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THE GLADIATORS, 



ARK and etem, in their weird beauty, lower tliu sad hrowa lA 
the Queen of Iloll, Doar to her arc the pomp and power, 
f shadowy Tastneaa, and the terrible splendour of the neither 
"' ' . Dear to her the prido of her unbending coiiiori; ; and 
r dear the wide imperial sway, that rules the iiamorlal 
r souIb, But dearer far than these — dearer than 
>wn and fiery sceptre, and throne of blazing gold — 
WMte the memories Uiat glimmer bright ai lunbeanis athwart thone 
vistaa of gloomy grandeur, and aeem to Jan her weary spirit like a 
fresh breeze from tlie realms of upper earth. She has not ftr- 
gttten, she nerer can forget, the dewy flowers, the blooming 
fragrance of lavish Sicily, nor the sparkling sen, and the siiromiT 
haze, and the golden harvests that wave and whisper in the 
garden and granary of the world. 

Tlien a sad smile steals over the haughty iacej the stem 
beauty softens in the gleam, and, for a while, the daughter ul 
Ceres is a laughing girl once more. 

So the Ivory Gate swings back, and gentle dovee come forth 
on snowy wings, flying upwards through the gloom, to hear balm 
and consoJation to the weary and tlie wounded and the teat. Now 
this W8a the dream the birds of Peace brought with thejti, tc 
Bocthe the broken cpii'it of a sleeping slave. 

The old boar has turned to bay al; last. Long and Bevcre has 
been the chase ; thi-ougli mnny an echoing woodluTid, down many 
, I sonny gbde, by eopse and dingle, rook and cave, tliP.uiili 
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splashing Btrcam,*«B^ deep, dunk, quiveiing roorass, 
rougli hotinds ^sVi^'trackcd him, unerring and pitiless, till tliey 
have set him.up'here, against the trunk of the old oak-tree, and 
he has tiime'd-^ tnie British denizen of the waste — to sell hia. 
life dearly ,'^rfd fight unconqtiered to the last. 

His BTj^^l'^ye glows tike a bui-uing coal ; the stiff biiatlea ara 
up iL!qng_his huge black body, Hecked with white froth that he 
chums' -aiw throws about him, hs he offers tJioae curved and 
rijlpijig tuslts, now to one, now to another of hia crowding, bay- 
ing, le^ing foca. 

/., Bfiwe at him ! Good dogs ! ' ahouta the hunter, running in 

. Vj^ a short, broad-bladed boar-spear in his hand. Breathless is 

• ifiB, and wearied with the long miles of tangled foresta he haa 

..P'aversed ; but his heart ia glad within him, and hia blood linglep. 

with a Btrange wild thrill of triumph known only to tlie votaries 

of the chase. 

Gelei'l is down, torn nod mangled from ilanfc to dewlap ; Lnath 
has the wild swine by tlie throat; and a foot of gleaming steel, 
driven home by a young, powerful arm, haa entered behind the 
neck and pierces downwards to the very brisket. The shaft of 
the spear enaps short across, aa the thick unwieldy body turns 
slowly over, and the bo;ir shivors out his hfe on the smooth 
sward, soft and green as velvet, that exists nowhere but ir 
Britain. 

The dream changes. The boar has disappeared, and the wood- 
hind gives place to a feir and smihTig plain. Vast herds of 
shaggy red cattle are browsing contentedly, with their widi 
liomed hejids to the breeze ; flocks of sheep dot the green undiili 
ting pastures, that stretch away towards the sea. A gull turns i 
wbita wing against the clear blue sky ; there is a hum of insect* 
ill the air, mingled with the barldng of doga, the lowing of kiiie, 
the laughter of women, and other sounds of peace, abimdance, 
.ind content. A child ia playing round its mother's knee — a 
child with frank bold brow and golden curls, and large blna 
fearless ayM, sturdy of limb, quick of gesture, fond, impei'ious, 
aud wBful. The mother, a tall woman, with a beautiftd but 
niournftil face, is gazing steadfastly at the ae-i, and seems uncon.. 
»cioua of her boy's caresses, who is fondling and kissing thi 
white hand hs holds in both his own. Her large shspely figure 
is draped in snowy robes that ti'ail upon the pruimd, and maPBive 
omnmpnta of gold eaoirole arms and ankles. At interv.ila 
she looks fondly down upon the child ; but aver her fiice 
wistful expression, (IS «he fisra her eyes ngiiin upon 
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There ia ootHng ot actual sunow iu Umt st«iid&st giuo— rtHl Imi 
of impatience, or auger, oi di£cont«iiC. Memory is die prevuling 
Beniimeiit portrajeJ — memory, toncJer, absorbing, irreauCible, 
witliout a ray ot' Lope, but witbout a shodovr of self-reproach. 
There is a statue of Maemoeyoe at one of the entraDceA to 
the Forum that carries on its marble brow the wmo criwhiog 
veigbt of tbotiglit ; that wears oa it-s delicate features, grafen 
into the saddest of beauty by the Athenian's chisel, just sach 
a wear; and deapcmdent Look. Where can the British diild have 
seen those tasted epoilH of Greece tliut deck her Imperial Mi«- 
tieeaJ Aad yet he thinks of tliat bUHuh as he looks up in hii 
mother's lace. 

But the tair tall woman shiverg and draws her robo olowr 
about her, and taking the child in hei- ai-ma, nestles his head 
against her boiom and covers liim over with her draperies, for 
Ihe wind blows moist and chill, tlie summer air is white wilL 
driving mist, huge shapeless forms loom through the haze, ami 
(he bnsy sounds of life and laughter have subeided into the atill- 
neas of a vast and dreary plain. 

The child and its mother have disappeared, but a tall, strong 
youtJ), just entering upon manhood, with the Mime blue eyes aod 
feariess brow, is present iu their stead. He iti armed for the 
lirst time with the weapons of a warrior. He has seen blows 
itrock in anger now, and fronted the Legions as they advanciMJ, 
and wngcd his fearless vnskiliul vaiom' against the courage, and 
the tactics, and die discipline of Home. So he is invested with 
sword, and helm, and target, and takes his place, not without 
boyish pride, amongst the young warriors who encircle the 
hallowed spot whei'e the Druids celebrate their solemn and 
mysterioui rites. 

The mist comes tidcker still, driving over the plain in waves of 
vapour, that impart a ghostly air of motion to the etciies Aat 
tower erect around the mystic circle. Grey, moss-grown, and 
an^wn, hand of n'.i" seems never to have desecrated thosa 
' biocks of granite, etanding there, changeless and awful, 

ill' ^pot of eternity. Dim andindistinct are they as tlie worship 
fgOMS. Hard and stem aa the pitilesa faitli of sacrifice 
!, and oblation, inculcated at their base. A wild low 
B wailing on tlie breeze, and through tJie gathering 
i a long line of white-robed priests winds slowly into the 
l& Stem and gloomy are they of aspect, lofly of stature, 

i-teige of limb, with long grey besrda and tresses waving in 

% mad. Eath wears a crown of oak-leavea round bis head ; 
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each graspH a wand covered with ivy in his hand. The yctutli- 
cannot resist an exclamation of surprise. There is desecration in 
hie thought, there is profiuiity in his words. Louder and louder 
BWcUb the chant. Closer and closer still contracts the circle. The 
white-robed priests ore hemming hirn in to the very centre of 
the mystio ring, and see 1 the sacrificial knife is already bared and 
whetted, aad flourished in the air hy b, long brawny arm. The 
young warrior strives to fly. Horror ! his feet refuge tfl stir, hii 
hands cleave powerless to his eides. He seoms turning to atone. 
A vngue fear paralyses him that he too will become one of thoao 
granite masses to stand there motionless during eternity. His 
heart stops beating within him, and the transformation seems 
about to be completed, when lo I a warlike pea! of trumpets 
breaks the spell, and he nhakes his spear alolt and leaps gladly 
Jrom the eartli, exulting in the sense of life and motion once 

Again the dream changes. Frenzied priest and Drtiidical 
Btone have vanished hke tlie mist that encircled them. It is a 
beautiftl balmy night in June. The woods arc black and silver 
in the moonlight. Not a breath of air stirs the topmost twigs of 
flie lofty elm cut clear and distinct against the sky. Not a rippla 
blura the surface of the lake, spread out and gleaming like ft sheet 
of polished steel. The bittern calls at intervals from tJie adjacent 
marsh, and the nightingale carols in the copse. All is peaceflil 
and beantiflil, and suggestive of enjoyment or repose. Yet herti, 
lying close amongst the foxglove and the fern, long lines of white- 
robed warriors are waiting but the signal for assaiilt. And 
yonder, where the earth-work rises dark and level against the sky, 
paces to and fro a high^crested sentinel, watching over the safety 
of the Eagles, with the calm and ceaseless vigilance of that 
discipline which has made tlie legionaries masters of the world. 

Once more the trumpeta peal ; the only sonnd to be heard in 
that array of tents, drawn up with such order and precision, 
behind the works, except the footfall of the Roman guard, firm 
and regular, as it relieves the previous watch. In a short epaoa 
that duty will be performed ; and then, if ever, must the attack 
be made with any probnbOity of success. Youth is impatient of 
delay — the young warrior's pulse beats audibly, and he feels the 
edge of his blade and the point of his nhoi't- handled javelin, with 
m intensity of longing that is absolutely painful. A,t length the 
word is passed from rank to rank. Like the crest of a sea-wave 
breaking, mto foam, rises that wavering line of white, rolling its 
length out in the moonlight, iis man after mnn 8|iriiig.= erect at tlw 
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f hia comrade ; iiml then a roar of voices, a rush of flwt, 
i wave dtiahes up and bre4Lk£ ngainst the stefidy »ilid 
ce of tlie cmbanlcment. 
it diEcipline ia not to be caught thus napping. Ere iho «clto 
'r trumpets liaa i£ed out among tbc distant hills, thelegioii- 
' ' 1 their omta throughout the dunp. Already lh« 
IDS oud bristles with shield and belinet, jsvidiii, 
I, and spear. Already the Eagle ia awake and defiant ; on- 
', indeed, in plumage, but with beak and talons bare and 
d ibr doJence. The toll centurions marshal thur men in 
n and regular, as though about to defile by the throuo of 
:, rather than to repel the attack of a wild barbarian foe. 
The tribunes, with their golden crests, tnJce up their appDinti.-d 
posts in the four corners of the camp; while the Pnetor liimsclf 
gives hia orders calm and umnovod from the centre. 

Over the roar of the swarming Briloua, sounds the clear 
tiumpet-note pealing out its directions, conciBO and intelligible as 
a living voice, and lieoi-d by ilie conibalaiits lar and wide, in- 
^trisg courage and confidence, and order in the confusion. 

BraiKlishing their long swords, the white clad-warrioi-a of 
Britain rush tuniultuousiy to tlic attack. 

Already, they have filled the ditch and denied the earthwork ; 
but once and again tliey recoil from the steady front and rigid 
discipline of the invader, while the short stabbing sword of the 
liomatt soldier, oovored as he ia by his ample sliield, docs fearful 
execution at close quarters. But still fresh asaailants pour in, and 
the canip is carried and overrun. The young warrior rusJios 
exulting to and fro, and the enemy Hills in heaps before him. 
Such DKimeuta are worth whole years of peaceliil life. He has 
readied the PrKtorinin. lie is close beneath the Eagles, and he 
Itiups wildly at them to bring them off in triumph as trophies of 
liift victory. But a grim centurion strikes him to the earlli. 
WoUBded, faint, and bleeding, he is carried away by his comrades, 
die shafl of the Boman Htandard in his hand. They bear him to 
* trar-chariot, tliey lash the wild galloping steeds, Oie roll of tlie 
vlieels thimders in his eure as they daak tumultuously across the 
alain, uid theu • • • ■ the gcnUe misaion it fulfill^, tlie doves 
By down again to Proserpine, and the young, joyous, triumpltant 
WaiTior uf Biilain wake: up a Eoman slave. 
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It was ibe sound of a chariot, trnly enough, that rotiseil the 
dreamer from hia slnmberB ; but how different the scene on wliich 
his drowsy eyes unclosed, from that which feucy had conjured up 
in the shadowy reahua of sleep I 

A heautiftil portico, supported on slender columns of mnooth 
white marble, protected him from the raya of the morning sun, 
already pouring doim itith tbe inteuBity of ItaliRn h[^at. Garkmda 
of leaves and flowers, cool and fresh in their contrast with the 
snowy BurfacQ of these dainty pillara, were wreathed arcpund their 
stems, and tivined amongst the delicate carving of their Corin- 
diian capitals. Large stone vases, urn-shaped and niaEBive, stood ' 
in long array at stated intervals, bearing the orange-tree, the- . 
myrtle, and other dark-green flowering ahrubs, which formed a 
£ur perspective of retirement and repose. Shapely statues tilled 
the niches in the wall, or stood out more prominently in tlie 
vacant spaces of the colonnade. Here cowered a marble Venus, 
in the shamefaced consciousneM of unequalled beauty ; there 
Btflod forth a bright Apollo, exulting in the perfection of godlike 
symmetry and grace. Rome cmild not finger the chisel like her 
inBlruclresa Greece, the mother of the Arts, but the hand that 
firmly grasps the sword need never want for anything sldll pro- 
dnces, or genius creates, or gold can buy; so it is no marvel that 
the masterpieces and treasure's of the nations she subdued found 
their way to the Imperial City, mistress of the world. Even 
where the sleeper lay reclined upon a couch of curiouEly- carved 
wood fl'om the forests thai clothe Mount Hymettus, an owl so 
beautifully ohiaeUed that its very breast-plumage seemed to niffle 
in the breeze, looked down upon him from a niche where it had 
been placed at a cost that might have bought a dozen such human 
chattels as himself; for it hod been brought from Athens as the 
moat successful effort of a sctdptor, who had devoted it to the 
honoui of Minerva in his zeal. Refinement, luxury, nay profii- 
aion, reigned paramount even here outside the sumptuous dwell- 
ing of a Eoman lady ; and the very ground in her porch over 
which sLe was borne, for she seldom touched it with her feet, was 
freah swept and sanded as ollcn aa it iiad been disturbed by the 
tread of her litter-bearers, or the wheels of her chariot 

Man}' * time was this ceremony performed in the tiventy-' 
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fcoura; fyt V&lerla was a woman ofnobturntik, great p 

sad ibi) higheM fitditon. Not a vanity of her s«x, not ft tlAlj yina 

there of her class, in which alie scniiilpil to indulge ; and then, 

now, ladies were prone to ruah into exiremeH, and frivolity, 

it took the gnrb of a female, aummied prepoBterona dimcn- 

Rnd a thirst for amusement, incompfttihie with ronnon or 

■oontrol. 

always a oeitain hush, and, as it were, a pompous atUl- 
nesi, about the houses of the great, even long after iiiferiormortahi 
ftro astir in pnrstut of their pleasure or their buninees, To-day 
wait Taleiiaa birthday, and as such was duly observed by the 
hanging of garlanda on the pillara of licr porch ; but after the 
completion of thia graceful ceremony, silence seemed to 'have 
nmk once more upon the household, and the xlave whose dream 
we have recorded, coming into her galea with an offering from 
his lord, and finding no domestics in the way, had sat him down 
to wait in the gratetlil ehade, and, overcome with heat, might 
have alept on till noon had he not been roused by the grinding 
chariot-wheela, which mingled bo confusedly with his dream. 

It was no plebeian vehicle that now rolled into the colonnade, 
driven at a furious pace, and stopping so abruptly aa to create 
considerable confudon and ioBubordinntion amongst the noble 
animala that drew it. The car, mounted on two whech, waa con- 
Blruoted of a highly-polished wood, out from the wild fig-tree, 
elaborately inlaid with ivory and gold ; the veiy Bpokes and 
felloes of the wheels wore carved in patterns of vine-leavee and 
'hilst the extremities of the pole, the axle, and the yoke, 
wrought into exquisite representations of tlie wolTs head, 
animal, from historical reaAone, ever dear to the flmcy of 
Roman. There waa but one person beaidea the di'iver in tlio 
■, and so hghu a draught might indeed command any rale 
1, when whirled along by four such horses as now plunged 
nared and bit each other's creata in the portitio of Vnleria'a 
inon. These were of a milky white, with dark muzzlcH, and 
tinge under the coat, denoting its soil texture, and the 
origin of the animals. Somewhat thick of neck and 
I, with aeraicircular jowl, it was the broad and tapering 
the email quivering ear, the wide red nostril, lliat damon- 
ited the pnrity of their blood, and argued extraordinary 
powers of speed and endurance; while their ahorl, round backs, 
prominent muscles, flat legs, and dainty feet, promised an amount 
flri* strength and activity only to be attained by the production of 
symmetry. 




Thaae beanlifiil aniraaln were liiii'nesEed foi^at 
inner pair somewhat in the fashion of our luodera curricle, 
being joked to the polo, of whicii the very l;isteniag-pins were 
stL*! oTerlaid with gold, whilst the outer horsea, drawing 
oaly frota a trace Attached respectiTely on tlie inner side of 
each to the axle of the chariot, were free to wheel tlieir qnartera 
uutwarda in every direction, and kick to their heart's content — a 
^^^ liberty of which, ia the present instance, tiey Beecicd well dia- 
^^V posed to avail themselves. 

^^K The slave started to his feet as the nearest herise winced and 

^^B. Hwerved aside &om his uaexpected figure, Enortiti;; the while in 

^^m mingled wantonness and fear- The ^e grazed his tunic while it 

' jMissed, and the driver, irritated at hia horsea' imsteadinesa, or 

perhaiiH in the mere insolence of a great man's favourite, struck 

at him heavily with his whip aa be went by. The Briton's 

blood boiled at the indignity ; but his sinewy arm waa up like 

lightnbig to parry the blow, and aa the lash curled round his 

wrist he drew the weapoa quickly iiom the driver's hand, and 

would have returned the inaidt with interest, had he not been 

• deterred from hia purpose by the youthful effeminate appearance 
of the ^greasor. 
' I cannot strike a girl I ' exclaime'l the slave, contemptuously, 
throwing the whip at the same tinr'; into the floor of the chariot^ 
, where it lit at die feet of the other occupant, a sumptuously- 

dressed nobleman, who enjoyed the discomfiture of his charioteer, 
witli the loud frank glca of .'i master jeering a dependant. 
' 'Well aaid, my herol ' laughed the patrician, adding in good- 

( humoured, though haughty, tones, ' Not that I would give much 
for the chance of maa or woman in a grasp like yours. By 
Jupiter ! you've got the arms and shoulders of Anta;us I TVho 
owns you, my good fellow ? and what do you here ? ' 
'Nay, I would strike hiia again to aome purpose if I were on 
the ground with him,' interrupted tte charioteer, a handsome, 
petulant youth of some sixteen summers, whose long fl-owing 
curls and rich scarlet mantle denoted a pampered and favourite 
(' slave. 'Gently, Scipio 1 So-ho, Jugurthal The horses will 

fret for an hour now they have been scared by his ugly face.' 

' Better let him alone, Automedon I ' observed his master, 

again shaking hia sides at the obvious discomfiture portrayed on 

the flushed face of his favourite, ' Through your lUe keep clear 

of a man when he shuts liis mouth like that, as you would of an 

, ox with a wisp of hay on his horn. You silly boy 1 why he 

^^_ would swiiUow such a slender frame oa yours at a gulp ; and 



^r 



nobody l>ut a fool (;vcr striltca at a itinii tt:ile£s lie knows he oun 
reach him, a;, and punish him too, without liurtiug hii own 
knuckles m return ! But what do joa here, good fiillow i ' he 
1, addrea-'nng himself once more to the slave, who slotnl 
E, acanniog hia ({ueationer with a Ibarluss, though rcspuclAil 



e courted, 
1 the occupant of 
': hcarU 



• My master is your friend,' was the outspoken answer. 
'^Tou BUpped with him only the night bcforu liiat. But a man 
need not be in the )iouaehold of Liciniufi, nor have spent hi« 
beat years at Rome, to know the ioce of Julius Flocidu^ the 
Tribune.' 

A amile of gratified vanity Btoleo^ei the patrician 'a countcnunco 
while he Iist«ned ; a Emile that had the effect uf Imparting to ltd 
lineaments on expression at once mocking, craHy, and maUcioua. 
In repose, and nuch was ita usual condition, the liice was almost 
handaome, perfect in ita regularity, and of a fixed, sedate com- 
poBure which bordered on vacuity, but when disturbed, aa ii 
sometimes, though rarely, woo, by a passing omottun, the suiilu 
that passed over it like n lurid gleam, became truly diabohcal. 

The slave waa right. Amongst all the ac 
who crowded and jostled each other in the 
that stormy period, none wa,s better known, i 
flattered, honoured, hated, and miatruated, thar 
the gilded chariot. It was no time for n 

in their hands — it was no time to make an additional enemy, or 
to lose a possible friend. Since the death of Tiberius, empei'or 
had succeeded emperor with alarming rapidity. Nero had indeed 
died by his own hand, to avoid the just retribution of unex- 
ampled vices and crimes ; but the poisoned mushroom had cai'- 
ried off his predecessor, and the old man who succeeded him fell 
by the weapons of the very guards Le had enlisted to pioiect bin 
grey head from violence. Since then another suicide had indued 
Vitellius y/ith the purple; but tlie throne of the Cusars was fiuit 
becoming synonymous with a scaffold, and the sword of Damocles 
juirered more menacingly, and on a slenderer hair than ever, 
over the diadem. 

When great political convulsions agitate a State, ahcady seeth- 
ing vrith general vice and luxury, the moi-al scum seems, by a 
law of nature, to float invariably to tJie auriace^ — ^the characters 
most destitute of principle, tlie readiest to obey the instincts of 
eelf-aggrandisement and expediency, achieve a kiud of spurious 
&me, a doubtful and temporary sueoeas. Under the ride of Nero, 
tiaps, there was but one path to Court favour, and that luy in 
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(be di^iucefiil attempt to vie witb this Emperor's brnlAlitiet a 

oriineH. The palace of CiEsar was then indeed a sink of fou 
iniquity and utter degradation. The lycophant who could n 
readily reduce liimaeh" to the level of a beEist in groee sensuality 
while he boasted a demon'i refinement of cruelty, and morV- 
depravity of heart, became the firat favourite for the time wj 
his imperial master. To bo fat, slothful, weak, gluttonoua, a 
effeminate, while the brow was crowned with roses, and the brali 
was drenched with wine, and the hands were steeped in blotxl- 
thia it was to be a friend and counsellor of CicFar. Men waib 
and wondered in stupefied awe ivhen they marked the monBt 
reeling from a debauch to some freah feast of horrors, ean 
ingenious exhibition of the complicated tortures thai may 1 
indicted on a human being, some devilish experiment of all tl 
body can bear, ere the soul takes wing firom its gbastly, mutilatei 
tenement, and this not on one, but a thousand victims, 
waited and wondered what the gods were about, that Divin 
Tengeanoe should slumber through auoh provocations as these. 

But retHbution overlook him at last. The heart which i 
slaughtered mother's spectre could not soften, which remorse tot, 
a pregnant wife's fete, ticked to death by her brutal lord, Ikiled U 
wring, quailed at the approach of a few exasperated soldiers ; ood^ 
tlie tyrant who had so often siniled to see blood flow like wa 
in the amphitheatre, died by his own hard — died as he had llvi 
a coward and a murderer to the last, 

Since then, the Court was a sphere in wliioh any bold 11 
scmpuloua man might be pretty anre of attainipg success. The 
present emperor waa a goodhumoured glutton, one whose 
fecultiea, originally vigorous, had been warped and deadened by 
excess, just as his body had become bloated, liia eye dimmed, hiq 
strenglJi palsied, and his courage destroyed by the same course; 
The scheming statesman, l!:e pliant courtier, the successful soldiaf 
had but one passion now, one otdy object for the exercise of bn 
energies, both of mind and body — to eat enormously, to drtnk b 
excess, to study every art by which iresh appetite could 1 
stimulated when gorged to repletion — and tlien — to eat and 
drink again. 

With such a patron, any man who tmiwd to a tendency for the 
pleasures of the table, a strong brain, a cool head, and an apCitude- 
br business, might be sure of considerable influence. Thft 
Emperor thoroughly appreciated one who would take trouble t 
lua hands, while at the same time he encouraged his master, by 
precept and example, in his swiniKh prnpensities. '' 
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'id^ht serrice to yitelliiu, to rise from a debauch and giva ibou 
tiecesaary orders in an unforeBeen. emergency which C«wr'$ eotldrD 
brain ■wm powerkM to origionte or to nndcrniiind. 

Ere PIficidns had been a month about the Couit, lie liad iii- 
«DU9ted himself thoroughly into the good gracm of the Bni[forar> 

Thia man's fand been a strange and Htirring htMory. Born lA 
patrician rank, he had nied his family influeiioe lo sdvunoe him 
in the military Mrvice, and already, whilst still in the flower of 
youth, had attained the grade of Tribune in VtEposian'H army, 
then occupying Judiea under that dietingni.ihed general. Altltongh 
no man yielded ao willingly, or gave himseU' up so entirely to 
the indolent enjoyments of Asiatic life, I'locidus posweaMd many 
of the qualities which are esteemed esfiential to the chamctgr of a 
soldier. Personal bravery, or we should rather say, insensibility 
Id danger, was one of his peculiar advantages. Perhaps this is a 
quality inseparable from such an organisation as hia, in whiuli, 
while the eystem eeemato conliiin a wealth of energy and vitality, 
the neires are extremely callous to irritation, and completely 
under control. The Tribune never came out in more fnvournlife 
colourt than when every one about him was in a state of alarni 
and coniiision. On one oocaEion, at the siege of Joiapala, where 
the Jews were defending thewseivoa with the desperate energy of 
their race, Placidua won golden opinions irom Veapaaian by the 
cool dexterity with which he anved from desti-uction a whole 
company of soldiers and their centurion, under the very eye of liis 



A maniple, or, in the military language of to-d.iy, n wing of 
the cohort led by Piacidus was advancing to the att.'kck, and the 
first centurion, with the company under his command, was already 
beneath the wall, bristling aa it was with defenders, who hurled 
down on their BBl^ailanta darts, javelins, huge stones, every de- 
scriptioD of weapon or missile, including molten lead and boiling 
oil. Under cover of a moveable penth-house, which protected 
them, iJie head of the column had advanced their battering-ruTn 
to tie very wall, and were swinging the huge engine back, by 
the ropes and pulleys which governed it, for an increased 
impulse of destruction, when the Jews, who had been watching 
ftidr opportunity, Bucceoded in balancing an enormous mass of 
gianite immediately above the pent-house and the materials o' 
cScnce, animate and inanimate, which it contained. A Jewisl: 
warrior clad in shining armour had taken a lever in his hand, and 
B in the act of applying that instrument to the impending 

Hering maas; in anoWirr instant it nmst have craahrd down 
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upon their heads, and buried the whole band b«nBatU ik V&iglti_^ 
At his appointed station by the Eagle, tho Tribune waa watcliing ( 
the movements of his men witli his usual air of sleepy, indolent , • 
approvaL Aud even in this critical moment liia eye never bright- ■ 
ened, liia colour never deepened a shade. The voice waa calm,'' 
low, and perfectly modulated in which he bade the trumpeter ai 
his right hand sound the recall ; nor, though its business-Uke 
rapidity could scarce have been exceeded by the most practised 
archer, was the movement the least hurried with which he 
snatched the bow from a dead Parthian auxiliary at his feet and * 
fitted an arrow to its string. In the twinkling of an eye, whilof 
the granite vibrated on (lie very parapet, that arrow was qniver-> 
ing between iLu joints of the warrior's haraeas who Ldd tbe^ 
lever, and he had fnllun with his head over the wall in tbe throes • 
of death. Before another of the defenders could take liis place' 
the assaulting party had retired, bringing along with them, 
tlieir cool and rigid discipline, the battering-ram and wooden 
covering which protected it, while the Tribune quietly observed, 
as he replaced the bow into the iiiUen Parthian's hand, 'A o 
[lany saved is a hundred men gained. A dead barbariiu 
exactly worth my tallest centurion, and Ibe smartest troop I hiive 
in the maniple I ' 

Vespasian was not tlje man to forget such an instance of cool 
promptitude, and Julius Placidua waa marked out for promotior 
from that day forth. 

But with its courage, tlie Tribune possessed the cunning of IJit 
tiger, not without EomeChing also of that fierce animal's outward 
beauty, and much of its watchful, pitiless, and uutiriDg n 
A bravo soldier should have considered it a degradation, under 
any circunislances, to play a double part; but with Plaoidtia 
every step waa esteemed honourable so long i 
ascent. The Buccesaful winner had no scruple in deceiving all 
about him at Rome, by the eagerness with which he assumed the 
character of a mere man of pleasure, while he lost no opportunity 
the while of ingratiating himself ivith the many desperate spirita 
who were to be foimd in the imperial ci^, ready and willing 
assist in any enterprise which should tend to anarchy and c 
fiiiion. While he ruslied into every extravagance and pleasure tjt 
that luxurious Court — while he vied with Ca;ear himself in his pro- 
fiiaion, and surpassed him in bis orgies — he saffered no symptomi 
to escape him of a higher ambition than that of excellence ii 
trifling — of deeper projects than those which affected the wine-cup 
pageant, and the passing follies of the hour. Yet all the while. 
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in that dainty rercller'a brain, aclicnics were forming ntid 
ig)it9 burning tbat Hhould have willierud l1ic vi-ry ro5i's on liia 

Jt might have been the atrain of Greek blood which Cltpri!d 
throtigh hia reins, tliat tempered his Roman courage and endnr- 
nnce with the pliancy eBsentiaJ to conspiracy and intrigue — a 
strain that was apparent in hia Bculptured regularity of icaturca, 
and genera] Bymmetry of form. His character has already been 
compared to the tigei'e, and his movements had all the pliant 
case and stealthy freedom of that gracofiil animal. His atntnre 
was little above the ivcrage of Ilia countrymen, but his jrama wna 
Kist in that mould of exact proportion which proniisca the ex- 
trtano of strength combined with agility and endnraoce. Had 
he been caught like Milo, he would have writhed himaelf out of 
ihe trap, with tlic einuoua permatency of a snake. There wan 
Hjmetliing make-like, too, in hia Bmall glittering eye, and the 
clear emoothncBs of his eldn. With all ita hrightneaa no 
woman worthy of the name but would have wirieed ■with 
womanly instincts of aTeraion and repugnance from his glance. 
With afi ita beauty no child woiild have looked op frankly and 
confidingly in hia lace. Men turned, indeed, tu aain hiin a]i- 
provingly as he passed ; but the brave owned no sympathy with 
that smooth set brow, that crafly and malieioua smile, while the 
timid ortheBuperHtitiouBshndderedandahrank away, averting their 
own gaze from what they felt to he the influence of tlie evil eye. 
And yet, in his anowy tunic bleached to dazzhng white, in hia 
collar of linked gold, hia jewelled belt, hia embroidered sandals, 
Had the ample folda of hia deep yiolot mantle, nearly approaching 
purple, Julius Plaoidua waa no unworthy representative of his 
lime and hia order, no mean specimen of the wealtli, aud foppery, 
ind extravagance of Itomo. 

waa the man who now stood up in hia gilded chariot Jt 
a door, ninaking with hia uaiial espresaon of carelew in- 
AlHice, the real impatience he felt for tidings of itE mistresR. 



CHAPTER IIL 



IS cnatomaty with the more refined aristocracy of Rome, 
I the fli'st century of the Empire, to pay groat respect to 
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Mefciiry, ihe god of invention Bud intrigue. Not tnat fliB> 
quaJitiee genurully attributed to tliat power were calculated U) 
iiiapire admiration or esteem, but simply becaiiea he had acquired 
H fortuitouB -popularity at a period when tlic gi-aceftil Pantheism 
ot' the nation was regulated by general opinion, and when a deity 
went in and out of fashion liku n dreu. 

At Valeria's porch, in commnc with many other great housea, 
stood an exqui^te Etutue of the god, repi'eaenting him as a youth, 
of athletic and Bymmetrical propovti una, -poised on a winged foot 
in the act of running, with the broad-leaf hat on his Lead, and 
the anake-tumed rod ia hia liand. The countenance of lie rtatue 
was espreaave of intellect and vivacity, while the form waff 
wrought into the highest ideal of activity and strength. It was 
placed on a aquare pedestal of marble immediately opposite the 
door ; and behind this pedestal, the slave retired in some ooniii- 
aion wheu a train ot maidens appeared from within, to answerthe 
of Julius Placidua in hia charii 



The Tribune did not think it necesaaty to alight, but pro- 
ducing from the bosom of hia tnnic a jewelled casket, leaned one 
hand on the shoulder of Automedon, while with the other he 
proffered his gift to a damsel wlio seemed the chief among h^ 
fellows, and whoso manners partook largely of tlie flippancy of 
the waiting-maid. 

' Commend me to your mistress,' said Placidua, at the same 
time throwing a gold diain round her nook on her oivn acoo 
and bending carelessly down to take a receipt for the sami 
llie slispe of a caress ; ' bid her every good omen from the most 
faithful of her servants, and ask her at what hour I may hope ti 
be received on this her birthday, which the trifle you carry to he; 
fiiom me will prove I have not forgotten.' 

The waiting-maid tried hard to raise a blush, but with all he; 
efforts the rich Soutliem colour would not deepen on her cheek 
so she thought better of it, and looked him fall in the face witl 
her bold black eyes, while she replied ; ' Tou have forgotten 
surely, my lord, tiiat this ia tie feast of Imh, and no lady that i( 
a lady, at least here in Some, can have leisure to-day for any- 
thing but the sacred mysteries of the goddess.' 

Placidua laughed ontr^ht; and it was strange how his laugh 
scared thoite who watched it. Automedon fairly turnad pale, and 
even the waiting-maid seemed disconcerted for a moment. 

' I have heard of these mysteries,' said he, ' my pretty 
Myrrhine, and who has not 7 The Roman ladies keep them 
somewhat jealously to themselvts: wid by all accduiits it is well 
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i tbat tliey do eo. N«\-prtIik!lcst (Tiorc ore yet *»ina 

boura of Bimliglit to pass before the cliiula rites of l^gyp^ <^^ 
poaajbly begin. Will not Valeria Bee me in the interval !" 

A veiy qniok ear miyiit have dotoctud tlie leaat possible trcmir 
m the Tribune's voice as lie epoke the laat Bentence; it wa« 
QOt lost upon Myrrhina, for she ahowoil all the white te«th ia Ler 
large well-fonued mouth, vrhils elie cmtmerated with imiuenM 
solubility those thfTetent pursuits vrliiuh filled up the day of a 
(ksbiouable Eoman lady, - 

' Impoaaible I ' burat out the dani^I. ' She hoa not a 
moment to spare from now till sunset There's her dinner,* and 
her fencing- lesson, and her bath, and her drcaeing, and tlie 
toulptor coming for her hand, and the painter for her fitce, and 
the new Greek sandoJa to be fitted to her I'eet. Tiien she baa sent 
tat PhiiogemoD, the augur, to cast her horoscope, and for 
Galanthis, ivho is cleverer than ever LocuBia was, and has twics 
the practice, to prepare a philtre. Maybe it ia for you, my loi-d,' 
added tlie girl roguishly. ' I hear tiic ladie.i are all using them 

The evil smile croesed the Tribune's face once more; peilinps 
he too had been indebted to the potions of Galanthis, for purposes 
of love or hate, and he did not care to be reminded of them. 

' Nay,' enid he meaningly, ' there is no need for t!iut. 
Valeria can do more nilh one glance of her bright eyes, than 
dl the potions and poisons of Galanthis put together, Say, 
Myrrhina — you are in my interest — does she look more favour- 
ably of late ? ' 

' How can I tell, my lord ? ' answered the girl, with an arch 
exjireeaioD of aniuiionieut and dcliauce in her lace. ' My mistress 
is but a woman ai\er fdl, and they say women arc more easiiy 
mastered by the atrnog hand, than luted by the honey lip. She 
is not to be won by a smooth tongue and a beardless lace, I 
know, for 1 heard her say so to Paris myself, in the very spot 
where we ai'e now standing. Juno I but tlie player slunk away 
nmewhat creat-fitUen, I can tell you, when she called him " a 
mere girl in her brother's clothes" at the best. No; the man 
who wins my mistress will be a man all over, I'll answer for it 1 
So &r, she is like the test of m for that matter.' 
|-And Myrrhina sighed, thinking, it may be, of some sunburnt 

' ■■» the while, whose rough but not imwelcome wooing had 
ed her in her early girlhood, ere she came to Home ; far away 
jramongst the bludiing vines, in the bright Companian hilli 

ran'fiiuaoi' Roini, wiia llie Erst meal in tUa day. 



' Say you bo 7 ' observed the Trit ane, obviouBly flattered 
the implied compliment; for he was proud in hie secret heart m 




I fellow standing hert 
n easy conqueat of you, 
la, you must be borne off 
By the body of Hei'culea I, 
la easily as you cany that, 
t of your haudk" 



his bodily etrength, ' Nay, there t 

when I drove up, who would make d 

Myrrhina, if, like yonr Sabine grandan 

to be wed, on your lover's shouldera. 

he wodd tuck you np under his arm i 

eaaket, which you seem bo afraid t 

Ay, there ho ia ! lurking behind Hermes. Stand forth, my goodl 

feUow 1 What ! you are not afraid of Aiitomedon, are you, and' 

the crack of that yonng reprobate's whip ? ' 

While he spoke,. the slave stepped forward from his lurking" 
place behind the atatuo, where the qiuck eye of Placidus had; 
detected him, and presented to Myrrhina with a respectful gesturtt; 
the ofiering of his lord to her miatreaa — a filigree basket of froatoj 
silver, filled with a few choice fruits and flowers — 

' From CaiuB Liciniua, greeting,' said lie, ' in honour of Valeri( 
natal day. The flowers are scarce yet dry from tlie epray ti 
brawling Anio flinga upon its hanks; the fruits were glowing 
yesterday's sun, on the brightest slopes of Tibur. My maat 
offers the freshest and Jaireat of hia fruits and flowera to hi 
Idnawoman, who is fresher and fairer than them all.' 

Ho dchvered hia message, which he liad obviously learned by 
rote, in Hufficiontly pure and fluent Latin, scarcely tinged with th 
accent of a barbarian, and bowing low as he placed the basket f 
Myrrhina's hand, drew himaclf up to hia noble height, and looks 
proudly, almost defiantly, at the Tribune. i 

The girl started and turned pale — it seemed as if the statue h 
Hcrmea had descended from its pedestal to do her 
Btood there, that glorious specimen of manhood, i 
strength and symmetry, in the glow of his youth, and healt 
and beauty, like an impersonation of the god. Myrrhina, i 
common with many of her sex, waa easily feecinated by exter 
advantages, and she laughed nervously, while she accepted v 
shaking hands the Jinndsome slave's offuiing to liis master's ki 
woman, ' Will you not enter ? ' said she, the colour mantlin 
once more, and this time without an effort, in her burning cheelo. 
' It is not the custom to depart from Valeria's house witbon(| 
breaking bread and drinking wine.' 

But the slave excused himself, abruptly, almost rudely, Iomi 
be sure, by his refusal, none of the ground he had already gainr 
in Myrrhina's good graces. It chafed him to remain even 
tile perch. The atmosphere of luxury th.at pervaded it, s 
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to veigiL upon hia aeosia, ani.! oppress his bretuli. Morecvcr, t!i8 

inddt he had sustained fl«in Auiouiedon, yet rankled iu hit 
heart. How he wished the boy-ohaxioteer waa nearer hia match 
in size and strength ! He would have hurled him trom the chariot 
itDod, titrning hin curls so in»o!eutly round his duinQ' 
iUrled him to earth beyond hia horses' heads, and taughl 
igth of n Briton's nrm and the squeeze of a Briton 'h 
ipe. ' Ay ! and Iiia master after hira I ' thought the stlnve, lui 
^i-eady he experienced towards Plucidua that uiiaccounUdile 
itisdncl ofaveraiDD which seems to warn men uf a future foe, and 
ivhich, to give him hia due, the Tribune was not unused to awaken 
iu a brave and honest breast. 

Placidiia, however, scanned him once more, as he strode away, 

with the critical gaze «f a judge of human animals. It was this 

pecoliariiy to look on all he met tm possible tools, that 

come into use for various purposes at a futiii'e and in- 

3 time. If he observed more than usual courage in a 

ler, Buperior acuteneas in a fi-eedman, nay, even uncommon 

ity iu a woman, he bethought himself that although he might 

: no immediate use for these qualities, occasions often arose 

which he could turn them to his profit, and he noted, and 

sure o£, their amount accordingly. In the present iostaaco, 

lough somewhat surprised that he had never belbre re- 

rked the slave's stalwart proportions ia the houueheld of 

'lufl, whose affection for the Briton had excused him from all 

il offices, and consequent contact with visitors, he determined 

it t« lose sight of one bo formed by nattu^ to excel in the 

gymBasium or the amphitheatre, while theie crept into his heart a 

cruel cold-blooded feeling of satisfaction at jhe poswbility of 

witnessing so muscular and shapely a figure in the contortions of 

a mortal struggle, or the throes of a paiuful death. 

Beaidea, there was envy, too, at the bottom — envy in the proud 

patrician's breast, leaning so negligently on the cuahiona of his 

(plded cliariot,with all his advantages of rank, ropulatiou, wealtli, 

' influence — envy of the noble bearing, the personal comeliness, 

tiie ftee manly step of the slave. 

Had he struck thee, Automedon,' said his master, unable lo 
tatmting the petted youth who held the reins ; ' had he but 
Soger on thee, thou hadsC never spoken again, and I had 
been rid of the noisiest and moat useless of my liousehold. 
Gently with that outside horse ; dost see how he chafes upon tha 
teiii 7 Gently, boy, I say 1 and drive me back into the Porum.' 
he settled himself among the cuslilons and rolled swiftly 
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Bivay, Myrrhina came forth into tha porch once more, Shcfl 
ieemed, however, acarcely to notice the departing chariot, but I 
looked dreamily about her, and then re-catered the bouse with a I 
shake of tlie head, a smile, and something that waa almost a J 
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aphhodit£. 

A KEGiiO buy, the ugliest of hia kind, and probably all the mon 
prized for that rtaBon, waa ahifting uneaaily from kuee to kne^ 
in an attitude of constraiat that showed how long and tiresome be 
felt hiH office, and how weai'ied he was of Vakria'a own apart- 
ment. Such a child, for the urchiii seemed of the tenderest ag^ 
might be initiated without impropriely into the mysteries of s 
lady's toilet ; and, indeed, the office it was hia duty to under- 
take, formed the most indispen»ible port of the whole performance^ 
With a skill and steadiness beyond his years, though with a rxteiid 
iaoe, he was propping up an enoraious mirror, in which liii 
mistress might contemplate the whole galaxy of her charms- 
mirror formed of one broud plate of silver, burnished to t 
brighlneaa and lucidity of glass, set in an oval frame of nchljr 
chased gold, wrought into fantastic patterns and studded widi 
emeralds, rubies, and other precious atones. Not a apeck w ^^ 
be discerned on tlie polish of its dazzling surface ; and, indeed^ 
the time of one maiden was devoted to the task alone of pre^ 
serving it from the lightest breath that might dim its brightness 
and cloud the reflection of the stately form that now sat before' 
it, undergoing, at the bands of her atteadanta, the pleasing 
tortnies of an elaborate toilet. 

The reflection waa that of a large handsome woman in the very 
prime and noon-tide of hor beauty — a woman whose every 
movement and gesture beapoke physical organisation of a vigo- 
rous nature and perfect health. While the strong white neck gavar 
grace and dignity to her carriage — while the deep bosom and^ 
somewhat massive shoulders partook more of Juno'8 luajcsdfl 
(tame than Hebe's pliant youth — while the full sweep and ontliae 
of hw Ijgure denoted maturity and completeneas in every part — 
the long round limbe, the shapely hands and tnei, might hara 
belonged to Diana, so perfect was their symmetry ; 
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1 ihdt tintod ilietn, the Tokpiuoufl eaae of her altitude, the 
gentle langnor of het frbolo bearing, wo\ild Ijnvo iIudq uo dis- 
credil to the goddess, hmiging aver the mountain-topi in tlie 
golden eiiinmer nightB lo look down upoQ Endymioo, and bathe 
her deeping fhTourite in flooda of light and love. 

Too fiistddioaa a critic might have objected to Valeria's form 
that it expressed more of phyaicoi atiengthllan ia compatible with 
perfect womanly beauty, that the muaclea were developed over- 
much, and the whole frame, despite its flowing outlines, partook 
Kimewhat of a man's organ imtjoQ, and a man's redundant 
■trength. The same &iilt might have been fomid in a le« degree 
k irith her countenance. There was a little too much resolution in 
'bff small aquiline nose, something of manly audacity and energy 
ilthe large well-formed mouth, with ita hroad while teeth that 

I fdElest and redden of lipa could nut conceal — a ahade of 
nline atemnesB on the low ivide brow, smooth and white, but 
what prominent, and scarcely softened by the arch of the 

hrked eyebrows, or the dark mvecp of tlie laHhett tliat fringed 

K long laoghing eyes. 
f And y(A it was n face that a man, and still more a boy, could 
dly nan looked on without ndsgivings that he might too soon 
a to long for its glances, its smiles, its approval, and ita lore. 
re waa such a glow of health on the soil transparent akin, 
mch a freshness and vitality in the colour of those blooming 
cheeks, such a sparkle in the grey eyes, that flashed so meaningly 
when she tnniled, that gleamed so clear and bright and cold whc:i 
Ihe features resumed their natnral expression, grave, acornfu!, 
almost stern in their repose ; and then such womanly soflneati in 
the masses of rich nut-brown hair that showered down neck 
and shoulders, to form a framework for thia lovely, dangerous, 
and too aLming picture. Even the little negro, wearied as he 
was, peeped at intervals from the back of the mirror he up- 
held, fawning like a dog ibr some sign of approval from his 
haughty, careless miatresa. At length she bade him keep still, 
■with a half-ficomfnl gmile at liis antics ; and the shaip white 
(eeth gleamed fi-om ear to ear of the dusky little foce, aa it griiin'.'d 
with pleasure, while the boy settled himself once more in an 
attitude of patience and steady submission. 

Nor was \^leria'» apartment unworthy of lie noble beauty 
who devoted it to the mysterious rites of dress and decoration. 
Everything that luxury coidd imagine Ibr bodily ease, everything 
that science had as yet discovoied for the preservation or the 

>duclioa of femiutnii atti-actions, was there t« be found in ita 
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Iinndsomest and costliest tonn. In one recess, ahronded by b 
jiHrent curtains of tlie softest pink, wna the bath that coiild be 4 
heated at will to any tempevaturc, and the marblo steps of whidi' J 
that shapely form was accustomed to descend twice and thrice a J 
dny. In anotlier stood the ivory couch ivith jta quitted ciiuiBOtt J 
si]S:a and ornamented pillars of solid gold, in which Yaleria slep^ J 
and dreamed such dreams as hover round the rest of those whose 
life is luxury, aad whose business is a ceaseless career of pleasur 
On a lable of oedar-wood, fashioned like a palm-leaf opening oi 
Irom a pedestal that terminated in a Hiigle claw of grotosqi 
shape, stood her silver night-lamp, exhaling odours of perfiam 
oil, and near it lay the ivuxen tablets, on which she made h 
memorandums, or composed hor love-lottera, and from which, bh 
from an unfinished task, the sharp-pointed steel pencil had rolled' 
away upon the shining floor. Through the ivhole court — fca 
coiu'tit might be called, with its many enti-ances and receaaea, iU, 
cool and shady nooks, its lofty ceiling and its teaselated pavement^ 
— choice vases, jeweOed cups, burnished chalices, and exquisite 
little statues, were scattered in systematic irregularity audi 
graceful prolusion. Even lie very water in the batli llowa 
through the mouth of a marble Cupid; and two more vrii 
urchins wrought in bronze, supported a Bland on wliich wa. 
a formidable an'ay of perfiimes, essences, cosmetics, and i 
material for offensive and defensive warfare. 

The walls, too, of this seductive arsenal, wei'e delicately tinted 
of a light rose-colour, that diould thi'owthe moat becoming sliado' 
over its inmates, relieved at intervals by oval wreaths wrought 
out in baa-relief, ciiolosing diverse mythological subjects, in; 
which the figure of Venua, goddess of love and laughter, pre- ■ 
dominated. Round the cornices stretched a frieze represeatinj 
also in relief, the fabulous contests of the Amazons with ever 
duBcnption of monster, amongst which tie most conspicuous fia 
was the well-known gryphon, or griffin, an abnormal quadruped 
witJi lie head and neck of a bird of prey. 

It was curious to trace in the female warriors thus ddineatetJi" 
something of the imperious beauty, the vigorous symmetry, and 
the dauntless bearing tliat distinguished Valeria herself, (lough 
their energetic and spirited attitudes afforded, at the same time, s 
marked conii';ist to the pleasing languor tliat seemed to pervade 
every movempiit o' tiiat luxurious lady reclining before hor 
mirror, and subiuitutig indolently to the attentions of her maid- 

Theao were &ve in number, oud cousiilutcd the priacipcJ ^^vea 
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tf her household i the moet imporumt among them aeemed to 
be a toll iiLiiljrorily woman, con^derably older than her comrailes, 
who filled tie rcaponaible office of liousekeepcr in l!ie eslabliall- 
nicnt — a dignity which did not, liowever, exempt her from 
insult, and even blows, irhea slie fiuled to eatisTy tlio capricw of 
B somt-what exacting mistress ; the othein, comply laughing girl^ 
with the sparkling eyea and white teeth of tlieij cduutrywomen, 
seemed principally occupied with the various matlcta tliat consti- 
tuted their lady's toilet — i daily penance, in which, notwilh- 
standicg the rigour of ita discipline, and the aeveriiics that were 
BotB to follow the most Crifliog act of negligence, they took on in- 
explicable and essentially feminine dehght. 

Of these it waa obvious that Myrrhiun was the Citst in place 
na in favour. She it was who brought her miatroaa the warm 
towela for her bath; who waa rwuly with her sLppcw when she 
emerged j who handed every nrtido of clotliing as it was re- 
quired ; whose toiite waa invariably consulted, and whose decision 
wna eoiiBJdered final, on snoh important poinU as the position of n 
jewel, the etndied nu|j;ligenco of a curl, or the exact adjustment 
of a fold. 

This girl poaseased, with an Italian exterior, the pliant cunning 
and plausible fiueucy of tlie Greek. Born a slave on one of 
Valeria's estates in the cotmtiy, she had been reared a mere pea 
Kint, on a eimple country diet, and amidst healthful country occu- 
pations, till a &eak of her mistress brought her to Rome, With a 
womau'B veraatihty — with a woniim's quicltnesa in ad.ipting lier- 
^Mjf to a strange phase of life and a totol change of circiimstaneus 
^Hb&e country girl had not beeu a year in her new situation, ere 
^^K became the acutest and cleverest waitiog-maid in the capital, 
^B^ what benefit to her own morals and character, it is needless 
^V^nquire. Who so quick as Myirhiaa to prepare the unguents, 
tbe perfumes, or tho cosmetics that repaired the injuries of 
climate, and e&ced the marks of dissipation 1 Who so dehcate 
a sempstress; who had such titste in colours; who could convey 
a note or a message with half such precision, simplicity, and tact ? 
In short, who was ever so ready, in an emergency, with brusli, 
cridping-iron, needle, hand, eye, or tongue 1 Intrigue waa her 
native element. To he on her mistress's behalf, seemed as natural 
as on her own. He who would advance in Valeila'i' good-will, 
must begin by bribing her maid ; and many a lioman gallant had 
ere this diuiOTered that even tliat royal road to success waa as 
.lodious as it was costly, and migliC lead ereotually to discomfiture 
disgrace. 
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Aa she took the poimcet-boK from one of the prla, Bnd | 
seeded to ^'inkle goId-duBt in Valeria's liair, Myrrbiiia'H 
wu oaiiglit by the gift of Plaoidua, lying neglected a( iier fu^ 
the casket open, tliu jewels scattered on the floor, Such Bi 
was, llie waiting-maid owned a conscience. It warned her t 
ehe had not as yet worked out the value of the cortly ch 
thrown ronnd her neck by the Tribime. 

Showering the gold-dust liberally about her lady's head 
Myrrhina felt her way cautiously to lie delicate theme. 

'There's a new fesHon coining iu for headgear when 1., 
weather gctB cooler,' said she. ' It'a truth I tell you, madan 
for I heard it dii'eot fi'om Selina, who was told by the EmpreBal 
firat tirewoman, though even Cicsar himself cannot thiak Galeri 
looka well, with that yellow mop atuck all over her bead. Bli 
it's to be tlie fashion, nevertheleaa, and right aorry I a 
it; nor am 1 the only one for that matter.' 

' Why BO 7 ' anked Valeria, languidly ; ' ia it more troubleeoirt 
than the present 7 ' 

Myrrbina bad done with the gold-dust now, and, holding thi 
comb in her month, was throwing a rich brown curl across hei 
wrist, while ehe laid a plat carefully beneath it, Notwitltstandinf 
the impadimenl between hor lipa, however, she was able to replj 
with great volubility. 

' The trouble counta for nothing, madam, when a lady has go 
Buch hair as yours. It's a pleasure to run your bands through if 
let alone drensing and crisping it, and plaiting it up into a cro\a 
that's fit for a queen. But thia new fashion wlU make i 
alike, whether we're aa bald as old Lyce, or wear our curia dowi) 
to our anklea, Uke NeiBra. Still, to liide such hair as ^/oura ; — n 
my lord said, only thia morning — ' 

* What lord 7 fliia morning I ' interrupted Valeria, a dflivn ( 
intereat waking on her handsome features; 'not Licinius, tn 
noble kinsman ? His approval ia indeed worth having.' 

'Better worth than his gifts,' answered Myrrhina, pertly j 
pointing to the filigree basket which occupied a place of honour 
on the toilet-table. ' Such a birthday present I never saw I / 
few late roses and a bimch or two of fl^ to the richest lady i. 
Kome 1 To be aure, he sent a messenger with them, who might 
hare come direct from Jove, and the properest man I ever set 
eyes on.' And MyiThina moved ta one aide, that her lady niigh^ 
not observe the bluah that rose, even to her shamcleBe brow, 
as ahe recalled the impresaion made on her by the handsome 
slave. 
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Valsm iiked t« hear of prnper men; tilie woke np ■ little out 

of her Inni^or, and (lung the tinir back &om licr (kce. 

' Go on,' said she, aa Myrrhin^ hceitated, haH i^ogi^r nnd linlf 
loth to pursue the pleacdug topic. 

But the waiting-maid fdt the chain round hijr Deck, and 
acknowledged in her heart the equiTalent it demanded. 

' It was the Tribune, madoiu,' said she, ' who upoke about your 
hair — Julius Placid us, who values ei-ery curl you wear, more than 
a whole mine of gold. Ah 1 there's not s lord in liome haa such 
a taste in dreas. Only to see him this morning, with his violet 
mantle and hia jewels sparkling in the BUn, with the handwimest 
chariot and the four whiffiMt horses in the town. Well 1 if I was 
u lady, and wooed by sucli a man as that — ' 

' Maa oall ytm hini 7 ' interrupted her mistresa, with a acomlul 
smile. ' Nay, when thcBe curled, perfumed, close-ehaven tbinga 
B osJled men, 'tia time for ub xvomen to beatir oureelvea, lost 
md courage die out in liome altogetlier. And you, too, 
ia, who know Licinius and Hippias, and saw with your 
n eyes two liundred gladiators in the Cii'cua only yesterday, 
VMi ought to be n better judge. Man, foisooth I Why you will 
bo calling Hmopth-faced Paris a vmn nuxt ! ' 

Here maid and mistress buist out laughing, for thereby hung a 
tale of wbioh Valeria was not a little proud. This Paris, a young 
Egyptian, of beautiful but effeminate appearance, had lately eartu 
to Italy to figure with no small success on the Roman atnge. Uii 
delicate features, his symmetrical shape, and tJic girlish graces of 
bis pantomimic gestures, bad made sad havoc in the hearts of tb« 
Bonian ladies, at all timea too susceptilile to histrionic charms. 
He tost nothing, either, of public attention, by bearing Uie name 
of Nero'a iil-fatefl favourite, and embarked at once, unhesitatingly, 
on the eome brilliant and dangerous career. But although it was 
the fashion to be in love with Pai'is, Valeria alone never yielded 
to the niode, but treated him witli all the placid indifierauoe she 
' leU for allractions that found no favour in her siglit. Stung by 
gleot, the petted actor paid devoted eourl K> the woman 
lisad him, and succeeded, aiter much importunity, in 
f on her to accord him an interview in her own house, 
e had the bad tnstc to make no small boaitt in anticipa- 
l Uyrriiina, who found out uiost tilings, lost no time in 
ing her mistreaa that her condescension was already as 
misrepresented as it was misplaced. The two laid their 
A MOordingly ; and when Paris, attired in the utmost splen- 
r, arrived panting to the premised interview, he found himpelf 
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Bozed by some half-dozen hideoua old negrcascs, who HnotlieTed 
him with careKses, stripped him ^m head to foot, forced him 
into the bath, and persisted in treating him as if he wei'e n 
dehcnte young lady, but with a qtiiet i-iolenoe the wliile, that il 
was ufleleea to resist. Tlie same swarthy tirewomen then dressed 
hira in female gaimenta ; and despite cf threats, stragglos, out- 
cries, and entreaties, placed him in Valeria's litter, and so carried 
him home to his own door. 

The ready wit of the play-actor put upon hia metam.orphoais 
the construction least favourable to the character of ita origi- 
nator; but he vowed a summary vengeance, we may be sure, 



' 1 think Paris knows what you think of him only too well, 
reanmed Myrrhina ; ' not but that he has a fair face of his oiro 
and a lovely shape for dancing, tliough, to be sure, Placidua is i 
finer figure of a man. Oh 1 if you could have seen him thi 
morning, madam, when he lay back so gi'aceiul in his chario^' 
and chid that pert lad of his for striking with his whip at tlie tall 
slave, who to be sure vanished like a flash of lightning, you would 
have said there wasn't such another patrician in the whole city of 
Home 1 ' 

' Enough of Placidus 1 ' interrupted her mhstrewi, impatiently ; 
' the subject wearies me. What of this tall slave, Myrrhina, who 
seems to have attracted your attention ? Did he look hke one nf 
the barbarians my kinsman Licinins cries np so mightily 7 la he 
handsome enough to atep with my Libumians, think you, under 
the day-htter ? ' 

The waiting-maid's eyes sparkled as she thought how pleasant 
it wotJd be to have him in the same household as herself; and 
any little restraint she might have experienced in running over 
the personal advantages tliat had captivated her fancy disappeared 
before this agreeable prospect. 

'Handsome enough, madam I' she exclaimed, removing the 
comb from her mouth, dropping her lady's hair, and flourisliing 
her hands with true Italian emphasis and rapidity, — ' handsome 
enough ! why he would make Uie Liburainns look like bald- 
headed vultures beside a golden eagle 1 Bnrhnrian, like enough, 
he may be, Cimbrian, Frisian, Ansi-barian, or what not, for 1 
caught the foreign accent tripping on his tongue, and wc have 
few men in Eome of stature equal to his. A neck hke a lower 
of marble ; arms and slioulders like the statue of Hercules 
yonder in the reslibide ; a iace, ay twice as h*autiiTi] as Pfiricles 
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r med&llion, widi the golden curia clustering round a 
forehead as white aa tnilk ; and eyes — ' 

Uere Mjrrhina stopped, a little at a loss for a simile, ami a 
good deal cut of breath bcBidpH. 

' Go on/ said Valeria, who had been listening in an nttitudc of 
lunguid attention, her eyes half closed, her li(ia parted, and the 
colour deepening on her cheek, ' What were his eyes like, 

, 'Well, they were like tlie blue aty of Campania in llie vint^e; 
y were tike the atones round the boxs of your atate-mantle ; 
y were like the sea at noonday from the long walla of Oatia. 
[ yet they flashed into sparks of fire when he looked at poor 
e Automedon. I wonder tho boy wasn't frightened I lam 
e I ehould have been ; oaly nothing frightens those impudent 
pig charioteers.' 
B Waa he my kinsman's slave ; are you sure, Myrrhina ? ' siud 
vmiatTess, in an accent of studied unconcern, and never moving 
iDgei &om her listless and comfortable attitude. 
PNo doubt of it, madam,' rephed the waiting-maid ; and would 
Bbably Iiave continued t«j enlarge on the congenial subject, had 
f not been interrupted by the entrance of one of tho damaela 
t had been Bummoned from the apartment, and returned to 
a that Hippias, tie retired gkdiator, waa in waiting — 
uld Valeria take her fencing-lesson ? ' 
Pat Valeria declined at once, and sat on before her mirror, 
even raising her eyes to the tempting picture it dis- 
Whatever waa the subject of her thoughts, it nuist have 
a very engrossing, she seemed so lotJi to he disturbeil. 



CHAPTER V. 



he Brltisli sLive, uuconscioiia that ha y 
the object of Valeria's interest and Myrrhina' 
threading his way through tlie crowded streets that adjoined the 
Forum, enjoying that vague sense of amusement with which a 
man surveys a scene of bustle and confusion that does not aiFecl 
his immediate concerns. 

Tlianks to the favour of Ins master, hia time was nearly at his 
1 disposal, and he had ample leisure to observe the bu^eit 



Hcene in the kncwn world, und to compare it, perHspi, with fhl 
peace and aiiiipUcity of thosa early dayH, whicb BcemeJ now( 
like Uie memories of k dream, bo completely had they paused 

Tlic busincsa of the Fomui wa* OTer : the markela H 
gorging their mingled Btream of purveyors, purcliasera, and idlsl 
lookera-on. The whole popiilatiun of Home was hurrying bomfli 
to dinner, and a motley crowd it iva.s. The citizGna themselves'; 
the Plebeians, properly ao called, Bcaicely formed one half of the' 
Bwaiinicg assemblage. Slaves innumerable hurried to and frc^ 
to speed the business or the pleaaurc of tlieir lords ; slaves oti 
every colour and of every nation, from the Scaiidinavian giftntjp 
with blue eyes and waving yellow lock^ to tho sturdy Ethiopioiy 
thick-lipped, and woolly-haired, the swarthy child of Afrioi^ 
whose inicritance has been servitude from tic earliest ages mitil 
now. Many a Homan born ■was there, too, amongst tho servile- 
crowd, aping the appearance and manner of a oitizeo, but wh*' 
shrank from a. master's irowa at home, and who, despite tha> 
acquirement of wealtli, and even the attainment of power, muatt 
die a bondsman, as he had lived. 

Not the least characteristic feature of the stale of uociety under 
the Empire was the troop of freedmon that overywhero accom- 
panied the peraon, and swelled the retinue of each powerful 
patrician. These manumitted slaves were usually bound by the' 
ties of interest as much as gratitude to the former master, who 
had now become their patron. Dependent on iim in many c 
for their daily ibod, doled out to them in rations at his door,,'; 
they were necessarily little emancipated from his authority by. 
their lately acquired freedom. While the relation of patron and 
client was productive of ctying evils in the Imperial City, while- 
the former threw the sliield of his powerfiil protection 
crimes of the lattei', and the client in retui-n became the willing 
pander to his patron's vices, it was the freedman who, more than 
all others, rendered himself a willing tool to his pabic 
employer, who yielded unliesitatingiy time, affections, probity,- 
and honour itself, to tlte caprices of his lord. They swarmed 
about the Forum now, rimning liither and thither with the obse^ 
quioua haste of the parasite, bent on errands which in too many 
cases would scarce have borne the light of day. 

Besides these, a vast number of foreigners, wearing the costumei ' 
of their different countries, hindered the course of traffic as thejr 
stood gaping, stupefied by the confusing soene on which they 
gazed. The Gaul, witt his aliort, chise -fit ting garme;it; 
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Pkrthun, witk his coiiieal «ihcc;ieltm up; the Muije, with his 
looae silken IrouEera ; the Jew, barefoot snd rohed in black ; llis 
Btatelj Spaniard, the fnwning Egyptian, and BtnODgst them &tl, 
windiDg hij way wherever tJie crowd was closest, with perfect 
esse and eelf-po^xession, tho euooth and supple Gre«k. Wben 
iome great man passed through the midst, borne alofi in hia 
litter, or leaning on the diouldar of a favourite dare, and freed- 
men and clients made a passage for him with threat, and puali, 
Knd blow, tlie latter would invariably misa the Greek to light on 
the pate of a humble mechanic, or the aliouldera of a sturdy 
barbarian, while the descendnnt of Leonida« or Alcibiade* would 
reply in whining aing-song tones to the verlial abuse, with Bonie 
biting retort, which was sure to turn the liiughtiT of the crowd 
on the aggressor. 

If Rome had once overrun and conquered the dominions of her 
elder sister in civilisation, the invaaion seemed now to be oil the 
other way. With the turn of the tide had come such an overflow 
cf Greek mannera, Greek customa, Greek morale, and Greek 
artifice, that the Imperial City was already losing ita natiiml 
characteristica ; and the very language was bo interlarded with 
the vocabulary of the conquered, that it was ftst becoming Ipm 
Latin than Gi-eek. The lioman ladies, especially, delighted in 
those euphonious syllables, which clothed Athenian eloquence in 
such mdodious rhythm; and their choicest terms of endearment 
in the language of love, were invariably whinpered in Greek. 

That Bupple nation, too, adapting itself to the degradation of 
slavery and the indulgence of ease, as it had risen in nobler times 
to tlie exigencies of liberty and the efiorta demanded by war, had 
nsnrped ttiQ greater portion of art, science, and even power, in 
Rome. The most talented painters and soulplora were Greeks. 
The moat enterprising contractors and engineers were Greeks. 
Bhetoric and elocution could only be learned in a Greek school, 
and mathematics, unless studied with Greek letters, mtist be 
esteemed coniiiEcd and tiaeless ; the fashionable invalid who 
objected to consult a Greek physician deserved to die ; and there 
was but one astrologer in Rome who could cast apatriciau horo- 
Kope. Of course he was a Greek. In the lower walks of 
criminal industry ; in the many iniquitous profesaiona called into 
existence by the luxtiry of a great city, the Greeks drove a 
riiriving and almost an exclusive trade. Whoever was in most 
repute, us an evil counsellor, a low buffoon, a money-lender, 
'sap, pander, or parasite, whatever might be his other qtialifio&- 
li'aek. 
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Anil many a scrutiaiaing glance was cast by profei 
Bucoessftd nation at the Britoa'a manly form as he strode throii^ 
the crowd, making liis way quietly but surely from sheer weight 
and strength. Tliey followed him witli covetous eyca, as they 
Bpociilatedou the various purposes to which bo ranch goo(3 manhood 
might be applied. They appraised him, so to speak, and took an 
iuTentory of his tliewB and sinewa, his limbs, hia stature, and his 
good looks ; but they refrained from accosting liim with iniportu - 
nate qaeations or insolent proposals, for there was a bold confident 
air about him, that bespoke the stout heart and the ready hand. 
The stamp of freedoio had not yet faded from hia brow, and he 
looked like one who was accustomed to take hia own part in a 

Suddenly a stoppage in the traffic arrested the moTing stream, 
which swelled in continually to a struggling, eager, vociferating 
mass. A dray, containing huge blocks of marble, and drawn by 
several files of oxen, had become entangled with the chariot of a 
passing patrician, and another great man's litter being checked by 
the obstruction, much confusion and bad language waa the result. 
Amused with the turmoil, and in no hurry to get home, the 
British slave stood looking over the heads of the populace at tie 
irritated and gesticulating antagonists, when a smart blow on the 
shoulder caused him to wheel auddenly round, prepared to return 
the injury with interest. At the same instant a powerful hand 
dragged him back by the tunic, and a grasp was laid on him, 
from which he could not shake himself free, while a rough good- 
humoured voice whispered in his ear; 

' Softly, lad, softly ! Keep hands off Cicsar'a lictora an' thou 
be'st not mad in good earnest. These gentry give more than 
they take, I can promise thee I' 

The speaker was a broad powerful man of middle size, ivith the 
chest of a Hercules; he held the Briton firmly pinioned in hia 
anna while he spoke, and it was well that he did bo, for the 
lictors were indeed forcing a passage for the Emperor himself, 
who was proceeding on foot, and aa far as was practicable incog., 
to inspect the fiah-maiket. 

Viteilius shuffled along with the lagging step of an infirm and ! 
bloated old man. His ihce was pale and flaliby, his eye dim, 
though sparkling at intervals with some little remnaut of the 
ready wit and pliant humour that had made him the favoui'ite of 
three emperors ere he himself attained the puiple. Supported 
by two freedmen, preceded and followed only by a file of lictora, 
and attended by ihree or four slaves, Cies.Tr was l;Jdng his short 




nopea «f acqniring some Utile appetite for dinntir: what 

iDcality BO Ikvoiirable for the fuTtheriuice of tliia object aa the fiah- 
nuu-kct, where the imperial glutton could feaat hLa eyes, if 
nothing else, on the choicest daintiea of tjie deep? lie was so 
seldom seeji abroad in Bome, thnt the Briton coiild not forbear 
following him with his glance, while Ilia new friend, relaxing his 
hold with great caution, whispered once more in his ear : 

' Ay, look well at him, man, and give Jove thanks thou art not 
an emperor. There's a shape for the purple 1 There's a head 
to carry a diadem 1 Well, well, for ail he's so white and flabby 
now, like a Lucrinc turbot, he could drive a uliariot once, and 
hold hia own at sword and buckler with the best of them. They 
soy lie can drink as weU as ever still. Not tliat he was a matcli 
for Nero in his beat days, even at that game. Ay, ay, they may 
latk aa they will : we've never had an emperor hke /urn bolore not 
since. Wine, wemen, shows, saoritices, wild-beaat fights ; — a 
li^on of men all engaged in the circus at once 1 Such a friend 
■s he was to our trade.' 

' And that trade 7 ' inquired the Briton good-hnraouredly 
enough, now his hands were tree : ' 1 think I can guess it witiiout 
asking too many questions.' 

' No need to guess,' replied the other. ' I'm not aahanied of 
my trade, nor of my name neither. Maybe yon Iiave heard of 
llirpinuB, the gladiator 7 Tuscan born, free Komau citizen, and 
wiiUng to match liimself with any man of his weight, on foot or 
on horseback, blindfold or half-armed, in or out of a war-chariot, 
with two swords, sword and buckler, or sword or spear. Any 
weapon, and every weapon, always excepting the net and iho 
noose. Those 1 can't bear talking about — to my mind they are 
not feir fighting. But what need I tell you all about it ? ' he added, 
running his eye over the slave'a powerful Jrame. ' I must sureiy 
liiivo seen you btfore. You look as >'' you belonged to tlie 
lajniiy* yourself! ' 

The slave smiled, not insensible to the compliment. 

' 'Tis a manlier way of getting bread than moat of the employ- 
mentK I see practised in Rome,' waa his reply, though he Epoke 
more to himself than his companion. ' A man might die a worse 
death than in the amphitheatre,' he added, meditatively. 

' A worse death 1 ' echoed Hirpinus. ' He could scarce die a 
better I Think of the rowa of heads one upon another piled up 
like apples to the very aimingr". Think of the [latricians and 

■ A technical term fur ■ ichool ul gUdittora tiaimil \ty tlii^ euidu mssloT. 
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s WAgering thdr collars and brficeletc, a&a 
in millionB, on the atiength of your arm, and the point of yom 
blade. Think of your own -rigour and manhood, trained till yoa 
feel as strong aa an elephant, and as iithe as a panther, with m 
honest wooden buckler on your arm, and two feet of pliant st«c 
in your hand, aa you defile by Craaj and bid him " Good^ 
morrow, from those viho havs come hen to die ! " Think of t] 
tough bout with your antaj^oniat, foot to foot, hand to hand, eyei 
to eye, feeling hia blade with your own (why a Bwordsman, ladf 
can fence aa well in the dark, as the daylight I), foiling his passei; 
drawing his attack, learning his feints, watching your opportunily} 
when you cstch it at last, in yoa dash like a wild cat, and tlHt 
guard of your eword rings sharp and true against his bFeaBt-i 
hone, aa he goes over backwards on the sand I ' 

' And if he gets the opportunity first 7 ' asked the slave, inte^ 
ipsted in spite of himself at the enthusiasm which carried hine 
irreaiBtibly along with it. ' If ymr guard is an inch too higlv 
fjour return a thought too slow? If you go backwards on the 
sand, with the hilt at yowr breast-bone, and the two feet of steel 
in your bosom ? How does it fed then 7 ' 

' Faith, lad, you must cross the Styx, to have that queatioi 
fiiJrly answered,' replied tlie other. ' I have had no such experi 
ence yet. When it oomea I shall know how to meet it. But thia 
talking makes a man tliirs^, and the sun is hot enough to baks 
SI negro here. Come with me. Lid 1 I know n shady nook, whert 
we can pierce a akin of wine, and aflerwarda play a game at 
quoits, or have a bout of wrestling, to while away the afternoon.'' 

The alare was nothing loth. Besides the debt of gratitude h< 
iwcd for preservation from a serious danger, tiiei'e was something 
n hia new fi-iend'a rough, good-humoured, and athletic manhood 
that won on the Briton's favour. Hiipinus, irith even more tlian 
their fierce courage, had less than the usual bmlalily of hia class, 
and possessed besides a sort of quaint and curele^ good-humour, 
by no means rare among the athletes of every time, which foimd 
its way at once to the natural sympathies of the slave. They 
started off accordingly, on the most amicable terms, in search of 
that refreshment which a few hotira' exposure to an 
rendered very desinjjle; but the crowd had not yet cleared o% 
and iheir progress was necessarily somewhat slow, notwithstand- 
ing that the throng of pas«engera gave w.iy readily enough before 
two such stalwart and athletic forms. 

Hirpinua thought it incumbent on him to take the Briton, 
IS it were, under his protection, and to point out to him th» 
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objecta of inierenl, and the importnnt pcraonngaa, M 
at that bour in the atreeta of liie oapiul, totally inr»- 
• of the fact, that his pnpil was as well ioftnicled on 
these points as liioiEelf. But the gladiator dearly Iotc<] a 
listener, and, tniLh to teU, was exlremeiy diiliise in his n«rr»- 
CiTea nhen he had got one to his mind. ThcHe generally turned 
on his own pbyfii^ proweaa, and hia deadly ex]iloitB in the 
amphitheatre, which he waa hy no meana dinposed to underrate. 
There are Eiome really brave men who are also boastori, and 
Hirpinus was one of them. 

He waa in the midst of a long dinsertation on the beantiea of 
an encounter fought oat between ciiked combatanta, srnied only 
with the swoid, and was explaining at great length a oertain 
bial thrufit ontaide bis antagonist's guard, and over his elbow, 
which he affirmed to be his own invention, and irresistible by 
any parry yet discovered, when the slnre felt liis gown pliickeil 
by ft female hand, and ttirning Bhari>ly rotmd was comewhat 
diauoQcerted to find himself face to face with Valeria's woitiug- 
miuil. 

' You are wanted,' said she unceremonioualy, and with an 
imperious gesture. ' You are to come to niy lady this instwit, 
Make haste, man ; she cannot brook waiting.' 

Myrrhina pointed while she spoke to where a closed litter 
home aloft by four toll Libumian slaves, had stopped the traffic, 
and already become the nucleus of a crowd. A white hand 
peeped through its curtains, as the slave approached, mu^rised 
Rud somewhat abashed at this unexpected appeal. 

ilirpiaus looked on with grave approval the while. Arriving 
close beneath the litter, of which the curtain was now open, the 
slave paused and made a gracefid obeisance ; then, drawing him- 
self up proudly, stood erect before it, looking unconsciously his 
best, in the pride of his youth and beauty, Valeria's cheek wa* 
pxler than usual, aud her altitude more languid, but her grey 
eyes sparkled, and a smile played round her mouth as she 
addressed him. 

' Myrrhina tell.t ma that you are tlie niaa who brought 
a ba^et of flowers to my house thia morning from Licinius, 
Why did you not wait to carry back my salutations to my 
kinsman 1 ' 

The colour mounted to the slave'a brow as he thought of 
Automedon's insolence, but he only replied humbly, ' Had I 
.toown it was your wirfi. lady, 1 had been standing in your porch 
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She marked liia riwng colour, and atuibuted it to the effect of 4 
her own dnie^ling beauty. T 

' Myirhina knew you at oace ia the crowd,' said slie, gm- , 
cious]y ; ' and indeed yours ia a feco and figure not easily J 
niiatakeu in Eome. I should recognise you myself anywhcrej 
now.' J 

She paused, expecting a suitable reply, but tlie slavo, albeit! 
not insensible to the compliment, only blushed again and waail 

Valeria, meanwhile, whose motives in Bummoning him h 
litter had been in the first instance of simple curioaity to sei 
stalwart barhamn who had so excited Myrrhina's admiration,^ 
and whom that sharp-sighted damsel liad recognised in an inelantl 
;«nongst the populace, now found herself pleased and intereatiadB 
by the quiet demeanour and noble bearing of this foreign slave, ■ 
She had always been susceptible to mauiy beauty, and here shel 
beheld it in its noblest type. She was rapacious of admiratiDoa 
m oil quarters ; and here she could not but flatter herself she-1 
gathered an undoubted tribute to the power of her charma. 
owned all a woman's interest in anything that had a spice of 
mysteiy or ronmnce, and a woman's unfailing instinct in dis- 
covering high birth and gentle breeding under every disguise ; 
and here she found a delightful puzzle in the manner and 
nppeamuce of her kinsman's mesisenger, whose positioa seemed 
so at variance with his looks. She had never in her life 
laid the slightest restraint on hei thoughta, and but little on hci' 
uctious — she bad never left a purpose imfulfilled, nor a wish mi- 
gratifiod — but a strange and new feehag, at which even her 
courageous nature quailed, seemed springing up la her heail 
wliile she gazed with half-closed ^es at the Briton, and hesitated 
to confess, even to herself, that she had never seen such a man as 
tliia in her life before. 

It was in a soUened tone th.it ahe again addressed him, moving 
on her couch to show an ivory shoulder and a rounded ann to 
tlie best advantage. 

' You are a confidential servant of my kinsman's 7 You are 
attached to his person, and always to bo found in his hou.sehold ? ' 
slie asked, more with a view of detaining him thau for any Hxed 
purpose. 

'I would give my life for l.iciniusl' was the prompt and 
tqiirited reply, 

'But you are gentle born,' she resumed, with incre««ing ■ 
interest; 'how came you in your present dro-is. your prenonl 
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n ? Ijcmiiis lioa never mentiontd you to tue. I do nnt 
even knowyoiir name. Wlmt is it 7' 

' Esca,' answered the slave, proudly, and looking llie wliile 
anything but a slave, 

' Esca I' she repented, dwelling on the ^Ikhlea, with a slow 
siift cadence ; ' Eaca 1 'Tia none of our Lnttn naniei ; but ihut I 
itiight have known already. Who and what are yon V 

There was aoraclhing of defiance in the melanchol}' tone with 
which he answered : 

'A prince in my own conntry, and a chief often thousand. A 
barbarian and a slave In Bomc' 

She gave him her hand to kiaa, with a gesture of pily that wn» 
almost a. caress, and then, na though asbamed of hci' own cfin* 
descenaion, bade the Libumiana angrily to ' go on.' 

Eaca looked long and wistfully after tbe litter as it disappeared ; 
but Hirpinna, clapping him on the back with his heavy han*l, 
burst into a hearty laugh while he declared : 

' 'Tia a clear case, comrade. " Came, aaw, and conquered," km 
the great soldier said. I have known it a hundred times, but 
alwaya to men of muscle like thee and me. By Castor nnd 
Pollux I lad, thou art in luck. Ay, ay, 'tia always ao. Slie 
t-ikes thee for a gladiator, and they'll look at nothing but a 
gladiator now. Gome on, iirother; we'll drink a cup Ic every 
litter of her name 1 ' 



CHAPTER VI. 



It was the cool and calming hour of aunaet. Esca was strolling 
quietly hcmewarda after the piirsruits of the day. He had emp- 
tied a wine-akin with Hiroinus; and, resisting tliat worthy'n 
entreaties to mark ao auapicioua a meeting by a deliauch, ha 1 
accompanied him to tlie gymnasium, where the Briton 'a magnifi- 
cent strength and prowess raiaed him higher tlian ever in the opinion 
of the experienced athlete. Untiring aa were tlic trained muscles 
of the professional, he found himself unable to cope with tlie 
barbarian in such exercises as demanded chiefly untaught physical 
power and length of limb. In running, leaping, nnd wrestling, 
Esca was more than a match for the gkdiator. In hurling the 
"it, and fencing with woodtn foilrt, tlie latter'= ronst-uit priictjce 
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gave him the advantt^, and when he fastened round his wrirtK 
and hands the leatiern thong or cestas, UHed for Ihe aame purpoae 
as our modem boxing-glove, and proposed a round or two of that 
manly exei'ciae to conclude with, ho little doubted that his own 
flciencB and experience would afford him an easy Tictory, The 
result, however, was far different from his expectations. His 
nntagonist'B powers were eapecially adapted to this particular 
kind of contest ; his length of limb, hia quickneaa of eye, hand, j 
and foot, his youthful elasticity of muscle, and hia imfailing wind) J 
rendered him an invincible combatant, and it was with something J 
like pique that Hirpinua was compelled to CL'nfesa as mnoh tcrl 
himaelf. fl 

At the end of tlie first round he was satiafied of hia miatakflfl 
in underrating so formidable an opponent. Ere the second friirlfl 
half through, he had exhausted all the resources of hie own akiljjf 
without gaimag the alighteat advantage over his antagonist; 
with the couclueion of a third, he flung away the cestus in waj 
feigned diHguEt at the heat of the weuther, and proposed oi 
more akin of wine before parting, to drink suocees to the profoi 
won, and speedy employment for the gladiators at the approachil 
g^miEB in the amphitheatre. 

' Join us, man 1 ' said Hirpinua, dropping something of t 
patmmising air he had before affected, ' Thou wert bom to ba 
swordsman. Hippiaa would (each thee in a week to hold thU 
own against tlie best fencers in Rome. I myself will look to 
food, tiiy training, and thy private practice. Tliou wotddat 5 
thy liberty easily, after a few victories. Think it over, mi 
and when thou hast decided, come to the fencing-echo ol yonde 
and ask for old Hirpinus, The steel may have a speck of rust 
it, but it's tough and liue etiU ; bo faro thee well, lad. I 
to hear from thee again before long ! ' 

The gladiator accordingly rolled off with more than his usu 
aiisuroption of manly independence, attributable to the measui^j 
of rough Sabine wine of which he had drunk !iis ful! share, 
whilst the Briton walked quietly away in the direction of his 
home, enjoying the cool breeze that fanned his brow, and foUow-. 
ing out a train of vague and complicated reflections, originating 
in the advice of his late companion. 

The crimson glow of a aiunmer evening had faded into the 
Bcrene beauty of a summer night. Stars were flashing out, ontt 
by one, with mellow lustre, not glimmering laintly, as in on 
northern climate, but hanging like silver lamps, in the infinity D 
the sky. The busy turmoil of the atreetfl hud subsided to 
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tD3 irowBy liiim ; tlie few chnnce poasengeTB who atill jinced 
then), went softly and at leiimre, as though enjoytog the soothing; 
influence of the hour. Even here, in the great aity, everything 
seemed to breathe of peace, and oontenCmenC, and repose. Ewai 
walked duwly on, lost in meditation. 

Suddenly, the claah of cymbals and the sound of voicoa stnidc 
upon his ear. A wild and fitful melody, riBing and falling with 
Rtrange thrilling cadence, was borne upon the breeze. Even 
while he stopped to listen, it swelled into a full harmonious 
qhoruB, and he recognised the chant of the worahippera of IsIb, 
retoming from the unholy celebration of her rites. Soon tlie 
glnre of torchea heralded iia approach, and the ttimnltuous pro- 
session wound round the oomer of the atreet with all the strange 
grotesque ceremonies of their order. Claaliing their cymbals, 
dashing their torohea together till the sparks flew up in showern, 
toBrang their bare arms aloft with frantic gestures, the smooth- 
feced priests, having girt their linen garments tightly round theii 
loins, were dancing to and fro beibre the image of the god- 
dess with bacchanalian energy. Some were bareheaded, sonie 
erowned witJi garlands of the lotus-leaf, and some wore masks 
representing the heads of doga and other imimals ; but all, though 
leaping wildly here and there, danoed in the same step, all used 
[he same mystmoua gestures of which the meaning was only 
known to the initiated. The figure of the goddess herself was 
borne aloft on the ahouldera of two sturdy priests, fiit, oily, 
Smooth, and aenaua!, with the odious look of their kind. It 
represented a stately woman crowned with the lotus, holding a 
four-barred lyre in her hand. Gold and silver tinsel was freely 
scattered over her flowing garments, and jewels of considerabla 
value, the gifts of unusually fervent devotees, might be observed 
upon her boaom and around her neck and arms. Behind her 
were carried the different symbols by which her qualities were 
Bupposed to be typified; amongst these an image of the iscred 
cow, wrought in frosted Mlver with horns and hooft of gold, 
showed the moat conspicuous, borne aloft as it was by an acolyte 
in the wildcat stage of inebriety, and wavering, with the uncertain 
movements of its bearer, over the heads of the throng. 

In the van moved the priests, bloated ennucha clod in white; 
behind these came the sacred images carried by younger votaries, 
who, aspiring to the sacerdotal office, and already prepared for its 
fiinctions, devoted themselves assiduously in the meantime to 
"** orgies with which it was their cu^Jtom to celebrate the worship 
Iheir deity. MadJened with wine, hare-limbed and with 
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diaheTelled lacks, tliey danced frantically- to and fro, darting at 
interraJs from their ranks, and compelling the passeagera whom 
tliey met lo turn behind tjiem, and help to swell the rear of the 
proceaaion. This waa formed of a motley crew. Rich and poor, 
old and young, the proud patrician and the squalid elaTe, were 
mingled together in turbulent confusion ; it was difficult to dia- 
linguish those who formed a pai't of the original pageant from 
the idlers who had attached themselres to it, and, hfiYing caught 
the contagious excitement, vociferated as loudly, luid leaped 
about as wildly, as the initiated themselves. 

Amongst these might be seen some of the fairest and prondeat' 
faces in Rome. Noble matrons reared in luxury, under the very 
busts of those iUustiious ancestors who had been counsellorB of _ 
kings, defenders of the commonwealth, senatoi's of the empire^, 
thought it Bo shame to be seen njoling about the public r* — *- ' 
unveiled and flushed with wine, in the company of thi 
notorious and profligate of theit sex. A multitude of torcl 
shed their glare on the uptimied faces of the throng, and on c 
tliat looked, with its scornfiil lips and defiant brow, to have 
buaineas there. Amongst the wildest of these revellers, Valeria' 
haughty head moved on, towering above the companions, wifl^ 
whom she seemed to have nothing in commpn, save a fierol 
determination to set modesty and propriety at defianoe. 

Eaca caught her glance as she swept by, She blushed crimson^i 
he observed even in the torchlight, and seemed for an instant to 
shrink behind the portly form of a priest who marched at het 
side ; but, immediately recovering herself, moved on with t^ 
gradually paling cheek, and a haughtier step than before. 

He had little leisure, however, to observe the scornful beauty, 
whose charms, to tell the truth, had made no shght impressii 
his imagination ; for a disturbance at its head, which had 
passed him some distance, had stopped the progress of the whole 
procession, and no small confusion was the result. 

The torch-hearers were hnrrying to the front. The silver cow 
had faUen and been replaced in an upright position more than 
Diiee. The goddess herself had nearly shared the same fate. The 
lacrud chant had ceased, and instead a hundred tongues wero 
Tooiferating at once, some in anger, some in expostulation, some 
lu maudlin ribaldry and mirth, ' Let her go 1 ' cried one. 'Hold 
her Smt I ' shouted another. ' Bring her along ivith you I' 
renaoned a drunken acolyte. ' If she be worthy she will oonfono: 
W the worahip of the goddess. If she be unworthy she shall, 
wperience the divine irrotli of Isis I ' ' Mind wlukt you arff 
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interposed n iiitfe canlioiM votary. ' Slie is a I{orna:i 
maideD,' said one. ' She's a barb-triim ! ' iihricked another. 
' A Mede I ' 'A Spaniard 1 ' 'A Persian 1 ' 'A Jcwcsa ! A 

In the meantime the unfortunate cause of all this turmoil, a 
young girl closely veiled and dressed in black, was struggling in 
the urms of a large unvteldy eunuch, who had scixod her as a 
tinwk pounces on a pigeon, and despite her agonised entreattea, 
for the poor thing was in mortal fear, held her ruthlessly in his 
grasp. She had been surrounded by the lawless band, ere slio 
waa anu-e, as she glided quietly round the street corner, on her 
homeward way, had shrunk up against the wall ia tlio desperate 
hope that she might remain unobserved or unmolested, and found 
herself, aa was to be expected, an immediate object of insult to thf 
dissolute and licentioua crew. Though her dress was torn one 
her arms bruised from the unmanly violence to which she was 
Bubjccteil, with true feminine modesty she kept her veil closely 
drawn rotmd her face, aud resisted every effort for its removal, 
with a firm strength of which those slender wrists seemed hardly 
capable. 

Aa the eunuch gi'asped her with drunken violence, bonding hit 
huge body and bloated S&cfi over tlio shrinking figure of the girl, 
Hhe could not suppress one piercing shriek for help, though, even 
while it hit her lijis, she felt how futile it must be, and how 
utterly hopeless was her situation. It was echoed by a hundred 
voices in tones of mockery and derision. 

Little did Spado, for such was the eunuch's name, little did 
Spado think liow near was the aid for which his victim called ; 
how sudden would be the reprisals that should astonish himself 
with their prompt and complete redress, reminding him of what 
ho had long forgotten, the strength of a man's blow, and the 
weight of a man's arm. At tlie first sound of the girl's voice, 
Esca had forced his way through the crowd to her assistance. In 
three strides he had come up widi her aasailant, and laid hia 
heavy grasp on Spado's fut shoulder, while he bade him in low 
detennined accents to release his prey. The eunuch smiled inso- 
lently, and replied with a brutal jest. Valeria, interested in spile 
of herself, could not resist an impulse to press forward and see 
what woa going on. Long afterwards she delighted to recall die 
scene slie uow beheld with far more of exultation and excitement 
than alarm. It had, indeed, especial attraction for an iniagiiiatiou 
like hers. 
B^tanding out in the red glare of the torches, like the bi^jnae 
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stutue of flomB demigod alartiiig into life, towered tho t 
of Ehcs, defiance in hia attitude, anger on hia brow, and icsietlBe 
strength in the quivering outline of each sculptured limb. Withia 
arm's length of him, tlie obese, ungracefiil ehape of Spado, wilJi 
liie broad Sat iace, expressive chiefly of gluttony and scDsoal 
enjoyment, but wearing now an ugly look of maUce and appr«^ 
lienaion. Starting back Stoax his odious embrace to the utmoaf 
length of Ler outstretched arms, the veiled form of the fiight^neS 
girl, her head turned from the eunucli, her hands preaaed againd 
his cheat, eveiy line of her figure denoting the extreme of hoiTon 
and averaon, and di^ust. Eound the three, a shifting i 
grinning laces, and losaing anus, and wild bacchanalisn gesturea { 
the whole rendered more grotesque and unnatural by ^e lurid 
flickering light. With an unaccountable fascination ValeriJ 
watched for the result. 

' Let her go 1 ' repeated Esca, in the distinct accents with whiot 
a mna speaks who is shout to strike, tightening at the a 
H gi'ipe which went into the enuncli's soft £eah like iron. 

Spftdo howled in mingled rage and fear, but released the gitl 
nevertheless, who cowered instinctively close to her protector. 

' Help 1 ' shouted the euniich, looking round for assislanc 
from hia comrades, ' Help I I say. Will ye see the priest mis 
handled and the goddess reviled 7 Down with him I down iTith 
him, comrades, and isep hirn dov 

There is little doubt tliat had Esca's head once touched thd 
ground it had never risen again, for the priests ware crowtUnj 
about him with wild yells and savage eyes, and tie fierce revelr 
while ago was faat wanning into a thirst for blood. Valerii 
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thrust her way into the circle, though slie 
Briton — not for an instant. 

It was getting dangerous, though, to rema 
this frantic crew. Esca woimd one arm n 
and opposed the other shoulder to the throng, 
by his comrades, struck irildly at the Bi ' 
efibrt to recover his prey. 

Esca drew himself together like a panther about to spring, then 
ois long sinewy arm fleiv oat with the force and impulse of & 
catapult, and the eunuch, reeling backwards, fell heavily to the 
ground, with a gash upon hia cheek like the wound inflicted by 

' Eiige I ' exclaimed Valeria, in a thrill of admiration an 
delight. ' Well struck, by Ilereulea 1 Ah I these borbariam 
have at leiist the fi-ea use of tlieir limbs. Why the priest 
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B ■ white ox at the Mucian Gale. Is he nmch hur^ 
think ye ? WUI he ri*e again 7 ' 

The last aentenco was addreawd to iho throng who now 
crowded round the proairjite Spado, and waa but the result of tlnti 
pity which ia never quite dormant in a woman's breast, Tlie 
bllen eunuch seemed indeed ia no hurry to get upoD hla li^a 
again. He rolled about in hideous disco in Gtiire, and gave vtnt 
to hia fi^eliDgs in loud and pitiful mosna and luuentanoua. 

Ailer mich on example of the Briton's proweiia, none of hor 
ather volaries Eeemed to think it incumbent on them to vindicata 
ihe majesty of the goddeaa by further interference with tlie 
maiden and her protector. Supporting and almost carrying her 
drooping form, Esca huriied her away witli swift firm BIridM, 
pauang and looking back at interrale, oa though loth to leave hi* 
irork hnlf liniahed, and hy no means unwilling to renew the 
contest. The last Valeria saw of him was the turn of his noW« 
head beiiiling down with a courteous and protecting gcstwo, to 
oonsole and reaasure hia frightened charge. 

All hcT womanly instincts revolted at that moment from the 
odious throng with whom she was involved. She could have 
foiuid it in her heart to ouvy that ob.>«;ure and itnknown girl 
hurrying away yonder through the darkening streets on the 
arm of her powerful protector — could have wished herself a 
peasant or a slave, with some one being in the world to look up 
to, and to love. Valeria's life had been that of a spoiled child 
&om the day she left her cradle — that gilded cradle over which 

tnursoa had repeated their customary Roman blessing with an 
haais that in her case seemed to he prophetic : 

The metaphorical flowers of wealth, prosperity, and adnviralion, 
did indeed seem to spring up beneath her feet, and her stately 
heau^ would have dona no discredit to an imperial bride j but it 
must have been something more than outward pomp and show— . 
something nobler than the purple and the diadem — that could 
have won its way to Valeria's heart. 

She was habituated to the beautiful, the costly, tlie refined, till 
^e had learned to consider such qualities as the mere essentials 
of life. It seemed to her a simple matter of course tliat houaes 
diould be noble, and chariots luxurious, and horses swift, and 
men brave. Tlie nil attmirari was the maxim of ilie class in 

ich she lived ; and whilst their standard was thus placiid at 
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Kupcriativu, lliat. which came up to it received n( 
excellence, that wliich fell sliort woa ti'eated with dieappTOVAl u 
contempt. Valeria's life had heen one constant round of plea 
and aiauBement ; yet she was not happy, not even contei 
Day by day she felt the want of some fresh interest, somo f 
excitement ; and it was this craving probably, more t 
liepravily, which di'ove her, in common with many of her & 
panionfi, into such disgraceful scenes as %rere enacted at 
worship of Juno, Isis, and the other goda and goddesses c 
mythology. 

Lovers, it is needless to say, Valeria had won in plenty, 
lew fees possessed for her but the attraction of its novdiy, 
iavonrito of the hour had small cause to plmne himself oi 
position. For the first week he interested her cniiosity, for tbs- 
second he pleased her fancy, after which, if lie waa wise, he toaki 
liis leave graceiully, ere he was bidden to do ao with a frankna 
that udanitted of no misconception. Perhaps the only person i 
the world whom slie respected, was her kinsman Liciniua; 
tliia, none the less, that she possessed no kind of inlluence i 
hiB feelings or hia opinions ; that she well knew he viewed he* 
proceedings often ivitli disapprobation, and entertained for het 
character a kindly pity not far removed from contempt. Eyeq 
Juhus Placidua, who waa the most persevering, aa he w 
oraflieat, of her adorers, had made no impression on her heartr 
She appreciated his intellect, she was amused with his ci 
tion, she approved of his deep schemes, his layish extravaganco,. 
his unprincipled recklessness ; but she never thought of him fojE 
an instant alter he was out of her sight, and there was something 
in the cold-blooded ferocity of his ohai'acter &om which, even ip 
his presence, she unconaoioualy recoiled. Perhaps she admired, 
[lie person of Ilippias, her fencing- master, a retired gladiator, who 
combined handsome regularity of features with a certain wo 
and warhke air, not without its charm, more than tlial of a _ 
man whom she had yet seen, and with all her pride and her cold 
exterior, Valeria was a woman to be captivated by the eye ; 
Hippias, from his professional reputation, waa the darling of half 
the matrons in IJome, and it may be that she only foUowed the 
e-tttmple of her friends, with whom, at this period of the Empire, 
it was considered a proof of the highest fashion, and the best- 
taste, to be in love with a gladiator. 

Strong in her passions, as in her physical organisation, Lha 
former were only bridled by nn unbending pride, and an inlenaic^ 
of will more than masculine in i\a resolution. As under that 
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liSuo ilic miiBclea of tlic raunJ while arm were firm tni) 

1 like marble, ao beneath that ftir and Cranqnil boaom tltun 

n heart that far good or evil could dare, endiiro, and defy Uio 

Valeria was a woman whom none but a very bold or 

' ignorant auitw would have taken to hia breast ; yet it may 

he right man could hare Uimcd, arid mado her gentle and 

.a the dove. 

low Honiething eeenied lo lell liar tliat the void in her 
IS filled nt last. Esca's mnnly tieauty had made a strong 
(sion on her aenaes; the anomdy of hia position had capti- 
: imagination ; there ivaa Bomething very attractive in 
b mystery that Eiurounded hira ; there was even a wild thrill 
pleasure in the shame of loving a slave. Then, when he stood 
I, the champion of that poor lielplesa girl, brave, handaome, 
[ victoriouG, tlic charm waa completo ; and Valeria'a eyed 
rwed him as he disappeared with a longing loving look, that 
ever glistened ia tbun in her life before. 
S Briton hurried away with his arm round the droopiiiK 
e of his ccmpaniou, and for a time forbore to apeak a woixl 
n of Bncouragement or consolation. At first the reaction ol 
r feedings turned her sick and faint, then a burst of weeping 
roe to her relief; ere long the tears were flowing ailuntly; and 
^ girl, who indeed showed no lack of courage, had recovered 
"" suffioicnlly tn look up in her protector's iace, and pout 
IT thanks with a quiet eajnestncss tliat showed tliey cauie 
it from the heart. 

1 tmat you,' she said, in a voice of peculiar sweetnesM, 
br>gh her Latin, like his own, waa touched with a slightly 
ragn accent. ' I can read a. brave nian'a face — none better, 
e have not far to go now. You will take me safe home?' 
j* I will guard yon (o your veiy door,' said he, in tonea of tlit 
Hpest respect. ' But you need fear nothing now ; the drunken 
^le and their mysterious deity are far enough off by this time, 
a noble worship, truly, for such a city as this — the miatresK 
e world 1 ' 

B gods! false goda!' rephed tlie girl, very eanieslly. 
t how can men be ao blind, so degraded V Here she stopped 
inly, and clung closer to her companion'a arm, drawing her 
jghter roynd her (ace tlie while. Her quick ear had caught 
file sound of hurrying footsteps, and she dreaded pursuit. 

' 'Tie nothing,' aaid Esca, encouraging her ; ' the most we luive 
, to dread now is some dnmkcn freedman or client reeling home 
1 his patron's supper-table. They ai-e a weakly race, tlioaii 



Koman citizens,' he adden, goud-hnmouredly [ 
promise to Btave them off if they come not mort 
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The cheerful tone reaaaured her no leas than the strong a. 
which she clung. It waa delightful to fed Bo safe after the frigh 
she had undergone. The footstepa were indeed those of a fei 
dissolute idlei's loitering home after a debauch. They had haa 
tened forward on espying a female figure ; but there was some 
thing in the air of her protector that forbade a near approBcll 
and they shrank t« the o0ier aide of the way rather than come ii 
contact with ho powerful an opponent. The girl felt proud a 
her escort, and eeSei every miuut*). 

By this time she had guided him into a dark and narrol 
street, at the end of which the Tiber might be seen gleaminj 
under the starlit sky. She stopped at a mean-looking door, le 
into a dead-wall, and applying her liaud to a secret spring, 5 
opened noiselessly to her touch. Then she tiirned to foce ha 
companion, and said, frankly, ' I have not thanked you h& 
rnough. Will you not enter our poor dwelling, and share with 
us a morsol of food and a cup of wine, ere you depart upon y 

Esca was neither hungry nor ihirsty, yet he bowed his liai 
imd followed her into the house. 



CHAPTER Vll, 



I 



The dwelling io which the Briton now found himself presoutoi 
a strange contrast of BimpUcity and splendour, of wealth 
trugalily, of obacnre poverty and costly refinement. Th^ 
was bare and weather-stained ; but a silver lamp, burning per- 
fumed oil, was fixed against its HUrCice on a bracket of oommi 
deah Though tlie stone floor was damp and broken, it iv 
partially covered by a soft thick carpet of brilliant colours, whi 
ehawls from the richest looms of Asia hui^ over the mutilated 
wooden seats and the crazy couch, which appeared to be th^ 
congenial furniture of the apartment. Esca could not bul 
remark on the some inconsistency throughout all the i 
details of the household. A measure of rich ivine from th( 
Lebanon was cooling in a pitoher of coarse eartbenware, a draught 
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r irater sparkled in a cup of gold. A bundle of etutcni 
invelics, inlaid with ivory and of beaudM finish and workninn- 
diip, kept guard, as it were, over a plain two-edged iword dcTotU 
of ornament, and with a himdle &ajed and worn as though from 
constant use, that looked like a weapon born for work not show, 
some rough soldier's rude but trusty &iend. The room of which 
Eaca thiiB caught a hasty glance aa he passed tlirongh, opened on 
an inner apartment, which seemed to have bccD originally equally 
bare and dilapidated, but of which the furniture v/aa even more 
rich and incongruous, It wae flooded by a Boft warm light, shed 
from a lamp burning some rare Syrian oil, tliat was acnrcely to 
be procured for money in Rome. It dazaled Esca'a eyes oh he 
{iillowed the girl through the outer apartment into this retreat, 
and it waa a few Beconds ero he recovered his sight suiEcieiitty to 
lake note of the objects that eurroundcd him. 

A venenhle man with bold head and long silvery heard wM 
sitting at the table when they entered, reading from a roll of 
parclimcQt filled lo the very margin with cbaractera in the Syrinc 
language, then generally spoken over the whole of Asia Minor, 
and suliiciently familiar at Rome. So immersed was ha in his 
Btudiea, that he did not seem to notice hci arrival, till the girl 
rushed up to him, and, without unyeiling, threw herself into hin 
arms with many exprcsaiona of endearment and delight at her own 
retura. The language in which she spoke was unknown to tlie 
Briton ; but he gathered irom her gestures, and the agitation 
which again overcome her for on instant, that she was relating 
her own ti-oubles, and the part he had himself borne in the adven- 
tures of the night. Presently she turned, and drew him forward, 
while she said in Latin, with a little sob of agitation between 
every sentence ; 

' Behold my preserver — tlio youth who came in like a lion 
lo save me from those wicked men 1 Thank him in my father's 
name, and yours, and all my kindred and all my tribe. Bid him 
welcome to the beat our bouse affords. It is not every day a 
daughter of Judah meets wilh on arm and a heart like his, when 
^ falls into the grasp of the heathen and the oppressor I' 

The old man stretched hia hand to Eaca with cordiality and 
good-will ; as he did so, the Briton could not but observe how 
kindly was the smile that mantled over his serene and gentle 
fiwe. 

' My brother trill be home ere long,' said he, ' and will himself 
lliank you for preserving bis daughter from insult and worae. 
itirae Calcbaa bids you heartily welcome to Eliazar'a huuaa. 



Marinmce/ he added, tliruing to the girl, ' prepare ua n moi 
of food that we ma^ eat. It is not tho custom of our nation 
Bend a strajiger fasting from the door.' 

The girl departed on her hospitable misaion, and Eaca, maki 
light of hia prowesH, and of the danger incurred, gave his o 
version of the night's occurrence, to which Calchaa listened w 
grave interest and approval. When he had concluded, the old 
man pointed to the scroll he had been reading, which now lay 
rolled up on the table at hia hand. 

' The time wilJ come,' enid he, ' when the words that i 
written here shall be in the mouths of all men on the fiurfacc o 
tho known eartli. Then shall there be no more etrife, nor oppresl 
Hion, noi- suffering, nor sorrow. Then shiill men love each othei 
like bi'olliera, and live only in kindliness andgood-will. The daj 
may seem far distant, and the means may seem poor and inade 
([uate now, yet so it is written here, and so will it be at last.' 

' You think that Borne will extend her domioionG farther ami 
farther? That she will conquer all known nations, aa she has 
conquered us ? That sJie means to he in fact what she proudly 
styles herself, "The Mistress of the World?" Bi truth, the 
Eagle's wings arc wide and sti'ong. His beak is very sharp, an4 
where hia talona have once fastened themselves, they never agairt 
let go their hold!' 

Calchaa smiled and shook hia head. 

' The Dove will prevail against the Engle, aa love is a atrongei 
power than hate. But it is not of Rome I apeak as the fiitun 
inJluence that shall eatabliah the great good on earth. T& 
Legions are indeed weO*tmitied, and brave even to the death 
hut I know of soldiers in a better service than Cajsar's, whos 
warfare ia harder, whose watches are longer, whose adversaria 
arc more numerouH, but whose triumph is more certain, and morfl 
gloriouBat the last.' 

Esca looked aa if he understood him not. The Briton' 
thonghts were wandering back to the tramp of columns and the 
clash of steel, and the gallant stand made against the invader hy 
the white-rolDed warriors ivith their long swords, amongst whom 
he had been one of the boldest and the best. 

' It is hard to strive against Home,' said he, with a gli 
cheek and sparkling eye. ' Yet I cannot but think, if wi 
never been provoked to an attack, if we had kept steadily c 
defensive, if we had moved inland aa he approaehed, har: 
and cutting him off whenever we aiw an opportunity, but 
Buffering him to make one for hiroaeif — trusting more t 




TRUTW. 4A 

V^ipoodB hnS rivere, and less to our own right tu>t)d»— we migbl 
oaTe tamed tlie Eagle and clipped his wiDgis, ftnd but him b*clc 
icroBB t!ie sea at la^l. But nliat have I lo do with sauh tnatttn 
now?' he lidded, while hia whole couatcnanco fell m hiiur 
humiliattoQ. 'I, a poor barbsrian cafitive, and a slave here iti 

Calchas studied his face with a keen BcruUniaDg glance, then 
lie hdd hia hand on the young man's Blioalder, and mid, inquir- 
ingly : 

' There ie not a grey hair in jour cluBtering loclu, nor n 
wrinkle on your brow, yet you hsTe known sorrow ? ' 

' Who has not ? ' replied the other cheerfiiUy, ' and yet I nern 
thought to have come to this.' 

' You are a slare, and you would be free?' aaked CnJchiu^ 
dowly and inipresHively, 

' I am a. slave,' repented tlie Briton, ' and I shall be fn«. 
But not tin death.' 

' And ftfterdeath?' proceeded the old man, in the same gentle 
inquiring tone. 

' After death,' answered the other, ' 1 ahaSl be free as ih* 
elements I have been taught to wornliip, and into nhich they 
tell me I shall be resolved. What need I know or care more 
llian lliat in death tliere will he neither pleasiire nor pain ?' 

' And is not hfe with all its clianges too sweet to lose on Biu^ 
Icrma as these?' asked the older man. 'Are you contect to 
believe that, like one walking through a quicksand, tlie Toobrtcpa 
you leave are filled up and obliterated behind you an you piisa 
on? Can you bear to think that yesterday is indcfnl b.inislieil 
and gone for ever? That a to-morrow muat eome of black anil 
endless night ? Death should be really terrible if this is your 
conviction and your creed 1 ' 

' Death is never terrible to a brave man,' ansivei'cd Esca. ' A 
Briton need not be taught how to die sword in hand.' 

' You think you are brave,' said Calchaa, looking wistfully on 
tliQ other's rifling colour and kindling eyes. ' Ah 1 you have not 
seen my comrades die, or you would know that aonietliing better 
than courage is required for the service to which we belong. 
Wliat think ye of weak women, tender ehrinking maJdenR, worn 
with &tigue, emaciated with hanger, fainting with heat and thirst, 
brought out to be devoured by beasts, or to suffer long and 
agonising tortures, yet smiling die wliile in quiet calm content- 
ment, a-i seeing the home to which they are hastening, the 
joph but a few shon hours cIT? Wh;.t think yo of the 
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cnptBins Jcder wliom I eerved, who here at Gome, i 
Ccesar ftnd hia power, vindicated the honour of their Lord hqA 
died without a mmTrmr for Hia cause? I waa with Peter, I tell 
you, Peter the Galilean, of whom men talk to this day, of v 
men eliall never cease to tallc in af^er ages, when he opposed b 
Simon's magic arts his ainiple faith in the Master whom he serred 
and I saw the mapcian hurled like a stricken vulture t 
pvound. I was present when the fiercest and the wickedest o 
the Cffisara, retiiming irom the expedition to Greece, wherein hi 
bTofTooneriea had earned the contempt even of that subtle nation a 
flatterers, sentenced him to death upon the cross for that he h 
dared to oppose Nero's vices, and to tell Nero tlie troth, 
him petition that he might be crucified witli hia head downward 
as not worthy to suffer in the same posture as hia Lord — and '. 
can see him now, the pale face, the noble head, the dark k 
eye, the slender sinewy form, and, above all, the aelf-sustaininj 
confidence, the triuniphant daring of the man aa he walked fear* 
leasly to death. I waa wifih Paul, the noble Pharisee, th 
naturalised Roman citizen, when he, alone amongst a crowd t 
pasaengera and a century of soldiers, quailed not to look on til 
black waves raging round our broken ship, and bade us all be of 
good cheer, for that every soul, to the number of two hundred 
and seventy-five, should come safe to shore. I remember hm 
irustfLilly we looked on that low spare form, that grave and gra 
cioufl face with its kindly eyes, its bushy brows and thick bea^ 
sprinkled here and there with grey. It waa the soul, we kneK 
that sustained and etrengthened the weakly body of the man 
The very barbarians where we landed acknowledged its influenoi 
and would fain have worshipped liiTn for a god. Nero migfi 
welt fear that quiet, humble, trusting, yet energetic nature ; anl 
where the imperial monster feared, aa where he adsiired, loved 
hated, envied, or despised, the sentiment must be quenched i 

' And did he too fall a victim ? ' inquired Esca, whose intereatj 
notwithstanding occasional glances at the door through which 
Mariamne had gone out, seemed thoroughly awakened by thg 
old man's narrative. 

' They might not crucify him,' answered Calchaa, ' for he wa^ 
of noble lineage and a Roman citizen born; but they took bin 
from ainongst ns, and ihey let him languish in a prison, till thej 
released him at last and brought him out to be beheaded. Ayi 
Homo was a fearfiil sight that day ; the foot wai! scorched r ' 
trod the ashen of the deva.'itafcd city, the c^e smarted in the 1 
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t htiQg like a pfiU upon tlie bcavy ait uid would doI 
uway. Palaces were craiubling in niina, the shrivetlcd apoili 
% empire were blackening aroond, the d^ were lying in tht 
»d-iip highways lialf-festcring, half-cotismnnl — orphun chil- 
were wandering about starvoA and BhiTerinp, wilJi mUow 
bee* Dfid large ihining eyee, or, worso Etill, playing thoi^htleawly, 
nncooscioiiB of their doom, They said the Christians lutd set lira 
to the city, and many an innocent Tictim suffered for this foul 
and gronndleBs dander. The Christiana, forsooth I opprMseiii 
persecuted, reviled ; whose only desira wns to live in brotherhood 
with all men, whose Teiy creed in peac-e and good-will on earth. 
I counted twenty of th era, mon, women, and children, neigbbount 
with whom I had held kindly fellowHhip, frienda with whom I 
had broken bread, lying etlff and cold in the Flaminian Way on 
tiie morning Paul was led out lo dio. But tlicre was peace on 
"' r^ead faces, and the rigid hands were clasped in prayer ; and 
_h tha lacerated emaciated body, the niere shell, was groTel- 
* there in the dust, the spirit had gone home to God who made it, 
B>e other world of which you have not so much as heard, yet 
1^ you too must some day viait, lo remain for CTer. Do 
li nndecBtand me 1 not for ages, but for ever — without end ! ' 
f^Vbere is it?' aEked Esca, on whom the idea of a spiritii^ 
2 from its very organisation in every intelligent 
J, did notnow dawn for the first time, ' Is it here, or there 7 
, OF tthcve? in the atarH, or the elements? I know the 
l^d in which I live ; I can see. it, can hear it. can feel it ; but 
It other world, where is it 7 ' 

'Where is it?' repeated Calchaa, 'Where are the dearest 
wishes of yoo' neart, the noblest thoughts of your mind? Where 
are yuur loves, your hopea, your affections, above all, your 
" moriea? WhetB is tlie whole better part of your nature? 
r remorse for evil, your aspirations after good, your apecula- 
e on the future, your convictions of the reahty of the pnwt? 
^«K theac are, there is that other world. You cannot see it, 
I cannot hear it, yet you know that it must he. Is any man's 
mess complete 7 is any man's miseiy when it reaches him so 
■whelming as it seemed at a distance? And why is it not 7 
iKUHe something tells liim that the present life is but a small 
3nent in tlie complete circle of a soul's existeace. And the 
circle, you have not lived in Rome without learning, is the 
symbol of infinity.' 

Eaea pondered and wus silent. There are convictions which 
n hold unconsciously, and to which they are so accnatomed 




that their attention can only be directed to them £ 
just as they wear their akins and Bcarcely know it, till the fomilia 
covering haa been lacerated by injury or disease. At kat h 
looked up with a brightening countenance, and esclaimei!, ' II 
tliat world, surely, all men wiU be free I ' 

'All men will be equal,' replied Calctas, 'but no mortal 
immorta! ever can be free. Suppose a being totally d 
all necessity for effort, all responaibility to his fellows o 
all participation in the great scherae of which govemm 
essential condition in its every part, and you suppose o 
own feelings would be an iutoJerable burden, whose own wisIk 
would be an miendurable torture. Man is made to bonr a yoke 
but the Captain whom I serve has told me tliat " his yoke is e 
and his burden is light." How easy and how light, I experie 
every moment of my life.' 

'And yet you said but now that deatli and degradation wci' 
the lot of those who bore arms by your side in the mnki^ 
observed the Briton, still intently regarding his companion. 

A ray of triumpliant courage and exultation flashed up inl 
the old man's fiice. For an instant Esea recognised the fiem 
daring of a nature essentially bold, reckless, and defiant ; bul 
faded as it came, and was succeeded by an expression of me 
chastened humility, whilst he replied ; 

' Death welcome and long looked-for I Degradation that o 
fers the highest honours in this world and tlie nest I — at least | 
those who are held worthy of the great glory of marlyrdoa 
Oh I that I might be esteemed one of that noble band I But m 
work will be laid to my hand, and it is enough for me to be tli 
lowest of the low in tlic service of my Master.' 

' And that master 1 Tell me of that master,' exclaimed Ei 
whose interest v/as excited, as his feelings were roused, by o 
verse with one who seemed so thoroiighly impressed with th 
tinith of what he spoke, who was at once so earnest, so gentli 
and so brave. The old man bowed his head with imape;ikabl 
reverence, but in his face ahone the deep and fervent joy of c 
who looks back with intense love and gi'atitude to the great ejir 
of his existence. 

' I saw Him once,' said he, ' on the shore of the Sea of Galile 
— I that speak to you now saw Him with my own eyes — tliei 
were little children at His feet. But we will talk of this agaii 
for you are weary and exhausted. Meat and drink are e 
prejiared for you. It is good to refresh the body if the 
til I'p vi;>prous and discerning. You hnve done for ua to-nigl 
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& Mt of ft tme Jneiii]. You will licnctfurih l>a ulwriyg wdcome 
ia Ek'az^ir'a bouse.' 

Wliile he qwke, ihd girl wbom Esca had rescued so oppor- 
tntiely, entered die apnrtment, bearing in some food on a cootm 
and common Ireacher, with a wine-Bkin, of whicli clio ponred the 
coDteui^ into a jewelled cup, and presented iltolier preferver with 
io embarrassed but very graceful gesture, and a aoll shy amile. 

Mariamne Lad unveiled ; and, if Esca'ti expectations during 
their bomewojd walk had been raJBCd by her gentle feminino 
manneta, and the sweet tones of her voice, they were not now 
diaapiKiinted with wliat he saw. The dark eyes that looked up bo 
timidly into hiB own, were full and hifitroua as those of a duer. 
They Lad, moreoTer, the mournful pleading expression pecoliu 
to that animal, and, through all their edlneiM and intelligence, be- 
trayed the watchful anxiety of one whOEe life is piitaed iu conatnnt 
vidastudes, and occasional danger. 'Hie girl's face was habitually 
pale, though the warm blood mantled in her cheek as she drooped 
beoeaih Esca's gaze of honeet admiriition, and her regular featuroe 
were sharpened, a little more than was natural to them, by d^ly 
care and apprehension. ThiswaBeapcciallyapporent in the delicate 
aquiline of the nose, and a slight prominency of the oheek-bonea. 
It was a lace that in progperity would hare been ricli and epark- 
liag as a jewel, that in adversity preserved ita charms from the 
rare and chastened beauty in which it v/ae modelled. Her dreai 
beB'ayed the same incongruity that was bo remarkable in the 
lumiture of her home, Lil^e her veil it waa black, and of a 
coai^c and common material, but where it wae looped up, the 
folds were fastened by one single gem of considerable value ; and 
Iwo or three links of a heavy gold chuin were visible round her 
while and wcU-tumed neck. 

Moving through the room, btiaied with the arrangements of the 
meal which she must herself luive prepared, Eaca could not biit 
observe the pliant grace of her form, enhanced by a certain 
modest dignity, very different from the vivacious gcsturea of the 
" 1 maidens to whom he was accuatomed, and especially 
e to the eye of the Briton. 

oaa seemed to love the girl as a daughter ; and his kind 

W kinder and gentler still, while he followed her about in 

Ent movementg, with eyca of the deepest and fondest 

a could not but observe that the board waa iaid for fliree 

9, and lliat by one of the wooden platters stood a driiiking- 

.1 beauty and value. Mai-iamiie'a glance followed Wk 
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aa it reeted on the spare place. * For my iatlier,' aud ahflj gi 
in answer to the inquiry ehe read on hia ihce. ' He ia later tJ 
UBual tO'iiJght, and, 1 fear — I fear; my &tliei ia bo bold, I 
prompt to diaw steel when ha is angered. To-night he has 1| 
hia Bword at home ; and I know not whether to be most firightenl 
or reaasuied at hia being nlone in this wicked town, unarmed.'] 

' He ia iu God's hand, my child,' said Calchaa, i 
' But I Bhonld not fear for Eleazar,' he added, with a proud a 
mtirtial air, ' were he surrounded by a eccre of such aa w 
prowling nightly in the sti'eetB of Rome, though they were a 
to the teeth, and he with only a shepherd's staff to keep 1l| 

' Is he, theu, eo redoubtahle a warrior ? ' asked Eflca, on whc 
good manhood seldom failed to produce a favourable impresaitd 
While he apoke he looked &om one to the other with i 
curiosity and interest. 

' You shall judge for yourself,' answered Calohaa, ' for it oi 
now be long ere he return. Neve rthc less, the man who o 
leap down &om the walls of a beleaguered city, aa my brotli 
did, naked and unarmed ; who could break Hie head off a Konn 
battering-ram by main force, and render that engine uselea 
who could reach the wall again with his prize, covered i 
^vounda, having fought hia way through a whole maniple 
Roman soldiers, and could ask but for a draught of water, ere H 
donned his armour, and took hia place once more upon lie lai 
[utrt, is not likely to fear aught that can beMl him from a f 
idlers in a common Btreet-broU. Nevei'thelesa, aa I said befoa 
you shall judge for yourself.' 

' And here he is I ' exclaimed Mariamne, while the outer doe 
shut to, and a man's step was heard advancing through the ad*'*! 
joining apartment, with a firm and measured footfall. 

She liad been pale enough all night in the eyea of Esca, wlu 
was watching her intently ; but he thought now she seemed l' 
turn a aliade paler than before. 



CHAPTEH VUL 



Thk man who entered the apaitment with the air of one to whant \ 
every nook and corner was familiar, must have been fiilly threa-^ 
Kiore years of age, yet liia dark eye still glittered with the fire oT 
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Mm thick curting beard and hair wera but ilighlly 

plcled with grey, and the muecliis of hia vjiive powei'fii! f'rnnie 

1 but <o have acqnjred solidity and contistency with ngu. 

ipearunee was that of a warrior, toughcoed, and, ut it wtre, 

I, by years of strife, hardihip, and unroiniltinu 

t Bomething in the line of his nquiline feattiret resembled 

no two fiices could have been more different in their 

t and expreaaion than rhose of Eleasar and hia brotlier. 

!er was all gentleness, kindlioesi, aod peace ; on the 

, fiery passions, deep schemes, continual peril, and con- 

L, had set their indelible marks. The one was that of 

ectator, who is seated securely on the cliff, and marka the 

[ -waters below with interest, 

either of agitation 

1 Btrong swimmer, breasting the waves fiercely, and 

[ with their might, striving for hie life inch by inch, and 

' f aaoke, conscions cf his peril, confident in hia strength, 

it despairing for an instant of the residt. 

it times, indeed, theinfluonce of opposite feelings, softening the 

d kindling the other, wotild biing out the family likeness 

Bd apparent upon each ; but in repose no two feces could 

ire diiaimiiar, no two types of character more utterly &I 

oe, than those of the Christian and the Jew. 

Sleaxar'e warlike figure come into the light, Esca could not 

Kmsrkwith what a glance of mistrust his r[uick eye took in tlie 

a stranger, how the strong fingers closed instinctively 

1 the staff ho was in the act of laying down, and the whole 

ther itself in an instant as though ready for the 

isistanoe or attack. Such trifling gestures 

e volumes of the character and habits of the man. 

u Calchas rapidly explained to his brother the cause 

8 addition to their supper-party ; and Mariamne, who seemed 

-irideiable awe of her father, busied herself in placing food 

e before him, with even more alacrity than she had shown 

g their guest, 

r thanked his new friend for the kindness he had 

1 his daughter, with a few brief cordial worda, as one 

6 man expresses his gratitude to another, then fell lo on the 

meat and drink provided, with a voracity that argued well for his 

physical powers, and denoted a strong constitution and a, long fast. 

^^^Aa he took breath after a deep draught of wine in which, 

^^Bhi^ he pledged him net, be challenged his guest to join, 









(.'alcjiits asked liia brother how lit Imd sped fn the affiiii 
kept him Trom home all day. 

' DJ,' answered the other, ehooting from tinder his tLicl; eyt 
browa a penetrating glance at tie Briton. ' 111 and slowly, y 
BOt BO ill but that eomething has beeu gained, another step tak< 
in the direction at which I aim. Yet I have been to-day : 
high places, have seen those bloated gluttons and dmnltftr 
who are the miniatera of Ctesar's will, have epoken with th 
spotted panther, Vespasian's scheming agent forsooth ) who thin] 
he hath the cuimiiig, as he can doubtlesa boast of the tread 
and the gaudy colours, of the beast of prey. Let him take oi 
Weaker hands than mine have ere this strangled a fiercer an 
for tlie ivorth of hia sliining akin. Let him beware 1 Eleaz* 
Beu-Manahem is a match, and more than a match, for Julil 
FIncidus the Tribune ! ' 

Esca glanced quickly at the speaker, aa his ear caught t 
iitmiliar name. The look was not lost upon his hosL 

' Tou know him ? ' said he, with a fierce smile that showed tl 
strong white teeth gleaming tlirongh hia buahy beard. ' Th 
you know as cool and well-taught a soldier aa ever buctled on 
Hword. I wish I had a few like him to officer the Sicarii* 
home. But you know, also, a man who would not aeruplo 
slay Ilia own father for the worth of the clasp that ft^tena 1 
gown. I have seen him in the field, and I have seen him in t 
councU. He is bold, ukilful, and he can be treacherous in 
W]iere met you him last 7 ' he added, with a searching gla: 
Eaca, while at the same time he desired Mariamne to fi 
alranger'a cup and hia own. 

TliB latter proceeding engrossed the Briton's whole attention; "l 
It was with the utmost carelessness that he replied to the question^ 
by i-olatinp his interview, that very morning, with the Tribune { 
Valerift'B door. He scarcely marked how precisely the father n 
down the name in his tablet'', for the daughter's white arm 
reaching over his shoulder, so close that it almost touched hia cheel 

It was indeed well worth Eleazar's while to obtain iiiformatioi 
from whatever Rouroc, of any infiuenca that might affect those ii 
authority with whom he was in daily contact at Hot "' 

pofdtion was one which called for courage, tact, aldll, ; 
canning, to a great extent. Charged by the Supreme Coimcil a 
Jerusalem, then in the last stage of perplexity and sorely beae 
by Vespasian and his legions, with a private mission to Vitelline • 
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Btndi mietruBted the successful general, ho represenled Uic 
B and fears, tlie temporal and political prosperity, nay, llie 
existence of the Chosen People. Nor to all appearwicfl 
t a better instrumenl have been selected for the f.uq>oBo. 
su, thongh a bigoted -and fanatical Jew of the Rtrieteat sect, 
P'ft man of keen and powerful intellect, whose obstinacy nas 
o con-rietion, whoso peraevernnce was to be deterred by 
le. A distinguished and fearless soldier, he po»e!»rd 
P confidence of the large and fighting portion of the natioa, 
1 looked on Roman aupremacy with abhorrence, and who 
g dearly to the notion of earthly dominion, wrested from the 
ben with the sword. Hia rigid observance of ita fnata, iw 
duties, and its ceremonials, had guned him the afiections of (lie 
priesthood, and the more enthusiastio followers of that religion 
in which outward forma were bo Rtrictly enjoined and so Initlifiilly 
observed; while a, certain fierce, defiant, and unbending di-- 
meononr towards all classes of men, had won for him a chiii'aetcr 
of frankness which did him good BBTvice in the schemes of intrigne 
Bnd dissimulntion with which he was continually engaged. 

Yet perhaps the man was honest too, as far as his own convic- 
tions went. He esteemed all means lawful for the furtherance of 
a lawful object. He was one of those who deem it the raofit con- 
temptible of weakness to shrink from doing evil tliat good may 
come. Like Jephthah lie would have sacrificed his daughter 
nnflinchingly in performance of a vow ; nay, had Marismne 
iitood between him and the attainment of his ambition, or even 
^C accomplishment of his revenge, he would liave wnlknd 
gftflileBsly over the body of hia child. 

B-Veraed in the traditions of his family and the history of hia 
jtipn, he was steeped to the lipa in tJiat pride of pedigree whicli 
i BO essential a feature of the Jewisli character ; he was con- 
it that the eventual destiny of hia people was to lord it over 
i ■whole earth. He posaessed more than his shore of that 
Igbty self-sufficiency which bade the Pharisee hold aloof from 
6e oflower pretensions and humbler demeanour than himself; 
@3e he had all t]ie fierce cotu-age and energy of the Lion o( 
D terrible when roused, so difficult to be appeased when 
B, In hiB secret heart be anticipated the time wlipn 
alem should again become a sovereign city, when the 
a eagles should be scared away from Syria, and a hierarchy 
tblished once more aa the government of the people chosen by 
That he should he a second Judas Slaccabiciis, a chit'f 
uider of the armies of the faiti^rul in the new order of 
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'tkicgB, was an amblLiim natuially enough entertaiucd hj U 
and ftkilful soldier; but, to do Eleaznr justice, indlTidual a^rai 
diaement had but little share in his schemes, and perse 
interest never crossed those visionB for tbe future, on which h 
dajk and dangerous enthuidaam eo loved lo dwell. 

It was a delicate matter to intrigue with Yitellius in Bon 
againi^t the very general who held supreme authori^, at lea 
ostensibly, from the Emperor. It was playing a hazardous gan 
to receive power and inatruotiona from the Council at JeruaalBB_ 
and to use or suppress them according to the bearer's own politio) 
views and future intentions. 

It was no easy losk to hold his own against such i 
PlaciduB, in the contest of ^finesse, subtlety, and double-dealingi 
yet tliQ Jew entered upon his perilous career with a strenuon 
energy, a cool calculating audaoily, tliat was enj 
character of the man. 

Another draught of llie rich Lebanon wine served io improy 
their acquaintance, and Eleazar, with considerable tact, ' -^^^ 
from the Britcn all the information he could obtain as to u 
babitB and movementa of his antagoniat the Tribune, while 1 
seemed but to be carrying on the courteous conreraatioii of a ho 
with his guest. Eaca'a answors, notwithstajiding that though! 
and eyes wandered irequently towarda Mai'iamne, were frank fu 
open like his disposition. He, too, entertained no very cordial 1^ 
ibr Placidus, and experienced towarda the Tribune that unoo . 
•oious antipathy which tie honest man so often feela for the knav 

Calchaa, meanwhile, had returned to the perusal of his Borol 
on which his brother cast occasional glanceB of unfeigned cot 
tempt, notwithstanding that the reader was the person whom h 
most loved and respected on earth. Marianme, moving about tik 
apartment, looked covertly on the fair face and stately form ( 
her preserver, approving much of what she saw; once their eyi 
met, and the Jewesa blushed to her temples for very shame 
So the time passed quickly ; the night stole on, the Lebanon wa 
nearly finished, and Esca rose to bid his entertainers farewell. 

' You have done me a rare service,' said Eleazar, feehng in li 
breast while he spoke, and producing, from under hia coarse gaj 
ment, a jewel of considerable value, 'a service neither thanki 
nor guerdon can requite; yet, I pray you, keep this trinket ii| 
remembrance of the Jew and the Jew's daughter, who con: 
people that forgive not an injury, and forget not a benefit.' 

The colour mounted to Esca's foreliead, and an expression o 
pair, almost of angor, came into his face, while he replied : 
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'I l»TB Snae nothing to merit eiiiier Umnks or rewni-il. It is 
ao Hiicb matter tn put a fat eunuch on hia hack, or to defend nn 
unprotected woman in a town like this. Take back your jowel, 
I pni7 you. Any other man wouJd hare dooe u much.' 

' It 11 not every man who could have interpoBed so effectually, 
I Eleanar, with a glance of hearty approval at the thews 
newB of his friend, replacing the jewel meanwhile in his 
ment, without the least mgn of displeasure at its being 
He would have bestowed it freely, no doubt, but if 
I did not want it, it would nerve some other purpose: 
taenia Rtones and gold would always fetch their value nt Itotni^. 
*At least you will let me give you a safe-conduct home,' he 
added ; ' the night ie for advanced, and I should be loth that you 
should suffer wrong for your interposition in our behalf.' 
_ Eaoa burst out laughing now. In tlio pride of his ittrength, it 
k^anned so imposmble that he ebould recjuire potcotion or assist- 
^^^■ce firom any one. He squared hia large i>liDulders and drew 
^^■laself to his full height. 

^^^B 'I should wish no better pastime,' said he, ' than a bout with a 
^^W>zen of them I I, too, waa brought up a warrior, in a land you 
have never heard of, many a long mile from Home ; a land fairer 
far than thia, of green valleys and wooded hills, and noble rivers 
winding cahnly towards the sea ; a land where the oaks are toily 
and the (lowers are sweet, where the men are etrong and the 
women fair. I have followed the chaae afiiol from sunrise to 
simact through many a summer's day. I have fronted the 
invader, sword in hand, ever since my arm was long cnongh to 
draw blade from slieath, or I had not been here now. You too 
am B soldier, I see it in your eye — you can believe that my limbs 
grow stiff, my apirita droop for lack of martial exercise. In faith, 
It seems to me that even a vu^r broil in the street makes my 
blood dance in my veins once more 1' 

Mariatnne waa listening with parted lips and shining eyes. 
She drank in all he said of hia distant home with ita woodland 
scenery, its forest trees, i(s fragrant flowers, and, above all, itn 
lovely women. Sho felt so kindly towards thia bold young 
itranger, exiled from kin andcDuntry, ahe attributed her interert 
to pity and gratitude, nor could ahe help wondering to find theso 
sentiments so strong. 

Calchas looked up from hia studies. ' Fare thoe well 1' swd 
a«. ' Take an old man's warning, and Blrilce not unlosa it be in 
ielf-defence. Mark well the turning from the main street to tho 
KSHber, so shalt thou find (hy way to our poor home again.' 
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Eeou promiBed Ciithfully tc. return, and fully intendj 
redeem bia promise. 

' Another cup of wine,' said Eleazar, emptying the leathem 
bottle into a goiden vessel ; ' the sun of Italy cannot ripen Buoh i| 
Tinti^ aa this.' 

But the rich produce of the Lebanon was all too cloying f 
the healthy palate and the thirst of youth. Esca prayed for H 
draught of fair water, and Mariamne brought him the pitch 
and gave him to drink with her own hand. 

For the second time to-night their eyea met, and although the^ 
were instantly averted, the Briton felt that he was drinking fron 
a cup more mtoxicatang than all the wine-presaea of Syria coult 
produce, — a cup that made him unconscious of the past Ba of th^ 
future, and only too keenly Benaible of the present by its joy. Bfr> 
forgot that he was a barbarian, lie foi^ot thit he was a daye- He 
(brgot everything but Blariamne and her dark imploring truatfiU 



CHAPTER IX. 



It Ik time to give some account of Eaca's aaomaloua position 
the capital of the world — to explain how the young BriliA 
noble (for that was indeed the rank he held in his own countiy) 
found hiraaelf a slave in the streets of Eome. In order to do sQ 
it is necesiiary to talce a glimpse at Uie interior of a patrician' 
house about the hour of supper ; perhaps also to intrude upon tb 
reflections of its owner, as he paces up and down the colonnad« 
in the coo! air of simset, absorbed in hia own thoughts, an" 
deep in the memories of the past. 

Hia mansion is of atateiy proportion, and largo size, but ail H 
ornaments and accessories are chastened by a severe simplicity c 
taste. An observer might idencify the man by the very natur 
of the objects that sm'rouad him. In hia veatibule tlie col 
are of the Ionic order, and their elaborate capitals have 
wrought into the iitmost d(gree of finish wliich that atyli 
allow. In the smaller entrance-hall or lobby, whicli leads t 
principal apartments, and which ia guarded by an imago of a dogi 
let into the pavement iu moaaic, there are no florid scidptiirea 
□or carvings, nor any attempt at decoration beyond the actual 
beauty of the stone woi-k and the scrupjilons eai-o with which il 
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fe kept clean. The doors themselves are of bronze, so well 
burnished as to need no mixture of gold or silver inlaid to 
enhance its brightness; whilst in the principal hall itself, ihp 
room in which friends are welcomed, clients received, luici 
bufdneas transacted, the walls, instead of frescoes and such 
gaudy ornaments, are simply overlaid with entablatures of 
white and polished marble. The dome is very lofty, rising 
majestically towards the circular opening at the top, througli 
which the sky is viable ; and round the fountain or ciHtem 
immedialely below this are ranged tour colossal Btatues, repre- 
senting the elements. These, with the busts of a long line of 
illuatrious anceBtors, are the only efforts of the sculptor's ai't 
throughout the apartment. A large banque ting-hall, somewhat 
more luxuriously furnished, opens from one side of the central 
room, and as much as can be seen of it displays considerable 
attention to convenience and personal comfort. Frescoes, repre- 
eenting scenes of raihtary life, adorn the walls, and at one end 
stands a trophy, composed of deadly weapons and defensivp 
urmonr, arranged bo as to form a glittering and conspicuous orna- 
ment Large flagons and chalices of burnished gold, Eome ol 
them adorned with valuable jewels, are ranged upon a Bide- 
board ; but it is evident that no guests are expected to-night, 
Sir near the couch against the wall has been drawn a small Utble, 
laid for ono person only, with a clean napkin, and a cup and 
platter of plain silver thereon. That person is none other than 
tho master of the bouse, bodily pacing up and down his own 
colonnade in Rome, mentally gazing on a fair expanse of wood 
and vale and shining river, drinking in the cool breezes, tlie 
fragrant odoms, and the wild luxuri; 
Rrixain. 

Five-and- twenty years 1 and yet it seei 
brow vninkles, the hair turns grey, str 

the brain gets torpid, and the senaea dull, but the heart □ 
grows old. Business, ambition, pleasure, dangers, duties, diffi- 
culties, and successes have filled that quarter of a century, and 
passed away like a dream ; but the touch of a hand, the memoiy 
of a face, have outlived them all. Cciiua Lucius LiciniuH, Eomau 
patrician. General, Prtetor, Consul, and Procurator of the Empire, 
w the young commander of a legion once more, with the world 
before him, and the woman he loves by his Bide. This is wliat 
he sees now, as he has seen it eo often in his dreams by night, and 
his waking visions by day. 

An old ojk-trce, a mosai' swurd soft and level as volvel. 
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delicate fem bending and wliispcriny in the summer breeze, 
clouds drifting across the blue aky, and a graceful form, 
whita robes, coming shyly up the glade, with faltering step, and! 
Kdelong glance, and timid gesture, to keep her tryst with he*; 
Roman lover. She ia in hie arms now. The rich brown ourl»i 
are scattered over hia brenatplate, and the blue eyes are loc^Jitf^ 
up into liis own, liquid with the love-Hght that thrills to a maurh 
heart but from one pair of eyes in a lifetime. 

She is, indeed, no contemptible prize, in the glory of h» 
beauty and the pride of her blooming womanhood. With th« 
rounded form, the noble featurea, and the dazzling colour of hee 
nation, she poaeeEsea the courage and constancy of a high-born 
raoe, and a witchery half imperious, half playful, peouliaily hfl( 
own. There are women who find their way to the core of aman'a 
heart, who poivado it all, and saturate it, so to speak, with their 
influence. 

Quo Bcmel eat huTiuta raceiiB, s^rriibit orlf.rt 

TflBt* diu 

The Tessel that has once held this rich and rai'i 

nfter impregnated with its fragrance, aud even w 

Bpilt every drop, and a fresh jnfujiion poured m, the new win^- 

smacks stiangely and ivildly of the old. She Ja c>ne of them: 

knows it too well. 

They ahould have nothing in conunon, fbcEe two, the British 
chieftain's daughter and the Eoman conqueror. But there is a 
truce between the nations ; a truce in which the elements of dis- 
cord are nevorthelesa smouldering, ready to blaze out afresh si 
the first opportunity, and they- hare seen each other accidentallji 
and been thrown together by circumstances, till curiosity has bfrf' 
come interest, and interest grown into liking, and liking ripened 
into love. The British maiden might not be won lightly, and 
many a tear she wept in secret, and sore she strove against her 
own heart ; but when it conquered her at last she gave it, as such 
women will, wholly and unreservedly. She would have lived 
Ibr him, died for him, followed him to the end of the world. 

And Licinina worshipped her as a man worships the one 
woman who ia the destiny of bis life. Most men have .it some 
time or other e^^rienced this folly, inlatuation, madness, call it 
what you wilL They are not likely to forget it. Possibly — alas t 
probably — the bud they then watched opening has never exi imrlod. 

' Yon Tiiay brcnlt, yon niaj ruiu, the rate if you will ; 
But tie scent of Che ruaca will bang round it EliU. 
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lato blooBi, at l«ast Jbr Oiem. The womi Diay have destroyed 
it, or the cold wind cut it to the ewth, or another's hojid maj 
luve borD« it awaj in triumph to gladden another's breast ; but 
there ia sjjnething in the May mornings that reminds tlicm of tho 
Bwcet flower still, nnd they wander round the fairest gardens ot 
earth rather drearily to-dayi because of the memory that has 
never laded, and the blank where she is not. 

Lioinius holds iLe British maiden to hia breast, and they diti~ 
courae of their owti happiness and revel in the aimny hour, and 
plan schemes for tbo future — schemes in which each is to tlie 
other all in all, and dream not that when to-day is past for tliem 
tilers will be no to-morrow. The woman, indeed, heaves a gentle 
aigh at intervals, as though in the midet of her happiness some 
foreboding warned her of the brooding tempest 1 but the nifui is 
hopeful, buoyant, and impetuous, playflil in Iuh tenderness, and 
joyous in hia own tiiumphant love. 

They parted that evening more reluctantly than usual. Thej 
lingered roond the oak, they found excuse alter excuse for 
another loving word, another fond caress. When at laet they 
went their several ways, how often Licinius turned to look nftor 
the receding form that carried nith It all his hope and all his 
happiness I Little did he think how, and when, and where, he 
would see Guenebrs again. 

Ten years went heavily by. The commander of a legion wa* 
the chief of an army now. Licinius had Herved Rome in Gaul) in 
Spain, in Syria. Men eaid he bore a charmed life ; and, indeed, 
while his counsels showed the forethought, the caution, and ll-e 
patience of a ekilflil officer, hie personal conduct was remarkable 
few a reckless disregard of danger, which would have been 
esteemed foolhardy in the meanest soldier. It was observed, too, 
that a deep and abiding melancholy had taken posseBaion of the 
once light-hearted patrician. He only seemed to brighten up 
into hia former self under the presauro of imminent danger, in the 
confiision of a repidse, or the excitement of a chnrge. At other 
times lie was silent, depressed, preoccupied j never morose, for 
hia kindly heart was open to the griefs of others, and the legion- 
■ries knew diat their daring general was the friend of all who 
were in sorrow or distress. But the men talked him over, too, 
by their watuh-fires ; they marvelled, those hoiieat old cam- 
paigners, how one who was so ready in the field cotdd be bo 
sparing of the wine-cup ; how the leader who could stoop to fill 
his helmet from the running etrsam under a storm of javelins, and 
P^fink composedly with a jest and a smile, shoidd be so batiVward 




a the revel, ehould show such a diBlncIioiitioQ to those matt 
pluaanres which they esteemed the keenest joys of life. 

One old centurion, who had followed hia fortunea from the 

Thames to Uie Euphrates, from the confines of Pannonia to thei 

PiUara of Hercules, averred that he had never eeen his chief di; 

oomfited but once, and that was on the day when he had been 

accorded a triiunph for hia Bervices in the streeta of Eome.- 

'Fhe veteran used lo swear he never cou!d forget the dejected. 

loot upon those browB, encircled with their laurel garland, 

nor the weary hstiossnesa of that figure, to which all eyea were 

directed in its gilded chariot ; the object of admiration to the 

whole city, and, for that day, acarcely second even to Cffisar himself. 

'■ was a goodly triumph, no doubt; the spoils were rich, the car 

as lofty,- the people diouted,and the victims feU, But what wat 

cry witliout Guenebra 7 and the hero's eye could not rest in 

sace on one of all those gazing thousands, for lack of the loving, 

ijice filmed in its rich brown hair. 

On the very night Liciniua and Guenebra parted, 
Diedilnted rising had broken out among the islanders — conquered, 
but not subdued. Nothing but the cool courage of its your 
commander, and the immovable discipline of the legionaries, saTt 
the Eoman camp. Ere morning, Guenebra had been forced away 
hy her tribe many miles from the scene of action ; the Britons, too, 
retired into their strongholda, those natural featnessea impr^- 
nahle by regular troops. The whole country was once more in 
a state of open warfare. Prompt and decisive measiirea 
taken; Pubhus Ostoriua, the Roman general, in execution of ■ 
manteuvre by which he preserved his line of operation, dCf-' 
spatched Liciniua and his legion to a difiercnt part of thft' 
island, and with all hia exertions and all his influence, the young 
officer could never obtain tidings of Guenebra again. It ^vaK 
after this event that the change came over Licinius which wa« 
so commented on by tlie soldiers under his comm 

Ten years of brilliant and successful services had elapsed when 
ho returned to Britain. Nero had but lately succeeded to the 
purple, nor had he then degenerated into the monster of iniquity 
which he afterwards became. Until sapped by his ungoveraabli 
X>B:ffiiona, the Emperor's administrative abilities were of no meai 
order ; and he selected Licinius for the important post assigned 
to him, as being a conaummata soldier, and experienced in tha 
country with which he had to deal. The latter accepted tha 
appointment wilh alacrity ; through ail change of time and fortune, 
be hiid never forgotten I.ia Brilisli lov'.-. Under the buruii;g 
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of Syria, by the fro:!en Kliorcs of tlie Danube, nt Iiome oi 
abroad, in peace or war, Guenobra'a face was erer present to him, 
fond and truatfiU as when last they ported under the old oak- 
He longed but to see it ouue more. And go he did, 



^ pztttial insurrection had been quelled beyond the Trent. 
'ls Roman vanguard had Eurpidsed the Britons, and forced tliem 
&y in great confuedon, leaving their baggage, their valuablef^ 
in some csees even thdr arms, behind. When Lioiniua canie up 
with the main body of liis forces, he found, indeed, no prisonerii 
taken, fur everything animate had fled, but a goodly amount of 
i^poil, over whieh Koman discipline had placed a strong guard. 
One of hia tribunes approached him with a liat of the captured 
articles ; and when hia general had perused it, the officer hesitated 
8a though there was still some further report to make. At lost he 
spoke out : 

' There is a hut left standing within the lines of tie enemy. I 
would not order it to be dcatroyed till I had provided for the 
burial of a dead body that lies beneath its shelter.' 

Licinius was counting the arms taken. ' A dead body I ' said 
ho carelessly ; ' is it an officer of rank ? ' 

' 'Tia a woman's corpse,' answered the tribune ; ' a fiiir and 
stately woman, apparently the wife of some prince or chiefiain 
at the least.' 

For Guenebra'a sake, every woman, much more every British 
woman, was an object of respect and interest U> Licinius. 

' Lead on,* said he. ' I will give directions when I have seen 
it ; ' and the geuwal followed bia officer to the place alreatly 
indicated. 

It was but a rude hut made of a few planks and branches 

hastily thrown together. It seemed to have been erected at a 

moment's notice, probably to shelter an Inmate in the lu^ stage of 

lagolution. Through a wide rent in the roof the summer sun 

uned in brilliantly, throwing a sheet of light on the dead 

below. 

The prostrate form was sw.ithed in its white robe, the bridal 

irment of the destroyer. A band of white encircled tlie head 

' chin, and the brown hair was parted modestly on the smooth 

'lead calm and womanly as of old. It was Guenebra'a face 

lay there so strangely still. Guenebm's face, how like and 

how cllanged 1 As he stooped over it, and looked on the 

eyes beneath their arching browa, the fair and nobis 

itores chiselled by iJn' hand of dwth— tie swcd. lips wreathed 
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even now with a chaateaed loving emile — he could not but 
that there were lines of thought upon the forehead, streiiks ot 
Bilver in the hair, tJie result it might be of regrets, and memories, 
and sorrows, and care for him. 

Then the warm tears gushed up into the soldier's eyes, tie 
a hia heart and brain seemed to be relieved. Ab when 
is drawn out of a wound and the red streHm spouta 
freely forth, the previous agony waa succeeded by a dull hopelesi 
rea^mition, that in comparison seemed almost akin to peace. 

He pressed hia lips hard upon the cold dead forehead, and 
lurned away — a man for whom from henceforth there waa neithec 
good to covet, nor evil to he feared. 

And thuH it waa that here, on earth, Lioinina looked onceiaoi4; 
upon hia love. 

Fresli victories crowned liia arras in Britain — a freah triumph, 
awaited hia return to Eome ; but Htill aa of old with Liciniu% 
the glory seemed to count for nothing, the aervico aeomed to be 
aU-in-sU. Only, now, the reatleaa, eager look had left hia face. 
He waa always calm and unmoved, even in the uncertainty of 
conflict or the triumph of aucceaa. Still kindly in hia actions, 
hia outward demeanour was very atem and cold. He kept aloof 
from the intrigues, aa from the pleasnirea, of the court ; but was ever 
ready to serve Rome with hia sword, and on many occasions by 
hia coolnesa and conduct redeemed the errors and incapacity at 
hia colleaguea or predecessors. Fortune smiled upon the man 
who was insensible to her frowna, Honours poured in on tha 
Boldier who seemed so careless of their attainment ; and Caiaa 
Lucius Licinius waa perhaps the object of more respect and leag 
envy Uian any other person of hia rank in Eome. 

It ft]l out that shortly before the death of Nero, the general, 
in traveraing the alave-market on the way from the Fonim, felt 
his sleeve plucked by a notorious dealer in human wares, named 
Gargilianua, who bogged him earnestly to come and examine a 
fresh importation of captives lately arrived from Britain. To 
mention their coimtry was at once to excite the interest of 
Licinius, who readily acceded to the request, and spoke a few 
kind words in their native language to the unhappy barbarians 
as he passed through theii ranks. Hia attention was, however, 
capecially arrested by the appearance of one of the conquered, 
a fine young man of great atreagih and stature, who seemed to 
feel painfiilly the indignity of hia position, placed as he waa on 
a hnge stone block, whereon hia own towering height rendered 
K couspicuona object in the throng. He had been severely 
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mmaded, too, in eercral places, as waa apparent fiom the scan 

Boorce yet healed or«. Lulciid, had it not bcea bo, he would 
never probably have bean hcie. 

There was aontethiog in his face, and the expresaion of his 
largo blue eyua, that roused a painful thrill in the Boman 
g«neraJ's breaat. He felt a slrange and undefinable attractioa 
towards the captive, for which he could not account, and, pausing 
in his nnlk, scanned him with a wistiiil Bearching gaze, which 
was not lost on the practised perceptions of the dealer. 

' He Bhould have been ehown in private,' whispered Gorgilia- 
HUB, with an important and myiiterioUB air. ' Indeed, my man 
was just taking him away, when I eaw you coming, my honoured 
patron, and I called to him to stup. Ay I you may examine him 
all over — tail, young, and healthy. Soimd, (vind and limb, 
and stronger than any gladiator in the amphitheatre. They are 
men of iron, these barbariajts, that's the truth, and he bna only 
just come over. There 1 look for yourself, noble general ; yo« 
will see the chalk-marks* on his feet' 

'But he is badly wounded,' observed LioiniuB, beginning la 
nun him, as the other instinctively felt, with the eye of a 
purchaser. 

' That is nothing 1 ' esdoimed Gargihanus. 'Mere scratches, 
ekin deep, and healed over now. You will not he able to run 
your noil agiunst them in a week. Eyesores, I grant you, to- 
day, othenvise I would ask two thousand sesterces at least for him. 
These ialandera are cheap at any price,' 
_ * I willgiTe you a thousand,' sui 1 Liciniua, quietly, 

• Lnposuble ! ' burst out the dealer, with a quiver of his 
^etB, that expressed a moat emphatic ufgative, ' 1 should lose 
3y by him, generous patron 1 What ! A man must hve. 
X would give more for hiin to die in the circus. Look at his 
i1m I He*would stand up for a good £ve minutes against the 
It 1' This last conaidaration waa probably not without ita in- 
After a little more haggling, the British captive became 
■ Jvoperty of Liciniua at the cost of fiAeen hundred geaterces ;f 
^ Esca found the most indulgent and the kindest-hearted 

pWe must return to that master, pacing thoughtfully up utid 

a the colonnade, in the cool and pleasant evening air. 
£"& U, perh^s, one of the most consoling and merciful dispcnsa- 
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tions of Piovidcncc that the huniaii ininil is bo conatituled 
dwell on past pleasures, rather thaj) piul pain. I 
ia done wiili, retumH indeed at intervalB vividly and bitterly 
enough ; hut ecery fresh recurrence ia lesa cruel thau the Jast, 
ond we can look hack to our suiTeringa at length with a calm and 
chastened hmnility which is the first step towards redgnation and 
eventual peace. But the memory of a great happiness seems so 
interwoven wltli the imperishahle part of our being, that it losea 
none of its reality by the lapse of time, none of its brightnew 
from the effect of distance. Anger, sorrow, hatred, contentioni^ 
fleet aivay like a dream j but the smile that gladdened ub long 
ago, has passed into die very sunlight of nooa-day ; the whiap«i 
that softened our stemeat moods, steaJa witli the breeze of evei " 
to our heart, gently and tenderly aa of yore, and we know, 
feel, that while crime, and misery, and rcmorHe, are the tempo- 
rary affliationa of humanity, pardon, and hope, and love 
inlieritance for evermore. 

Licinius, pacing hia long shadowy coloimade, dwells no 
anxieties, and the separation, and tlie aorrowa of yea 
the loss of hia dearest treasure and its posseBaion by another; not 
even on the calm dead face bound with its hnen. baud. No; ha 
ia back in Britain onco more mih hia living love, in the gieeo 
glade where the bending fema are whispeiiBg under the old oak-. 

A step in the hall rouses him from his meditations, and a kinct 
grave smile steals over the general's face at the approach of hit 
liivourjte slave. 

The Eoman patrician looks what he ia — a war-worn veteran,, 
bronzed and hardened by the influence of many campaigns ii^ 
many climatea. He is not yet past tlie prime of hia bodily 
vigour, and there is a severe beauty about his noble features, and; 
beard and hair already touched with grey, that posseases con- 
sideiable attraction still. Valeria, no mean judge, asserts that hft 
ie, and always will be, a handsome man, but that he does not' 
know it. She respects him much, likea him a good deal, and ha 
is the only person on earth for whose good opinion she has the 
ahghtest value. In truth, though she would not confess it even 
to herself, she ia a little afraid of her good-hearted, brave, and 
thought^ kinsman. 

A man who has reached mature age without forming limily 
tics is always to a certain extent in a false position. No amount 
of public interest will stop up the little chinks and corners, so to 
spoak, wliifih are intended by Nature tc contain the petty cardS 
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wd pleasures and vexations of donieatic life. Without tlic 
instant aRsociation — the daily friction — of wift und chiJdron, ii 
lynica! disposition beconms ^clfi.sh and morose ; a. Idad one, 
meL-incholy and foriom. 

LiciniuB feels a blauk in hie existence, which nothing he line 
yet found EetTCH to fill; and he often wonders in himself why the 
barbarian skve should be almost the only creature in Rome lor 
whom he entertains a feeling of intereet and i-cgard. 

Aa he takes his place on the couch by the supper- luble, Esea 
gives him to diink ; and the patrician cannot help thinlting the 
while, how he wuiild like to have such a soa, tall and hondNunie, 
with so warlike an air ; a son whom be could instruct in all the 
intricacies of his glorious profession, whose mind he could edu- 
cate, whose genius he could foster, nnd whose happiness he could 
watch over and ineuxe. 

They converse freely enough during the general's teiujeratc 
meal — an egg, a morsel of kid, a few grapea, and a fliuik ol 
oommon Sabine wine. Esca tells his master tlio encounter of the 
previous evening, and the friendship he had made in consequence, 
after nightlall. Licinius laughs at his iiccoimt of the slcirmish, 
and the eimuch's diseomfitiu'c. 

' Nevertheless,' says he, ' I tmst he did not recognise yon. Il 
can have been none other than Spado, whom you treated bu 
Hnoeremoniously ; and Spado is jtiat now a prime lavourite with 
Csemc. I might find it d^cult to protect you if he knew whei'e 
to find yoii, for charms and pfaittreii are deadlier iveapons in such 
hands as his, than sword and spear in yours and mine. Did he 
take note of your person, think you, Esca, ere he wont down?' 

' I can hardly helicve it,' answered Esca, ' The eveuing was 
dark, and the confusion great. Moreover, I fled with the poor 
■{^rl th^ had surrounded, the very instant I could snatch her out 
^"^"'^ e lirong.' 

Ind you saw these Jews hi their home, you say 7' piirwtied 
nius, gi'avoly. 'I have heard much of that people, and, 
d, served against them in Syria. Are they not morose, 
J bloodthirsty ? Slayers of men, devourera of children 7 
J tiey not fearftil orgica in which they feast upon human 
? And one day in the week that they devote to solitude 

t silence, and schemes of hatred against all mankind ? Are 

'. Bare iliat your entei'laiaera belonged to this deteatobla 



'Are tliey not the same 7 ' r«tumQd Liciuiua, and lo thin qua 
tion the barbariaa ■wns unable to furniali a roply. 



CHAPTER X. 

A TBlflUNE OF TEE LEGIOKS. 

Under the porch of one of tha most IitsuriouB houses in Rome, 
two men Jostled in the dubiouB light of early morning. Excla- 
mations of impatience were succeeded by a mutual reoognitioni 
nnd n hearty laugh, as Damaappua and Oarses, freedmen and 
Btaimch clients of Julius Placidus, recognised each other's eoger^ 
□eas to pay court to their joint patron. They had risen ftoin 
their beds while it was yet dark, and hurried hither in order 
be the first to salute the Tribune at hia morning lnvie. Tet th^. 
found the great hall filling already with a bustling crowd ffl 
fi'iendg, retainers, clients, and dependants. DamaRippus waa K 
short, square, beetle-browed man, with a villanoua leer ; Oawea, 
a pale, sedate, and somewhat prci:ise personage. But with this 
marked difference of exterior, an expression of unscmpulouB and 
thorough-paced knaTery was common to both. Said Damamppna 
to Oarses, with a shrug of afiected disgust : 

' It may be hours yet ere he will see us ! Look at 
wretched crowd of pnrauitea and flatterera 1 They will iblloi 
the patron ta his hath I They will besiege him in his 
bed ! Oh, my firiend 1 Kome is no longer the place for an h 

To which Oarsea replied, in subdued and humble tones : 

' The ilies gather round the honey, though it is only for whaV 
they can get. But the sincereat gratitude and afiection draw you 
&nd ine, my dear companion, to the side of the iliustrioua 
Tribune.' 

' Ifou Epeak truth,' returned Damaaippua, ' It is sad to see ho\^ 
few chents are imintluenced by mean and sordid thoughts, 
honest man is becoming aa rare at Rome as at Athens. It 
not BO in the days of tha republic — in the golden age — in tha 
good old timaa I ' 

' Oh for the good old times 1 ' exclaimed Oarsea, still ji 
iuiae low and unmoved voice. 

' Oh for the good old times 1 ' echoed Damaaippus ; and the - 
tKO knaves, with their arms on aach ether's shoulders, fell to^ 
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pBidng the extremi^ of the baU, anil Gxohangitig HpiUlW rumaika 
«n the ooDcourse with which it wafl filled. 

TheTribime'ahoaflewABtlic most perfect of its kind in ihe whole 
tity. Standing apart and Biurounded by a wall and garden of ita 
BWn, it combined the luxuriona eplendour of a palace with the 
tomfort and ieolusion of a private residence. Everything of 
ornament that was moet costly and gorgeous, bad been procured 
by Placidus to deconile his mansion. Everything of art that whu 
moHt conspicuoiu and ell'ective himg on his waUa, Blood in 
picturesque groups about liis apailments, or lay ncatterod in rich 
proAiaiOD on bis floor. The hangings that veiled hia own eleep- 
ing-room &om the publia eve, were of embroidered orimBon ulk, 
fforen in the looinfi of Asia, and probably taken by the strong 
oand of the Bticoesafiil soldier aa spoils of war. The very pave- 
ment of the hall waa of the richest mosaic, traced in &nciftil 
yattems and inlaid with gold. 

Ah tlie morning drew on, it was trodden by a multituda of 
feet. No one of his rank held so numerous u levde ai Julius 
t'JaoiduH. In the conooarse that thronged it now, might bo 
setn men of all countries, classes, characters, professions, and 
Jenominations. Unlike Licinius, who, indeed, owed hia in- 
fluence solely t« the firm consistency and unbending rectitude of 
his character, the Tribune let no opportimi^ pass of binding an 
additional partisan to his cause by the ties of self-interest and ex- 
pectation. They were crowding in now through the wide open 
doors; and while the spaoious hall was nearly filled, the appi'oBch 
to it, and the street itself outside, were choked with npplioant!^ 
who had one and all, directly or indirectly, aomething to get, or 
aak, or hope ibr, from the Tribune. Here, an artist brought his 
picture carefiilly dipped in the remains of an old garment; yet 
not eo entirely conoeided but that a varnished comer might be 
visible, and the painter, notliing loth, might be prevailed on by 
earnest solicitations to reveal, bit by bit, all the beauties of bis 
production, There, a sculptor was dihgently preserving the out- 
linsH of his model, wrapped in its wet cloth, from collision with 
the bystinders, and assuming credit for (he mysteriona beauties 
of a work, whicii, perhaps, if uncovered, would have grievously 
disappointed the eyes that Boanned it so curiously. In one 
ooraer stood a jeweller, holding in hia hand a go^^eous collar of 
pearls and i-ubies, prepared by the pati-ician'a ordera, imd testify- 
ing at once to the ingsnui^' of the tradesman, and the munificence 
B ^liis employer. In another, waited a common -looking slave, with 
'downoast eye and a hlp"ted nnwholcHomc tucfli whri, rvjet- 
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tlielcHB, aBBumed an important air that seemed to aaj he was 
Eure (jf an early audience, m, indeed, was more tlian probable io 
conmderation of his tidings, a mesaage from venal beauty to the 
admirer who paid his welcome tribute in gold. Parnsitea and 
flatterers elbowed their way inaoleatly in the midst, as though 
they had a right to be there, whilst honest men, brotvn with toil,, 
and sighing wistftilly for the fresh breezes of Tibur or Prteneete, 
kept aloof, abashed and shiinking, though they had but come to 
ask for their due. Nearest the hangings that concealed the bed- 
room, stood a dirty slave, bespattered with the filth of the fish* 
market, and exhaling an odour of garlic that cleared for hinj 
an ample breathing- apace even in a Roman crowd ; but the- 
knave knew the value of hia ialeUigence, and how it would 
obtain him favour in the Tribxine'a eyes. No less iniportiin 
communication than this, that a mullet had been, taken the night 
before of nearly six pounds weight, and tliat so lavish a patron 
aa PlaciduE should have the first offer to purchase at a thousand 
Beaterces* a pound. He waited with hia eyes intently fastened on 
tlie curtains, and took no notice of the jabber and confusion that 
pervaded the hall. 

Presently tlie crowd gave way a little, ebbing backward c 
either side, and forming a lane aa it were for three men, who 
were regarded as they passed with glances of great awe and 
admiration. There was no mistaking the deep cheat and brood 
shoulders of one of theae, even apart from the loud frank voice ' 
in which Hiqiinua the gladiator waa wont lo convey hia obaervi* , 
tions, without much respect for persona. Ue waa accompanied^ 
on the present occasion, by two individuals, obviously of tl 
same profeaaiou as himself — Ilippiaa the fencing -master, ai 
Euoheuor the boxer. Ail three conversed and laughed boistflri 
ously. It waa obvious, that even at tlmt early hour, they had 
not broken their fast without a generous draught of wine. ' T" ' 
not to me,' said Hirpinus, rolling his strong shoulders, i 
observing with great complacency the attention he escited — 
' talk not to me : I have aeen tham all — Dacians, Gauls, Cim- 
brians, Ethiopians, every barbarian that ever put on a bre; 
plate. By Hercules, they were fools to this lad. Wliy, the 
yellow-haired German, whom Cflisar gave us for the hon 
summer, would not have stood up to him for a quarter of ani 
hour. He wna taller, maybe, a htUe, but he hadn't tlie shape,, 
man — he hadn't the shape ! You'll hariUy call me a kid thiit hasn't: 

" The mtfrciua was at thie poriod about Iji?., or nHh-r more, Th» 
teitertiiivi, op llinu^anil Beetcrcrs, atiimt 71 \6t. 
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Well, he gave me so much to do wilh 



TrfMMnoms out, willye ' 

the cestus, that I ironldn't hare takoa it off Tor n llagon of cheap 
wine, I tell ye. What thmt ye of that, my Utile Greek 1 Tmi 
don't call it ho bud for a beginner, I hope 1 ' 

He turned to Euchenor as he spoke, a boaiili fully -made young 
man, of extraordinary etrength niid symmetry, with the regular 
chiselled features of his country, anil as evil an expresaion as ever 
lowered on a fiiir face. 

The Greek poi\dored awhile before he answered. Then he 
3e the apposite inquiry : 

Were you sober, Hirpinua, when you stood Tip to him ? or 
you sucked down a skinful of wine, before yon took your 
lUyful of boxing ? ' 

The other burst into a loud laugh. ' Drunk or sober,' said Jie, 
know tJie stulT I am made of, just aa well ai I know your 
light to an ounce, and your reach to an inch. Ay, and your 
lUle too, my lad I though it don't take a six-foot rod to get to 
1)0110111 of llial. Harkye, tliis Briton of mine would ent sucli 
as you, body and bones and all, just as I would cat a 
and be ready for another directly, without so much aa 
washing bis mouth out.' 

A very sinister scowl passed aci'oss Euchenor'a face, who did 
not quite relish this low vaJuation of his prowess, and, above 
all, bis courage ; but he was a professional boxer, and, as such, 
necessarily possessed thorough eommand of temper, so he only 
little scornfully over the otlner'.s frame, wliieh was 
ng somewhat into fleali, and observed : 

There will he money to be made out of him then in the arena, 
lie fells into good hands, and is properly trained.' 
Hitherto, the fencing-master had joined but carelessly in the 
nversation, and, indeed, scarcely seemed aware of its purport ; 
but the concluding sentence arrested his attention, and turning 
upon Hirpinus rather angrily, and with the air of one accus- 
tomed to command, he said, abruptly : 

Why did you not bring him to me at once ? If you have let 

L slip through thoso great fingers of yours, it will be the worat 

you have been concemcrl in for many a day. Have a care, 

rpinus 1 Better men than you have been under the net ere 

and the great games are not so far off. It needs but a 

fiwm me to send you into the arena to-morrow, a fair pn^y 

clumsy trident and a iathom or two of twine. You know 

well aa I do.' 

lias spoke truth. A retired gladiator, celebrated for his 
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deadly swordsmanship and tlie number of his victories, he baA. 
been long ago inveatcJ by Nero witli the wooden foil, whidt 
representtd a free discharge and immiinity from futnra aervicea 
in. tlie amphitheatre. Habituated, however, to the excitement o( 
the fatal sport, and Tejoiciug ia that gpuriouB fame which ho dia- 
tinguiahed men of his class at Home, Le had set up a echool for 
the expreaa nurpoHe of training awordamen for the arena; and 
liad won such favour, under two aucceeaive emperors, by the 
proficient^ to which he brought his pupils, and hia talent for 
arranging the deadly pageants in which they figured, that be had 
gradually become an incontrovertible authcrity on Euch matters, 
and the principal manager of the games in tiie amphitheatre. Of 
Ilia reputation for gallantry, fmd the strange iaaeinatioii mioh men 
posaessed for the Koman ladicR, we have already spoken; but if' 
hia smUee were courted amonget the fair spectators of their o 
teete, his word was law with the gladiators themselves. He it 
itas who paired the combatants, supplied them with weapons, ' 
adjusted their disputea, and, in most cases, held the balance o 
wliich their very Kves depended. A threat from Hippiaa "wa 
more dreaded by these ruffians than the home-thrust of spenr 
and sword. 

Now, Hirpinua, altliough a fearless and skilful fighter, had 
nssailable point. On one occasion, when he had entered the _^ 
circua as a seaiUn; that ie to say, a combatant anned tvith sword 
and hehnet, againet the retiarius, who bore nothing but a trident' 
and net, he had the misfortune to find himself involved in tbe 
meahea of tJie latter, and at the mercy of hia antagonist. Tfac', 
Itoman crowd, though fickle in ifa approval, and imcertain in its 
natipathies, spared him in consideration of the gallant fight he 
!iad made; but HirpiouB never forgot his sensations at that 
moment. Bold and fierce as he was, it completely cowed him ; 
and the boisterous, boastful prizefighter would turn pale at the. 
mention of a trident Mid a net. There was aomethmg Indicroua 
in the manner in which he now quailed before Hippias, eyeing 
him with the same sort of imploring glance that a dog casta at 
bis maater, and obviously persuaded of the speedy ftdfilment of. 
his threat. 

'Patience, patron 1 ' he growled, apologetically. 'I know' 
whore tlie lad ia to be found. I can lay my hand on him at any 
time. 1 can bring 1'''" with me to the school. Why I talked 
myself well-nigh hoarse, and stayed out the driiJring of two 
fiagons of (viur Sabine to boot, wliile I canvaased him to becoma 
one of us, and join the fiimily fortliwith. Why, you don 
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|[, putron, 1 would be so thick-witted aa to let him go without 
; out where he lives? He is either b freedman, or a 



^^■■'HobIi, fool I ' intermpted Hippiaa, angriiy, obserring that 
Damoaippus and Oiursea wore hoveriDg near, and lieteoing intently 
(br a piece of intelligence which he hud resolved should bo con- 
Teyed by himgelf, and none other, to the Tribune'u ear. ' There 
ia no occasion to publiah it by the crier. HadHt thou but brains, 
man, in smy sort of proportion lo tfaoBe great muscloa of thine, I 
could tell thee wliy, with some hope of being underBtood. 
Bnough I lose not eight of the lad ; and, obove all, keep tliy 
e within thy teeth !' 

H big gladiator nodded a BuJky affinimtive, pnzaled, but 

idient; and the two freedmen, with many courteous bowa nnil 

res, accosted the champions with all the humility and defcr- 

8 to which such public characten were entitled. 

P They Bay tliere will be two hundred paira of awordamen, 

at the same moment,' observed Damaaippua, in ttllueion 

BAie coming games; 'and not a plate of ateel allowed in the 

I, Mvo aword and helmet. But of courae, my Hippiaa, you 

ipw best if this ia true.' 

I^And lirec new hons from Libya, loose at onco,' added 

' with a Bcene repi'csenting shepherds surprised over their 

ii-fiiea; real rocks, I have been told, and a stream of running 

r in the amphitheatre, with a thicket of live shrubs, irom 

pich the beasts Are to emei'ge. Four laste, illustrious Hipplu, 

« people say, ia perfect. It has obviously been consulted here.' 

Hippiaa smiled mysteriously, and a Uttle ecornitiUy. 

'There is a lion from Libya,' said he; ' I can tell you thus 

much. I, myself, saw him fed only yesterday, at snnset.' 

'Is he large? ia he strong? is he fierce?' questioned the two 
iilmost in a breath. ' When did become? ia he quite full-gi-own 7 
wili they keep him without flesh 7 Of course tie shepherds are 
not to be armed 7 Will tliey be condemned criminals, or only 
paid gladiators 7 Not that it matters much, if the lion ia a pretty 
good one. We had a tiger, you know, last year, that kiUed five 
Ethiopian slaves, though they all set on him at once.' 

' But they wore unarmed,' interrupted Euohenor, whose cheek 
~'i turned a shade paler during the discussion. ' Give nie the 
T weapons, and I fear no beast that walks the earth.' 

med, of course 1' repeated Damaaippus, ' and so was the 

i more beautiful creature was never seen. Do you not 

mbcr, Oai'aes, how he waved his long tail and strokod his 
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face with hia pawf, like n kitten before it begins lo pla^r? And 
then, wlwn he mailo liia Hpring, the first black was rolled up like 
a ball 7 I was in the fifth row, my friends, yet I heard his bonea 
crack, distinctly, even there.' 

'He Traa a great loss, that tiger,' obsen-cd Oarsea, more sadly 
than UHUol ; 'they should never have pitted him against a tanked 
elephant. The moment I saw the ivoiy, I knew how tlie light 
must end, and I wagered against the smaller animal diixxtly. I ■ 
would have lost my sesterces, I think, willingly, foi- it tg have ' 
won ; but the beautifiil beast never had a chance.' 

' It was the weight that did it, patrons — the weight,' observed 
HirpimL?. ' Man or beast, I will explain to you that weight 
must always — ' 

But here the gladiator's dissertation was broken off by the 
movement of the crimson hangings, and the appearance of 
Placidus emerging on liis lev^e of expectants, bright and hand- 
some, ready dressed for tlie day. 

The Tribune owned one advantage at least, which is of no 
Email service to a man who embarks on a career demanding con- 
stant energy and watclilidncsa ; he possessed that good digestion, 
which is proverbially held to accompany an elastic coQHciened 
and a hard heart. Though supper the previous evening had been 
a luxurious and proti'acted mral — though the wine-cup had pafiBedi 
round very often, and the guests with singing brains had shown, 
themselves in their own cliaracters to their coo3-headed and 
designing boKt — the latter, refreshed by a night's rest, i 
appeared with the glow of health on his cheek, and its li»tre ia 
his eye. As he looked about him on the thi'ong of clients aaS, 
dependants, hia snow-white gown fastened and looped up niQi 
gold, his mantle adorned with a broad violet hem, lis h^ ttaA 
beard carefLiily perfumed and armnged, a murmur of applause? 
went round the circle which, perhaps, for once was really mncer^ 
and even the rough gladiators could not withhold their approba~ : 
tion from a figure that was at once so richly attired, so manly, 
Rnd BO refined. 

' Hail, my irienda I' said the Tribune, pausing in the entrance, 
and looking graciously around him on the crowd. 

' Hail, ^jatron I ' answered a multitude of voices, in every key, 
from the subdued and pohsbed treble of Oareea to the deef 
hoarse baaa of the gladiators. 

Placidufi moved irom one to the other, with an eafiy though 

dignified cordiality of manner which he well knew how lo asaume 

" en disposed to cultivate she favour of hia iiifpriora. Clear- 
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Maded and discerning, in a wonderfullj short apace of time he 
ud dspatohed the various mnt(«rs which constituti^d the faudnesa 
of hia rooming lev^e. He had admired the model, declined lliu' 
pninting, ordered the statue, bought the jewels, answered tlie fair 
snpplinnt'a message, and secured the mullet by sending to the 
market for it at once. The honest countrymen, too, he diBmiased 
Bufficiently well pleased, conaidering they liad received Dolhing 
more BubsCantia! tiian amilea; and he now turned leisurely to 
Ilippas, as if life had no duty ao engro&sing as the purnuit of 
pleasure, and asked him eagerly aller the training of Iiia gliidia- 
tora, and the proRpects of the amphitheatre. 

Hijipiaa knew his own value ; he conversed with the patrician 
as au equal ; biit HirpinuB and Euchenor, appreciating the worth 
of a rich patron, gazed on Placidus with intense respect and ad- 
miration. The latter, especially, watched the Tribune witli his 
bright cunning eye, as if prepared to plant a blow on the first 
unguarded place. 

' But your swordsmen arc all too well known,' urged the 

patrician on the fencing-maater. ' Here is old Hirpinua covers 

Si BIB whole body with two feet of steel as if it were a complete suit 

bf armour, and never takes his point off his adversary's heart the 

lirfaile. The others are nearlyaswary; if they encounter ordinary 

aioers they are Eure to conquer; if we match them against each 

filer and the people would see blood drawn, they must fight 

"indfolded,* and it becomes a matter of mere chance. No, what 

ant is a new man — one whom we can train without his being 

rered, and bring out as an unknown competitor to U-y for 

a Emperor's prize. Wliat say yoti, Ilippias? 'Tis tlie only 

nee for a winning game now.' 

I have heard of such a one,' answered Hippias. ' I think I 

a lay my hand on an untried blade, that a few weeks' training 

11 pJish up info the keenest weapon we have sharpened yet ; 

) least, BO Hirjuinus infoims me. What say'et thou, old 

^njanl Tell the patixju how thou earnest to light on tliy match 

tt last." 

. Thus adjnred, the veteran gladiator reLited at considerable 
tength, interrupted hy many exclamations of wonder from Daraa- 
"^ppua and Oarsea, liis chance meeting with Esca in the forum, 
ftud subsequent trial of strength and skill at the gymnasium. 
Somewhat verbose, as wo li.ivc seen, when he could secure an 
luitience, Ilirpinus waxed eloquent on so congenial a thi^me as 
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Hie beau^ ami stnture of his new fiiend. 'Ae 
pntron,' said he, ' ouj aa lillie u a panther I llaud, and fu 
and eye, all keeping time together liJte a dancing girl's. 1 
epring cf a ivild cat, and the light footfiill of n doer. Then he.) 
would loolc BO well in the arena, -vrith hia fair young face, set oa 
hia towering neclc, like that of the son of PeleuB. Indeed, if he 
ehould be vanquislied, the women would save him every time. 
Why, one of the fairest and the noblest ladiea in Home etopped 
her litter in the crowded etreet while we walked together, and 
bade lihn come and speak to her from sheer good-will. la faith, 
he was aa tnll, and twice as handsome, as the very Libumians 
who carried her on their Bhouldera.' 

The Tribune was laughing heiirttly at the athlete's eloquence 
but Dnmasippus, who never took hia ojea off his patron's face, 
thought the evil laugh waa more malicious than usual at the 
mention of the LihumiaoH, and there was a false ring in the 
mirthful tones with which he aaked for more information aa to 
this young Apollo, and the dnrae on whom hia appearance seemed 
to have made such an impression, 

'I know most of the great ladiea pretty weU 
Bivered the honest swordsman. ' Faith, a man does not easily 
forget the faces he sees turned on him in the arena, when he hia 
his point at hia iidversary's throat, and Uiey bid him driTe il 
merrily home, and never spare. But of aU the faces I see undei. 
ihe awning, there's not one looks down so calm and beauti£il on 
a death-atiTiggle aa that of the noble Valeria.' 

' Like the moon on the torrent of Anio,' observed Daraaaippu*. 

' Like the atars on the stormy Egean,' echoed Oarses, 

' Like nothing but herself,' continued Hirpinua, who esteemed 
liis owa judgment incontrovertible on all matters relating to 
phyfflcal beauty, whether male or female. ' The handsomest feoa 
and the finest form in Rome. It was not hkely I could be c 
laken, though I only caught a glimpse of her neck and arm fi 
moment, as she drew back the curtains of her litter, liko 
And here Ilirpiuus paused for a simile, concluding with infii 
relish, ' like a blade half drawn, and returned with a clash into 
the aheath.' 

Again Damasippus thought he perceived a quiver on hia 
pfttron'a face. Again tliere waa something jarrmg in the Tv 
bune's voice, aa he said to Uippias ; 

' We must not let this new Achilles escape us I Sec to it, 
tiippias. Who knows? lie may make a worthy successor, 
aven for thee, thou artist in slimghter, when he has worked liii 



CHAPTER XI. 



Hippiaa laughed good-bumouredly, turning at the tamo lime 
his right tliumb outwurd, and pointdng with it to tiie roof. It 
was the gesture with whioh tlie Roman crowd in the amphitheatre 
rcluited quarlei' to the comhutivnt who was down. 

Ibrokra column of one of the buildings destroyed in Uie great 
of liome, and not yet restored, was glowing crimiH>n in tlie 
•ettmg HUH. Beneath its baae, the Tiber was gliding gently on 
towarda the eea. Tliere wtis a subdued htim even in the itreetg 
of the imperial city that denoted how the burden and beat of the 
day were now past ; and the languor of the hour seemed to per- 
Tade evQn those who were compelled m> toil on in the struggle for 
bread, and who could only in imagination abandon thomselvea to 
repoae. On a fragroent of t!ie ruin sat Esca, gazing intently on 
^^flie wuter aa it stole by. To all appearance his lletJesB and dr^uny 
^^Bpod was unconscious of Rurrounding objects, yet his attitude 
^^Hb ^t of one prepared to start into action at a moment'snotice; 
^^^U though his arms were folded and his head bent down, his ear 
^^^Ba Wattling eagerly to catch tlie faintest sound. 
^^^H[t is a patience- wearing process, that same wailing for a 
^^^bnan ; and under the most &Yourablc circumstances is produc- 
^^^Bo of mtieh irritation, disappointment, and di^ist. In the first 
^^^Itee a maa ia invariably too soon, and this knowingly and as it 
were with malice prepense. Taking time thus by the forelock, 
delays Iiis flight conriderahly, and indeed reduces his pace to the 
slowest possible crawl ; so that when the appointed moment doe» 
arrive, it seems to the watcher that it has been past a considerable 
period, and that his vigil should be already over, when in reality 
it is only just begun. Then, as the minutes steal on, come the 
different iniagivinga and suspicions which only arise on such occa- 
' 1, and which in his right sensea the self-tortui'er would be 
le of harbouring. Circumstances which, when theappoint- 
it was made, seemed expresaly adapted to iitrther his designs, 
» change to insurmountable difGculties, or take their place as 
'n a chain of deception which he persuadea himself has been 
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forged with unlieard-of duplicity, espreaaly for his disoomfitTirB. 
lie thinks badlyof every one, "worst of allof her, whoaeimpardor 
Bblfl fault is that she ia now some fifty aeconds late. Then com( 
a revuJBion of feeling, and hia heart leaps to hia mouth, iot 
yonder, emorging on the long perBpeotive, is a female figm* 
obviously advancing this way. The expected object ia tall, Blim^ 
pliant, and walks with the firm free step of a deer on tie healieri 
The advancing shape ia abort, fiit, awkward, and waddlea in it^ 
gait; neverthcleaa, it ia not till it has reached within ann'i 
length that he will allow himBali' to be convinced of his disap- 
pointment. If ila ears are pretty quick, the unoffending figure 
may well be shocked at the deep and startling execration which 
its presence calb forth. Then begins another phaae of despond- 
ency, humiliation, and bitter self-contempt, through all which ' 
pioisant changes of feeling the old feverish longing rei ' 
strong as ever. At last aha comes round the corner 
earnest, with the well-known smile in her eyes, the well-known 
gi'ceting on her lipa, and he forgets in an instant, as if they had 
never been, his anxiety, his anger, his repioachea, all but the 
presence that bringa light Co his life and gladness to bis heart once 

Esca rose impatiently at intervals, walked a few paces 
fro, sat down again, and threw small Augments of the ruin into 
tliu water. 

Presently a figure, draped in black and closely veiled, moved 
down to the river's side near where the Briton sat, and bc^an' 
filling a pil«hcrfirom the stream. It could hardly have passed thft 
column without seeing him, yet did it seem unconscious of his 
presence; and who could tell how the heart might be beating 
within the bosom, or the check blushing behind the veil ? 

That veil was lifted, however, with an exclamation of surprise, 
when Esca stooped over her to take the pitcher fi-om her hand, 
and Mariamno'a cheek turned paler now than it had been ei'En oi 
the memorable night when lie rescued her firom the grasp of Spadi 
and hia fellow -bacchanals. 

He, too, murmured some vague words of astonishment at finding- 
her here. K they were honest, for whom could he have been 
waiting so impatiently 7 and it is possible, besides, Mariamne 
might have been a little disappointed bad she been allowed ' " "■" 
her pitcher from the Tiber for herself. 

Tlie Jewess had been thinking about him agood deal more thao 
she mtended, a good deal more than she knew, for the lost two 
days. It ifl strange how ver^ insensibly sucli thoughts gain 
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' -growtli and itrcugth ivithovt care or culture, Tberc are plouta 
we ])i-mie and water every clay which never resicL more than a 
^ddy and stunted vitality after all, iind there are othem that wu 
trample down, cut over, tear up by llie very roeia, which ntver- 
theleas altain Buch Tigour and luxuriance that our walls are 
covcriid by their tendrila, and our dwellinga pervaded by their 
bageviace. 

MariamDe waa no bigoted daughter of Judah, for wtom the 
stranger waa an outcast becan.ie a heathen. Her constant icter- 
conrse witb Calchas had taught her nobler truths thnn abe bad 
derived from the traditions of her fathers. And with all her 
pride of race and national predilections, she had imbibed those 
principles of charity and toleration which formed the ground- 
work of a. new religion, destined to died ita light upon all the 
natioDS of the earth. 

It was not precisely aa a brother, though, that Marinmne had 
yet brought herself to regard the handsome British slave. 

Tliey were soon conversing happily together. The embarrass- 
meut of meeting had disappeared wiUi the first DlToctation of sur- 
prise. It was not long before he told her how tired he had been 
of watching by tbe broken column at the nvei'-aide. 

■ How could you know I should come here V asked the girl 
witL a look of infinite simplicity and candour, though she most 
have remembered al! the time, that she had not scrupled to hint 
at the daily practice in course of conversation with Calchas, on tlie 
night when Esca brought her safely home. 

' I hoped it,' he replied with a smile. ' I have been a hunter, 
you know, and have learned that tlie shyest and wildest o( 
Boimals seek the waterside at sunset. I waa here yesterday, and 
waited two long houra in vain.' 

JShe glanced quickly at Mm, but withJiew her eyta immedi- 
ately, while the blood mounted to her pale face, 

' Did you expect to see me ? ' she a^ed in o trembling voice ; 
' and I never left the house the whole of yesterday I Oh, how I 
wish I had known it I' Then she stopped in painfid emliarroaBmenl, 
na having aiid too niiich. 

He appeared not to notice her confiision. He seemed to have 
some confeasion to make on his own part — something he hardly 
ilared to tell her, yet wliich his honest nature coiild not consent 
should be witJdield, At last he said it with an effort : 

' You know what I am ! My time is not my own, my very 

mbs belong to another. It matters not that the master is kind, 
' msidcrate. M.irianme, I am a slave ! ' 
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' I know it," eho answered, veiy eeiitly, with a loving pitjr 
bcaniing in her dark eyea. ' My kinsman Culclms told me as 
much after you went away.' 

He diew a long breath ae if relieved. ' And yet you wiaLed to 
Bee me again 7 ' he asked, while a gleam of happineea br^htuned 
his face. 

'Why not?' she replied with a kind smile. 'Though that 
hand is a elave's, it struck my enemy down with tiie force of a 
hundred warnoru ; though that arm is a slave's, it bore me homd 
with the care and tenderness of a. woman. Ah I tell ma not of 
KUvety when the limba are strong, aad the heart ie brave and 
pure. Though the body be chained witli iron fetters, what 
matter ho long as the epirit ia free 7 Esca, you do not believe I 
think the worse of you because you are a heathen and a slave 1 ' 

Her voice waa very soft and low while she spoke his name. No 
voice bad ever sounded so sweetly in his ears before. A new, 
strange sense of happiness seemed to pervade hia whole being, yet. 
he had never felt his situation so galling and unendurable as now. 

' I would not have you think the worse of me,' he answered, 
eagerly, ' upon any accoimt. Listen, Mariamne. I was taken 
captive in war and brought here with a htmdred otherB to Rome. 
We wei'e set up like cattle in the slave-markot. Like cattle also 
we were purchased, one by one by Ihoae who eateemed tbemselvei 
practised judges of such human warea. I was bought by Caiua-' 
Lucius Licinius at the price of a yoke of oxen, or a couple oi 
chariot-horaes. Bought and sold like a beast of the field, and 
diiven home to my new master 1 ' 

He spoke with a scorn all the more bitter iiom having been 
repressed so long. Yet he kept back and saiothered the indig- 
nation riaing within him. This iras the first ear thiit had ever 
been open to his wrongs, and the temptation waa strong to pour 
them freely fortli to so interested and partial b listener. To do 
him juatice, he re&aiaed fiom the indulgence. He had been. 
taught from childhood that it waa Tveak and womanish to 
plain ; and the man had not forgotten the lessons of the boy. 

Her gentle voice again interposed iu soothing and consoling- 

'But he is kind,' she fiaid, 'kind and considerate — you told 
me so yourself I could not bear to think him otherwiM. 
Indeed, Esca, it would make me very unhappy to know that 

Hei?e she broke off suddenly, and snatched up ihe pitch 
had been filling for her with such haste as to spill half its contents 
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imr bii dress and her own. * Tlicre ia Roin« one walcliing u? ! 
Fftrewel! ! ' ahe whispered in a breathless, frighteneJ voice, and 
hurried away, turning her head once, however, to cast n glance 
orer her ahotildcr, aitd then linsteued home foaUr than before. 

Esca looked (ifter her while ahe oontiiiiu'd in sight, either iinoon- 
HcioUB of iLeir vicinity, or at all eventa not noticing a pair of bold 
black eyes ihnt were fixen npon him with an expreaaion of arch 
and ludicroiia Burjtrise. He turned niifrrily, however, upon the 
intruder, when the blaolc eyea hud ga«ed thuir fill, nnd their 
owner biirat out into a loud, merry, nnd mocking luugli. 

La's voice was nt all timce pitched in a high key ; hei 
rere very distincl and ahril!, admirably adapted for the 
espreanon of deriaiou or the conveyance of sarcastic remiirks, 

' So I have run you into a comer at last,' ehe mid, ' and a 
pretty hunt you Lave given mo 7 'Tis to draw water, of course, 
that you come down to the Tiber-side just at sunset; and you 
met her quite by accident, I dare say, that slip of a jrfrl in Tier 
wisp of black clothes, who flitted away juat now like a ghost going 
back again to Proserpine, Ah I you gape like a calf when they put 
the garland on hira for sacrifice, and the poor thing munches the 
very flower-buda that deck him for destruction. Well, you at 
least are reserved for a nobler altar, and a worthier fiite than to 
give your last gasp to a sorceress in the suburba. Jupiter I how 
you Btai-e, and how handsome you look, you great, strong bar- 
banan, when you are tliorougbly aurprised 1 ' 

She put her &ce eo close up to his, to laugh ut him, that the 
gesttue&bnoBtamounted toacaross. Myrrliinabadno aligbtincli- 
nation to make love to the stalwart Briton on her own account, 
jionding the conclusion of certain negotjationa she felt boimd to 
carry out on her mistresa's. These were the result of a oon- 
versatiou held tliat morning while the maid was as usual combing 
out hiT lady's long and beautiflil hair. 

Vftleria'a sleep had been broken and restleso. She tossed 
and tujned upon hur pillow, and put back the hair from her 
J^vered cheeks and throbbing temples in vain. It vioa weiirj' 
lie gazing with eyes wide open at the flickering shadows 
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cast by tLe niglit-kinp on the opposite wall. It woa atUl les 
productive of sleep to shut them tigkt and abandon herself ti 
the vision thwa created, whioli Btood out in life-like ooloura am 
refused to be dispelled, Do what die would to forget him, ant 
conjure up Boraeotherobject,tliere was the young barbarian, tower 
ing like a demigod over the mean effeminate throng ; there weri) 
the waving linen garments, and the reeling aymbols, and t" 
tosdng hands, and the scowling faces of the priests of lais; thi 
was the dark-clad girl with her gj'aceftil pliant form ; and thar^' 
yea, always there, in his maddening beauty, was the tall bravo 
figure, gathering itself in aet to strike. She could not analysa 
her feelings; she beheved herself bewitched. Valeria had not 
reached the pidme of her womanhood, without having sounded, ai 
ehe thought, every chord of feeling, tasted of every cup that pro- 
mised gratification or excitement. She had been flattered by 
brave, courted by handsome, and admired by clever men. Soma- 
she fancied, some she hked, some she laughed at, and bi 
told herself she loved. But this was a new sensation altogether. 

is intense and passionate longing she had never felt before. 
But for its novelly it would have been absolutely painful, 
timid girl might have been frightened at it; but Valeria was 
■ nid girl. She was a woman, on the contrary, who, with oU the 

gemess and impetuosity of her sex, possessed the tenacity of 
purpose and the resolution of a man. 

Obviously, as she could not conquer the sentiment, it was 
nature to indulge it. 

' I have a message to Liciaius,' said she, turning at the bi 
time from the mirror, and Buffering her long brown hair to fall ovef ' 
Iier face like a veil ; 'a message that I do not cai-e to write, loat 
it should be seen by other eyes. Tell me, Myrrhina, how can I 
beat convey it to my kinsman 7 ' 

The waiting-maid was far too astute to suggest the obviou 
arrangement of a private interview, than which nothing coult 
have been easier, or to offer her own serviceB, as a 
B.iry who had already proved herseff tmstivorthy in many a Welti 
conducted Intrigiie ; for Myrrhinit knew her business too well t( 
hesitate in playing into the hands of her mistreBs. Soaheassumei 
a look of perplexity and deep reflection while, finger on forehead 
as the reault of jirofound thought, she made the following reply : 

' It would be Bafi!st, madam, would it not, to trust the matt»f 
to some confidential shive 7 ' 

Valeria's heart was boating fast, and the fair cheek v 
Bgain now, wliile ehe answered, with studied careIcBsnos= ■■ 
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•Perhaps it would, if I couJd think of one. Yon know his 
houaeliold, MyrrLinB, Can I safely confide in any of them 7' 

' TLoae barbarians are generally faithfwl,' observed the maii^ 
with the moat unconscious air. ' I know Liciniua h:ti a firitiali 
slave in whom he places considerable trust. You have seen liim 
yourself, madam.' 

'Havel?' answered Valeria, moving restloaaly inio a more 
comforlable attitude. ' Shoiild I know him .again J What is he 
tike?' 

The blood had once moi'e mounted to her forelieiid, btneaih tlic 
long hair. Myrthinn, who was behind her, s.-iw the crinison 
mantling even on her neck. She wa.s n slave, and n waiting- 
maid, bat she was also a woman, and she coitld not resist the 
temptation ; so she answered maliciously : 

' He is a big awkward-locking youth, of lofty stature, madam, 
and with light curly hair. Stupid doubtless, and as trusty, pro- 
bably, as he is thick-witted.' 

It is not safe to jest with a tigrefis unless you are outside the 
bare of her cage. Valeria made a quick impatient movement 
that warned the speaker she hod gone too fiir. The latter was uot 
wanting in readinass of resource. ' I could bring him here, 
madam,' she added, demurely, ' within nix hours.' 

Her lady smiled pleasantly enough, ' This evening, Myrrhina,' 
ahc said ; ' I shall scarcely be ready before. By tlie way, I nui 
tired of those plain gold bracelets. Take them away, and don't 
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e them again. This evening, yoi 
■rclytoyoi ' 



I MtpjKise I hii-i 



better li 

Both maid and mistress knew what this meant well. It Implied 
full powers and hniidsoTOe remuneration on one side, succeasful 
njanrauvring and judicious blindness on the other. Valeria dis- 
posed herself for a long day's dreaming : stretched indeed in 
bodily repose, but agitating her mind with all the harassing alliT- 
nationa of antici^iution, and hope,aQd doubt, andfear — not without 
a considerable leavening of triumph, .ind a slight tinge of sliamc i 
while Myrrhina set herself energetically to work on the task elie 
had undertaken ; which, indeed, appeared to poasess its difficul- 
ties, when she had ascertained at the first place she sought, namely, 
the house of Licinius, that Esca was abroad, and no one knew in 
what direction he was likely to he found. 

A woman's wit, however, usually derives fresh stinmlus frore 
opposition. Myrrhina was not without a large circle ofacquain- 
a ; and amongst others owned a staunch friend, and occaaionsl 
'n the person of Hirpinoii, Ihe gladialor. That worthy 
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took a sufficient mterest in iLe tithletic Biiton to observe hli 
movemeuU, and was aware tliat Eeca had spent sotob tivo or thrai 
hours by the Tiber-aide on the previous evening — a fact whicl 
he imparted to Myrikina, on crosa-examintttion by tie lattei, 
readily enough, profeeaing at the same time hia own inability to 
account for it, inasraucli aa there was ncitlier wine-flhop nor quoit- 
ground in the vicinity. Not ao hia intriguing little queBttoner, 
' A man doea not wait two or three hours in one epot,' thoug 
Myrrhina, ' for anything but a woman. AJso, the woman, if ahe 
TOmea at all, ia never bo fer "behind her time. The probability 
then is, that aliedifiappointed him; and the concluaioa, tliatheinll 
be there again about sunaet the following day,' 

Thus ai^piiiig, she resolved to attend at the trysting-piaoe, ttai 
make a thiid in the interview, whelher welcome or not ; Ulliag 
the intervening time, which might otherwise have hung h^vily 
on her hoada, by a aeriea of experiments on the Buiaceptibili^ of 
Hirpinus — an amuaing piiatime, but wanting in excitement froi 
ita iiarraleasnesa ; for the gladiator had arrived at that period of 
life when outwoi'd charms, at least, are esteemed at their leal 
value, and a woman must posaesa aometMng more than a merry 
eye and a sauoy lip if she would hope to rival the attraction « 
aa easy couch and a ilagon of old wine. Nevertheless, aha 
laughed, and Jest«J, and ogled, keeping her himd in, as it were, 
for practice against worthier occasions, till it was time to depart 
on her errand, when ahe made her escape from hor duggisb 
admirer, with an excuse tm false and as plauHible aa the amile Ofl 

Hirpinus looted after her aa she ilitled away, laughed, ahook 
his head, and strode heavily olF to the wine-shop, with an arofa 
expreaaion of amusement on his brave, good-humom'ed, Mid' 
somewhat stupid face. 

Myrrhina, drawing a veil about her head and ahoidder* bo 
eSbcCually to conceal her features, proceeded to thread her wti^ 
through die labyrinth of impoTerisheiJ stroeta that led to the rivei*- 
side, as if femUiar with their intricacies. When ehe reached her 
deatioation at last, ahe easily hid herself in a convenient lurking- 
place, from which she took care not to em^ge till she had learned 
all she wialied to know about Esca and hia companion. 

' What Uo you want with me 7 ' asked the Briton, a liltle dis- 
turbed by thia BBUcy apparition, and not much pleased with tha 
waitiDg-maid'a femiiiar and malicious air. 

' I am unwelcome, doubtless,' answered the girl, with anothet' 
peal iif laiiglUtr ; ' neverthiiloss you must come with me whdthel 
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10. We Itoiuaa maideni take no denial, yoaug 
: not lL':e your tail, pale, ftoznn women of ilia 
Norlb.' 

Subecribiug readily to ihia opinion, li'.scu r<;lt indignant at tlie 
nme time to be eo completely taken posaeasioii ot ' I huve uo 
luiBnre,' fitiA h<?, ' to attend npon your fatioics. I iiiiut homeward; 
it ia already nearly supper time.' 

' And yoii are a slave, I know,' retorted Myrrliina willi a gi?s- 
tare of supreme and provoking contempt. ' A slave I Yoa, 
with your Btrengtli, and Btature, and courage, cannot call on hour 
of thu fine cool evening yoi;r own.' 

' I know it,' Bait! he, bowing iiia head to conceal llie flush of 
indignation that had riien to hia brow. ' I know it. A nkve 
must clean hie mastar'a platter, and fill !ii« cup Xa drink.* 

She oould aee that her thrust bad pierced home ; but wiili all 
her prodllectioma for his faandxoine person, sho cared not how alis 
wounded the manly heart within. 

' And being a slave,' she reamncd, ' you may be loaded and 
goaded like a mult 1 Yon may be kicked and bexten like a dog I 
You oinaot even rcoent it with boofa and fangs a« tlie dumb 
anicoal does when his treatment ifl barBher than he desei'ves I 
You are a vuin, you know, though a barbarian 1 YoQ must 
cringe, and whine, and bite your lips, nnd be pitient I ' 

Every Byliable frum tliat sJiarp tongue seemed to sting him like 
a wasp : his whole frame quivered with anger at her taunts ; but 
he Bcomed to sliow it, and putting a strong coD.><traint upon hia 
feelings, he only aaked, quietly : 

' What would you with me ? It was not to tell me tliia thai 
fou watched and tracked me here.' 

Hyrrliina thought she had now brought the metal to a eaJfl- 
cienliy high temperature for iufiion. She proceeded to mould it 
accordingly. 

' I tracked you here,' she said, ' becaiine I wfinted you. I 
wanted you, because it is in my power to render you a great ser- 
vice. Listen, Esca ; you mufit come with me. It is not every 
man in Rome would require so much perauafflon to follow the 
steps of a. pretty girl.' 

She looked very arch and tempting while she spoke, but her 
attmctionB were sadly wasted on the pre-oeoupied Brilon ; and 
if she expected to win from him any overt act of admiration or 
encouTBgemeat, she was wofully disappointed. 

'I caoooifbUow y.urs-' wiid he; 'my way lies in anothei <Liec- 



tion. Tuu liave yourself reminded me (h;it I am not my o) 

' That in tho very reason,' she exclaimed, clapping her hand« 
exultingly. ' I can eliow you the wny to freedom. No one elat 
cim help yon but Myrrhina ; and if you attend to licr directioni 
you can obtain yonr liberty without delay,' 

' And why shotild yo« be disposed to confer on me such 4 
benefit?' he asked, witii inBtinctive caution, for the impuHw 
naturo tliat jumps so hastily to conclueions, and walks open-eyet 
into a trap, is rarely bom north of the Alps, ' I 
barion, a stranger, almost nn enemy. What hnve yi 
common?' 

'Perhaps 1 have iaileu iu love with you myself,' i 
out ; ' pci'haps you may be able to serve me in return. Comof 
you are as cold aa llie icy climate in ivhich you were bred. Ton 
shall take your choice of the tivo reasons ; only w 
time, but gird yourself and follow me,' 

Though it had never been dormant, the desire for liberty had 
within the last two days, acquired a painful intensity in Esco' 
breast. He had not indeed yet confessed to himself that 1 
cherislied an ardent attachment for Mariamne ; but he was coi 
Bciona that her society possessed for him an undefinable attraction; 
gnd tliat without her neither liberty nor anything clap would b( 
worlli having. This new sensation made his position more galUii| 
than it had ever been before. He cotJd not ignore the fact, thit 
•t was absurd for one whose existence was not Ilia own, to devoti 
that existence to another ; and the degradation of slavery, whioE 
hia lord's kindness had vdled fiom him as much as possible while, 
in his household, now appeared in all its naked ddbrmity. He 
felt that no eiFort would be too desperate, no sacrifice too costly, 
to make for liberty ; and that he would readily risk life itself, soot 
lose it, to be free, if only for a week. 

' You haye seen my mistress,' resumed Myrrhina, aa they hur- 
ried on tlirough the, now darkenmg streeta ; ' the lliireat lady and 
the most powerful in Rome ; a near kinswoman, too, of yonr 
master. It needs bnt a word from her to make of you what sh« 
pleases. But she is wiiful, you must know, and imperiotis, b 
cannot bear to be conti-adicted. Few women can.' 

Ebcb had yet to leam this peculiarity of the ses ; but he hea 
Myrrhina mention her mistress with vague misgivings, and fore- 
hodinga of evil far different from the tmmised feelings of intereil 
lueh ii communication would have called forth a while ago. 

' Did she send for me expressly ? ' he aJtcd, with some umety 
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of (cue. Anrl how did you know where to find me in such a 
town aa thia ? ' 

' 1 know a great many ihinge," replied the laiigUing damsel ; 
' but I do not choose eveiy one to be ns wise as iiijaelf. I wiU 
MHwer both your qiieBtiona, though, if you will answer one of 
mine in return. Valeria did Dot mention you by name, and yet 
I think there ia no Oilier man in Rome would ecrve her tnm 
but youreelf ; and I knew that I should find you by Tiber-side, 
because you cannot keep a gooso from the water, nor a fool from 
his fate. Will you answer my question as frankly ? Do you 
loTB the dark pale gir! that fled away bo liaalily when I diBcoverod 
you together ? ' 

This was exactly whnt he liad btcii ujikiiig himself the whole 
evening, with no very conclusiTe result ; it was not likely, tliere- 
fore, that Myrrhina Ediould elicit a satisfactory reply. The Britoo 
coloured a little, hesitated, and gave an evasive answer. 

' Like tends to like,' said he. ' What is (hero in common between 
iwo strangers, &om the two farthest extremities of the empire 7 ' 

Myrrhina clapped her lianda in triumph. ' Like tends to like, 
say you! ' she exclaimed, c^ultingly. ' You will tell another talc 
ci* on hour be past. Hush I be silent now, and step aoftly ; but 
follow close behind inc. It is very dark in here, under the trees.' 

ThuH cautioning hira, she led Esca through a narrow door out 
of the by-street, into which they had diverged, and stepped 
briskly on, witli a confidence born of local knowledge that he 
imitated with difficulty. They \vore now in a thickly planted 
shrubbery which effectually excluded the rays of a rising aioon, 
and in which it was scarce possible to diatinguiali even Myrrhina'a 
wliite dress. Presently they emerged upon a smooth and level 
litwa, shut in by a black group of cedars, through the lower 
branched of which peeped the crescent moon that had not long 
left the horizon, and turning the comer of a colonntide, under a 
ghostly-lookii^ statue, traversed aaotiier door, which opened 
softly to Myrrhina'a touch, and admitted them into a long 
carpeted passage, with a lamp at the farther end. 

' Stay here while I fetch a light,' whispered the damsel ; and, 
gliding away for that purpose, returned presently to conduct 
Csca through a large dark hall into another passage ; where she 
stopped abruptly, and lifting some Eollcen hangings, that served for 
the door of an apartment, simply observed, ' You will find food 
and wine there,' and pushed liim in. 

Floods of soft and mellow hght dazzied his eyes at first ; b«t 
"sed the lux'iriou? beauty of the retreat inio which 



be bniS been forced. It was obvious that all the resources c 
wealth hud been applied to its decoration with a lavish haad^ 1 
guided by a woman's senaibility and a woman's taate. Thej 
walla were painted in frescoes of the richest colouring, o 
represented tlie most aUnring scenes. Here the three jeoloii 
goddeesea flashed upon bewildered Paria, in all tl:e lustre of the| 

mortal charms. A living envy sat on Juno's brow ; 
scorn was Rtampod on Miuerva'a pale, proud fUce ; and the liviii|_ 
smile that won her tie golden apple, ahone in Aphrodit^'ff' 
w innin g eyc9. There glowed imperml Circd in her magic splen 
dour ; and the very victims of her spell seemed yet to cravo, 
with fiery glances and with thirsty lips, for one more draughk 
from the tempting, luscious, and degi'ading cup, A shapely ' 
Endymiou lay stretched in dreitms of love. A frightened Loda ' 
shrunk wliile she careascd. Here fair Adonis bled to deaths , 
ripped by the m.onrter in. the forest glade; there, where the Iwoad* 
leaved lilies ky sleeping on the shady pool, bent fond Narciasna^i 
to look and long his life away ; ua infant BacchilB rolled omongik 
tbe grapes, in bronze ; a litde Cupid mourned liia broken bow, ' 
in marble. Around the cornices a circle of nymphs and BatyMj 
in bas-relief, danced hand-in-hand — wild woodland oreatiiBfc , 
exulting in all the luxuriance of bejuity, all tlia redundancy or 
strength ; and yonder, just where the lamp cast its soiUat iighi. 
on her attraction.s, stood the likeness of Valeria herself, depicti 
by the cunning painter in a loose flowing robe that enbanca 
without concealing, the stately proportions of her figure, etu 
an attitude essentially her own — an attitude expressive of dorn 
paeaion, lulled by the languid, insolence of power, and tinged n 
an imperious coquetry that she had found to be the mos 
of her charmK. 

It was bad enough to sit in that voluptuous room, under tl 
mellow light, drinking llie daintiest produce of Falemian v 
yards, and gazing on such an image as Valeria's — an image o 
wLo, beyond all women, was calculated to madden a hi 
brain, whose beauty could scaioely fiiii to captivate the outwar£ 
senses, and take the heart by storm. It was bad enough to presi 
the vejy couch of which the cushions still retained the print ol 
her form — to see the shawl dirown across it, and trailing on th( 
floor OS though but now flung off — to touch the open bmcela* 
hastily unclasped, yet warm from its contact with her a 
this was bad enough, but worse was still to come. 

Esca was in the act of setting down the goblet he liad drained,] 
and his eye was resting with an expression of admiration, I 
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iken, on the picture opposite, ivhen the nistliiig of iL* 
iuDgidga cauaed him to turn hiB head. There woa nu mote 
BttraotioD now in bounding nymph or brilliant enchnntrem; 
baughtj Juno, wi^e UinervB, and laughing Venui with her 
sparkling girdle, had posHed into tlie shAde. Vtileria'a lilccneM 
wM no longer the masteipiece of the npartment, tr.r there in thf 
doorway appeared the figure (if Valeria herself. Esca sprang to 
his feet, and thua they stood, that noble pair, confronting ettob 
Mher in the radiant light. The hostess and her gueit — tha Indj 
U)(] the slave — the ns»iilitnt and the namiled. 
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V^ALEBiA Irombled in every limb ; yet idiould ^hu have renuuned 
the calmer of the two, inannuch as hera could ncarcely have 
been the itgitation of eurprise. Such a atep, indeed, as tliiit on 
which she now ventured, had not betn taken without tuudi 
hesitation and many changes of miod- 

No woman, we believe, ever becomes utterly unBuxed ; and llie 
proceaa by which even the boldest lose their instinctive modesty, 
is gvaduul in the extreme. The power, too, of Belf-persuanon, 
which ia BO finely developed in tlie whole human race, loses 
none of its efficnoy in the reasonings of the leaa iogicoJ and 
more impulsive half. People do not usually plunge headlong 
into vice. The Bhades are almoat imperceptible by whidi the 
love of adniirtitioQ deepeiia into vanity, and vanity into im- 
prudence, and imprudence, especially if thwarted by advice 
and encouraged by oppoi-tunity, into crime. Nevei-thdeas, the 
stono that has once been set in motion, is pretty sure to roach 
the oottom of the hill at laat ; and ' I might ' grows to ' I will," 
and ' I will,' ere long, becomes ' I must.' Valeria's first thought 
hod only been to look again upon an exterior that pleased her 
eye; then she argued that haviog ecnt for her kinsman's slave, 
there could be no harm in speaking to him — indeed, it would 
seem strange if she did not ; and under any circumatancefl, of 
course there was no occasion tiiat her colloquy should be over- 
heard by all the maidens of her establishment, or even by 
Myrrhina, who, trusty aa she might be, had a tongue of surpnsiiinE 

aJvity, and a love of gossip not to be contioUod. 
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Sht; ignoi'cd, iialur:il!j* enough, that anj' unusual interest in 
tlie Briton should have cauaed her thua to Bmnmon him into her 
own private and peculiar retreat ; thus to surround liim with all 
that was dazzling k) tlie o^e, and alluring to the senses ; thus to 
appear before him in the full glow of her personal heauty, set 08 
by all the accesaorioa of dress, jewels, lights, flowers, and per- 
fiunca, that slie could command. If she sent for him, it was but 
natural that he should find her encircled by the usual advantages 
of her station. It was no fault of hers, that these were gorgeous, 
picturesque, and overpowering. He might as well blame (he old, 
Faleruian for its seduction of the palate, and its confusion of the 
brain. Let bim take care of himeelf ! ehe would see him, speak 
lo him, smile on him, perhaps, and be guided by cireumslances. A 
wise resolution this last in all cases, and by no means difficult 
lo keep when the circiunatances are imder our own control. 

Valeria, woman-like, was the firat to apeak, though she scarcely 
knew what to say. With a very becoming air of hesitation sha 
kept clasping and unclasping a bracelet, the fellow of the one on 
llie couch. She was doubtless conscious that her round white 
arm looked rounder and ivhiter in the process, 

' 1 have sent for yon,' she began, ' because I am informed 1 can ■ 
I'ely implicitly on your truth and secresy. You are one, they tell ■ 
me, who is incapable of betraying a trust. Is il not so ? ' 

It is needless to say thitt Esca was already somewhat be- 
wildered with the events of the evening, and in a mood not to be 
surprised at anything. Nevertlieleas, he could only bow his 
head in acknowledgment of this tiibute to his honesty, and 
murmur a few indistinct syllables of assent. She seemed to giun 
confidence now the ice was broken, and went on more fluently. 

'I have a secret to confide — a secret that none but yourself' 
must know. Honour, reputation, the iiime of a noble family, 
depend on its never being divulged. And yet I am going to 
impart this secret to pou. Am I not raah, foolish, and impulaive, 
tlius t« place myself in the power of one whom I know ao little 7 
What must you think of me 1 What do you think of me ? ' 

The latter question, propounded with a deepening colour and 
a glance that conveyed volumes, was somewliat difficult to answer 
He might have said, ' Think of you? Why, that you are the 
most alluring merraaiden who ever tempted a mariner to ship- 
wreck on the rocks I ' But what he did say was this ; 

' I have never feiired man, nor deceived woman yet. I am not 
going to begin now.' 

She was a little disappointed at the coldne-ss of his answer ; yet 
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'her critical eye ooulil not but approve UiG proud altitude he 
Sneuiued, the stem look that cauo over hia face, while tiu Hpokv. 

She edged a little nearer him and went on in a Boftened lone. 

'A woman is always Boniewhat lo&cly and helpless, wliatcver 
may be her Blation, and oh I how liable wc aro to be deceived, 
and how we weep and wring our hands in vain when it is so 1 
But I knew you from the first. I can read cliaractera at a glance. 
Do you remember when I culled you to my litter in the alreet 
while you were walking with Hirpinns, the gladiator?' 

Again that warm crimRon In the check — again that speaking 
flash &om those dangerous eyes. Esca's head was beginning to 
turn, and hia heart to bent with a strange Rcnsation of excitement 
and eiuprise. 

' I am not Ukely to forget it,' aaid he, with a sort of proud 
humility. ' It wus eucli an honoiu: as is seldom paid to one iu 

She smiled ou him more kindly than ever. ' I looked for you 
again,' she murmured, ' and saw you not. I wanted one in whom 
I could confi.de. I have no counsellor, no champiou, no friend. 
I eaid what has become of Lim ? who else will do my bidding, 
and keep my secret ? Then Myrrhina told me that you would 
be here to-night.' 

She seemed to have something more to Bay that would not out 
She looked at the Biiton with expectant, almost imploring eyes; 
but Esca was yoimg and fi'ank and simple, so he wailed for hei 
to go on, and Valeria, discouraged and intimidated for the filut 
Ijme, proceeded in a colder and more becoming tone. 

' The packet with which I intrust yon must be delivered by 
jrooraeir into the hands of Licinitis. Not another creature must 
t eyes on it. No one must kuow that you have received it 
I me, nor, indeed, that you have been here to-night. If 
iBBary you mustt guard it with your life 1 Can I depend 

7 He was beginning to feel tiiat he could not depend upon him- 
lelf much longer. The Ughta, the perfumes, the locabty, the 
seductive beauty near him, bo lovely and so kind, were making 
wild work with his senses and hia reason. Nevertheless, the 
whole pomCion seemed so strange, so impossible, that he could 
hardly believe he was awake. There was plenty of pride in his 
cliaracter, but no leavening of vanity ; and, like many another 
gentle and inexperienced nature, he ishrank from offending a 
woman's delicacy, with a repugnance that in some cases ia ex- 
dingly puzsling and provoking to the woman herself. So he 
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put t> itrong conBtralnt upon liis foelinga, and undertook thfl 
(telivery of Sie missive with incredible aimplicilj and compOBiu-a. 
The Btatu€ of Hermes &t the door could not have looked colder 
and more Impenetrable. She was a little at a loss. She must 
detain him at all hazardB, for she felt that when once gone he 
would be gone for ever. She determined to lead him intc 
i-ersation ; and ahe chose the topic which, originating, perhaps^ 
in the instinctive jealou^ of a. woman, was of nil others the most 
Bubversive of her plans, 

' I Baw you once again,' she said, ' but it was in the hm-ry and 
coniunon of that sudden broil. It was no fault of mine that the 
priests committed so gross an oiitrage on the poor thing yott 
rescued. I would have helped you myself had you required' 
nuiiitance, but you caiTied her olF as an eagle takes a kid. What 
became of the girl ? ' 

The question was accompanied by a sharp inquisitive glance, 
and a forced smUe of very perceptible annoyance wreathed her 
lip when she perceived Eiica's embarrassed manner and reddening 
brow ; but she had unwittingly called up the Briton's good 
geniiu, and for all women on earth, *ave one, he waa a man ot 
marble once more, 

' I placed her in safety with her father,' he replied ; adding, 
with an assumption of deep humility, ' Will you please to give 
me your commands and let ma depart?' 

Valeria was to totally tmueed to opposition in any of hep 
whims or caprices that she could scaroely beUeve this obvious 
indifference was real. She persuaded herself that the Briton was 
so overpowered by her condescension, as to be only afraid of 
trespassing too far on such tmexpected kindness, and she resolved', 
that it should be no fault of hers if he were not quickly unde* 
ceived. She sank upon the couch in her most bewitcliing atti- 
tude, and, looking fondly up in his face, bade him fetch her tablets 
fi'om the writing-stand. 'For,' said she, 'I have not yet even 
prepared my commmiicntion to Licinius. Shall you be very 
weary of me, if I keep you my prisoner so long 7' 

Was it accident or Jeaign that entangled those rosy fingers with 
Escft's, as she took the tablets fi-om hia hand ? Was it accident 
or design that shook the hair off her face, and loosed the I'ioh' 
brown clusters to fall across her glowing neck and bosom ? It 
was Biu-ely strange that when she bent over the tablets her ehoek 
turned pale, nnd her baud ahoolc so that slie could not fonn tt 
letter on the yielding wax, She beckoned him nearfcr and bent 
her head towards him tall the droopingourls trailed across his 
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cannot wiitc,' nid Ae, in trembling accents. ' SumetLing 
I to opprem me — I am fnint — 1 ciid iicarc«ly briutho — 
'hinft shnil give you the miMivti to-morrow. In clie mean- 
, we are alone. Eaoa, you will not betroy me. I eim 
depend upon you. Yoa are my a\ave, is ii not bo 7 This diatl 
be yuur manacle I ' 

While she yet spoke, aha took the bracelet from her arm and 
tried to claxp it round his wriat ; but tlie glittering fetter vu 
too narrow for tlte large-boned Briton, and she coiild not loakeii 
meet. Presung it hard with both handx, nbe looked up in hU 
&oe and laughed. 

One reaponsive glance, the fainteat shadow of yielding on 
dioae impHMibie features, and aha would have told liim all. But 
it came not. He shook the bracelet from his arm ; and while lie 
did 80, riie recovered herBeif, witli tbe iuatantnncoUB eelf-ccmimand 
women seem to gather from an emergency. 

' It was bat to Uy your honesty 1 ' slie aaiU, very liaughtily, 
nud liaing to her feet. ' A man who is not to be tempted, even 
by gold, cM» bo safely trusted in such an affair (is mine, You 
-nay go now,' elie added, with the elightest bend of her head. 
' To-morrow, if I require you, I bIibII take oaru that you hear 
Ixom me tlirough Hyrrliina.' 

She looked after him ns lio diaappearcd under tlie sUkcn 
hangings of the i>oi'taI, her fact; quivered, Iter bosoiti heiived, and 
she clenched both hands till the round white arms grew hard as 
marble. Tlien she bit her lip once, aBvagely, and no ec-emed to 
regain her accustomed composure, and the usual dignity of her 
bearing. 

Nevertheless, when the despised bracelet caught licr eye, lying 

("■"'"cted on the couch, she doahed it fiercely down, and stamped 
it, and crushed and ground the jewt^l bcnentli her heel 
St the floor. 
t a woman feels herself scorned, her firftt impulse seems to 
be revenge at any price. Some morbid sentiment, which the 
other eex eJin hardly fathom, usually prompts her in such cases to 
i' i elect for her instrument the man whom in her heart she loathes 
HKnd despises, whose society is an ineiilt, and whose attentions are 
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a iliBgroce. Thus ioweritig herself lu iier otvii eateem, she 
that ehe inflicts a poiEoned wound on the oSender. 

With a!l Valeria'a self-command, her feelings bad nearly gu( 
tJie better of her before Esca leil the house, liad it been bo, ^« 
would never have forgiven herself. Bat she managed to reBtrain, 
ihem, and preserved an outward composure even while Myrrhina 
prepared her for repoae. That damsel was much puzzled bj the 
uprfiot of her manauvrea. From a method of her own, which 
long practice rendered £imi!iar, she had made herself acquainted 
with all that occurred between her mistresa and the handsome 
alave. Why their interview should have had no more definite 
result, she was at a loss to coaoeive. Altogether, Myrrhina 
inchned to think that E^ca had been so captivated by her 
charms, as to be inaensible to those of Valeria. This flattering 
supposition opened up a perspective of hazard, intrigue, ana 
croBa-purposeH, that it waa delicious to contemplate. The i 
retired to her couch exulting. The mistress tvrilbed in on agony 
of wounded pride and ahame. 

Morning, however, brought itti unfailing accesaion of clear- ; 
eight^dneaa and practical resolve. There are boura of the nighi 
in which we can abandon ourselvee to love, hatred, despair, ot 
Borrow with a lielpleaanoas that poaaosaes in it some of the ele- 
ments of repose ; but with dawn reality reaumea her aivay, and 
the BUfferer is indeed to be pitied, who can turn away from day- 
light witliout an impulse to bo up and doing, who widies only, in 
the letliargy of utter desolation, tliat it was evening once more. 

Valeria was not a womoa to pass over tlie ehght ahe had 
sustained. Few of them but will forgive an injury more readily 
than an insult. 

Long before she rose she had made up her mind ivhei 
when, and how to strite ; nothing remained but to select the 
weapon, and put a keener edge upon the ateeL 

Now Valeria had long been aivnre, that, as far as 
patible with his dispoaition, Julius Plaeidua waa devoted to her 
service. Indeed, he had told her so many a time, with i 
aasumjition of oiF-hand gallantry which, perhaps, she estimated 
leas than its proper value. Nevcrtheleaa, the compliments a 
received from the Tribune were scarcely so well turned as might 
be expected firam a man of his outward polish, refined nianuera, 
and general bad character. The woman's ear could detect the 
ling of truth, ainidsC all the jingle that accompanied it; and 
Valeria felt that tlie Tribune loved her as much as it was possililc 
for h''" to love anything but himself 




l>'7o 3o her justice, nhc liked lijiu none the better on tliut 
B a man whom she must have hatcJ under anj 
rcumatances, but perhaps ahe d'-spiscH liim a little le.is for lljin 
e redeeming quality of good taaW. Here was a wciipon, bow- 
er, keen, and strong, tmJ pliant, placed moreover, bo to speak, 
pithin reach of her hand. She rose and dressed, languid, 
Iwugbty, and composed as iisual ; but Myrrhina, who know her, 
■teinarked a red spot burning on either cheek, and once a shudder, 
as of intense cold, passed over hor, though it was a simny morn- 
ing in Rome. 

Julius Placidus received a letter ere noon that aeemcd 
to afford him infinite satiafaction. The gilded chariot, flashed 
brighter than ever in the sun, the white horses whirled it tike 
lightning tlirough the atreeta. Automedon'a curls floated on 
the breeze, and the boy was even more insolent than usual with- 
out rebuke. Lolling on hia velvet cushions the Tribune's smile 
seemed to have lost something of its malice; and though the 
tiger-look was on him still, it waa that of the sleek and satisfied 
tiger who has been fed. That look never left him all day, while 
he transacted business in the Forum, while he showed lua grace 
and agility at ball in tlie Fives' Court, while he reposed after hia 
ejections at the bath ; but it was more apparent still when the 
hour of supper arrived, and he took hia place in the banqucting- 
hall of Ceesar, with some of the bravest soldiers, the nobleal 
senatora, the greatest stfltcsmen, wits, gluttons, and profligates in 
the empire. 

A banquet with Vitellius was nolight and simple repast. League* 
•f sea and miles of forest liad been swept to furnish the mere 
gTouudwork of the entertainment. Hardy flshermen liod spent 
Iheir nights on the heaving wave, that the giant turbot might flap 
its snowy flakes on the Emperor's table broader than its broad 
dish of gold. Many a swelling hill, clad in the dark oak coppice, 
liad echoed to ringing shout of hunter, and deep-mouthed bay of 
hound, ere the wild boar yielded his grim life by the raonwa, and 
the dark gi'ialy carcase was drawn off to provide a standing-dish 
that waa only meant to gratify the eye. Even the peacock roasted 
in its fealLera waa too gross a dainty for epicures who studied the 
■rt of gastronomy under CKsar ; and that taste woiild have been 
conaidered rostio in the extreme, which could partake of more than 
the mere fiunes and savour of so substantial a dish, A thousand 
nightingales had been trapped and killed, indeed, for this one 
Kipper, but brains and tongues were all they contributed to thfl 
bunquel, while even tlic niu.^ of a roasted hare would have been 
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coaffldereil ikr too coarse and comuion food ft. 

e were a dozen of guesta reaching rmmd the ivory tublii^ 
dispotied that the head of each waa turned towards th« 
giver of the feast. Cwaar was, indeed, in hia gloiy. A garland 
of wliite roaee crowned hia pale and bloated face, enhancing the 
unheultluness of ita aspect. Mis features had ori^nally been well- 
formed and delicate, exprcsaiTe of wit, energy, and gi-eat vercft- 
tdlily of character. Now tlie eyes were ounken, and the VMsela 
beneath them so puffed and BwoUen as to discolour tha skin j the 
jowl, too, had become large and heavy, imparting an air of aecflual 
Btupidity to tha whole countenance, which brightened up, how- 
ever, at the appcorance of a favonrite dish, or the smack of aonn 
rich luscious wine. He was busy at preaenl with the eogev^r 
guzzling avidity of a, pig ; and he propped hia unwieldy body,! 
dad in its loose white gown, on one flabby arm, while wit^ the 
other he fed himself on aharp-biting ealads, waited herrings, 
picMed anchovies, and such stimulants as were served in the fintt> 
course of a Roman entertainment, to provoke the hunger that tho' 
restof the meal eIioilM aatisfy. Now and then his eye wandered. 
Jbr an inalant tlirough the long fining vistas of the hall,, 
amongst its marble pitlara, ite crimBon hangings, its vaaes orowaed. 
with blushing fruit and flowers, its aide-boards hlaeing with 
chalices, and flagons, and plates of burnished gold, as tiiotlgh htl. 
e:ipected and winced from a blow ; but the reetleia glance waB< 
eure to reliim to the table, and quench itself oi 
satisfaction of hia favourite employment. 

Next to the Emperor was placed Paris, the graceful panto- 
niimist, wiiose girlish iitce was already flushed iviih wine, and 
who turned hia dark laughing eyes ii'om one to anotlier of thA 
gueets with the good-humoured insolence of incipient intojrica" 
tiott. The young actor's dr&ss waa extravagant in the cstreme, 
and Le wore a collar of peark, tlic gifl of an empress, that would 
have purchased a province. He was talking volubly to a fitt, 
coarse-featured man, his neighbour, who answered him at inter- 
vals with a grunt of acqnieBcence, but in whose twinkling eye 
lurked a world of wit and sarcasm, and from whose thidn 
sensual lijia, engrossed as they were ivith the business of the 
moment, would drop ever and anon some pimgent jent, that wai 
sure to be repeated to-morrow at every eiipper-table in Rome, 
Montanua was a crafty Btatuaman and a pi-aetised diplomatist, 
whoae society waa sought for at the Court, whose opinions car- 
tied weight in tlie Senate ; hut the old voluptuary had long 
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oovered that there was no safety under the Empire for thoM 
ftrho took a. leading part in the council, but that cetCaia distinc- 

. awaited profiuiency at the banquet — so he devoted bi« 
piftd intellect to the study of gastronomy nnd tlio (abricfttion 
tfwitty sayings; nor did he ever pennit tho outward expreaaion 
J hiB coTuitenance to betray a consciousness of the good tliinga 
ut went into and came out of hia mouth. 

f Beyond I'ini again reclined Liciniua ; hii manly face and noble 
WaoiDg presenting a vivid contrast to those who larrounded him, 
md who treated him, one and all, including Cfesar himself, with 
u-ked deference and respocL The old eoldior, however, 
tared Bomcwhat weary, and out of his element, He loathed 
e long entertainments, so opposed to hia owa simple habits ; 
1 regarded the company in his secret heart with a gooa- 
noured, vet veiy decided, contempt. So he sat through the 
tioiiquet 03 he would have kept watch on an outpost. It was 
tedioua, it waa diaagreeable. There was notliing to be gained by 
it ; but it waa duty, and it must ba done. 

Far different, in the fiitnk joyous expression he knew bo well 
how to put on, was the mien of JuhuH Flacidus, as he replied 
to a brief, indistinct question IVoni the Emperor (murmiu'ed with 
hia mouth i^tll), by a sally that Bet every one near him laughing, 
and even raised a Bmile on the pnle face of Vitellius himself. It 
waa the Tribune's cue to make his society universally popular— 
to be all ihinga to all men, especially to win tho confidence of hw 
imperial host. Thai'e is an art in Mcial BucceBS, no less than in 
any other triumph of natural ability. The rein must never be 
completely loosed, the bow never stretched to its full compasi. 
Latent power ready to be called forth, is the secret of all grace ; 
and while the observed docs well, it must be apparent to the 
obaervAr that he could do better if he chnee. Also, to be really 
popular, a man, though a good deal liked, should be a little feared 
Joliua Plaoidus excdled in the ' retort courteous,' which he 
could delirer without the slightest hesitation or change of coun- 
toianoe ; and a nick-name or a Barcaani once inHicted by the 
ready-witted Tribune clung afterwards to its object like a burr. 
Then he possessed bcsidas the invaluable qiMlification of a dis- 
criminating taste in seasonings, the resolt of a healthy palate, 
refined, but not destroyed by the culture bestowed on it; and 
could drink every man of them, except Mnntaniw, under the 
table, without his stomach or his brain being aQected by Uie 

debauch. 

i Our awiuaintaiice Spado was also of the parly. Generally ■ 
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bufToon of no mean calibre, and one whoae speoial talaini _ 
Kioh coarse and practical jeatB as served to ninuHe VitelHua whefl^^ 
hia intellects had become too torpid to appreciate tlie nloo 
■lelicscieBof wit.tlieeumiofi was to-night peculiarly dull and alenl 
lie reclined, witli liia head resting on his hand, aad seemed t 
ceal aa much as he could of hia face, one side of which \vti 
swollen and discoJonred aa from a blow. Hia fat unwieldy foni 
looked more diagua ting than usual in ita sumptuous dresa, fastenei 
Hnd looped up at every fold with elsispa of emeralds and poar!a| 
and though he ate slowly and with difficulty, he seemed detcrw 
mined to lose none of the gratifications of the mcul. 

There were a few more goesta — one or tiTo senatora — who, wil 
the caution, but not tlie genius of Monlanus, were coiispicuoua & 
nolMng but their fulsome adulation of the Emperor. A tall sulleni 
looking man, comciander of the Pnetorian Guard, who neVB 
' " aside the golden breaat-plate in whioh he was encased, an 
who seemed only anxious for tlie conclusion of the entertainniont 
Three or four unknown and undistinguished persons, callei 
in Koman society by the expressive term ' Shades,' when 
Eocial position, and, indeed, whose very exiatenoe, depended o 
the patrons they followed. Amongst these were two freedmd 
ol'the Emperor, pale anxious-looking beings, with haggard ot<! 
and careworn faces. It waa their especial duty to guard agai—^ 
poison, by tasting of every dish served to their employer, 
might be supposed that, as in previous reigns, one such function 
ary would have been enough ; but the great vai'iety of dainties ii 
which the enormous appetite of Vitelliua enabled him to indulge 
rendered it impossible for any one stomach to keep pace with hia 
tlironghout the whole of a meal, and these devoted ohampioni 
took it by turns to guard their master with their lives. Eceli 
appetites and jovial looks wei'e not to be espected froi 
engaged on such a duty. 

The first course, though long protracted, came to an end 
Its greatest delicacy, consisting of dormice sprinkled with poppy- 
seed and honey, had completely disappeared. The tables wero 
cleared by a b^d of Asaatic youths, richly habited, who entered 
Wr the sounds of wild Eastern music, and bore oiF the fi-agmenti 
that remained. As they emerged at one door, a troop of hand 
some fair-haired maidens — barbarian captives — simply clad uj 
white mualin, and garlanded with Sowers, entered at another^ 
carrying the golden dishes and vessels that contained tho secoo 
coiu-ee. In the meantime, hanging curtains parted slowly fi^Ol 
before a recess in the middle of llie hall, and disclosed thcer 
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n dancmg-girls, grouped like n picture, in different atdiudfi 
iii» grace. Shaded lauipH were »> disposed aa tu llirun 
t u]K)n their limbs and faces; while soft thin rapouva 
it them, lising ttoTa brazient burning perfumed incense 
%t their feet. SimaJtaaeously ihey clashed their cymbals, and 
bounded wiidly out upon the floor. Then began a measure of 
nltcraate languor and activity, now swelling into frantic baocha- 
milian geal.urea, now sinking into tender lansitude or picturesque 
repoBc, The warm blood glowed in the dark feces of theM 
daughters of the ami, the black eyes flashed under their long eye- 
Ia£hes, and their ^Thite teeth shewed like pearls between the rich 
red lips ; while the beautifully turned limbs, and the flexible, 
unduLiting forms, wiitbed tbcmselTes into attitudes suggestive of 
impei-iouH conquest, coy reluctance, or yielding love. 

The dance was soon over; wilder and faster flitted the Rlaucing 
feet, and tossed the shapely hands, encircled with bracdcla and 
anklets of tiny silver bells. When the measure was whirling at 
its speediest, the dirce stopped sltort, and at once, ns if struck into 
atone, formed a group of rai'e fantastic beauty at the very feet of 
Ciesar's gueats ; ivho one and all broke into a murmur of unfeigned 
applause. As, toucliing their mouths and foreheads ynth their 
hands in Eastern obeieance, they retired, Plncidus filing after 
them a collar of pearls, to be picked up by her who was appai'ently 
the leader of the three. One ol' tlie Enipei'or's freedmen seemed 
about to fellow his example, for he buried hia hand in his bosom, 
hut either changed his mind or else found nothing thei'c, since he 
drew it forth again empty ; while Vitellius himself, plucking a 
bracelet Irom liis arm^ threw it ai^er the retreating dancers, 
remarking that it was intended as ' a bribe to go away, for they 
only distracted attention from matters of reaJ importance, now 
diat the second course had come in,' — to which Montanus gave 
his cordial approval, fixicg his eyes at tlieaamc time on the breast 
of a flamingo in which the ekilfiil carver had just inserted the 
point of Iits iong knife. 

It would be cndloaa to go into the details of such a banquet as 
that which was placed before the guests of CiEBnr. Wild boar, 
pasties, goats, every kind of fibell-fish, thrushes, becoaficoes, 
I'^etablea of all descriptions, aud poultry, wei'o removed to make 
way for llio phensant, the guinea-hen, the turkey, the capon, 
veoipon, ducks, woodcocks, and turtle-doves. Everything that 
could CI L'pp, or fly, or swim, and oould boast a delicate flavour 
'len cooked, was pressed into the service of the Emperor ; anil 
appetite was n]ipcaBed and could do no ninro, the strongeKt 
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condimGDta and other remedies were used to BtimuJBte 1 
hunger and oonsume a fresh supply of superfluous dainties, 
the great burineHB of the evening waa not yet half finished. Excel 
of eating was indeed the object ; but it waa to exoeaa of drinkiit 
that the gluttona of that period looked as the especial relief i 
every eutertidnment, since the Lope of each seemed to be, t* 
when thoroughly flooded, and, so to speak, washed out with wi 
he might begin eating again. The Iloman was no drunkard Uk 
tlie barbarian, for the sake of tliat wild excitement of the bra! 
which IB purchased by intoitication. No, he ate to repletioi 
he might drink with gnitification. He di-ank to excess that 1 
might eat again. 

Another train of flkves now cleared the table. These y 
Nubian eunuchs, clad in white turbans and scarlet tunics, embroii 
ered with seed pearls and gold. Tiiey brought in the dee 
choice fruits heaped upon vases of the rarest porcelain, i 
meata in baskets of silver filigree, Syrian dates borne by iiiiniat;iU 
goldtn camels of esquisito workmanaliip — iiiauBeB of flowers intJ 
centre, and perfumes burning at the corners of the t^hle. 
each couch containing its three guests stood a i^ble cup-beard 
deaf and dumb, whose only buaineas it was to fill Ibi his eepeei 
charge. Those mutes were prociui'ed at vast expense from era 
comEr of the empire ; but Csssar especially prided himself a 
their aimilarity in face and flgure. To-day he would be eerrs 
by GerBians, to-morrow byGaula, the next by Ethiopians, end I 
on ; nor, though deprived of the organs of speech and hoarinj 
were these minislera of Bacchus unobservant of what took plf ""^^ 
araongst the vofariea on whom they waited ; and it waa said til 
the mutes ia the pa3ace heard more confidences, and told mi 
secrets, tiian aU the old women in Eome put together. 

And now, taking his cue from the Emperor, each man looser 
the belt of his tunic, shifted the garland of flowers off his brow! 
disposed himself in an easier attitude on his couch, and profierei 
Ilia cup to be filled by the attendanL The great buainesB of eating 
waa for the present concluded, and deep drinking about to com-, 
mence. When marvelling, however, at tie quantity of v ' 
conaumed by the Bomans in their ent^tainments, we n 
remember that it was the pure and unadulterated juice of ti 
grape, that it waa in general finely mixed with water, and th 
they thus imbibed but a very small portion of alcohol, which is 
reality the destructive quality of all stimulants, to the welfare c 
the stomach and the brain. 



F 



RET) rAUSRMAN. 



CUAI'TEIt XV. 



C««An's eye, though dim nud Hunken, flashed up for a momeiil 
with a apark of eothuaiasm. 

' The beccaficofa,' said he, ' were a thooght over- seasoned, but 
the capou'e liver stewed in milk waa perfection. Varus, see that 
it is served again at the imperiftl table within the week.' 

Tlie fieedinan took out bis tablets and made a note of the rnyiil 
commaads with a Homewhat unfiteady hand, while ViteUiua, 
draining hia cup to the dregs, smacked liia lips, and let his great 
chin sink on his broant once more. 

The other guests conversed freely. Liclniua and ouo of the 
senators were involved in an argiunent on military matters, witli 
which the man of jieace seemed almost as conyersuiit na the man 
of war, and on which he laid down tlie law with ftr mora confi- 
dence. FlaciduB v.ia describing certain incideute of the campaign 
in Jndtca, witli an air of unnssumtng modesty and a deference to 
Uu opinions of others, which woa him no little fiivour from those 
who sat near and listened, tlirowing in, every now and then, a 
chance expression or trilling anecdote, derogatory, by iniphcalion, 
to Vegpa^an's military skill, and eulogistic of VitelJius; for this 
reason doubly sweet in the enrsof him at whose board the Tribune 
sat Montanufl, whose cup waa filled and emptied with Btartling 
rapidity, looked about him for a subject on which to vent some of 
the sarcasm with which he woa charged, and found it in the woe- 
bE^ne appearance of Spado, who, despite the influence of food 
and wine, seemed unusually depressed and ill at ease. The 
eanueh on ordinary oceaaions was a prince of boon cninpanions, 
skilled in all the niceties of gnatronomy, versed in the laws of 
drinking, overflowing with mirth and jollity, an adroit flatterer 
where flattery waa acceptable, and a joyona buffoon who could 
give and take with equal readiness and good-humour, when 
bant«r waa the order of the day. Now, leas tliiiaty than uaiial, 
the feast seemed to hare no enlivening effect on hia disposition. 
He was silent, preoooupied, and, to all appearance, intent only on 
conoealiog his bruised cheek li'om the obserration of those about 
He had never been struck in auger, never even stood iace 
4 with a man before, and it had cowed him. The soft self- 
snt voluptuary could neither forgot nor overcome his feel- 
f combined wratli, dismay, and shame. Mottaniis turned 
mptied a brimming gnblet to his health. 
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' You ari! clieerless to-nigli', man I ' quotli the wnator; 
drink not, neither do you speak. What, has the red Falerniai 
lost its flavour ? or has some Canidia bewitched you with her erf 
eye 7 You used to be a piince of boon compaaionii, Spadoj 
thirsty as a camel in Lhe Libyan desert, insatiate as the sand oi 
which he Iravels, and now your eye is dull, your face dejectcci 
and ycur cup stands untaated, unnoticed, though bubbling to th 
brim. By tie spear of Bacchus, 'tia not the fault of the liquor I' 
and Montanua emptied his own goblet with tlie al 
thoroughly appreciated the Tiatage he extolled. ^^ 

Vitelliua looked up far an instant, roused by the congeniaj 
theme. 

' There is nothing tlie matter witJi the wine,' eaid Cceaar. 
round.' The imperial hint was not to be disregarded, and Spadd 
with a. forced emile, put his goblet to bis lips and drained it b 
tlie last drop. In doing so the discoloration of his face was yei 
apparent ; and the guests, who had now arrived at that stage 
conviviality where candour takes the place of poKteneaa, pn 
ceeded to make their remarks without reserve. 

' You liavo painted too tliick,' said one of the frecdmen, alludii^ 
to an effemuiacy of tlie times which the male sex were i 
ashamed to practise. 

' You have taken off the paste and the skin with it,' continua 
the otliei-, whose own mi^treaa was in the daily habit of spreadinf 
a kind of poultice over her whole countenance, and wiio n ' 
therefore be a good judge of the process and its results. 

' You have been in the wars I ' sneered one guest, ' Oi 
amphitheatre ! ' echoed anotlier, ' 'Tis a love-token from Chloe I 
laughed a third. ' Or a remembrance from Lydia 1 ' added I 
fourth. 'Nay,' interposed Montanua, 'our fiiend is too esperiencet 
a campaigner to come off second-best with a foe of that doHcriptioa 
There must have been a warm encounter to leave such traces ai 
those. She must have been a veiy Amazon, Spado, tlial could 
maul thee thus.' 

The eunuch looked from one to another of his tormentor? 
with ratlier an evil smile. He well knew, however, that at 
appearance of annoyance ivould add tenfold to the ridicule whii 
he must make up his mind to undcj;go, and that Hic best way foi 
« man to tui'n a jest, even when to his own disadvantage, ii 
to join in it himself; bo he glanced at the Emperor, took I 
long draught of red Ealerniau, and assumed a face of quaint ai 
good-humoured self-comniiseration. 

' Talk not to me of Amazons,' said he, whereat there was 
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Tell me not of Cliloes, uiil Lydjn^ u&d Lalages, 
What'a a Helen cf Troy compared 'to-a lliiak of thi« 
Falemian 7 Why good wine gets better ilie loriger you keep 
vliile woman loses her flavour year by year, 'f uith, if you 
only wait tiU she is old enough, she becomea very aonjf vinegar 
indeed. Even in the first lluah of her beauty, I dolibf whether 
any of yon in yonr hearts think slie is worth Ilia trouble of 
catching. Still, you know, a man ILkea to look nt a proify liice. 
Mine had not ollierwise been bo diafigTired now. I Iflid na ad- 
venture on that Bcore but two nighta ago. Would Ca!sitr''!ifce to 

CsEsar gave a nod and a grunt that eignified aoquiescencQ. 7I^ui 
encouraged, Spado went on : 

' It was the feast of Isis. I was coming from the worship- "of 
the goddess, and the celebration of those sacred rites, which reny ' 
not be disclosed to the vulgar ond the profane — raystenoutoo holy 
to be mentioned, save to pure and virgin ears.' Here the countrf- 
nance of Montanus aamimed an expression that made even CicBar 
unile, and caused the rest to laugh outright. ' The proccBBJon 
1 returning filled with inspiration from the goddesa. The 
lytee leaping and dancing in the van, the priesti marching 
jeaticaUy under lier symbols, and some of the noblest nmtrona 
lin Kome bringing \ip the rear. The noblest and the fitireat,' 
repeated Spado, glancing round him complacently. ' 1 name no 
names ; but you aU know that onra is not a vulgar worship, nor 
an illiberal creed.' Here Flacldus stirred somewhat uneasily on 
his couch, and buried his face in his cup. 

' The Boman people have ever paid the highest honours to our 
Egyptian goddess,' proceeded tlie eunuch ; ' we lack the support 
of the plebeian no more than the worship of the patrician. Thus 
wo flouriah and di'ain draughts of plenty from the silver udders of 
our sacred cow. Well, they made way for us in the streets, both 
men and women — all but one slender girl dressed in black, who, 
coming quickly round a comer, found herself in the midst of us, an^ 
seemed too frightened to move. In another minute she would 
have been trampled to death by the crowd, when I seized hold ol 
her in order to draw her into a place of safety while they 

' Or to eeo what sort of a face she hid under her black hood? ' 
interrupted Montanus. 

' Not so,' replied the narrator, ihough obviouaty gratified by 
the impeachment. ' Such follies I leave to senators, and slates- 
ildiers. My object was simply to aflbrd her my pro- 
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tect.ioQ. I had^lter liRve plucked a nettle with my naked ii 
The girl scrraifiert and atniggled aa if slie had never looked 
man'B face lJel(»e.' 

' She WBi^lghtened at your beard,' said one of the freedinen,, 
looking aE'^iido'a amooth fnt face. The latter winced, but 
affected iipl'.to hear. ' Coax a frightened woman,' BMd he, ' and 
frighten an' angry one. I flatter mjaelf I know how to deal with' 
ihem aif._ The girl would have been qxuet enough had 1 been.. 
let alone,' when juat as she began to look kindly in my &06, up, 
come^^ enonnoufi barbarian, a hideoun giantwitli waving yellow 
baij'j'dfld tries to iinatch the maiden by mnin foi-ce from my grasp. 
I iKu'a atrongnian,asyDumity perhaps have obeerred, my friend)),, 
and a fierce one when my blood ia up. I showed fight. I struok, 
hi^ to the eardi. He rose again with redoubled Airy, and taking! 
.^eat a disadvantaga while I waa protecting tie girl, inHioted 
\ this injury on my face. I was stimned for an inatant, and he 
fteized that opportunity to malce hia escape. Well for him that' 
he did so. Let him keep out of tlie way if he be wiae. Should 
he cross my path again, he had better bo in Euohenor's handi' 
than mine; I will show him no metcy;' and Spado quaffed' 
otF hiB wine and squared hie fat shoulders witli tlie 
gladiator, 

' And what became of the gir! ? ' asked Paris, who had hitherto 
liatcned to tiie recital with utter indifference. 

' She was carried ofT by the barbarian,' rephed Spado. ' PoOT' 
thing I I believe sorely against her will. Nevertheless, she wai' 
borne off by the Briton.' 

' A Briton I ' exclaimed Lioinius, whoBe inteo.fe contempt for 
Spado had hitherto kept him silent, and who had already heard 
the truth of the story from hia slave. 

'A Briton,' repeated the eunuch. ' It was impossible he could 
be otherwise from his size and ferocity. Tlie Gaul^ou see, ia 
bi^er than die Roman. The German than the GauL Tha 
Briton, by the same argument, must be bigger than the German ; 
and this hideous giant must consequently have been one of tboM 
aavage islanders. I take iny logic from the Greeks,' 

' But not your boxing, it seems,' observed Monlanus. ' We 
must have Euchenor to give you some leesons, if you run your 
head into these street brawls whenever y 

' Nay,' answered the eunuch, ' be took me at a disadvantage , 
neverlhelesa ho waa a large and powerful ntldete — there is aa 
denying it.' 
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' They are the finest men we have in the empire,' aaid Licinitm, 
thutking in his lieatt lh.it the women were the Jairest too. 

' 'rb^r oysters aiti better than oiu'a,' obeervfi] CaiHtir, with un 
air of profound and impartial jutigment. 

' I granl the oyutcra, bat I deny the men,' said Placldut, 
reSecting that hia ^latiioliaiu would be acceptable lo his andience. 
' The Iloinan ia the nstiirsJ oonq'ieror of the world. They am- 
not Etand ng^at our countrymea in the arena.' The gne^tti all 
joined in a cordial oaseot. Had it not been ao, perhapa Liciniua 
would have Bcarcc thought It ^vorth ^vldle to continue tlie argu- 
ment. NdW, though hnlf Bshamed of hia wnmith, he took up the 
matter with energy. 

' There is a Briton in my house at this moment,' stud he, 
' who is a stronger and finer man than you will produce in 

' You mean that long-legged lad with the mop of light hair 7 ' 
Koid Flacidufl, contemptuously. ' I have seen him. I cull him a 
\foy, not a man.' 

Liciniufl felt somewhat irritated. He did not particularly like 
hiB company ; and between two such opposite natures an his own 
and (he Tribune's there existed a cei-tuin hidden repugnance, 
wliich was sura sooner or later to break forth. He answered 
angi'ily : 

' I will match him against any one you can produce to ran, 
leap, wrestle, throw the quoit, and swim.' 

' Those are a boy's accompli shments,' retorted the other, coolly. 
' What I maintain is this, that, whether Irom want of courage or 
skiU or both, these islanders ai'e of no use with the eieel. I 
would wish no better sport than to flght him myself in the arena, 
with the permission of CteHar,' — and the Tribune bowed graoe- 
fiilly to his imperial host, who looked from one to the other n! 
the disputants, without tlie slightest apiMuent interest in (heir 
discusEuon. 

At this period of the empire, when, olthotigh manners had 
become utterly dissolute, something was still loft of the old 
audacity that had made the Roman a conqueror wherever he 
planted his foot, it was by no means unusual for men of patrician 
rank to appear in their own proper persons, a spectacle for the 
vulgar, in the amphitheati'e. It was, perhaps, not unnatural that 
a desiru for imitation sliould at last ho aroustid by the exces-^ve 
fondness for thitse games of bloodshed, which pervaded all classes 
oftheeommimity. We have nothing in modem times Hint cii ' " 
Son'vey to us the [lasaion of the Roman citizen for the 
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nf hia circus. They were as necessary to iis eidstenoe as daily 
bread. Panem et Oircenses had psraod into a (hniiliar proverbi 
He would leave hia home, neglect liia biiainesa, forfeit lua bath, 
to sit for hoiira on the benches of the amphitheatre, exposed tq 
heat and crowding, and every sort of inconvenience, and would 
bring hia food with him rather than run the risk of losing 
pla>;e. And all this to aea (a'ained gladiatora shedding each 
other's blood, wild beaata tearing foreign captivea limb from 
limb, and imitation battles whioli differed in no respect from- 
real, save that the wounded were not apared, and (he slaugLtei 
maeqnently £ir greater in proportion to the number of comba- 
tants engaged. JS a statesman wished to court popularity, if a 
Emperor desired to blot out a whole page of enormities and 
crimes, he had but to give the people one of these free enter- 
tainments of blood — the more victims the better — and they wt 
ready to approve of any measure, and to pai-don any atrocity, 

Ele long some fierce spirits panted to fake part in the apo' 
they ao loved to contemplate ; and the disgraceful exhibttioi] 
ceased to be confined to hireling gladiators or condemned slaves. 
Knights and patricians entered the arena, to contend for the. 
praises of the vulgar ; and the noblest blood in Rome was shed 
for the gratification of plebeian spectators, who, sitting at e 

niching ciikea and FauaagRa, coidd contemplate with phicid' 
interest the death-agoniea of the Cornelii or the Gracclii. 

JidiuaPlaoidus, like many other fashioaabJe youths of the period,.-; 
prided himself on his Bkili in the deadly exercises of tlie Circus, 
lie had appeared before the lioman public at different timea, armed 
with all the various weapons of the gladiator; but the exercise in 
which he considered himself moat perfect was that of the trident 
and the net. The contest between tlie retiariut and the seevior ' 

a always a favourite spectacle with tlie public. The Ibrmer 

Tied tin ample casting-net upon hia shoulders, a thrce-prong<id' 
spear in his hand ; beyond this he was totaJly unai'med either for 
attack or defence. The latter with a sliort sword, vizored helmet, 
end oblong sliield, would at first sight appear to have fought at 
great advantage over hia opponent. Nevertheless the arts of the 
retiarivs in entangling his adversary had arrived at such porfcc 
tion that he wan constantly the conqueror. Once down, and 
involved in tlio iatal moshoa, there was no escape ibr the Hivorda- 
man ; and from some whimsical reason llie populace seldotu 
granted hini quarter when vanquislied. Gi'ent activity and speed 
of foot were the principal qualities required by the reliariue ''-' 
if he failed in hi-" cast hi^ was oompoUud to fly from hia advai 
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J his net for a Ire-ih attempt, aud if ovcrUkuQ hu 
A eealed. 

9 posBessed extraordinary personal activity. Ilia eye 
Eot, and his throw generally deadly. It may be, too, 
a Homctiiing plepsing to the natural cruelty of hJH 
diaposition in the contemplation of an antagonist writliing and 
helpieai! on the sand. It was his delight to figure in the ari'iia 
with the deadly net laid in careftil festoon:! upon hia shoulder, 
and the long barbed trident quivering in his gi'asp. LiciniuB fell 
into the snare, if snare it was, readily enough. 

' I would wagei' a province on Esca,' aaid he, ' against any one 

If a trained gladiator ; and I think he could hold his own with 
■ beat of them, atler a month's practice.' 
['Then you accept my challenge?' exclaimed Placidus, with a 
Hied carelessness of manner tl^t dissembled an eagerness lie 
ud scarcely control. 
iLet ua hear the terms over a freah ilaak of Falcrnian,' observed 
^Emperor, glad of such a stimuliint with hia wine. 
*! aak for no weapons hut the trident and tlie net,' Bald 
aciduB, looking fixedly at Licinins. ' Esca, if you no call Uiui, 
may be armed aa usual with aword and helmet.' 

'And shield,' interrupted the other; too old a soldier, even in 
the excitement of tiie moment, to throw a chance away. 

Placidua affected to demur. ' Well,' said he, ' after a few mo- 
meats' hesitation, ' 'tia but a young sword^mian, and a barbarian ; 
I give you the shield in.' 

A vision crossed the brain of Liciniu.s, that alroacly made liini 
repent of hia rashness. He saw the fine form writhing in those 
pitiless meshes, like a beaat taken in the toils. He saw the franl; 
blue eyes, looking upward, brave and kindly even in their despair. 
He saw the unsparing arm raised to atrike, and the bright curling; 
locka dabbled all in blood. But Uien he remembered the Briton's 
extraordinaiy strength and activity, his natural courage and war- 
like education — he was irritated, loo, by the insolent malice that 
gleamed in tlie Tribune's eyea; and he persuaded hirasi4f that 
nothing but renown and triumph could accrue to his favourite 
from Buch a contest. 

' Be it so,' said he ; ' retiafitis and secutor. You will have no 
child's play, I can tell you ; and now for the terras of the wager. 
I stake no man's life against a morsel of tinsel or a few polislicd 
pebbles, I wam you at once.' 

He glanced while he spoke, somewhat contemptuously, OTer the 
" "'jJ ornaments that decorated the Tribune's dress. 
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Tbe latter laughed goDd-humouTedly. ' A dozen oluvea would. 

Kcarcc fetch the value of my sleovo'claapa. At Icoet, a dozen oi 
these idanders, whom you may capture by soorea every time a 
l^on moveH its camp. Liateo, I will wager two of my white 
horses against your picture of Daphne, or the bust of Eupliroaynfl 
that stands in your bath-room. Nay, I will give you mora ad- 
vimlBge Btill. I will stake the whole team, and the chariot inM 
the bargnin, against the British sLive himself 1' 

Again hud the other been watching him narrowly; he muafci 
have perceived a strange HUppressed eagerness on the Tribaos'i' 
(aoe, but he was preoccupied and annoyed ; he 
to retract, and a murmur from the listening guests denoted thai 
opinion of the generosity displayed in this last proposal. WhSB 
a man has placed himsi^ in a false position, hia edbrts at extri-- 
catioii generally plunge him deeper than before. Quick aa light- 
ning, Licinius bethought him that tlie present bargain niigh( 
probably save Esoa'a life, in the uulikely event of his being' 
conquered, so he dosed with it unhesitatingly, though he regretted 
doing BO a moment afterwards. 

The roalnh was accordingly made upon the following terms t ■ 
That Ksca should enter the amphitlieatre during the approaching- 
games of Ceres, armed with aword, shield, and helmet, to oppose", 
I'laoidua, whose only weapons were to be the trident and the nefc^ 
That in the event of tlie latter being woTsted, his four whita 
horses and gilded chariot shoidd become tlie property of Liciniua; . 
but that if he obtained the victory, and the populace permitted 
him to spare the vanquished, then hia late antagonist should be* 
come his slave; and how enviable would be that position coulj 
only be known (o the Tribune himself and one other xwrson frow- 
whom he had tliat day received kinder looks and smiles than shC' 
had ever before granted to an unwelcome suitor. 

The business of drinking, which had been somewhat inter-- 
nipted by these complicated discussioaB, was now resumed witl. , 
greater energy than before ; Placidoa emptying his goblet with^ 
the triumphant air of one who Las successfully accomplished B 
difficult task ; Licinius like ii man who seeks to drown anxiet;^ 
and self-reproach in wiue. The Emperor quaffed and quaffed 
again with his habitual gi-eodineaa ; and the remainder of the- 
guests acted studiously in imitation of tlie Erapertir. 
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Bn Li<^iiu had an ordeul to go I.lirongh od the following i»j, 
which was eapecinlly painfbl to Uie kind hoart of the Uouan 
gpneraL When the temiH of the combat were explained to the 
person chiefly int«rest«d, lliat young wan-ior eagerly acctntted 
the challenge ai afibrding an opportunity for indulgenee in those 
fi'atB of nrma which early edticntion had rendered so pleonng to hia 
nmrtial disposition. He could vnnquiBli two such men jw the Tri- 
bune, he thought, at aoy exefcise oud with nny vreapona; but hi< 
t'aoe mnk when he learned the penalty of failure, and a Bhodder 
paHHod through his whole frame at the bare pOFiaibili^ of becoinin([ 
a titave to any one but hia present master. It nerved him, how- 
6Ter, all the more in hia resolution to conquer ; and whiai 
Licinius, reproaching himself bitterly the while, promised him 
hia liberty in tlie event of victory, Esca's heart beat fimt with joy 
and hope and exultation once more. 

A thousand vague possibilities danced through his brain; a 

lliouMUid wild and viaionaiy schemes, of which Mariamne formed 

t!ie centre Hgiu-e. Life that had seemed eo dull but one short 

week ago, now ahone again in the rosy light with which youth— 

and youth alone — can tinge the long perapective of the future. 

Alas for Licinius I he mnrkcd tlie glowing cheek and the kindhng 

ej6 with a sensation of despondency weighing at his heart. 

^^jerertheless the lot ivascast, Uie offer wqh accepted. It was too 

^^■M for looking back. Nothing remained but to strain every 

^^ftreto win. 

^Hhd all bodily contests, in all mental iaboura, in everything 
^^nich human natiu'e attempts, syatematic and continuona training 
18 the essential element of sucoeas. The palm, aa Horace says, 
can only fiouriah whore the duet is plentiful ; and he who would 
attain a triumph either aa an athlete or a Rcholar, must cultivate 
his natural abilities with the utmost attention, and the moat 
rigid Bell'deiiiiil, ere he enters for the prize. It is curioug, too, 
how the mind, like the body, acquires vigour aiid elasticity by 
graduated exertion. The t^ that was an impossibility yester- 
day, is but a penance lo-day, and will become a pleasure to- 
morrow. Let ui follow Esca into the training -school, where his 
DiuRcles are to be toughened, and his skill perfected forthe deadly 
exercises of the art'nu. 
kit is a large Kiuai-e buildinfi, somethmg like a modern riding- 
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house, lighted and ventilated, at the top, and is laid dow.i 
inches deep in Bimd, on ammgemcnt which increases, indeed, ti 
lubour of all pedeatiian exertion, but renders a fall comparative! 
harmless, and accnatocia the pupil, moreover, to the yieldij 
Bui'fnce on which hereafter he will have to atruggle for hia 
Quoits, durab-bella, ponderous weighia, and tnnEMive clubs i 
scattered in the comers, or propped against the walla of thk' 
edifice, and a honzontal leaping-bar, placed at the height off 
man's breast, denotes that activity is not neglected in the acquisU' 
don of strength. Beside these insignia of peacefiJ gymnaaticap 
the cestus hangs oonRpiauoua, and racks are placed at intervnli 
supporting the deadly weapons and defensive armour with whiofc' 
the gladiator phes his formidahle trade. There are also pointleA 
spears, and blunted swords for practice, and n wooden figure 
hacked and hewed ont of all simihtude to an enemy, on which, 
the cuts and thrusts most in request have been dealt c 
over again with increasing skill and severity. 

At one end of the building paces the master to and fro ; noi^ < 
glancing with wary eye at the movementa of hia pupila ; no] 
pausing to adjust some implement of instruction ; nowenconragin 
or chiding with a gesture; and anon catching up, as though t 
sheer absence of mind, one of the idle weapons, and whirihig it 
round his head with a flourish that displays all tlie power an' 
skill of the practised professional. 

Hippias, the retired gladiator, is a man of middle age, and c 
•omewhat lofty stature, rendered more commanding by its length; 
proportions, and the pecuhar setting on of the head. Coa- 
slant exercise, pushed, indeed, to the verge of toil, and continue) 
for many years, has toughened each shapely limb into the harj 
neas and consistency of wire, and has rendered his large &an» 
lean and sinewy, like a greyhound's. All his gestui'es have tW 
graceful pliant ease which results from muscular strength, and Itw 
very walk — light, smooth, and noiseless — is like that of a panther 
traversing the llcor of its cage. His swarthy complexion han 
been deeply tanned by exposure to heat and toil, but tlie bloo( 
coursea healthfully beneath, and imparts a wai-m mellow tint ft 
the akin. The fleshless face, in spite of a worn eager look, i 
daah of grey in the hair and beard, is not without a wild detia 
beauty of its own ; and though its expression b somewhat di» 
solute and recklfsa, there is a bold keen flash in the eye 
the man is obviously enterprising, courageous, and steel ti 
backbone. 

The Roman kdiea, with that depravity of taste whjth marks « 
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general deleriomtioD of manners and morality, delighted at Uub 
period tu choose their IsTomites from the ranks of the amphi- 
theatre. Thisre was a rage for wartik>j exerciBca, Amazonian 
dresatis, imitatiuns of tlie deadly Bports, pkycd out with coiiHtder- 
»ble skill and ferocity, nay, for tlie very persons of the gladiators 
themBelvea. It was no wonder then, iJiat tlie handsome foncing- 
noister, with his reputation for strengtli and courage, should have 
been a marked man with tlie proud capricious matrons of the 
imperial city. The favour of each, too, was doubtless his bent 
recommendation to the good graces of the rest ; and Hippias might 
have sunned himself in the smiles of the noblest ladies in Rome. 
He made but little account, howeyer, of his good fortune. 
The peachea fallen on the groimd are doubtless tlie ripest, yet 
they never seem bo tempting aa those which sun themselves 
against the wall, a haad's-breadth above our reach. Nor can a 
man pay implicit obedience to more than one dominion (at a 
time) ; and unless the yoke be uefy heavy, it is scarce wortli 
while to carry it at all. Hippiaswas neither dazaled nor flattered 
by the bright eyea that loolced so kindly into Ids war-worn face. 
He loved a fladt of wine nearly as wull aa a woman's beauty — 
two feet of pliant steel and a leathern buckler far better than 
either; nevertheless, amongst all the dainty dames of hia ac- 
quaintance, he was least disposed to undervalue Valeria's notice, 
die more so, that slie rarely condescended to bestow it on him ; 
uid he took more pains with her fencing lessons, than tho»i (>f 
any other female pupil, and stayed longer in her house than in 
that of any lady ia Rome. He approved of her strength, her 
resolution, her quickness, above aU her cold manner and her 
pride, beadea admiring her personal charms exceedingly, in hia 
own practical way. There ia a gleam of interest, ahnost of 
tenderness in hia eyes, as he pauses every now and tlien in hia 
walk, and reads a line or two from a scroll he cai-ries in hii 
hand, which Myi'rhina bi-onght him not an hour ago. 

The scroll ia from Valeria. She has heai'd of Esca's peril — 
nay, she has herself brought it on his head ; and who knows the 
price it cost her haughty ivilful lieart? Yet in nl! her bitter 
anger, vexation, shame, she cannot bear to think of the noble 
Briton down on the sand, writhing and helpless at tiie mercy of 
hia enemy. It is the weapon now she hates, and not the victim. 
It would give her intense pleasure, she feels, to see Placidus 
humbled, defeated, slain. Buch ia the sense of justice in a 
woman's breast ; such are the advantages gained by submiedon 
l-Utt any sacrifice to do her bidding. We need not pity the 
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Ti'ibune, however, in his dealings with either wx ; he is weQ 
■ble to take care of himaelt; 

Valeria acoordingly eat her down and wrole a few frieudly liae^ j 
to the feocing-maater, who had always stood high in her fevour^^ 
And whose frank bold oature ehe felt iilie ooiiM trust. Woraanlikf 
she thgught it nccesNuy to fabricate an excuse for her in' ''^* 
in the Briton, by affirming that she had staked hearily c 
succeaa in the comuig oonteat. She adjured Hippias to 
no paina in counsel or iuBtruction, and bade him come to see he^ 
widiout delay, and repoi't the progress of his pupil. He raised 
his eyes from the Bcmll, and watched the said pupil liolding his ; 
own gallantly at sword and buckler with LutoriyB. 

' One, two — Disengage the bJadc I A feint at the head, a out 
at the legs, and come in over the shield with a hinge 1 Good J,, 
but scarce quick enough. Try that again — the eihow turned oat 
warda, the wrist a little higher. 80— once more. Now, look | 
me. Thus.' The combatants paused for breath, Hippias eeisQ 
a wooden foil, and, bcokoning to Hirpinus, engaged him in tti 
required poation, for Esoa's especial benefit. IVuined and warj 
the old gladiator knew every feint and parry in the game. T^ 
bad IJiose blades been Rteel, Hirpinus would have been gaapio 

his life out, at the master's feet, ere the close of their f ^^^ 

encounter. Hippias never shifted hia grotmd, never 
exert himself much, yet the quickest eye in Itome was puzzled t 
follow diB movements of his point, the readiest hand lo intrf 
cept it where it fell. Agnin he pitted Escji and Lutorina in 1^ 
mimic strife, and stood with ■well -pleased countenance to watd 
the result 

The Briton had, indeed, lust no tinie in beginniug a course t 
iDBtruction which he hoped was to insui'e him victorv and ll 
reward — his much- desired freedom. 

That morning Hirpinus had brought him to the school ; an 
the veteran gladiator watched, with an interest that waa almoi 
touching, the preparations which were to fit bis young fiiend fo 
a career that at best must end ere long in a violent deatb 
Hippias was deUghled with the stature and strength of his ne*i 
pupil. He had matched him at once with Lutorius, a wiry Gni^ 
who waH Buppo.ied to be the most eeientific swordsman of ' Th 
Family' and smiled to observe how completely, with an ocea-- 
rional hint from himself, the Briton was a match for his nntagonirt, 
who had expected an easy victory, and was even more difguatfli 
than surprised. As tlie encounter was prolonged, and the com- 
batants, wanning to tliu'ir work, advancpil, retreated, struck, 
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hmged aad parried ; now traverBing warily at fiiil distance — now 
dashing boldly in to close, the other gladintore gathered ronnd, 
excited to nnnsiinl interest by the excellence of the pltiy, and th* 
dexterity of the barbarian. 

' He ia the best we've seen here fof a luatre at least,' ex- 
claimed Kufiis, a gigantic champion from Northern Italy, proTid 
of his Btatui-c, proud of liis 8Woi'd«manehip, hut above all, proud 
that he was a Rontiin citizen, thoogh a gladiator ; ' thoxe thrusta 
come home like lightning, and when he miaseB hia pony, see, lie 
jnmpa away lite a wild cat. Faith, Manliua, it' they match him 
against thee at the games, tliou wilt have a handful. 1 would 
stake my rights aa a Roman citiEen on him, toga and aO, bar- 
barian tliough he be. What, man I he would have thee down 
and disarmed in a couple of passea ! ' 

Manliua seemed to think bo too, though he was loth to confuaa 
it. He turned the subject by vowing that Lutorius must be 
masking his play, and not flghtJng his best, or he never could be 
thua worsted by a novice. 

'Masking his play 1' exclaimed Hirpinus, indignantly, 'let him 
unmask, thon, aa soon as he will ! I tell thee this lad of mine 
bnth not hia mateh in the euipire. I shall see him cliampion of 
the amphitheatre, and first swordeman in Rome, ore they give me 
the wooden foil with the silver guard,* and lay old Hirpinua on 
ihe ehelf. I shall be aatiafied to retire tlien, for I shall leave 
some good manhood to lake my place.' 

' Well crowed ! ' replied ManUua, not quite pleased at tlie value 
placed on his own prowess in comparison. ' To hear ibee, a man 
wotdd Bay there never was but one gladiator in Rome, and that 
lluH young mastiff must pull us all dovm by the throat, because 
he fences like thyself, wild and wide, and by maip strength,' 

' It is no Bwordamanaliip to run in like a bull and take laort: 
than you give,' observed Euchenor, listeningwith his arms folded, 
and an expression of supreme contempt on bis handsome features. 

' Neverthelesa his blows &11 thick and &st, like a hailstorm, and 
Lutorius ahifta his ground every time the young one makes the 
attack,' ai'gued honest Rtifiis, who had not a grain of either fear 
or jealousy in his disposition ; and who considered hia profession 
OS A mere trade by whii:h he could obtain a livelihood for wile 
and cliildren in the meantime, and a remote chance of indepen- 
dence with a vineyard of hia own bCTond the Apennines, slioulcJ 
he escape a violent death in the amphitheatre at List. 

* The form bj which a glailinUir, wlio hud repoaleJly cliBtiDguiahfuI hini- 
fc-wlt, TeceiT«<l hix dismJEBal and immiviiity fi'Diu tiie areaa for life. 
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' Uc thrmtfi too oflcii overliaud,' ob^ei'vcd MaiiliuB, ' aad his 
guard is alwaya opea for tlie wrist.' 

' IIu ia a Btrong fencer, but he Las no style,' added Euchenor;^ 
and Uie boxer looked around him witli the air of a maa ythi 
cloaea a controversy by aa unanswerable argument. 

Uirjiinus was boihng over vrldi iudiguation ; but his cloqaenea 
was by no :ncan3 in proportion to his corporeal gifts, and he 
could not readily find \r0rd3 to express Ilia dissent and his disdain. 
Banter, too, and a coarse, good-hiuuoured sort of wrangling, wai 
the usual form by which difference of opinion found espresaion in 
the training-school. Quarrelling, amongst men whose veiy 
trade it was to £ght to the death, seemed simply absurd ; and to 
come to blows except in public and for money, a mere chUdis!;: 
waste of time. Indeed, with all their contempt for death, and 
their exti-aoidinary courage when pitted against each other to 
amuse the populace, theso gladiators, perhaps from the Ti " 
nature of thdr profession, seem to have been tmauitcd for an^ 
sustained eft'orts of energy and eudm'ance. When banded togettof 
under the eagles, they weie often eo undisciplined in camp, aa by 
no means to be relied on before an enemy. Perhaps there waf 
something of bravado in the flourish with wiiich they entered th? 
Circus, and hailed Csesar with their greetings from ' Cliose about t^ 
die/'* Moreover, they had to fight iji a comer, and with tli( 
iuipossibUity of escape. Coiu-age is of many different ki ' 
Men are brave from various motives — from ambition, from e 
lation, from tlie habit of confronting danger; some from n 
naturally chivalrous disposition, backed by strong physical 
nerves. The last alone are to be tnisted in an emergency ■ and a 
really courageous man feces an unexpected and unaccutilomed 
peril, if not with confideiice, at least with an unllincHng determi- 
nation to do his best. 

Hirpinua turned upon Euchenor, lor whom he liad uo great 
liking at any time. 

' You talk of your science,' said he, ' and your Greek skill, 
against which even our Roman thews and sinews are of no avail* 
Oare you stand up to this barbarian with the cestua on 7 Only to 
.xchange half-a-dozen friendly buffets, you know, in sliecr sport,' 

But Euchenor excused himself witli great disdain. Like man ' 
anotbM fUcceasful ptofesaor, he cwed no inconsidemhlo shai 
of his lame to his own assumption of supei'iority, and the judg- 
ment with which, when practicable, he matclied himself ugainsS 
inferior performers. Champions who exist on their reputatioiy 
• Tlio WHii-hnoira ' Morifiiri te nalntant ! ' 
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anch u it ia, are not to i>eil! il lightly aguinst tlie first tyro tlint 
comes, who has everything to gain and notliing to lose by on 
encounter willi the celebrity; whereas the celebrity derivea no 
additional laurels from a triumph, and a doruat tends to take the 
very bread out of his mouth. Eucheoor said as much ; but Ilir- 
pinus ytas not satisfied, till the nubtle Greek, who had learned the 
terms of the match in which Esca was engaged, observed care- 
lessly, that all the time the Briton had to spare should be devoted 
to practice in the part he was about to play before the Emperor. 

The suggestion took effect upon Hirpinus at once. He sprang 
across the school to where the master had resumed hia walk. The 
old gladiator positively turned pale while he entreated llippiaa 
to instruct his pupil in all the scientific devices by whitih tliosa 
deadly meshes could be foiled. 

' Nothing but art can save him,' said he, in imploring accents, 
which seemed almost ludicrous from one of his Herculean 
exterior. ' Courage and strength, ay, and the activity of a wild- 
cat, are all paralysed when that accursed twine is round your 
limbs. 1 know it 1 I liave felt it I I was down imder the net 
myself once. If a man is to die, he should die like a man, not 
like a thrush caught in a springe. He miist learn, Hippias, he 
must practise day by day, and hour by hour; he muut study 
eveiy movement of the caster. Pit him against Manlius, he m 
the best netaman in " The Family." If he leama to foil liim, he 
vill take the conceit out of Placidus readily enougli. I tell you 
I shall not be easy till I sec liini with hia foot on the gay Tri- 
bune's breast I ' 

' Patience, man,' replied Hippias, ' thou fearest hut one thing 
in the world, and that is a fathom of twine. Thuikest thou 
all others are scared at the same bitgbeor 7 Mind thine own 
training ; thott art yet too lusty by half to go into the Circus, and 
leave this young barbarian to me.' 

The master kept up his influence amongst the^e lawless pupils, 
partly by a reserved demeanour and a silent tongue, partly by 
never suflfering his authority to be disputed for a moment. To 
have said aa much as he now did was tantamount to a confession ol 
interest in the Briton's succeaa; and Hirpinus resumed hia own 
labours with a lightoned heart, whilst Esca, in all the delightful 
flush of youth and health, and muscular strength developing itself 
by scientific practice, plied hia antagonist with redoubled vigour, 
and enjoyed his pastime to the utmost 

It was like taking an old friend by the hand, to grasp a sword 
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PoK ihrcc whole days Mariamne had not set eyes od Uie BritoU, 
<ba felt lUtleBs and diepirited. Not thnt she acknowl^dgod, 
D to hereelf, the nccfeeitr of Ehcu's presence, nor that aha 
I indeed aware how much it had influenced her thougiit« ani 
actions ever since elie had known liim — a, period that Eeemed noir 
of indefinite length. She found herself perpetually recalling the> 
origin and growth of their acquaintitQce ; ahe dwelt with &' 
Btranga pleasure on the gross insidt offered her by Spado, which 
scarce seemed an agreeable eubject of contemplation ; nor, b« 
Bure, did she forget jta prompt and satisfactory redress. Sis 
remembered every step of her subsequent walk hom.e, and every 
pliable of their conversation iu that hasty and agitated 
giess ; nay, every look and gesture of her companion's u 
her own. It pleased her to think of the dvourable impresfdt 
made on her fatlier and his brother by tlieir guest; 
earthem pitcher, ii'om which she gave the latter to drink, 
Humed a new and tmaccoimtnible value in her eyes. Also 
Htrolled to Tiber-side, whenever slie had a spare half hour, 
snt her down under the shadow of a broken column, with V 
strange persisteaay, and a vague especUition of somelhing, aha 
knew not what. 

For the first day this dreamy iinngiuativa esdstence waa 
delightful. Then came a feeling of want; a conscio;ianes8 that 
there was a void, wliich it would tie a great happiness to fiUi. 
Soon this grew to a thirst — a craving for a. repetition of tijoae 
hours which liad glided by so sweetly and so fast. At rare 
intervals arose flie startling thought, ' suppose she should nevet 
sea him again,' and her heart slopped beating, and Ler cheefc 
paled with the bare possibility ; yet was there something not 
wholly painftil in a consoiousnese of the boitow such a privatitm 
would create. 

Though young, Marianine was no fooUsh and inexperienced 
girl. Her life hud been calculated to elicit and bring to pevfee- 
tion some of woman's loftiest qualities. She had pnrlv learned 
the nobihty of seU-sacrifice, tlie oeceeaity of self-reliance ant^l 
lelf-denial. Like the generality of her nation she posaeaeAl 
conaderable pride of race ; suppressed, indeed, and kept down byj 
the exigencies in which the Jews had so often faimd tlicmselv^ 
but none the wt'aher nor the )e»s cherished on tb.it account, Not 



: VEILED nr\IIT. 



Ufi 



wHliBt&tiditig Ilia iiuuiy chfl^tiecmiiatB and revenws; from \»m 
pilgrimage through the wildcrnoBS to hie tlilTerent capiJvitiM 
by the gi-eat orienlal powers, ond final gubjection under Rome, 
tlie Jew nerer forgot tliat he sprang from a Htem more especinily 
pliLDted by the hand of the Ahiiighty j tliat he could traca his 
lineage bnck, unbroken and unsiainod, to those who held con- 
verse with Mosea under the ahndow of Atotmt Sinai ; nay, to the 
Patriarch himself, who held his authority direct from Heaven, and 
who waa thought worthy to enlertain angels at hia t«nt door on 
the plaina of Mamrc. Such a convictioD imparted a necret prido 
lo every one of hia descendanlfl. Man, woman, and child, were 
persuaded that lo them belonged of right the domiiiton of the 

It may be nuppoacd tlmt one of Elenzar'a dJRpositioD wait not 
likely to bring up hia iamily in any humble notions of their privi- 
Itj^eB and their importance. Mariamne lind been early taught to 
consider her nationality as the first and dearest of her acivjintagea ; 
and, womanlike, she clung to it all the closer that her people had 
been forced to submit to the Komon yoke. Habits of patience, 
of reflection and endurance, had been engendered by the every- 
day life of the Jewish maiden, witnessing her lather's continued 
impatience of the existing state of tilings, and his energetic, though 
secret, effbrta to change the destinies of his countrymen ; whilst 
ait that su^i an education might have created of hard, cnnning, 
and unfeminine in his daughter's mind, the society and counsels 
of Calchaa were eminently qualified to counteract. Losing no 
opportunity of sowing the good seed ; of teaching, both by pre- 
eept and exiunple, the lesHons he had learned from those who had 
them direct from the Fountain-head ; it w.iB impossible to remain 
long uninfluenced by the oonstimC kindliness and gentle bearing 
of one who understood Christianity to signily, not only Aitli, and 
purity, and devotion even to the dea^, but aLu that peace and 
good-wni amongst men, which its first teachers inculcated as its 
fundamental jwinoiple and essentia! element. Calchas, indeed, 
lacked not the fiery energy and the tameless instincts of his race. 
Hia nature, perhaps, was originally fierce and w^like as his 
brother's, but it had been subdued, softened, exalted by hia 
religion; and, while tiis heart was pitifiil and kindly, nothing 
remained of the warrior but ilia loyalty, hia coiirage, and his 

KOl. 

Gheriahiiig a true attachment for that brother, it was doubtlcea 
e of daily sorrow lo observe bow totally Elcazar'a principles 
I oonduct were o]iposRd to the meek and holy precepts of the new 
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fcitli. It seemed to hiimnn reasoning imposMble to convert the Jew 
(tcm his grand aod aimple creed, to modify or to explain it. to at ' 
to it, or lo lake away from it, in the slightest degree to aller h 
belief in that direct thearchy, to which he ivas bound by tJie; 
lies of gratitude, of tradition, of national isolation and chnracter- 
istic prido of race. A religion which accepts the first great 
princip!ea of truth, the omnipotence and eternity of the Deity, 
the immortality of soiUs, and the rewards and ptmiahmenta of a 
life to come, stands already npon a solid basis from which it 
little inclination to he removed ; and in all ages, the Jew, f 
a somewhat less degree the Mahometan, has been most unwillina 
to add to hia own stern tenets the mild and loving doctrines m 
our revealed religion. ElcoKar's was a clmrncter to which th» 
outward and tangible cerenioniala of hia worship were essentially' 
acceptable. To liim tlie law, in its sevcrcat and moat literal 
seDse, was the only tnie guide for political measures a 
private conduct; and where its burdens were multiplied c 
Bcveritiea enhanced by tradition, he upheld the latter gladly and 
inde.\ibly. To offer me sacrifices ordained by Divine command; 
to exact and rigidly fulfill the minutest points of observanco 
which the priesta enjoined; to keep the Sabbath inviolate by 
word and deed ; also, when opportunity offered, to smite the 
heathen hip-nnd-thigh with the edge of the sword ; these were 
the points of faith and practice on which Eleazar toA hia atand^ 
and from which no conaideration of affection, no temptation M 
ambition, no exigency of the times, would have induced him ta 
waver one hair'a-breadth. The lierceat aoldier, the wildest 
barbarian, the most frivolous and dissolute pat^'ician of ih* 
Imperial Court, would have been a more promising convert tliad 
such a roan aa this. Yet did not Calchaa despair : welt he knew 
that there is a season of seed-time and a season of harvest, thab 
(be soil once choked iritli weeds, or sown with tares, may there- 
after produce a good crop ; that waters have been knoivn to ilow 
freely fi'om the bare rock, and that notliing ia impossible under 
heaven. So he loved hia brother and prayed for him, and took 
that brother's daugliter to hia heart aa though she had been his 

It must have required no small patience, no amall amount at 
*elf-contiMl and humility, lo engraft in Mariamne the good fiui^ 
which her fklliw held in such hatred and disdain. These, loo» 
diffictiltiea with which the early Christiana had to contend,! 
and of which wi- now make sm.iU account. We read of their 
privation*, ihi-ir jHTW-cutiona, their imprisonments, and ihetF 
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Binrtyriloms, wiili a tlintl of mingled horror and indignution — 
WC pi^ and admii-e, we even gloriiy them ns tho heroic IcadciH 
of that forlorn hojie which was destintil to head the sniiios of 
tlie only true conqueror, Dut we nevar cousidcr ihe duily and 
liiirasaing ivarfare in which they must have been engaged, the 
domentic dissposions, the insults of equal);, the alicnatioa of 
fnende ; above all, the cold Iook.s and estranged affections of 
those whoMi they loved best on earth ; whom they muRt give up 
here, and whom, with the new light that had broken in on them, 
lliey could scarce hope to see hereatler. So-called heroic deeds 
are not always deserving of tliat aupericirily which they chiim 
over mortid weatnesa, when emblazoned on tlie glowing page of 
history. Many a man is capable, so to i;peak, of winding him- 
self up fur one great effort, even though it be to pia-iab on the 
Bcaff^.'ld or tlie breach ; but day ailer day, and year aller year, to 
wage unceasing war against our nearest and dearest, our oivu 
comforLi, our oivn prosperity, nay, our own weaknesses and 
inclinatiuns, roquires tlie aid cf a sustaining power that ia 
neither without nor widiui, nor anywhere below on earth, but 
must reach the suppliant directly and continuously from above. 

^ererthelesa the example of a true Christian, in tlie real accep- 
tation of the word, is never without its effect on those who live 
under its constant inlluonce. Even Eleazar loved and respected 
Ilia brother more than anything on earth, save hid ambition and 
his creed ; while Maiiamne, whose trusting and gentle disposition 
rendered her a willing recipient of tliosc tnitha which Calcha« 
lost no opportunity of imparting, gradually, and almost insensibly, 
imbibed the opinions and the belief of one whoso every-day 
]n^clice was so pure, so elevated, and so kindly ; to whom, more- 
over, she was accuHtomed to look as her counsellor in difficulty, 
and her relitge in distress. 

!t was Calehas, then, whose studies slie interrupted as lie Ml 
with the scroll before him, that was seldom out of his hand, 
pci-udng those Syriac characters again and Rgnin, as a mariner 
conaidta hia chart, never weaiy of storing information for his 
liiture course, and verifying the progress iie has already made. 
It was to Calehas she had determined to apply for comfort because 
Esca came not, and for assistance to boo him again — not that shi" 
admitted, even to herself, that this was her intention or her wish. 
NevertheleBS, she hovered about the old man's seat, more caress- 
ingly than usual, and finding his attention still riveted on hia 
employment, she laid one hand lightly on liis shoulder, and with 
the other parted the thin grey hair that strayed acros» ^li; (bre- 
head. 
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Tie looked up with a pleaaimt amile. ' What ii it, little one V 
nid he, with the endearing diminutive he hnd used in addreaRug' 
her from her childhood. ' Toit seem unusually busy with your 
liouselioid aShirB to-day. Ib tJtle room to be decorated for a 
guest 1 My brother makea no acquaintances here in Kome ; and' 
we have given no stranger bo much as a mouthfol of food Rnc« 
we arrived, save that goodly barbarina you brought home with 
you the other evening. Ifi he coming again to-night ?' 

A bright blush swept over her face, yet when it tided, Calchaa 
could not but remark that she waa paler than her wont ; and her 
manner, usually so gentle and composed, was now restless, atixions, 
and ill at ease. ' Nay,' she replied, ' what should I know of the 
barbarian's movementH 7 It was but a chance meeting that led 
him to our quiot dwelling in the first instance ; and save by the 
merest acoident we are never likely to sc-e him more.' 

She turned away while she spoke, trying to steady her voice 
and give it a tone of cold indifference, but failing utterly in the' 
dttempt ' There is no such power as chance,' said Cidchas, look- 
ing her keenly in the face. 

'I know it,' replied Mnriamne, smiling sadly ; 'andlknow, 
too, that whatever beialls «a is for the best. Yet some thing* are 
nard to bear, nevertheless. Not that I have nught to complain of,' 
she added, ahrinking instinctively from the very topic she wanted 
Lo bring on, ' save my constant anxiety for my father in thosa 
timiultuoua times.' 

' He is in God's band,' said Calcbas, ' who will bring him safe 
through all his perils, though they aeem now to environ him as 
the breakers boil round a stranded galley, when the wild Adriatic 
is leaping and dashing for ita prey. Tidte comfort, little one ; I 
cannot bear to see your step so listless and your check so pale.' 

' How can they be otherwise ? ' returned the girl, not very can- 
didly. ' It ia a weary lot to be a aoldier'a daughter. I could 
evon find it in my heart to wish we had never Icil Judra ; never 
some to Rome.' 

He tried his best to soothe and comfort Iter — his best such as 
't was, for the good old man knew but little of a woman's heart — 
ita wild hopes, its indefinite aims, ila wuywnid feelings, and ila 
inexplicable tendency to self-torture. He thouglit in his nm- 
plicity the real grievance was that which she avowed, and he 
Btrove to remove it in his oivn kind hopeful way. 

' My child,' said he, ' tlie evils tliat are raging in Italy, iLa 
' rors that we hear of every day, cannot but mnke E)ea: ' 
poailioQ more imiiortant and less h:Mardoiis, as they ' 
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MBcoItiea of tlia impari&l councils. It is, iuJeed, no child'i play 
to bridle Biidi n nriltnu ns ours willi one Imnd, and tu grasp at the 
imperial dictdeni wiih the other. It tokea a bold biuirt to draw 
the aword ngai&at Judah, oiid a long arm to bufiet Ciusar acroas 
tbe BeOS. Veapaaian will have little luistiro tu persecute, our racej 
and the Emperor, aore beset as he is, will Hurely lend a lavour- 
abla ear to my bi-otLsr'a proposals Ibr peace. Even now the 
\e^aaB are declaring, lUr and wide, agninst VituUiua ; and civil 
wor, the moat dreadful of all soourgea, is desolating Uic provinoen 
sad ectiji'ing Italy hei'solf. It was but yesterday tlant news 
leoched Eome of the revolt of the whole fleet at Ruvonna — and 
ere tliia Cremona has perhaps liillen into the power of Antonius, 
that soldier- orator, with the ii'on arm and tlie ulver tongiic. 
Well we know, for we have bten (old by One whose wordg sliiUI 
never be forgotten, that " a house divided against itself oaimot 
stand ; " and is thia a time, think you, my child, for tlie worn-out 
tensiialiHt who wears tlie puq)le hare, to make conditiouB with 
such a man na your jather ? It ia all in Ood's hand, aa I oever 
cease to insist ; yet I cannot btit feel that a better day mmA at 
last be dawning upon Judoui, that her ciii-^mics will be confounded, 
her armies victoiioua, and her chieia — but what have we to do 
witli the awtu-d 7 ' he broke oiF abruptly, while his kiadhng eye 
and animated gestures bore witness b. the ardent spirit lliat would 
flaali out here and there even now- ' Our weapon is the Cross, 
our warfare is not of this world, our tiiuniph ia in our humility, 
and when most we are brought low, then nro we moat exalted 
Oh, that the time were come, as come it surely will, when Csaoi 
ah^ be content to tiike only that which is Cfusiu''B, and men shall 
be gathered under one banner, and in one brotherhood, from all 
comers of the world 1 ' 

It was no exAggeiatod account Calchas thus gave of tbe dilemma 
in which the empire was placed at this jnnctuio- Veapaaian, with 
great political talents, with coohiesa, patience, and audaoity, was 
playiiig B game against which tho besotted brains of Vitelliua 
WBLe poworlesa to compete. The former, adored by the army, 
who saw in him a sucoesaful general, an intrepid soldier, and a 
man of simple virtuoua habits, contraatiag nobly with the luxu- 
rious gluttony and sensuality of his rival, lost none of his influ- 
enco by the moderation he displayed, and the modesty, real or 
affected, with which he declmed the purple. Not afraid to wait 
till advantage ripened into opportunity, he could seise it when 

3 time came witb a bold and tenacious grasp, could turn it 
n profit and guide tlioso circitiii stances of which 
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ho Hocmcd to be the mere puppet, with a master-hand. TLou^ 
ut a distance from die scene of warfare, and to all appearaace 
little more than an nnwilliug observer of the disturbances carried 
on in liis name, he directed ae it were Ihim behind a curtain the 
operations of his generals, and pulled the strings that Bet ia 
motion his numerous pairtisans with a clear head, a delicate touch, 
and that tenacity of purpose which is the essential element <^ 
Buccesa, Vitdlius, on the other hand, whose natural abilitie 
had been weakened, naj destroyed, by an unceasing course c 
sensual gi'arifi cation, wavered in council and hesitated in action 
uow determined to abdicate the diadem and retire into obacuritf^' 
anon persuaded to fight for dominion to the death ; and i 
paralysing the enei^ies of hia wai'mest piirtiAana by the dist 
lie entertained for honest advisers, and liie reliance he placed oif 
the cotiDsels of those traitors who surrounded him. 

The empire was, perliaps, at this period in a more disheai-tenin 
pwation tlian even under the ferocious sway of Nero, Monsti 
as the latter was, lie at least held the reins with a fii'm hand ; an 
tyi'unny, however oppressive, ia doubtless one degree better thaa 
Buarohy and confusion. Now, the mighty febric, of which. 
Romulns laid the first stone and Augustus completed tlie pinnacltf 
— the work of seven centuries, to which every generation had 
added its labours and its enterprise, till it embraced the confini 
of tlie knomi world — was beginning perceptibly to sink an 
crmnble from its oivn enormous size and weight. The legioi 
(and it must never be forgotten that the dominion of Rome wi 
easentiaily that of the sword) were now recruited from nativea o( 
her distant colonies. The Syrian and the Etiiiop guarded thi 
B^les as well as the tall turbulent sons of Germany, and tliB 
ever-changing, ever-faithless Gaul. Armies thus gathered under 
one standard from such various climates could have but little in 
common eave a certain professional ferocity, and an ardent liking 
ibr pJunder, no leas than pay. Mercenaries have in all ages been 
easily bought by the one and seduced by the other. Each legion 
gradually came to consider itself a separate and independent 
power, to be sold to tlie highest bidder. Perhaps the fairest 
vision of all wTia a march upon Home, and H ten hom's' sack ot 
the city they were sworn to defend, A gieat and gc 
booked by tlie glory of name, race, and illustrious actions, could 
alone have ruled such discordant clement^ and united these 
conllictiag interests for the common good ; but &te ordained that 
the weak, worn-out, besotted Vitellius slionld be seated on the 
throne of the Cssars, and that the cool, unHinching, and far-seeing 
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'1 ahould be watching with sleepless eye and iiaiJy Iiand 
to snatch the diadem from hia bewildered pvedeceasor, aiid place 
it firmly on his own head. 

While the deatiniea of the world were thud treinliliiig in the 
balance, while her own nation was fighting for its very exist- 
ence, and tho stoiin gathering ol! around, obvibusly to buret in 
ita greatest fury on the Imperial Ci^, the care Uiitt weighed 
heavieat at Marianitic's heart was, that she had that day noticed 
a bftrbariao slave walk into the training-school of a Roman 
gladiator. 

' Is it true, then,' naked the girl, ' that civil war is indeed raging 
here, aa we have seen it at home 7 That we sliall have an eaemy 
ere long at the very gates of the city ? ' 

' Too tme, my child," replied Calchas ; ' and tho Roman people 
eeem, as usual, to make light of the emergency, to eal, drink, buy, 
■ell, and feast their eyes on bloodshed iu tlie Circuj), as though 
tlieir idolatrous temple, where Janua ovei'looka the usui'era and 
nioney-cliangera of the city, were shut up once for nil, never lo 
bo opened again.' 

She turned pale and shuddered at the mention of the Circus. 

'Are tihay making no preparations?' she asked, timidly. 
Did I not hear ray father say they were collecting the gladiatora, 
snd — and — some of the nobles had enrolled their German and 
British slaves, aad were arming them gainst an attack?' 

'It may be so,' answered Calchas; ' but a slave can scarcely 
be expected to fight very stoully for a cause which only nerves to 
rivet his chains. As for the gladiators, those tigers in human 
form, it were surely better for them to pensh in open warfiire, 
than to tear one anotlier to pieces in the arena, like the very 
beasts against which I have seen them pitted. Yet these, too, 
have souls to be saved.' 

' Surely have they,' exclaimed Mari.imiie, with kindling eyea, 
' and none to help them ; none to show them so much as a glimpse 
of the true light. These men go out to die as tlie citizen goes to 
his business or hia bath ; and who is answerable to man for their 
blood ? who ia answeiiible to God for their soula ? ' 

His eye brightened while she spuke, and he raised his head 
like a soldier who hears the trumpet aunimonijig him to the front. 

' If 1 hiive a well in my court,' said he, ' and a man fall down 
and die of thij'at at my gate, who is answerable ? Surely I am 
guilty of my brother's blood, that I never so much aa reached 
Iiim the pitcher to drink. Shall these men go down daily to 
&ttb, and shall I not stretch out :i finger lest they perish ever- 
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loatiiigly ^ Mariamne, it Eecimi tlicre u a tank set to m}> hanclf^ 
and I muRt accomplish it.' 

Sbe was fur from wishing to hinder him. Actuated na hiunap 
nature too often ia by mixed motives, ihe could yet respond, ia:^_ 
her 'womanly generosi^ of heart, to that noble self-Bacriiice wldofa 
waa BO distinguishing a characteristic of tlie new religion; ai^ 
could appreciate the devotion of Calchas, while she hoped throng^ 
hia icteTventipn to obtnin aome alleviation of Lor anxiety at 
Eaca'a behalf. She had caught a glinipse of the slave's figure' 
that very day aa it entered the portals of the training-aohool [ 
and this rapid glnnce had not served to quiet her mi!<givingB ooi 

If CalchaH eliouid now think it right to interest himseif abt 
a. class of men the most reoklcsH and doFperate of the whole 
Roman population, it was probable (hat he would at the samC 
time learn something of ^^ea'a movements; perliitps bo able to i 
dissuade him from joining the fierce band in wliich ahe now 
feared he waa about to be enrolled. ' It raay be that he iias souui 
wild hope of thus obtaining his liberty,' thought the girl ; and her 
heart throbbed wlule she reilected that it was for her «ake liberty 
had now become ao dear^to the barbarian. ' It may be that ho' 
has extorted Bonio vague promise li'om Lis lord, and, in his pride 
of etrenglh ami coumge, he never dreama of danger or defeat; bwt 
oh I if he should come to harm for my sake, what will become o£ 
mo ? I would rather die a thout^'md thnet ihau that his white 
skin shoidd be disfigured wiih a scratch 1 ' 

' They are practising for their deadly pastime in tlie nuxf 
street,' said she; 'I can hear tlie blows an I go down to draw. 
water. Blows dealt, as it ivere, in aport ; what must they be is 
earnest 7 ' 

' There ia no time to be lo^t,' siid Calohiis 
CercB are to be soon celebrated, and the Koman crowd will think 
it but a poor show if some hundreds of gladiators are m 
slaughtered at tlie least. Child, I will visit these men to-morrow 
they will revile me, but aflor a lime they will listen, ll' I ca 
even gain over one, ba he the lowest and moat degraded of th 
bond, it will be a triumph greater than a thousand victories; 
gain infinitely more precious than all the treasures of Rome.' 

' "" lorrow may be too late,' ahe retuined, moving acroas th 
.be aame time so tii to liida her fnce. ' The acliool w fu 
to-day. 1 — I Ihink I naw tiint barbarian who was here lately go 
it« it an hour or two ago.' 

' The Briton I ' exclaimed Calohas, Etnrtirtg from hi? scat 
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mi ynu not tell mc w before 7 Quick, giil, fet«li me m; 
gown and aandala, I will go tiiere without delay.' 

She helped liim, nothmg luth. In n few minuteti Cotchoa wua 
ready to go forth, and as she watclied him trom the door, atul 
saw him turn the corner of the itreet, MftrJainne clasped liur 
hands and muttered a thankegiving for the iuccem of her ncU- 
meont artifice ; while tlieold mnn atrode boldly to his liestinatioii, 
confident in the integi'ity of hid piupoae, and rejoiuiug in the 
breast-plate of proof which covers a good heart bomad on a piona 
mission. ' It is nii buaincEB of mine,' was a maxim unknown to 
the early Christian. Freah in hia memory was the parable of the 
Good Samaritan ; and it never occurred to him that, Uke the 
Pharisee, bo might ' pans by on the other aide.' The world h 
Boroe centuries older, yet ie that talc of the friendless wounded 
wayfarer less suggestive noiv than it whs then 7 
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^ * were pausing &om their toil. Brawny cJi^li 

heuved and panted, deep voices laughed and swore with retum^ 
ing breath ; strong arms looked heavitx and stronger as the athlete 
rested his wide hands upon his hips, and not unconsciously 
brought his huge muscles into fUIl relief in the attitude. Esca 
and hia late antagonist were wiping the sweat ftom their brows, 
and looking at one another with wistful eyes, as if by no mcana 
luth to renew the contest, so eqtially hod the last botit been 

Hirpinus laid down the weighty dubs he had been wielding, 
with 3 grunt of relief. No unpractised arm could have lifted 
thoEe cumbrous instruraenla Irom the ground, yet they were but 
as reeds in the hands of the gladiator ; never tlieleas, he lamented 
piteoualy the tendency of his mighty frame to increasing bulk, 
which rendered such heavy and nniuiere.5tinB work necessary, to 
fit him for the arena, 

' By the body of llerculea I ' complained tlie giant, ' I would 1 

wci'e but audi a half-starved ape as thou, my Lulorius 1 See what 

the master calls training for a man of some aolidity, and thank 

mgke goda, that an hour's Rirls'-play with aword and buckler is 
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enoogli to keep that slonOer waist of thine within the com[>asa J 
1 knight's finger-ring.' 

' Girla'-play, call you it?' answered Lutoriua. 'In fiiith *; 
a game that would put thy fat canmse tin the sand, &oni slie^ 
want of breath, in a ij^uarter of the time. No more girls'-playft 

my lads, till after the feast of Ceres, The school will be' 
thinner then, or I iim mistaken. How many pairs are promised.! 
by the Consul for this coming bout ? I heard the c " 
the street, but I have ibrgotten' 

' One htmdred at lea.'^t, for sword and buckler alone. Ami' 

renty of Ihein out of The Family 1 ' answered Euchenor, readily^ . 
and with a malicious smile. His profession a,'* a boser freed bimt 
from any fatal apprehensions} but be took none the less plea 

recalling to bia comrades tbe more deadly nature of tbeit 

lunters. Rufiis alone looked grave ; perhaps he was thinking'y 
of bis wife and children while be ILsteaed ; perhaps that humbla 
age in the Apennines seemed further off than evei', and the 
re desirable oa that account. The others smiled grimly, and, 
HWolSshesprcDsion gleamed for an iofitautii-om their eyes — allbu^ 
Esca, whose glowing young face displayed only courage, excite- , 
meat, and hope. 

' Bird of ill-omen 1 ' said Ilippiaa, sternly. ' What do yo»' 
know of the clash of steel ? Keep to your own boys'-play, and] 
do not meddle witli the game that draws blood at every stroke^ 
I think I am master here 1 ' 

Euchenor would have anawei'ed sullenly, but a knock at' 
the door arrested bis attention As it swung open, to tJio. 
Eurprise of all, and of none more than Esca, Calcbas stood before, 

' Salve I' said tlio old man kindly, as he looked arotmd, bi> 
venerable bead and calm dignified bearing conti-aating nobly. 



with tbe brute strength and 
' Salve / ' he repeated, smiling a 
ueemed to call forth. 

Hippi.TS was not lacking in 
Oiimp. He advanced to tbe ne 
slmuger, and inquired the 
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■ faces of the gladiatora 
' inisbment liis appearance' 



I certain rough courtesy of tbe 
■ comer, bade him welcome 
ise of his visit ; ' for,' said ho, 
'judging by your looks, oh, my fether ! it can scarcely be 

1 connected either with me or my disciples here, whom 
trade, you may observe, is war.' 

wered Caichas, quietly, looking the 
tonislied fencing-master full in tbe face, Tbe gladiators bad by 
this time gathered round ; like school-boya at play they wora. 
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lor miachief, ami, like school 'boy it, it needed but the 
trille to urge them into any extreme, either of good ni 

■* A soldier ! ' exclaimed Eucbenor, ' then you fear not eteel 1 ' 
at tbe Baine moment he snatched a short two-edged sword from tlie 
■wall, and delivered a thrust with it full nt the old man's bresat. 
Ca]<^is moved not a muscle; his colour neither rose nor fell ; hiH 
eyelash never quivered as he looked HtcadJly at the Greek, who 
probably only intended a brutal Jest, and cnred but little how 
dangeroiiB might bo its result. The point had reached the folds 
of the visitor's gown, when liujui dashed it aside with his hand, 
diile Hi[jpias dealt the offender a buffet, which sent him reeling 
MHie oppoate wall. 
■* What now 7 ' exclaimed Uie professor, in the tone with which 
n rates a disobedient hound. ' Whiit now 7 Am 1 not 

= others looked on approvingly. The jest was well suited 

E their habits. They were amused at the discnmliture of the 

ik, and pleased with the coohiesa shown by an old man of such 

arlike exterior. Esea, however, Btrode up to his friend's aide, 

1 glared about him in a manner that boded no good to the 

■ r of any mo.e such aggressions, either in sport or 

'Thou haat hurt the youtli,' remarked Cnlchns, in as immoved 
m tone as would have become the fiercest gladiator of the school. 
' TIiou haat hurt him, and he was but in jest atler all. In truth, 
Hippias, I have net seen so goodly a buffet dealt since I came to 
Rome. That arm of thine can strike to some purpose, and thy 
pupils are, like their masler, brnve, and strong, and skillful. I 
have heard of the legion called " Invincible," surely I have found 
it here. My sons, are you not tlie Invincibles 7 ' 

He spoke bo qujelly they knew not whether he wns jesting 
with them ; but the flattering title tickled their ears pleasantly 
enough, and the gladiators crowded round him, with shouts of 
encouragement and mirth. 

' Invincibles I ' they laughed. ' Invincibles I Well said, old 
man 1 yes, we are the Invincibles. Who can stand against " The 
Family?" Hast come to join us 7 We ahnll have plenty of 

■ ■■■ e ranks ere anotlier moon be old,' 
, sword, one of you I ' exclaimed Rufiis ; ' let us 
n do with Lutorius, The Gaid has had a bellyful 

•Iready ; press him, old man, and he must go down 1 ' 
*Naj, 1st him have a bout with the wooden foils,' laughed 
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Hirpintut. ' Hs is but voung and tender. He would ncS 
the sight of blood.' 

' Or a cast with the net and trident,' continued Manliua. 

' Or a round with the ceilus,' observed Enchenor ; addinj 
with B sneer, ' I myaell' am ready to exchange a buffet or twi 
with him, for sheer good- will.' 

' Hold I my new comrades,' interpoaod Ebco, with riang colota 
' In my country we are taught to venerate grey hairs. If ye aT 
BO keen for cestus, lance, ajid avrord-play, here am I, untried aal 
inexperienced, willing to stand against tlie best of you, from nol 
lill sundown.' 

The gladiators gathered ronnd the last Hpeaker eomewla 
angrily ; the challenge waa indeed a bold one in stich companyy 
and a contest begnu in play amongflt thoee turbulent npirit^ 
might end, not improbably, in too latal earnest; but Hippias clft 
the matter short by commanding ' silence,' in loud imperioti* 
tonGB, and, turning to iLe new comer, bade him state at once the 
businesB that had brought him there and have done with it. 

' I came here,' said the old man, looking roimd with a, gli 
of mingled pity and admiration ; ' I came here to see, ■ 
my own eyes, llie band of Invinciblea. I have already told yd 
that I too am a soldier, wliose duty it is to go down, if need b' 
daily unto death.' 

There waa something ao quiet and eameat in the npeaket 
manner, such an absence of Belf-consoiouBneBS or apprehaiflion, ( 
sincerity and good-will so frank and evident, that the rude fierc^; 
men whom he addressed, could not bitt give him their attentiooi; 
There waa ail the interest of novelty iu beholding one whoBJ 
appeaniiice and habits were so at variance with their own, thtCi- 
throwing himself fearlessly on their forbearance, and tmstingf J 
aa it were, to that higher nature, which, dormant though it might I 
be, each man felt to exist within hiniBolf, 

Even Hippias acknowledged the inlluenco of his visitor's 
Cdence, and answered graciously enongh : 

' K you are a soldier, I need not tcli you that we are bt 
the driL-ground here. You ivill see my band to better advantage J 
when they defile by Cteear at the games of Ceres.' ". J 

Colchns looked inquiringly round. ' And the chorus,' said he,'! 
' that I have he;iril ring out in such a warlike tone, as your ran^J 
marched past the Imperial chair; are you perfect in it, ™Jm 
friends? Do you practiae the chant aa you do your sword-plajl 
and your wrestling ? ' ■ 

He had fixed their attention now. Hal I- interested, hal^ 
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■t Uia BirangO ijcraistoncy, they looked laughingiy nt each 
ml their deep voices burst out latu the wild and tlirilling 

lenco of tlicir fltui dirge : 

Cteaar/ Alorituri te talataiit.'' 

Aa the last notea died away, silence pervtLded the school; to 
[he rudest and moat recklcsa, there wiu floraetliing siiggcstive 
id the sounds they knew too well would be the last miiaic they 
should hear ou eailh. 

Calchaa turned suddenly upon Hijipias, 'And tlie wagos 
Ctarar gives your men 7 ' said he ; ' since he buys them body and 
bones, they must be very costly. How ninny thoasand seatci-wa 
doth he pay for each 7 ' 

A brulid kiugh echoed rouud !iim at the qtiCHtion. 

' Sesterces 1 ' answered HJppias. ' Nay ; Cnssar'a generosity 
provides handsomely for the tvaiuing and ooui-JBliment of hit 
swordsmen.' 

' True enough I ' added Riifim, at which tliere was anotlier 
laugh. ' lie finds us in uieat, and drink, and burial ! ' 

•No more?' said Culchas. 'Yet I have been told that in 
Borne everything fetches its price ; but httle did 1 think such 
men aa these could be bouglit for less money than a Ryi'ian 
dancing-girl, or a senator's white horaoa. So you are willing to 
(Alii day after day, harder than the peaaant on the hill-aido, or the 
man in the galley, to lire simply, temperately, ay, virtuously, 
monthe logetlier, and then to face certain death, often in 
ghBStliest form, for the wages a Roman citizen gives hia 
meat dare — a moinel of meat and a dnuight of wine I If you 
ccraquer in the etruggle, a branch of palm may he added to a 
handful of silver, and yon deem ymir reward is more than 
OBougli. Tndy, I am old and feeble, these hands are little worth 
to Htrikc or parry, yet would I gi'udge to seil this woru-out body 
oF mine nt so moan a price.' 

' Yon told us you were n soldier,' obnert'od Rufiis, on whom 
the iii'gninent of lelative value seemed to make no slight Im- 
preasion. 

' Bo 1 am," replied CalchaR ; ' but not at such a low rate of pay 
■B yoUrs. My duties are not iieavy. I am not forced to toil all 
day, nor to watch all night. My head achea with no weighty 
h^met ; breastplate and greaves of steel do not gall my body nor 
cumber my limba. I have neither trench to dig, nor mound to 
raise, nor eagles to guard. I need not stand, like you, againat 
iiiy comrade and my friend, with my point at his throat, and slay 
'"" ' " been to me even aa a brothnr, lest he slay me. 
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Yet, tliough my labours be bo eaay, and my service be sol 
deficieut and inadequate, all tlic gold and jewels yott have it 
glistening in a triumph, all tie treasurGs of Cajsar and of Iloi 
would not equal tlie reward I hope lo earn.' 

The gladiators looked from one to the other with glances i>( ^ 
aiitaiuahment and cui-ioslty. This v/aa a subject that spoke ' 
their personal interest, and roused their feelings accordingly. 

' Are there yacanciea in your ranks, comrade 7 ' asked Hir-^ 
pinus, using tlie military form of speech babituaUy affected \ 
ilia profession, ' Will you enroll a man of muscle like myao 
who haa been looking all hia life for a service in which there li 
little to do and plenlj to get ? Take my word for it, you wiH 
not long want for recruits.' 

' There is room for all, and to spare,' answered Caleliaa, n ^^^ 
hia voice tiU it rung through every corner of the building, ' My 
Csptain will enlist you freely, and without reserve. Only yolj 
come to him and range yourselves under his banner, and stand 
by him for a few short watches, a week, a month, a decade or tw 
of years at the most, and he will stand by you when Csesar and hi 
legions are scattered to the four winds of heaven; ay, and Iot^ 
after that, for ages and ages roUing on in a circle that lias IH 
endl Will you come, brave hearts? I have authority to reoeiv( 

' Wliere is your Captain 7 ' asked Hirpinua. ' He must n 
have a large following. Is he here in "Rome ? Can we see him 
ci'e we take the oaths and raise the standard ? Comrades ! ' ' ' 
added, looking round, ' this old man speaks as though he wer( 
earnest. Nay, he would scarcely dare to laugh in oiu" v 

' You might have seen him,' answered Calchas, ' not for^ 
years ago, as I myself did, on the sunny plains of Syria. Yoirf 
will not see him now, till a pinch of dust has been sprinkled oa 
your brow, and the death-penny put into your mouth. Then, 
when you have crossed the dark river, he will be waiting for you 
on the other aide.' 

The gladiators looked at one another. ' What mea 
said they. 'Is he mad?' ' la he an augur?' 'Doth h 
magio 7 ' Kufiis reared his tall head above the throng. ' Would 
you have us believe in what we cannot Bee7'waa the apposite' 
question of that practical swordsman. , 

The old man drew his mantle round his ahoidders with the ai? 
of one who prepares for argumeut. All he wanted was a Cufi 
bearing. 
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^eb ia the nobler g^,' be Bskcd, ' a strong body, or a 

.t heart ? Ye havo fbuglit many times, most of yoti, in the 

Answer mo tmly — which is tlie conqueror, courage or 

' Courage,' they exolmmed, with one voice ; all except Euche- 
nor, who muttered iomething about akill and good fnrtime being 
preferable to either. 

' And yet you cannot see it,' resiuned Calchaa. ' Will you 
therefore argue tliat it cannot esiat 7 la there one of you here 
that doth not fee! a something wanting to complete liia daily 
existence ? Why do you long for the smilea of women, nnJ the 
bubble of the wine-cup ? Why can you not rcat when tlie 
training of to-day is over, for thinking of the labours of to- 
morrow 1 Why ore you always anxious, always anticipating, 
always diBsatislicd 7 Because a man consista of two parts, Uio 
body and the spirit ; because his life is made up of two phaseH, 
the present and the future. Toui' bodies belong to Ctesar, let 
Lim have them to do with them what lie likes, to-day, to-morrow, 
nt tlie games of Ceres, at the feast of Neptune, what matter 7 
But the spirit, tlio man ivithin you, is your own. He it is who 
doth not wince when the javelin pierces to the quick, or the wild 
beast rends to tlie marrow. lie it ia who quails not when the 
level sweep of sand seems to rock beneath him, and heave up 
■gainst his face ; when the white garmeota and eager fiices of the 
crowd spin round him faster and taster aa they fade upfin his 
darkening eye. He is the better man of the two, and lie will livo 
for ever. Shall you not provide for him 7 What is your present ? 
Much trouble, many hours of toil. A foot or two of steel in the 
hand, and a dash at a comrade's throat, then a back-fall below 
the equestiian benches, and bo the fLitui'O begins. Do you think 
there is nothing better there than old Charon's ferry-boat, and 
the pale misty banks of tlie uncertain river? I know the way 
10 a golden land far brighter and fairer tlian the fabled iaianda 
of tlie West There is a high wall round it, and the gate is low 
and narrow ; but the key stands in the lock, and you need no 
death-penny to piu-chiise entrance for the poorest of you. Go 
tn the door in rags, with no other possession but the hope aud 
trust that you may ci-awl in upon your knees, and it opens eie 
you have knocked.' 

Something in each man's heart told liim, a.i he Kstened, that if 
lie could but believe this, the conviction waa worth more than all 
the treasures of the empire put together. Liable as were these 
gladiators to stand in the jawa of death at a day's notice, tlieie 
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was somcdiing inexpres^bly elevating iu tlie idea tliat tlis su- 
preme moment which the most cartilesa of them could not ln4 
aoraetimea picture lo himself, wflfl the mere paseoge to a nobler 
Btate of existence. The worda of a man who is telling wliat bv 
himaelf imphcitly believes to be the truth, carry with tham nfl 
HmaLl amount of peisuason ; and when Caluhaa paused, th^ 
swordsmen looked doubtingly at him with eyes in wliicli i 
dulity and admiration were strangely mingled ; not without a' 
oertnia wiatful gleam of Jiope. 

Hippiaa, indeed, whose tastes inclined him to materiiilisn, and 
his reflections to utter disbelief in everything save the temper of' 
a blade, seemed disposed to cut the matter short, as being a waaM 
of valuable time; but the'anxiety of hia pupila, and especially a 
Eaea, to hear more of the glowing promises hold out, iiiduce<| 
him to fcld hia arma and listen, with a smile of conscioua si 
riority, not devoid of oontempt. 

'And the Captain who leads nsV asltod the Gaul, afUr ft 
whisper and a push from Hirpinus. ' What of hini 7 Yout 
promiaes are fair enough, I grant you, but I would fain knoif 
with whom I serve.' 

Not one of them but noted the gleam on the old ma&'a &ce, a 
he replied : 

' The Captain went up to death with a patient, calm, an 
kindly face, for you, and you, and you, and me — for those yiit 
had never seen him ; for those who mistrusted h'"i ; for tho« 
who iailed him, and turned back from him at h'lB need. Nay^ 
for those who tortured and slew him, and whom he forgave will 
the fi'ee full forgiveness of a God 1— ay, of a God I Which a 
your gods has done as much for you? When did one of then 
leave their Mount Olympus, save for some hiunan need, or somi 
human mission of bloodshed and crime 7 Wliere is the kin( 
who woidd give xip an earthly throne, and go voluntarily to | 
aliameful death for the soke of his people ? Vou are men, nij 
friends — brave, resolute, hearty men ; what would you have ia 
him whom you serve 7 courage, patience, meroy, good-will td 
all? What think ye of him who left the nilarahip of the whole 
universe, and went so willingly to die, that he might buy you to 
be his own here and hereafter? Come and range yonraelTW 
under hia standard. I will tell you of him day by day. There 
ifl no jealouiry amongst hU soldiers. The Bervioe la easy; he h ' 
told us so himself; and neither mine nor any mortal tongue a 
calculate tfie reward.' 

'Enough of this ! ' interrupted Hippiaa, noting the eager looi 
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ind excited gesinrcs of Oie rwordEinen ; inlerprotiiig, hs he did, 
the TTorda of Culobas ta their litoral senile, uiid luring l^t be 
might, indeed, lose the BenricBi of tiie during band, on whone 
blood it iviia biB trade to live, ' Enough of thia, old man I We 
htne heard you putieotly, and now begone t Ikly gladiators have 
enliBted under Ciesar, and they will not deaert their ■Undard ibr 
any induaement you oan offer. I know not why I liare listened 
to you BO long ; but traapiifs not further on my foibearance. Thin 
building in no Athenian schiKil of rhetoric ; and the only argnmenlr 
aoknowTedged by Hippias, are those which may be jiarrlml with 
two foot of Btoul. Nevertheless, go in peace, old man, and fnre 
you woiL' 

So Calohaji went out froui auiongM tliune tieroo and tnrbtilent 
i^irila, unliaimed and well satiafierl. He hud Down a hruKiful of 
the good seed, and knew that somewhere il would take root. Mori 
than one of the gladiators wab already jiondering on his words; 
find the yoitng Britcn, with his aident utLlui*e, hia kind heart, 
and hia prediapoeition in favour of Maiiamne's kiDKinan, bait 
reaolved that he would hear mora of theac new doctrinen, which 
t Bteined to dawn upoa liim like light from another world. 




CHAPTER XIX. 



) tonguRB, whttrpOTing and murmuring with 

Q volubility, send up a busy hum hke tJiat of an cnoraiou* 

D the Hunny air. The FlaTi.in Amphitheatre, Viapn* 

n's gigantic concesBion to the odious tnstbs of hia peapli>, han 
not yet been conBtruoted ; and Rome mtiHt orowd and joaile ill 
the great CSrcuB, if she would behold that Blaught«r of beasts, 
and tliuae mortal oombatB of men, in which she now taken far 
more delight than in the innocent trials of speed and fikill for 
whioh the enclosure was originally defligned. That Iier luxiirioun 
citiEens arc <liii«tiHfi«it evpn with thia roomy odifioe, is sufficiently 
obTioui from the many complaints that accompany the atrnggling 
and puahing of liiose who are aniioua to obtain a good place. 
To-day'a bill-of-fare ia indeed tempting to the morbid appetites 
of high and low. A rhinoceros and tiger are to be pitted againet 

'i otlier; and it is hoped that, notwitlmtanding ninny reoeul 



hires in mich combats, these two beasts may be Bavage enou(tl) 
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to afford the deaired sport. Several pau-a of gladiatoi-s, at ieaat, 
lire to %]it to the dealli, beeades those on wliom the populace 
may show mercy, or from whom they nuiy withhold it at irilL 
In addition to all this, it has been whispered that one wcU-knowa^ 
patrician intends to exliibit his pi-owess on tlie deadly etag^ 
Much curioBity is expressed, and many a wager lias been alrea^JI 
hud, on Ills name, his skil!, the nature of his conQict, and &ki 
chances of hia succesa. Though the Circns he large enough t 
contain the population of a thriving city, no wonder that it i 
to-day full to the very brim. Ab usual in Buch assemblages, ihj 
howa of wailing are lightened by eating and diinking, by jest% 
practical and otherwise, by remarks, compUmentary, Hatcastil^ 
or dcriaive, on the several notabilities who enter at diort inter- 
vals, and take their places with no einaJl stir and assumption ti 
importance. The nobility and distinguished chai'acters of thij 
dissolute age are better known than respected by their plebeiM 
fellow- citizens. 

There is, however, one esception. Though Valeria's Libnr^ 
nians lay themaelvea open to no " mull amount of insolence, bj 
tlie emphatic manner iit which tliey make way for their TaistTCM 
as she proceeds with her usual haughty bearing t« her place nea 
the patrician benches — an insolence of which some of the mor 
pointed missiles do not spare the Bcomful beauty herself — it ia » 
sooner observed that she is accompanied by her kinsman, laciniai 
tlian a change cornea over the demeanonr even of those who tee 
themselves most aggrieved, by being elbowed out of tlieir placet 
and puahtd violently against their neighbours, while admirin] 
glances and a respectful silence, denote the esteem in which the 
lloman general is held by high and low. 

It ivanta a few minutes yet of noon. The southern sun, thougfc 
his intensity is modified by canvas awnings stretched ove 
apectatora wheres-er it is possible to afford them shade, hght 
watmii up every nook and cranny of the ampliitheatre ; g!ea 
the raven hair of the Campanian matron, and the black eyes ot 
the astonisbed ui'chin in her arms ; flashes off the golden boasea' 
that stud the white gai-menta on the equestrian benches ; bleaches 
'he level sweep of sand so soon to bear the prints of mortal' ' 
Bti-uggle, and flooding the loiiy throne where Cresar aita in slate, 
deepens the broad crimson hem that akirls his imperial garment) 
and riieds a death-like hue over the pale bloated face, whioH 
beti-ays even now no Mgn of interest, or animation, or delight. 

ViCellius attends these brutal exhibitions witli the Htm 
innnobility that characterisea his demeimoiu in almost all th«j 
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avocadnnB of life The same liatleamesa, the same wearj- vaomcjr 
of expre^oD, perrades bis countenimce hne, as iu the senale or 
the council. Hia eje never glistens bat at the appearance or a 
faYOorito dish ; and the emperor of the world can only bo eaid tu 
Use once in tlie twenty-four hours, when seated at the banquet. 

Insensibility seems, liowerrer, in all ages t^i be an nffuctation of 
Uie higher claasea ; and here, while the plebeians wrangle, and 
laugh, and chaii«r, and gesticulate, the patricLios arc apparently 
bent on proving tliat amuEemenl is for theiti a simple impossi- 
bility, and suffering or slaughter matters of the most profound 
indifference. 

And on common occaaions who so impassible, ao cold, so 
unmOTed by all that takes place (untmd her, as the haughty 
Valeriti 7 but to-day there is an unusual gleam in the grey 
eyes, a quiver of the lip, a fixed red spot on either cheek ; adding 
new charms to her beauty, not lost upon lliu observers who Bur- 
round her. 

Qtioth Damasippns U) OorseB (for the congenial rogues stand, as 
usual, shoulder to shoulder) : 

' I would not that tie jxitron saw her now. I never knew hur 
look so fair as this. LocuHta must have lefl her the secret of her 
love philtres.' 

' Oh, innocent 1 ' replies the other. ' Knowest thou not tliat 
llie patron £ghta to-day 7 Seest thou her restless hands, and that 
fixed smile, like the mask of an old Greek player? She lovca 
him; trust me, therefore, she has lost her powe?, were she 
Bubtle OS Arachne. Dost not know the patron 1 To do him 
justice, he never prizes tlie stakes when he has won the game,' 

And tiio two fall to discusaing the dinner they have brought 
with them, aud think they are perfectly familiar with the intrica- 
'ios of a woman's feelingit. 

Mesntime Valeria seems to cling to Liciniua aa tliough Ihtre 
spell in her kinsman's presence to calni that beating 
of which she is but now beginning to lenm tlie wayward 
and indomitable nature. 

For the twentieth time she aaka : ' Is he prepared at al! points ? 
Does he know every feint of the deadly game ? Are his health 
and strength aa perfect as training can make them 7 And oh, my 
kinsman 1 is he confident in himself 7 Does he feel wire that ha 
will win I' 

To which questiona, Liciniua, tJiough wondering at the interest 
.ahe betrays in such a matter, answers as before : 

■ All uiat skill, and science, and Hippiaa can do, has Leon 
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done. He has the adviintage in strength, speed, luid htd^fe' 
Above all, ho has the ootirage ofhU nation, Ah they get fierom 
they get cooler, nnd they nre never ao formidable as when jov 
deem tliem Tanqnishcd, I cotild not sit here if I tliought he 
would be worsted.' 

Then Valeria took comfort for n while, but soon she moved 
Icsaly on her otuhioni. 'lluw I wibIj they would begin !' esld 
she ; yet every moment of delny aeenied at the eume time to bA 
a respite of priceleas value, even while it added to the torlui* 



of suspense. 
Many hearta \ 






,hat crowd with love, hope, fenrj 
md anxiety ; bat perhaps none bo wildly as those of two woraea, 
separated but by a few paces, and whose eyes some indefiiutbla' 
attraction seemed to draw irreaistibly towards each other. 

While Valeria, in common with many ladies of diatinetion, had 
encroached upon the space originally allotted to the vestal virg^nn, 
and estabhshed, by constant attendance in the amphitheatre, a pre-- 
BCriptiTe right to a cushioned seat for herself and her ftiends, 
women of lower rank were compelled to station themselves in an 
upper gallery allotted to them, or to mingle on sutrerance 
the crowd in tha lower tier of places, where tho presence of a 
male companion was indispensable for protection fiom annoyancOj, 
and even insult. Nevertheless, within speaking distance of the 
haughty Roman lady stood Marinmne, accompanied by Calchi 
trembling with fear and excitement in every limb, yet tuniiag heit 
large dark eyes upon Valeria, with an expi'ession of curiosity anil' 
iiitei-cat that could only hare been arouMid by an instino'lrs 
consciousness of feelings common to both. The latter, too, 
^t;emod &scin;iluJ by the gazeof the Jewii^h maiden, now bending 
on her a haughty and inquiring glance, anon tuniing away with it 
gesture of aiTfcted disdain ; but never unobservant, lor many 
swonds together, of the dark pale beauty and her venerabla 
companion. 

When she was at last foirly wedged in amongst the cr 
Mariamne could hardly explain to herseli' how she came there. 
It had been with great dilliculty that slie persuaded Calchas 
accompany her ; and, indeed, nothing but hia interest in Esca, 
imd the hope that he might, even here, find some means of doing 
good, would have templed tho old man into such a scene. It waa 
with many a burning blush and painful thrill that she confessed 
to hersell, she must gr. mad mth ansiely were she absent from 
the death-struggle to be waged by the man whom she now knew 
she loved 90 dearly ; and it was with a wild defiant reckiessneea 
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lliat d)« reeolrcd if aught of evil ehould beJiill Lim to give herself 
up thence&rth to deapRir. She felt aa if sha was in a drenm ; tlie 
*aa of fecM, the JRbber of tongiiua, the strango novelty of the 
■pectacle, confusL'd iind wearied her ] yi.'t through it aU VaJeria'a 
eye Beeme<] to lock down on her with an ominouH boding of ill ; 
and when, with an effort, she forced her aenaea back into self- 
conaeiouHnexB, she fi:It so lonely, bo frightened, and bo unhappy, 
that she wished aho had never come. 

And DOW, witli peitl of trumpeta and claah of cymbals, ■ burM 
of wild murtial mitaio ri«es above tlie hum and murmor of the 
Bcething crowd. Under a apaoioua arcliway, tupported by marble 
pillars, wide folding-doors are flung open, and two by two, with 
stately step and alow, march in the gladiators, armed with the 
diffferent weapons of tlieir deadly trade. Four hundred men ore 
Lh^, in all the pride of perfect strength and aymmetiy, and 
higli training, and practieed Bkill, With head erect niitl haughty 
bearing, iliey defile once round the arena, ns though to give llie 
spoctatora on opportunity of closely scanning tlieir appearance, 
and holt with military precision to range themselves in line 
undur Cfcsur's throne. For a moment there :b a pause and hush 
of expcctatwa over the multitude, while the devoted championa 
Etand niotionless as statues in the full glow of noon ; then burst- 
ing suddenly into action, they brandish their gleaming weapons 
aver their heads, and higher, fuller, fiercer, risefl ilia terrible 
chant that seems to combine the ahout of triumph with Ute 
tvail of aulTcring, and to bid a long and hopelesa farewell to 
upper earth, even in the voiy rccklesaneBa and defianoe of ita 
dcBpHir : 

' Ave, CiEsar ! Moi-ituri te salutant I ' 

Then they wheel out once more, and range themsolvea on 
cither aide of the arena ; all but a chosen band who occupy the 
centml place of honour, and of whom evei-y second man nt leoat 
is doomed to die. 

These are the picked pupils of Hippias ; the quickest eyt^a 
and the readiest hands in ' The Family ; therefore it is that they 
have been selected to fight by pairs to the death, and that it is 
understood no clemency will be extended to tliem Ironi the 
populace. 

With quickened breath and eager looks, Valeria and Mariamnc 

scan their ranks in search of a well-known figure : both fed it to 

be a questionable relief that he is not there ; hitt the IComan lady 

_ teara the edge of her mantle to the seam, and the Jewish girl 

k'Ofere an incoherent prayer in her heart, for ahe knows not what. 
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Edca'a part is not yet to be performed, and he is still in t 
background, preparing himself careftilly for the Btniggle. 

The rest of ' The Family,' however, muster in force, T 
£ufua stalks to his appointed station witli a cahn businesB-Iike 
air that bodes no good to his adverBary, wiioever he may be. llv 
has fought too oden not to feci confident in hia own invincible 
prowess ; ami when compelled to despatch a fahen foe, he will do ! 
it with sincere regret, hut none the less dexterously and effectually 
for that. Hir(>inuB, t«o, assumeB his usual air of jovial hilarity.. 
There is a smile on liis broad good-humoured face ; and ^ough, 
not with standing the severity of hia pi-epaxation, hia huge miisolea 
are still a trifle too Adl and lusty, lie wiU be a formidable antago- 
nist for any fighter whose proportions are leea tlian ihoae of n 
Hercules. As the crowd pass the different combatants in review, 
none, with the exception perhaps of Kufiis, have more bnckera 
than Uteir old &Tom'ite. Lutorius, too, notwitlistanding hia Gallio 
origin, which places him but one remove, as it were, ftojn a bar- 
barian, finds no alight &vour with those who pride themselves ot. 
their experience in such matters. His gi'eat activity and endur- 
ance, combined widi thorough knowledge of his weapon, have 
made him llie victor in many a public contest. As Damasippu» 
observes to hia friend ; ' Lutoriua can always tire out an adver- 
sary and despalcli him at leisure ; ' to which Oarses replies, ' li 
he be pitted to-dny against Manlius, I will wager thee a thousand 
sesterces blood is not drawn in the first three assaults.' 

The pairs had already heen decided by lot ; but amongst tlie 
score of combatants who were to fight to the death, these formid- 
able champions were the most celebrated, and aa such the especial' 
favourites of the populace. Certain individuals inthecrowi^ who 
were suffioiently famihar with the giadiatore to exchange a word ' 
of greeting, and to call them by their namea, derived, in conse- 
quence, no small increase of importance amongst the bystanders^ 

The swordsmen, although now nmged in order round the arena, 
are destined, for a time at least, to remain inactive. The sports 
xre to commence witJi a combat between a lately imported 
rhinoceros, and a Libyan tiger, already &miliafly known to the 
public, as having destroyed two or tiiree Ghriatian victims and n 
negro slave. It is only in the event of these animalabeingunwill- 
ing to fight, or becoming dangerous to the apcctators, that Hippiaa 
will call in the assistance of his pupils for their destruction. In 
the mean time, they have an excellent view of tlie conilict, though 
perhaps it might he seen in greater comfort from the farther and 
safer side of the barrier. 
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ViteUiua, with a feeble inclination of his head, signs lo begin, 
and a portaiilo wooden building which has been wheeled into the 
\Mt», cresting no little curiosity, is now taken to pieces by a few 
strokes of the hammer. Aa the siavea cnrry away the dis- 
membered boards, with the rapidity of men in terror of their 
lives, a huge, unwieldy beaat stands discloBed, and the rhinoceroi 
of which they have been talking for the last week biiraia en tlie 
delighted cyea of the Roman public. These are perhaps a little 
disappointed at first, for the animal aeema peaceably, not to say 
indolently, disposed. Taking no notice of iJie shouta which greet 
his appearance, ho digs hiti horned muzzle into the eand in search 
of food, as though secure in the overlapping plates of armour that 
sway loosely on his enonnoua body, with every movement of his 
huge tmgamly limbs. So intent are the Bpectators on (his rare 
monster, that their attention ia only directed to the farther end of 
tlic arena, by the restlessness which the rhinoceros at length 
exhibita. He stamps angrily with his broad JIat feet, his abort 
pointed tnil is fiirioualy agitated, and the gladiators who are near 
him, observe that his little eye is glowing like a cool. A long, 
low, dark object, liea coiled up under the barrier as though seek- 
ing shelter, nor is it till the accond glance, that Valeria, whose 
interest, in common with that of the multitude, is feorfiilly 
excited, can make out the fawning, cruel head, the glai'ing eyc^ 
and the Btriped ainewy form of the Libyan tiger. 

Ia vain the people wait for Iiim to commence the attack. Al- 
though he is sufficiently bungiy, having been kept for more than u 
day without food, it la not hia nature to carry on an open warfai'o. 
Dumaappus and Oarses jeer iiim loudly aa he skiilks under the 
barrier; and Calchas cannot Ibrbear whispc-ring to Mariamne, 
that ' a curse has been on the monster since ho tore the brethren 
limb from limb, in that very place, for the glory of llie true 
iiuth.' 

The rhinoeeroi, however, aeema disposed to lake the iiiiluitive; 
with a ahorl labouring trot he moves across the arena, leaving auch 
deep footprints i>ehiod him, na euffioiently attest hia enormous 
balk sod weight. There is a flash like real fire from the tiger's 
eye^ hitherto only sullen and watchful — his waving tail describes 
A semioircle in the sand — and he coils himself more closely 
logetber, with a deep low growl ; even now he is not disposed to 
£glit save at an advantage. 

A hundred thousand pairs of eyes, straining eagerly on the com- 
_batant8, oouM scarce detect the exact moment at which that apring 
~ \£ made. All they can now diwjcrn ia the bi'oad mailed back oi 
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the rhinoceroa swaying to and fro. as lie knccla upon his enemyj 
and tie gratmg of the tiger's claws against tLe huga bsnat's irn* 
penetrable armour, can be htittrd in the fartheBt comix of tb* 
gollety dim aurrounds tlie amphitheatre. 

The leap was made as the rhinoceroa turned hia side foi 
instant towards hia adversary; but witli a quickness marvelloi 
abenst of audi prodigious size, he moved hia head round in time ta 
receive it on the masaiTO horn that armed hia nose, driTing t 
blunt inatniment, from sheer muscular sti-ength, right througt; 
the body of the tiger, and finialiing hia work by foiling o 
witli hia kneea, and preaeing his life out under that v 
ii-eight. 

Then he roae unhurt, and blew the sand out of hia nostril*. 
Bud left, aa it seemed, unwillingly, the lluttencd, cnulied, an^ 
mangled cnrcasa, turning back to it once and again, with a horrible, 
yet ludicrous, pertinacity, ere he aulFerad the Ethiopians who 
attended him to lure him out of tlie amphitheatre witli a buudlo 
or two of green vegetable food. 

The people ahouted Bad applauded loudly. Blood had been 
dm^vn, and their appetite was sharpened ibr slaughtf 
with open undiaguised aatiafhotion that they counted the pairs of 
gladiators, niid looked forward to the next act of the cntertaiu-' 

Again the trumpets sound, and the swordsmen rango themselves 
in oppodta bodies, all armed alike with a deep concave buckler^ 
and a short, stabbing, two-edged blade ; but dialingiiiahed by th^ 
colour of their scarvoa. Wagura are rapidly made on the green and 
tiie red ; bo rfdltiUly haa the experionced Hippiaa selected anij 
luiitched the combatants, that the oldest patrons of the sport confesai 
ihcmflelvea at a loaa which to choose. 

The banda advance againat each other, throe deep, ii 
lion of the real soldiers of the empire. At the first craah o/J 
collision, when steel begins \o clink, as thruat and blow and parry 
are exchanged by these practised warriors, the approbation of the 
BiiectatorB rises to enthuainam; but nicn's voiopa are hushed, and 
they hold their breath whea the ati'ife begina to waver to and h-o, 
and the ranks open out and diaengage themselves, and blood 
is to be seen in patches on those atiiletio IVames, and a few are 
already down, lying motionless where they fell. 

The grcMi is giving way, but their third rank has been e 
mised, and ita combatants are as yet fro(>h and untouched ; these 
now advance to (ill the gaps made among their comrades, and ihs 
fortunes of the day seeui equalised once more. 
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And now the srena becomes « gbosUy and forbidding sight ; 
ihey die hm-d, theee men, whose vary trade is •laughter ; bill 
mortal agony cannot always xuppress * groAn, aad it U pitiful K 
sc'C tionie proatrats giant, supporting himwlf paioMly on hi* 
hnnds, with drooping head and fost-closiDg eye fixed on the 
ground, while the life-Ftrcam ia pouring from hia cheM into the 
thiraty sand. 

It id fen! Sitd earnest, this roprescntatton of war, and reMmbloa 
the bRttle-Held in alt save that no prLtoners are biken and quiui«r 
is bttt rarely givrai. OccaaonFdIy, indeed, some vanqniuheil 
champion, of more than comnton beauty, or whu hai diafitayod 
more than common address and coiirage, so wina on the bvourof 
the spectators, that ihcy tlgn foi hia life ta be spared. Hands are 
turned outwards, with the thumb pointing U> the corth, and iho 
victor elienthes his sword, and retires ivith his worsted anlagonirc 
&om the contest; but more pcoerally tlie &llen man's signal for 
mercy is neglected; ere the ahuut 'A hit I' has died upon his 
ears, hi» denpsiring eye marks the thumbs of his judges, poinnui; 
iipnards, and he disposca himself to ' welcome llie alee!,' witli a 
calm courage, worihy of a belter onuac. 

The reserve, conaiating of ten paiva of picked gladlalora, hs>i 
not yet been engaged. The green and the red liai'o tijitght with 
neiirly eijual succesa ; but when the truuipet has sounded a linit, 
and the dead have bcffli diagged awiiy by grappling- hooka, 
loaving long tracks of crimson in their wake, a careful enumera- 
tion of the Burvivora givaa the victory by one to the Ifttler colour. 
IIi[>pia9, coming forw-ud in a suit of buniiiihed armour, dccUji's 
ad niodh, and is greeted with a round of applause. In all her pre- 
occupation, Valeria cannot rofrain Irom a glance of approval at the 
handaome lUncing- master ; and Mariamne, who foels that Eaui's 
life bangs on the man's skill and honesty, gazes at him will) 
mingled awe and horror, aa on some being of anotlier world. 

But the populace have little inclination to wnile the precious 
moments in cheering llippins, or in calculating loss and giiin. 
Fresh WE^era are, indeed, made on the matches about to tnkc 
plaeo ; but the prevailing feeling over that nuraoroiis aaaomblage, 
ia one of morbid excitement and anticii'nlion. The tun pnira of 
men now marching so proudly into the centre of the lists, arc 
pledged to Dght to the death. 

It would be a dinguatiitg task to detail the scene of bloodshed ; 
to dwell on the fierce courage wasted, and the brutal uaele^ 
{dlitlghter perpetrated in those Roman shambles ; yet, sickening as 
"" the eight, BO ir.ured wpjre the people to such exhihilious, se 
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completely imbued witli a tJisi€ fortlie Iiorrible, and su caroIeW' 
human life, that Ecarcely aa eye woa turned away, ttcorccly a chec4 
grew paler, when a diaabling gaali ivna received, or a mortal bloi 
driven home ; and mothers ivith babies in their arms would bit 
the child turn its head to ivatch the death-pang on the palt 
(ace of some proab'atc gladiator, 

LiciniuR had looked upon carnage in many forma, yet, 
grave disapproval sat ou iJie general'fl noble features. Once, after 
a glance at his kinswoman's eager face, he turned from her with 
geature of anger and disgust ; but Valeria was too intent upo 
the Bcene enacted within n few short paces to spare attention fol 
anything besides, except, perhaps, the vague foreboding of evil 
that was gnawing at her heart, and to which such a moment of 
suspense as the present afibrded a temporary relief. 

Rufus and Manliua had been pitted against each other by lotu 
i'he taller frame and greater strength oPthe former were eupposet^ 
to be balanced by the latter's exquisite slcill. Collars and bracO' 
lets were freely offered at oven value amongst the senntors and" 
oquestriana on each. While the other pairs were waging theif^ 
strife with varying success in different parts of the amphitheatre^ 
tliese had found themselves struggling near the barrier close; 
under the seat occupied by Valeria. She could hear distinctly, 
their hard-draivn breath ; could read on each man's face thp 
stem set expression of one who has no hope save in victory 
for whom defeat is inevitable and instant death. No wonder, 
she sat, so still and spell-bound, with her pale lips parted nui 
her cold hands clenched. 

Tlie blood was pouring from more than one gash on the giant' 
naked body, yet KuTus seemed to have lost neither coolness not 
strength. He continued to ply his adversary with blow on bIiJWi_ 
preaaing him, and folloiving him up, till he drove him nearly 
against the barrier. It was obvious that Manhua, though still 
unwounded, waa overmatched and overpowered. At lenglli 
Valeria drew in her breath with a gasp, as if in pain. II 
eeemed as if she, the spectator, winced from that fiital thrust, 
which waa accepted so calmly by the gladiator whom it pierced. 
Itufus could scarcely believe he had succeeded in foiling hia 
adversary's defence, and driving it deftly home, so unmoved 
was the familiar face looking over its diield into his oivr 
steady and ekilliiil was the return which instantaticoualy 
ceedcd his att<ick. But that iocc was glowing paler and palec 
with every pulaation. Valeria, gazing with wild fixed eyes, 
saw it wreathed in a strange Bad smile, and Manliua re'iled 
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and fell wlicre he stood, brealting Iiis svioti as he went down, 
and burying it beneath hiR body in the Band. 

The other strode over liiia in act lo Btrike. A natural 
impulse of habit or self-presei-valion bade the fallen man baU 
raise his arm, with the gesture by ivhich a gladiator wan 
accuHtonjed to implore the clemency of the populace, but he 
recollected himBelf, and let it drop proudly by hia eide. Then 
he looked kindly up in his victor's face. ' Throiigh the heart, 
comi-ade,' said he, quietly, 'for old friendship's sake;' and lie 
never ivinced nor cjuaiied when the giant drove the blow honie 
with all the strength that he could muster. They had fed at 
the same board, and dmuk from the iiame wine-cup for years ; 
and this waa all he had it in his powei- to bestow upon his friend. 

Tlie people applauded loudly, but Valeria, viho had henrd 
the dead man's last appeal, felt her eyes fill with tears; and 
Moriamne, wlio hiul raised her head to look, at this unlucky 
moment, buried it once more in her kinsman's cloak, Hick and 
trembling, ready to faint with pily, and dismay, and fear. 

I- a ahout was ringing through the amphitheatre Ihat roused 
Jewish maiden effectually to the bunnesa of the day. It liod 
begun in some far-off comer with a mere whispered muttering, 
and hod been taken up by spectator after spectator, till it swelled 
into a wild and deafening roar. 'A Pati'ician ! a Patrioian 1 ' 
vociferated the crowd, thirating fiercely for fresh escitemcnt, 
and ])allcd wilh vulgar carnage, yearning t« see the red blood 
flow from some scion of an illustrious house. The tiunult soon 
reached such a height as to compel the attention of Vitellins, 
who summoned Hippias to his chair, and whispered a few 
sentences in his ear. Tliis somewhat calmed the excitement ; 
and while the fencing- master's exertions cleared the arena of 
the dead and wounded, witli whom it was enciunbered, a general 
stir might have been obaerved throughout the assemhlago, while 
each individual changed his position, and disposed himself moi-e 
comfortably for signt-seeing, as is the custom of o crowd when 
■a ythinR of especial interest is about to take place. Ere long 
^^ sippuB and Oarses wore obsen-cd to applaud loudly ; and 
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their example being followed by thoueands of imitiibire, 1 
clapping of hands, die Etiuuping of feet, the cheers, and othae 
vocii'ei'BlionB roM with redoubled vigour, while Julius Pkcidut 
fiteppcd gracefully into die oentre of the arena, and made hi^ 
obeiBance to the crowd with hia usual eoay nnd sojnowhat ia» 
Holent bearing. 

The Tribune'n appeai'&ncc wii.-t woll ealculatud to exoite thv 
admiration of the spectators, no mean judges of the human forn^ 
accustomed aa they were to Bcim and criticise i ' 
state of perfection. His graceiiil Jignrc was naked and unarmed^ 
Rave for a white liuoa ttmic reaching to the knee, and althongll 
he wore rings of gold roimd hia ankles, Ilia luet were bare ta 
ensure the necessary speed and activity demanded by his mod* 
of attiick. His long dark locks, carefully curled uid perfiimee 
for the occasion, and bound by a single golden fiUet, floated 
carelessly over liis neck, while hie left shoulder was tastefiil^ 
draped, as it were, by the folds of the dangling net, eprinklecl 
and weighted with small leaden beads, and bo diqioaed as tc 1 
whirled away at once without entanglement or delay upon 1 
deadly errand. His right hand prasped the trident, a threi. 
pronged lance, some seven feet in length, cajiable of inflicting a 
fatal wound; and tlie fiourieh with which he made it qujve( 
round his bead displayed a practised arm and a perfect know-t 
ledge of the oiFensive weapon. 

To the shouts which greeted him — ' Placidus 1 Placidus I ' 
'Hail to the Tribune I' 'Well done the Patrician OrdEztl 
nnd other such demonBtrBtioaa of welcome — he replied by bow" 
iiig repeatedly, especially diiecting Itis cotu-teaiea to that portiod 
of tlie amphitheatre in which Valeria was placed. With all hi* 
acuteness, little did the Tiibune guesa how hateful he y 
moment to the very woraaa on whose behalf he was j 
engage in mortal slrife— little did he dream how ewi 
her vows for hie speedy humiliation mid defeat. Valeria, dtttti|f 
. there with the red spots burning a deeper crirasoa in her cheeks,' 
and her noble featiues set in a mask of stone, would bave asked 
nothing better than to have leapt dovni from her seat, snntehed 
up Bword and buckler, of which she well knew the use, and done 
iMttJe with him, then aud there to the death. 

The Tribune now walked proudly round the arena, nodding 
fainiharly to his friends, a proceeding which called jbrth nipture* 
of applause from Damasippns, Ourse^ and other of his clients 
aud freedmen. He baited under the chair of Ccesar, and saluted 
Cie Emperor with maiked deference ; then, taking up a coo- J 
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flpumotis poEiiioo in the centre, trod Jeaning on liis trideni, Beeine<t 
lo ftwait die aniTEil of his BntiigcniHt. 

He WBS not kept long in snspense. With his eyes riveted on 
Valeria, he observed iho fised colour of her cheeks gradimlly 
fliiffuEing iace, neck, and bosom, to leave her tM pala as mtirble 
when it faded, and turning round he beheld hia enemy, marHhallwl 
intti the liata hy Ilippiaa and Hirpinua — the ktter, who had slain 
hia man, thus finding himself nt liberty t» afford counBoI and 
countenunce to hia youiig friend. The snonta which gi'eeted lh'> 
new comer were neither bo long nor so lasting as tliose that did 
honour to the Tribune ; nevcrthelesB, if the intereat excited by 
ench were to be calculated by intensity rather than amount, the 
ilaye'a Huflragea would haTe far exceeded those of his advereary. 

Mariamnc's whole heart was in her eyea as she Welcomed the 
glance of reoognition he directed exclusively to her ; and Valej-ia, 
turning from one to the other, felt a bitter pang shoot to her 
very raaJTow, aa alie inatinctivdy acknowledged the eaistence of 
tirml. 

Even at ihnt moment of hideous siiBpense, a host of maddening 
feelings rushed through the Romnn lady's brain. Many a fim< 
burnt peasant woman, jostled and bewildered in the crowd, envied 
that aumptuoua dama with her place apart, her stately beauty, 
her rich apparel, and lier bla/ing jewels ; but the peasftat woman 
would have rued the exohange had she been forced to t^ke, with 
these advantages, the passions that were laying wasle Vatoriu's 
heart. Wounded pride, alighted love, doubt, tfear, vaoillation, and 
remorse, are none the more cndunihle for beiog clothed in costly 
raiment, and trapped out with gems and gold. 

While Maxlamne, in her singleness of heart, had hut one great 
and deadly feap — that he should fail — Taleiia found room for a 
thousand aturietioa and miagivings, of conflicting tendencies, and 
chafed under a distressing Doneciousneea that she could not Butiafy 
hereell'what it was she most dreaded or desired. 

Unprejudiced and uninterBsted spectators, however, had but 
one opinion as to the chances of tlio Briton's suocess. If an}^ing 
could have added to the enthusiasm called forth by the appear- 
ance of Piacidus, it was tlio patrician's selection of so formidable 
an antagonist. Esca, making hisotaeieanoe to Ctemr, in the piida 
of hJB powerful form, and the bloom of his youth and beau^, 
armed, moreover, with helmet, shield, and sword, which he car- 
ried with the ease of one habituated to their use, appeared ni 
invincible a champion as could have been chosen Irom the whole 
btnan empire. 
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Eveii Hii'pmua, aJbeit a. nian expenunued in the TmceiiainlioS; 
nf such conteafa, and cautions, if not in giving, at least in backing 
liiB opinion, wliisipered lo Hippias, that the patrician looked Itki 
a mere child by the side of Iheir pupil, and offered to wager t 
llagon of the best Falemian ' that be was carried out of the aresa^ 
feet foremost within five minutes after the iirat attack, if h« 
missed his throw I ' To which the fencing-master, true to hia 
habits of reticence and assumed superiority, T0\ichsafed no reply 
save a contemptuous smile. 

The adverBitties took up their ground with exceeding caution, 
No advantage of buu or wind WiLs aliowed to either, and having 
been placed by Hippias at a distance of ten yards apart in tha 
laiddle of the arena, neither moved n limb for several seconds, as 
they stood intently watching each other, themselves the centre on 
which all eyes were fixed. It was remarked that while Esca'a 
opau brow hore only a. look of calm resolute attention, there waa 
au evil smile of malice stamped, aa it were, upon the Tribune's 
face — the one seemed an apt representation of Courage aoA.: 
ytrengtli — the other of Hatred and Skid. 

' He carries the front of a conqueror,' whispered Lieiniua t»' 
his kinswoman, regarduig his slave with looks of anxioaaapprovah. 
* Trust me, Valeria, we ahall win the day. Eaea will gain his 
freedom ; the gilded chariot and thewhita horses ahaU bring him, 
and me to your door to-morrow morning, and that gaudy Tri- 
bune will have had a lesson, that I ibr one shall not be sorry to 
liave been the means of bestowing on him.' 

A bright smile lighted up Valeria's face, but she looked from 
tlie speaker to a dark-haired givl in the crowd belcw, and the 
expression of hei' countenance changed till it grew as forbidding 
as the Tribtme'a, while she replied with a careless laugh : 

' I care not who wins now, Lieiniua, aince iiiey are both ii 
lists. To tell the truth, I did but fear the coiirage of this TitaQ 
of yours might lail liim at t!ie last moment, and the maf«h b 
not be fought out ailer all, Hippias tolls me the Tribune i 
be)jt netsman he ever trained.' 

He looked at her with a vague surprise ; but following tho 
direction of his Idnswoman's eyea, he coiUd not but remark the 
obvious distress and agitation of the cloaked figure on which they 

Maiinmne, when she saw the Briton fairly placed, frant to 
front with his adversary, had neither sti'engui nor coui'age foe 
more. Leaning against Ciilclias, the poor girl hid her face in hoi 
hands and wept as if her heart, would break. Mjrrhina, who, no 




I'tefwe than her miBtresa, could have borne to be absiail from euoh 
B Bpectaole, had forced her wny iuto the crowd, acconi panic d b^ a 
few of Valei'ia'a favouriw alavea. 

Standing within three paces of the JewcBS, that voluble damsel 
expatiated londly on the appearance of the combatants, and her 
coi'eleBH jeats and Barcasma cut Marianine to the quick. It wan 
painful to hear her lover's personal ijualities canvassed as though 
ho were some handsome beast of prey, and his chance of life and 
death balanced with heortlesa nicety by the flippant tongue of a 
wailing-roaid ; but there was yet a dcei^er sting in store for hej- 
even than this. Myrrhina, having got an audience, was nothing 
lotli to profit by their attention. ' I'm sure,' aaid she, ' whichever 
way the mutch goes I don't know what my miatresa will do, Aa 
for the Tribune, he would get out of hia chariot any day on the 
bare atones to kiss the very groimd she walks on ; and yet, if ho 
dare so much ae to leave a scratch upon that handsome youth's 
fikio, he need never come to our doors again. Wliy, time after 
time have I hunted that boy ail over the city to bring him home 
with me. And it's no light matter for a slave and a barbarian to 
have won the favour of Uie proudest lady in Rome. See how hi- 
looks up at her now, before they begin I ' 

The light words wounded very Bore ; and Mariatnne raised her 
head for one glance at the Briton, half in fond appeal, half to 
protest, aa it were, against the slander she had heai-d. 

What she saw, however, left no room in her loving heart fur 
any feeling save intense horror and auapenae. 

With hia eye fixed on his adversaiy, Esca was advancing, inch 
by inch, like a tiger about to spring. Covering the lower part i>i 
Tua £ice and most of hia body with his buckler, and holding his 
short two-edged Bword with bended arm and threatening point, 
he crouched to at least a foot lower than his natural statiu'e, and 
eeemed to have every muscle imd sinew braced, to dash in like 
[i^tning when the opportunity offered. A falsa movement, he 
well knew, would be fatal, and the difficulty was to come to cloae 
quartera, tia, directly he was ^vithin a certaiu distance, the deadly 
Mst waa sure to be made. Placidus, on the othor hand, stood 
perfectly motionleBs. His eye was unusually accurate, and he 
conld trust his practised arm to whirl the net abroad at the esaci 
moment when its sweep would be irreaiBtible. So he remained 
in the same collected attitude, his trident shiiled iuto the left 
hand, liia right foot advanced, his right arm wrapped in the 
""" ' rt'J folda of the net which hung acroES hia body, and 
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ooTeted die whjie of his left aide and Bhouldar. Once he 1 
& BQomAil gibs and mnile to draw bis enemy from hu guard) 
but in vain ; and tliough Esca, in return, made a feint with the ; 
name object, the fiinner'a attitude remained inunovable, and the 
latter' a snake -like advance contimied with increasing caution aai 
vigilance. 

Aa inch beyond the fatal distance, Eaca halted o 
Beveral seconda the combatants thus stood at bay, and the hundred -J 
thousand spectators crowded into that spactous amphiiheatre held] 
their breath, and watched them like one man. 

A-t length the Briton made a false attack, pi'epared to spring ^ 
back immediately and foil the netsman'a throw, but the wily 
Tribune waa not to be deoeiyed, and the only reaolt was that, 
without appearing to abift hia ground, he moved an arm's length 
fteorer his adversary. Then the Briton dashed in, and this drae 
in fierce earnest. Foot, hand, aud eye, all together, and i 
mpidly, that the Tribune's throw flew hm'mless over his ownil^ 
ant's head, Flacidus only avoiding hia deadly thrust by the ent^., 
like activity with which he leaped aside ; then, turning round, h^ 
scoui'ed across the arena for life, gathering his net for a fresh cast 
aa he flew. 'Coward I' biased Valeria, between her set teeth;* 
while Mariamne breathed once moi-e — nay, her bosom panted, an*^ 
her eye sparkled with something like Criiimj>h nt the approacMnj 
climax. 

She waa premature, however, in her satisfaction, and Tnleria^ 
disdain waa also undeaerved. Though apparently flying fiw h 
life, PlaciduH wait as cool and brave at that moment as when h< 
entered the arena, li^r and eye were alike on the watch for tti 
slightest talse movement on the part of his pursuer ; and ere h 
had half crossed the lists, his net waa gathered up, and foldci 
with deadly precision onae more. 

The Tribune especially prided himself on his speed of foot, 
waa on this quality that he chiefly depended (br cafety in a « 
test which at first eight appeared so unequal. lie argued fri 
the great etrengCh of his adversary, that the latter would not ba 
eo pre-eminent in activity aa himself; but he omitted to calculAtfl 
the eSecta of a youth spent in the daily labours of the chaa^ 
amongst the woods and mountains of Britain. Those following 
feet had many a time run down the wild goat over its nattvi 

raster and fa.tttT fly the combatants, to the intense deligll 
of the crowd, who specially affect thia kind of combat for tU 
pastime it thtis afforfls. Speedy as is the Tribune, his foe drawl 
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Brarer and nearer, and now, close to where Slariflmne atanda wi'b 
OEklchoH, ho k within a striile of hia anta^nift. His arm is up 
to Btrike I when a womnn'a shriek rings through the nniphitheali'o, 
Rtortling Vitellius on hii throne, (ind the «word flien aimleesly 
from the Briton's graap na he fljla forward on hia face, and the 
impetus rolJB him brer and over is the aanO. 

There ia no chance for hiiu now. lie ia Ecarcelj down ero the 
net whirls round him, and he is faLilIy and belpleasly entangled 
in ita folds. Martamne gnzca stupedcd on the prostrate form, 
with stony face and a iixed unmeaning siare. Valeria eprings 
to her feet in a sudden impnlae, roi*getting for the moment where 
die is. 

Placidus, Btriding over hia fallen enemy with his trident raised, 
and the old sneering amile deepening and hardening on hia Skav, 
observed the cause of hia downfall, and inwardly congratuluted 
himself on the lucky chance which had alone preTButed their 
poflitiona being reversed. The blood was streaming from a wound 
in Esca's foot. It will be remembered that where Manliua fell, 
his sword was biu-icd under him in the sand. On removing hia 
dead body the weapon escaped obaervation, and the Briton, tread- 
ing in hot haate on the very spot where it lay concealed, had not 
only been severely lacerated, but tripped up and brought to the 
ground by the snare. 

All this flashed through the conqueror's mind, aa he aUxsil 
erect, prepared to deal a blow that ahoidd close aU acoounta, and 
looked up to Valei'ia for the fatal sign. 

Maddened with rage and jealousy; sick, bewildered, and 
scarcely conscioua of her actions, the Eonian lady was about to 
give it, when Liciniua seized her arms and held them down by 
force. Then, with a numeroua party of friends and clienta, he 
made a strong demonstration in favour of mercy. The speed of 
foot, too, displayed by the vanquished, and tlie obvious cause of 
hia discomfiture, acted favourably on the majority of apectatora. 
Such an array of hands tuined outwards and pointing to the 
earth met the Tribune's eye, that he could not but forbear his cruel 
purpose, so he gave his weapon to one of the attendante who had 
now entered the arena, tack his cloak &om the hands of another, 
and, with a graceful bow to the apectutors, turned scomiully away 
from his fallen foe. 

Eaca, expecting nothing less than immediate death, had hia eyes 
fixed on the drooping figure of Mariamne ; but the poor girl had 
I nothing since hia fall. Her last moment of cousciousnesa 
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showed her a cloud of dust, a confused mass of twine, and an 
ominous figure with arm raised in act to strike ; then barriers 
and arena, and eager faces and white garments, and the whole 
amphitheatre, pillars, sand, and sky, reeled ere they faded into 
darkness ; sense and sight failed her at the same moment, and 
Bhe fainted helplessly in her kinsman's arms. 
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7"ODNDED, vaniittisihed, transfeirecl firom hig kind maBter, 
and fmtliei- from liberty than Gver, Eecn's was now incieod 
ptinbic lot. The Tribune, entitled by llia very terms of tiis 
'' 'r> lbs UTb aud persoU of his nnlagoDii^t, was not tlio man 
TO lorego this advantnge by any act of uncalled-for freneroBity. 
lii the Briton he believed be now po.'^aessed a tool to u8o with 
effect, in furtherance of n work which the sediiotire image of 
VaJeria rendered every day more engrOHsing; an aiuciliary by 
whose aid he might eventually etaiid tii-st iu the good graces of 
the only woman who bad ever obtained a masteiy oyer his un- 
yielding diapositiou and acltleh heart. None the more on Uiia 
account did he cherish the captive, nor alleviate his condition aa 
a slave. From the effects of hia injury, Esca could not be put to 
any harder kinds of labour, but in all menial offices, however 
WHS compelled to take liis slinre. Different, 
ia condition here from what it had been in the 
ttice of the high-minded Licinius, and bitterly did he feel ibe 

mitting to sarcasm, insult, continued ill-treatment, and 
annoyance, the noble barbarian would have failed under the trial, 
had it not been for a few well- remembered words, on the truth 
of which Calchas had so oilen insisted, and in which (for when 
e human thoughts without an earthly leavening 7) Mariamiie 
I cberisli an implicit belief. Those words breatlied 
leand consolation imder the very worst mlsfortimeB that lita 
|tld offer; and Esca suffered on, very alent, and tolerably 
ail allliough, perlians, there wna a fiercer fu-e smoulderiitg id 
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fais breast than would have boea approved by Iiis 
monitor— ft fire that oiJy waited occasion to blaze c 
more dangeroualj for being tins forcibly Buppresaod. 

Witt a malicious pleasure, natural to hia disposition, Placidti 
compelled the Briton to perform several domestic oiEcea whio 
brought Lim about his person. It flattered the Tribune's valuta 
to have continually before hia eyea the athletic fi'ame he waa BO 
proud to have overcome; and it pleased him that hia friends^ 
guesta, and clients should be tbua led io converse upon his late 
encounter, which had created no small gossip in the fashionabla 
■world of Rome. It happened, then, that Esca, while preparing 
hismaslfir'sbath, was startled to hear thenamethat was never long! 
out of his own thoughts spokea in aoaeuts ofcaution and aecresy by 
the Tribune himself, who was in the adjoining apartment, holding ' 
close consultation mth Ilippias the fencing-master and the two: 
freedmen, Damasippua and OarseR. AU were obviously intereste 
in the subject niidor discussion, and, believing theiaselreB sal 
from eavea-droppers, spoke energetically, though in tones some 
what lower than their wont. 

He started, and tlie blood ebbed painfully from hia heark 
' Mariamnc 1 ' yes, the word was again repeated, and wliile Oaraei 
said something in a whisper, he could clearly diatinguish the 
'JVibuue'a low mocking laugh. 

It was plain they were unaware of his presence ; and, indeed, it 
was at an earlier hour than usual that he had made ready d 
unguents, perfumes, Etiigil, and other appliances indispensnblt 
to the luxurious ablutions of a Roman patrician. The bath^ 
room was inside tiio favourite apaiiuent of Placidua, where I 
was now holding counsel, and could only be entered through tht 
latter, from which it was separated by a heavy velvet curtaini 
Eaca, surrounded by the materials of the toilet, had been sitting 
for a longer time than be knew, lost In thought, until nrouaed by 
the mention of Mariamne's name, 'ilius it was that the foiu 
others believed the balli-room empty, and their conversatian 
unheard. 

Anxious and excited, (he firlton aoarcdy dared to draw hit 
breath, but crept cautiously behind the folds of the heavy curtain^ 
and listened attentively. 

The Tribune was walking to aad Ho with the restless motiOQ* 
and stealthy gait of a IJgcr in its cage. Hippias, seated at Ida e, 
upon a couch, was examining the device of a, breastplate, w 
his usual air of good-humoured superiority ; and Damasippn^ 
a|>pealing witli admiring loctks to Oarses, who responded in kiodf 
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to endorse, as It were, witli a depwdent't mute ajipmTal, 

the DpinlonB ftnd oLservations of liia ptiCt-oa. 

' Two-lhirds of the Legions bave Blready oome ovi:r,' mid 
Piacidus, Tapidlj enumerating tbe ibruoa on whioh VeHpajriaii'« 
party could count. ' In Spain, in Gaul, in Britain, tlie soldien 
have declared openly against Vitelliua, Tiie Eurvender (il 
Cremona can no longer be concealed from the meanest populace. 
Alejcandria, the granary of the empire, liaa fallen into the liand* 
of Vespasian. Those dusln" knavea, thy comitrymen, Oareea, will 
Bee US HWrve, ere tiey fiond ua BUppllea under the present dynasty ; 
and think ye our greasy plebeians here ivill endure the girdle of 
(amine, thus drawn tighter, day by day, round their lu.TUiiouK 
]iaiuiGheH ? The Iteet at Misenuui was seaiired long ago, but the 
neivB that Cniar oould not count upon a single gailey in blue 
wat6F, only reached the capital to-day. Then the old Praelorians 
are ripe for mischief; you may truat them never to forget nor tfl 
forgive the disgrace of last year, when the chosen band virox 
broke, dismissed, and, woi-st of (dl, deprived of rations aud pay ; 1 
tell thee, Hippiaa, those angry veterana are ready to take tbe 
town without assistance, and put old and young to the sword. 
Fail ! it is impossible we can fail ; the new i^rty outnumbers the 
old by ten to one 1 ' 

' You have tuld off a formidable list,' replied Hippias, quietly ; 
' I cannot see that you are in need of any further help from me 

FlaciduB aliota sharp questioning gjanoe at the fenoing-tnaater, 
nnd resumed: 

' Half the numbers that have given in their adhesion to 
Vespaaiaa would serve to put my chariot-boy on the throne; 
Automedon'a long curls might be bound by a diadem to-morrow, 
were he the favourite of tbe houi', so lar as Kome is concerned. 
You know what the masses are, my liippias, for it is your trade 
to pander to their tastes, and rouse their enthusiasm. It is true 
that tbe great general ia, at this moment, virtually I'uler of tbe 
empire, but a pebble might turn the tide in the capital. 1 would 
not truot VoHpasian'H own tion, young and diBBi{iated an he ia, 
could he but make a snatch at Uie reins with any hope of holding 
them firmly when once within his grasp. Tltus Flaviua Domi- 
tian might be emperor to-mnrrow, if he would be satisfied to 
wear the purple but for a week, and then make room for some 
one else. Nay, the people are fidde enough to be capable of 
turning round at any moment, and retaining our present admir- 
■ ■ ruler on the throne. Rome must be coerced, my Hippias i 
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the barbers, and cobblorR, and watw-cariiera must be kept down 
and iatimidated ; if need be, we must cut a few gnr!iclt-breo thing 
throats. It may be necessary to remove Creaar himself, leat the 
reactionary feeling should burst out again, and we should " ' 
ourseh-cs left with nothing for our pains, bat the choice of a 
of poison, a gasp in a halter, or three inches of stflel. We fnurt^ 
succeed this time, for not a man need hope for pardon if C»aar »' 
thorougJily frightened. Hippias, there must Ijc no half-i 

' Well said 1 ' exdaimed (he freedmen in a breath, with yerf 
pale faces, uererthelesa, and an enthusiasm obviously somewhat 
ngainsC the grain. 

Hippias looked quietly up from the breast plate resting on his lapk 

' There will be showH,' said he, ' and blood flowing like watep 
in the Circus, whoever wears the purple. Wliile Rome standfl, 
the gladiator need never want for bread.' 

'Now you speak like a man of senae,' replied the Tribune, il 
the eame tone ; ' for after all, the whole matter reeolvea iteel| 
into a mere question of money. The shows are tolerably Incra' 
tive, at least to their contriver, but it takes many a festival c-^ 
tlie sestoroea count by "tens of thousands ; and Hippias lov 
luxury and wine, and women, too — nay, deny it not, my comeU 
hero ; and if the Family and their trainer could be hired at a "" ' 
price, for an hour's work or so, why they need never enter 
arena again, save as spectators ; nay, poorer men than their cbie 
might be have sat in the equestrian rows, ere now,' ' 

' Tou want to hii'e my chickens and myself for a forlorn hope,' 
retorted Hippias, impatiently. ' Better vuj so at once, and I 
plain with me.' 

' It is even so,' resumed Placidus, with an assumption of e3 
tteme candour. ' For real woik I have few I can depend apoi 
but the old Prtetoriana; and though they stick at nothing, ther 
are hardly enough of them for my ptirpose. With a chosen tw 
hundred of thine, my dealer in heroes, I could command Rome f<^ 
twenty-four hours; and when Placidas soars into the Eky,hecar ' 
Hippias on his wings. Speak out; thy terms are high, but Bi 
a game as oura ia not played for a handful of pebbles or a fe^ 
brass farthingn. What is the price, man by man ? ' 

' You would require two hiindred of them,' observed the other 
reflectively. ' Five thousand sesterces* a man, and his frcedoiD| 
which would come to nearly as much more.' 
' About fori ypoundHstorlhig. 



THE I.lSTKNIIiO SLAVE. 



1.53 



* Tb« killed not to count, of course,' bargained die IVibuoc. 

' Of course not,' repeated Hippias. ' Listen, moat tUnatiiijus ; 
I will take all cliances, and supply the best men I Itave, Ibr 
eight I.bonBaud a head. Two hundred swordsmen wlio would 
take Pluto by the beard withont a acruple, if I only lifted my 
liand. Lads who can hold their own against thrice their number 
of any legion that was ever drilled. They are ready at two 

He was speaking truth, for Hippias was honeitt enough in his 
own particular line. Amongst the thousands who owed their 
profeaaional standing, and the very bread they ate, to the cele- 
brated fencing-master, it was no hard task to select a company of 
dare-devils, siioh as he described, who would desire no better 
sport than to see their native city in (lamea, with the streets 
kcee-doep in blood and wine, while tliey put men, women, and 
children indiEcriminately to the sword. The Tribune's eye 
brightened, as lie thought of the fierce work he could accomplisii 
' ' IS these ready to his hand. 

>v me, from to-day,' he answered, looking round 

s though to assure himself that he was only 

11 hifl confidence. ' My plan cannot but succeed 

md caution. 
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I, and thyself, my Hippias, I bid to sup with e 
of die band shall be distributed by twenties anion 
streets opening on the palace, preserving their 
thus : one man at a time must continually pass froi 
the next, until every twenty has been changed. Tma seciu'ea us 
from treachery, and will keep om: cut-throata on the alert. At » 
given eignal, all are to converge on the middle garden-gate, which 
will be found open. Then they may lead the old Pnetorinna tn 
the attack, and take the palace itself by assault, in defiance of 
any resistance, however desperate, that can be made. The Ger- 
man guard are stubborn dogs, and must bo put to the aword 
directly the outer hall is gained. I would not have them bum 
down the palace if they can help it; but when they have done 
mi/ work, they are welcome to all they can cairy out of it on their 
backs, and you may tell them so.' 

Hippias noted in his own mind this additional incentive with 
conaderable satisfaction. After a moment's pause, ho looked 
fixedly in the Tribune's face, and enquired : 

' How would you wish your guests armed for the Bupper-jarty I 
.'fflm ll we bring our knives with uij kind host?' 
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Piacldua fltuhed a ilftrk x*A, and than grew pali 
his eye* from Hippiss, while be enawered : 

' There are few WeapooB so true 10 tlie diort two-edged Hword^ 
There will be work for our brave little party infdde the palSoO, 
of which wo must make no bungling. Is it euch a grave matter, 
my Hippiaa, to liay a fnt old man ? ' he added, enquiriagly. 

Tlie other's face ORBumod an exprefiuoa of intents ilixgust. 

' Nay,' BaJd he, ' I will have no murder done in cold bloodi 
As much fighting as you plenic, in tlie way of buHineas, but we 
are no hired asiBauna, my men rdA I. To put one OKnar off the 
throne, and another on, is a pretty night's amuHeraent enough, 
and I have no objection to it ; but to lAke an old man out of hii 
l)ed, even though Ite be an emperor, and slay him aa you elay a 
fat iheep, I'll none ofit. Send for a butcher, Tribune ; this is no 
trade of ours I ' 

Placidus bit his lip, and eeemed to think profoundiy for a 
moment, then hia brow cleared, and ha reaumod with a light 

' Far bo it from me to offend a gladiator's acruplcB. I know 
the morals of the Family, and respect their prejudices, Half th« 
money shall be in your hands within an hour ; the rest ahall bt. 
paid when tlie job is done. I think wo understand each otliiH 
well enough. la it a bargain, Ilippiaa? Can I depend upoa 

The fenoing-masI«r was not yet eatisfied. ' About the guestaf' 
he aakcd, sternly ; ' how ai'e we to pay for oiir supper 7 ' 

Placidus clapped him on tlie ahouJder, with a jovial laugh. '1 
will be frank witli thee,' said ha, ' old comrade. Why slionld 
there he secreta between thee and me 7 We go ii'om my Hnpper- 
lable to the palace. We ent«r with tlie stoniing-party. I know 
the private ttpartmenta of tho Emperor. I can lead our little 
band direct to the royul preaanco. Here we will i-ally round 
Vitelliua, and take his sacred person into our charge. Hippias, I, 
will make it ten thousand aeatcrcea a man, for each of the ten, 
and thou shalt name thina own price for thine own servioen, 
But the Emperor must not escape. Dost thou imderstand 

' I like it not,' replied the other ; ' but the price is iSiir enough, 
and my men mnst live. I would it could be so arranged that 
some resiatancc might be mode in the palace ; you slay a rr. 
much easier witL his helmet on and his Bword in Lis hand ! 

'Poohl prejudice 1' laughed the Tribuno. 'Professional 
fancies that spring from thj coarse material trade. Blood Itavea 
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HO tDOT« itun than wine. You And I have ipilt enough of both 
in our time. Whiit mattor, a throat cut or b crncked flagon of 
Falernian ? Dwh a pitcher of ivater over a marble (ioor likn 
this, and you vrasli away the agne of hotli at once. Said I not 
well, DamaEippiu ? Why, what ails thee, man 7 Tliy face hw 
turned aa white as thy gown 1 ' 

DainBBippHfl, indeed, ivhose eyes were fixed upon the floor to 
which his patron had just atladed, presented, at thin juncture, an 
appearance of intense terror and amatement, The IVecdman'* 
mmilh was open, hia cheeks were deadly pale, and his veiy hair 
brietle with dismay. Pointing a shaking flnger to the 
of marble nt hia feet, lie could only stamiiier out in broken 
: • May the godi avert the omen I ' over and over again. 
others, following tlie direction of his gaze, wei'e no leM 
_ liahed to aee a narrow atream of crimson winding over the 
nnooth white floor, as though the rery slonea protested Bgntnst 
ilie IVibune'a reckleas and inhnman sentiments. For an instant 
all stood motionless, then Placidus, leaping at llie velvet curtain, 
lore it fiorccty open, and discovered the cnuae of the phenomenon. 

Listening attentively for Rome fui'tlier mention of the nonje 
that had roused his whole being, not a aylliible of tlie foregoing 
converantion had been lort Upon Esca, who, kneeling on one knee, 
;ith his wounded fool hent under him, and his ear a|)plied close 

■the heavy folds of the curtain, had never moved a hoir'a-breadth 
hia attitude of fixed and absorbing attention. 
tiiia constrained position, the wound in his fbot, which woa 
yet healed over, had opened aireah, and though he was him- 
Helf uncoasdouB of all but the cruel and treacherous scheme he 
overheard, it bled so freely that a dark stream stole gradually 
beneath the curtains, and crept gently along the marble to the 
very feel of the horror-stricken Damasippus. 

£Bca sprang to hia full height ; in that moment his blood 
curdled, as it had done when he waa down upon the Band, with 
hia enemy'a eye glaring on him through the cruel net. He knew 
the Tribune, and he felt there was no hope. 

The latter laughed loud and long. It waa hia way of covering 
all disagreeable emotions, but it boded no good to the object o( 
Ilia mirth. 

When Esoa heard that laugh be looked anwously about him 
aa though to seek a weapon. What waa the use ? Ka stood 
wounded and dcrencelcas in the power of four reekleaa men, of 
whom two were armed. 

''Hold himt' exclaimed Flacidua to his freedmen, drawing at 
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the Hame timo a short two-edged sword from ita ahcath, 
unfortunate for the barbarian that lie Jias Jearned o 
The necuaaity ia disagreeable, but tliere ia wily one way of ii 
Buring silence. My bath, too, in prepared, bo I can spaia him fi 
to-day, and my freedmen will see that hia place ia supplied bj 
to-morrow. Hold hiui, cowards I I say ; do you fear that ha m " 
bite you J ' 

Neither Damaaippiia nor Oaraea, however, seemed much i 
dined to grapple with the stalwart Briton, Wounded and oi 
ntmibered as he was, without a chance of rescue or escape 
there was yet a defiant carriage of the head, a fierce glare in ii>^ 
eye, that wai'ncd tlie freedmen to keep hands off him an long asi 
they could. They looked at eacli other irreaolutely, and slirant 
from the patron's glance. 

That moment's hesitation saved him. Hippiaa, who regardeij 
every six feet of manhood with a brave heart inside it as hia own 
peculiar property, had besides a kindly feeling for hia old pupili( 
He put his muscular frame between the master and the alave. 

' Give him a day or two, Tribune,' said he, carelessly. ' I ca 
find a better use for him than to cut his throat here on thii clea 
white floor, and aa equally safe one in the end, you may be sure 

' Impossible, fool I ' answered Plaeidua, angrily. ' Ho ht 
heard enough to destroy erery hair on the head of each of ui 
He must never leave this room ahve I ' 

' Only twenty-four hours," pleaded the fonoing-master, wh» 
well knew how much at that time in Home a day might bring 
forUi. ' Put him in ward as close aa you will, but let him liv» 
till to-morrow. Hippias aska it as a favour to himself, and yoi 
may not like to be refused by him, when it is your turn. What 
if I should flay " No " in the private apartments of th-j pake 
Come, let us mate a compromise.' 

The Tribime reflected for a moment. Then etrihtng his right 
hand into that of Hippiaa, 'Agreed,' said he. ' Twenty-foni 
lioura' grace on one side, mid the sharpest blade in Rome at mj 
dijposa! on the other. Ho 1 Damaeippus, call some of my peopl* 
in. Bid them put the new collar on the slave, and chain him tc 
the middle piUai' in the inner court.' 

The order was punctuaOy obeyed, and Esca found himself 4 
helpless prisoner, buidened with a secret that might save t^ 
empire, and with maddening apprehensions on behalf of l^fariumiU 
(earing at his heart. 
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'ATTACK AND DErKKOB. 

CHAPTER a. 

' ATTACK AND DEFENCE.' 



Such beauty aa Ilie Jeweas's, aliliough bLq seldom wont abroad, 
and led as sequestered a life aa -nan compatible witli die domestic 
duties slie liad to perform, could not pass unnoticed in a place like 

NotirithslandiDg tbe ulter contempt in which her nation was 
lield by its proud conquerors, she had been observed going tc 
market in tbe morning foe the few necesaariea of her houaeholJ, 
or filling her pitcher Iram the Tiber at sunset ; and amongst other 
erii eyes that had rested on her fair young face were those of 
DamasippuH, &eedmau to Julius Placidus the Tribune. He had 
loat DO time in reporting to his patron the jewel he had discovered, 
BO to speak, in its humble setting ; for, like the jackal, Damaaip- 
pua never dared to hunt for himself, and followed after evil, not 
for ita own sake, but for the lust of gold. 

His pation, too, though he had only seen the girl once, and then 
closely veiled, was bo inflamed by the description of her charms, 
on which the dient dwelt at great length, that he resolved tc 
possess bimself of her, in the sheer insolence of a great man's 
whim, promising the ireedman, that after the lion was served he 
should have the jackal's reward. It was in consequence of this 
agreement that a plot was laid of which Eaca overheard but half a 
dozen syllables, and yet enougli to render him very uneasy when 
he reflected on the rucklessnesa and cruelty of him with whom it 
originated, and the alaviah obedience with which it was sure to 
be earned out. It would have broken the spirit of a bravo 
man to be chained to a pillar, fasting and wounded, witli only 
twenty-four hours to live ; and a keen suspicion that the woman 
he loved was even then all unconsciously walking into the toils, 
ndded a pang to bodily suffering which might have turned the 
atoat«st heart to water, but Eeca never lost hope aliogetlier. 
Something he could not analyse seemed to give hiui comfort and 
support, nor was he aware that tbe blind vague trust he was 
beginning to entertain in some power above and beyond himself, 
yet on which he felt he could implicitly rely, was the fii'sl 
glimmer of the tiue faith dawning on hia fioul. 

Poi'hnps the slave in his chain, under seutjimco of death, bore 
a lighter heart than Ids luxurious master, washed, perfumed, and 
~' ' ' Lit in all the glitter of dress and ornament, rollino in 
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his gUded cliariot to do homage to Uia W' 
maBtered his selfieh beart. 

Autoraedon, whose eyes were of the sharpest, remarked that J 
hia lord was nervous aad restless, that hia cheek paled, and hia lip J 
shook more and more as they proceeded on their well-known way^'B 
and that when they neared the portals of VEileria's hoiise QiiM 
Tribune's hand trembled so that he conld scarcely iasten th« ■ 
broooli upon hie shoulder. How white against the ( 
mantle, dyed tivice sud thrice till it hnd deepened almost intofl 
purple, looked those uncertain fingerB, quivering about the claaprfl 
of goldl "■ 

However reckless, unprincipled, and cunning a mnn may be, h^fl 
is inevitably disarmed by the woman he really loves. This it^ 
even the case when, his affection is returned ; but when he hafl 
fallen into the hands of one who, disliking hici personally, havV 
resolved to rnolce him her tool, his {situation is pitiable iudeed^f 
These hopeless passions, too, have in all ngea been of the fiercertl 
and the most enduring. Ill usage on the one side or the otttecfl 
has not produced the effect that might be expected, and th^'J 
figuratiTe shirt of Neasus, instead of being torn off in shreda and 4 
east away, baa been &t offener hugged closer and closer to the 
skin, burning and blistering into tie very mnn 

It generally happens, too, that the suitor, whose whole eidet- 
ence seems to hang upon hia success, blimdera into the coursi J 
that leads him in a direction exactly contrary to his goal, 
pretty sure to say and do the wi'ong thing at the ^v^ong time. Hn 
offers his attentions with a pertinacity that wearies and ~ 
withdraws them with a precipitation so transparent a 
remark. When he should bo firm, he is plaintive ; when he i 
expected to iie cheerfiil, he turns sulky. To enhance his ovrt' 
vfttue he becomes bonstfiil to the extreme verge, and aometime 
b*yond it, of the truth ; or in order to prove hia devotion, hS 
makes himself ridiculous, and thereby deals the final and suicid * 
blow, if such indeed be necessary, that is to shatter like glass tl 
fabric of hia hopes. 

The Tribune knew women thoroughly. He could plead i 
lack of experience, for ignorance of that intricate and puzsliil 
labyrinth, a woman's heart. He had, indeed, broken more thaSI 
one in the process of eTaniination, and yet the boy Automedon, 
Htting by hia aide in the chariot, with the wind hfting his goldrai 
curls, would hardly have been guilty of so many false move- 
ments, such mistakes both of tactics and strategy, as disgraced till 
tord's conduct of die unequal warfare he wagid with ValoriaJ 
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Vat thit engnipang affection, Hbiined on<l aelfli^h as it waa, consti- 
tuted perhaps t!ie one redeeming quality of the Tribune's 
character ; afforded the only incentive by which his butter and 
manlier feelinga could be aroused. 

Possibly Valeria expected him. Women iiave strange inatincta 
on Mich matters, which seldom deceive. 8he was dressed with 
the utmost magnificence, as Chough conscious th.tt simplicily 
could have no chnrma Sue Plocidua, and sat in a spteudour nearly 
regal, keeping Myrrhina and the reit of her maidena within call. 
Lovers are acute observeia ; as he walked up the cool Bpacioua 
court to greet her, he saw that she wag gentler, and more fnngiud 
than lier wont ; aho looked wearied and unlmppy, as thotigh Hhe, 
too, acknowledged the sorrowB and the weakneeaea of her Hex. 
Loyer-like, he thought this unuHiuil shade of softness became her 
well. 

For days she had beau fighting with her own heart, and she 
had Buffered aa such undisciplined natures must. The strife had 
left ita traces on her pale proud laoe, and nhe Mt a vague unac- 
knowledged yearning for repose. The wild bird had beat her 
winga and ruffled her plumage till she was tired, and a ekdllftil 
fomler would have taken adrantage of the renationto lure her into 

Perhaps slie had been thinking what happiness it mait be to 
liavo one in the world in whom she could confide, on whom slie 
could rely ; one loyal manly natiu'e on which to rest her woman's 
heart, with all its caprices, and weaknoesea, and capaaity for lovo ; 
perhaps slie may have been oven touched by the Tribune's un- 
idtaken devotion to herself, by the oonstanoy which could with- 
itaod the allurementa of vine, and even the distractions of political 
intrigite ; perhaps t«-day ehe disliked him less than on any 
former oocaaion, though it could hardly have been for hia sake 
that her eye was heavy, and her bosom heaved. If bo, whatever 
f^VOiur he had unconsciously gained, was as unconsciously destroyed 
by his own hand. 

Ha approached her with an air of assumed confidence, thut 
DiiiBkod only too well the agitation of his reid feelings. 

' Fwr Valeria,' said he, ' I have obeyed your oonunandfl, and 
I come like a faithfiil servant to claim my reward.' 

Now a woman's commands are not always inteuded to be 

literally obeyed. Under any circumstances she seldom likes to 

be reminded of them ; and as for claiming anything from Valeria, 

why the very word roused all the rebellion that was dormant in 

~*~~i; nature. At that instant rose on her mind's eye the scene in 
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tha amiiliitbsatre, the level Band, the tossing a 
hoaree roar of the orowd, the etroiig irhito limba and the yellow 
looks lying helpless beneath a dark vindictive lace, and a glitttei 
of uplifted Bteel. Htnv she liated the conqueror then I How she 
hat«d liini now ! 

She waa clasping a bracelet carelessly on her arm, the faic 
round arm he admii-ed bo much, and that never looked so ihir and 
round aa in this gesture. It waa part of hia lorture ta make her* 
self as attractive aa she could. 

Her cold eyes chilled him at once. ' I had forgotten all abo^^ 
it,' atid nhe. ' I am obliged t« you for reminding me that 1 a." 

Though somewhat hurt, he answered courteously, ' Thei-e i^ 
be no debt from a mistreaa to her slave. You know, Vnlertaj 
lliat all of mine, even to my life, is at your dispoaaL' 

' Well ? ' slie asked, with a provoking persistency of mia- 
Bjipreheoaion. 

He began to lose hia head ; he, ordinarily so cahn, and ciimiingi 
and Belf-reliant. ' 

' You bade me enter on a difficult and dangeroua underlok* 
ing. It waa perhaps a lady's caprice, the merest poaaible whim. 
But you expressed a wish, and I never rested till I bad accom- 
plished it,' 

' You mean about that wretched slave,' said she, and the coloiu 
rose feintJy to her cheek. ' But yoii never lulled him after all.' 

How little he knew her 1 This, then, he thought, was \bA 
cause of her coldneaa, of her displeaaure. Esca bad in some waV 
incurred her ill-will, and she was angry with the conqueror vim 
had spared him bo foolishly when in his power. What a heart 
must this be of hers that could only quench its resentment itf 
blood I Yet he loved her none the less. How the fair round 
ami, and the stately bead, and the tmii of tLe white ehotildtf 
maddened him with a longing that was almost akin to rage. Hfl 
caught her hand, and pressed it fervently to hLs lipa. 

' How can I pleaae you ? ' he exclaimwl, and his voice trembled 
with the only real emotion he perhaps had ever felt. 'Ohl 
Valeria, you know that I love the very ground you ti'ead on.' 

She bade Myrrhina bring her some embroidery on whicli ilui 
girl waa buaied, and thus effectually checked any further out- 
[louring of sentiments which are not coavenieutly espresseS 
witliin eaiahot of n third person. The waiting-maid took h^ 
seat at her mistress's elbow, her black eyes dancing in mflliciom 
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'Ib tliat all yoa have to tell nic?" rcwimed Valeria, witli a 
smile in which coquetry, indifference, and conscious powei' were 
admirnbly blended: ' Words nre but empty^air. My faToiir is 
reserved for those who win it by deeds.' 

' He. shall die 1 I pledge yon my word he aliall die ! ' ex- 
claimed the Tribune, atill misunderstanding the beautiful enigma 
on which he had set hLi lieart. ' I have but spared him tjjl I 
should know your pleasure, and now his fate is sealed. Ere this 
time to-morrow he will have croseed the Styx, and Valeria will 
repay me wilh one of her brightest smiles.' 

A shudder she could not auppresa swept over the amoolh while 
skin, but die suffered no truce of emotion to appeur upon her 
countenance. She had a game to play now, and it must be 
played steadily and crafUly to insure success. She bade Myrrhinn 
fetch wine and fiiiit to place before her guest, and while the 
waiting-maid crossed the hall on her errand, she suffered the 
Tribune to take her hard once more — nay, even returned its 
caressing clasp, with an almost imperceptible preesure. He waw 
intoxicated with his success, he felt he was winning at last ; and 
the jewelled cup that Myrrhina brougiit him, us he thought all 
too soon, remained for n white suspended iu his hand, while he 
uttered fervent protestations of love, which wore received ivith an 
equanimity that ought to hiive convinced him tliey were hope- 
lessly wasted on his idol. 

'You profess much,' said she, 'but it costs men little to 
promise. We have but one failliful lover in tlie empire, and he 
19 enslaved by a barbarian princess and another man's wife. 
Would i/ou have turned back from all the pleasures of Eome, to 
fight one more campaign ngainst those dreadfid Jews, for the 
sake of Berenice's sunburnt lace ? ' 

' Titus had consulted the oracle of Venus,' replied the Tribune, 
with a nieaning smile ; ' and doubtless the goddess had piomised 
bini a double victory. Valeria, you hioio there is nothing a man 
will not dare to win the woman he loves.' 

' Could yoM be as true? ' she asked, throwing all the sweetness 
of her mellow voice, all the power of her winning eyes, into the 

' Try me,' answered he, and for one moment the man's nature 
was diimged, and he felt capable of devotion, self-sacriHce, fidelity, 
all that conatatutes the bei-oiam of love. The nest, nature reasserted 
her sway, imd he was counting the cost. 

'for your barbipiian,' said Valeria, careless-Iy, 
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allor a pause. 'Myrrhiua loves liim, and — und )i 
him to me I will take liim into my household.' ' 

PlaciduH eLut a piercing glance at the wuiUng-iuaid, Had t 
well-tutored ^auiael coat down her ejne and tried to bludt 
There was aoinethuig, too, in Vaiaria'a manuer that did not wtjsj^ 
him, and yet he was willing to believe iMore than he hoped, alM 
nearly all he wished. 

'I seldom atk for anything,' resumed Valeria, raising faS 
head with a proud petulant geataie of which she knew the fti 
effect. ' It is far easier for mo to grant a favour thfra to imploi^ 
one. And yet, I know not why, but I do not feeJ it painful ti 
beg anything to-day from r/mt I ' 

A soft smile broke over the haughty face while Rhe Bpokc, t 
she raised her eyes and looked fnil into his for an instant, ere i 
]owei«d them to toy with the bracelet onoe more. It was 
deadliest thrust she had in all her cimning of fence, the «a' 
tagonist could seldom parry or withstand it; woiild it ibil hiA 
in their present encounter ? He loved her as niuoh ai ailch 1 
nature can love, but tlie question was one of life and death, ( 
it was no time for child's play now, as Esca was in poaseaaior 
a secret that might annihilate his lord in an hour. The TribuM 
was not a man to sacrifice his very existence for a woman, eva 
though that woman was Valeria. He heeitated, and she, marldi^ 
his heaitatjon, turned pale, and shook with raga. 

'You refuiie me I ' said elie, in accents that trembled eitJi^ 
with suppressed fliry or lacerated feelings. 'Vou refuse i 
You, the only man living for whom I would have en loweral 
myaelf. The only man I ever stooped to entreat. Oh 1 it is t()l 
much, too much.' , 

She bowed her head in her hands, and as the wealth of browl 
hair showered over her white shoulders, they heaved as if sh< 
wept. Myrrhina looked reproachfully at the Tribune, 
muttei'ed, ' Oh ! if he knew, if he only hietv I ' 

In his dealings with the other sex, Placidua had alwaya t 
of opinion that it is better to luitie B knot than to cut it. ' Fai 
Valeria,' said he, ' ask mo anything but this. I am pledged B 
slay this man within twenty-four hours; will not that oontefl 



The exigency of the situadon, the danger of him for whom dl 
had conceived so wild and foolish a passion, sharpened ht 

Eowera of deception, and made her i-ecklesa of her own fueling) 
er own dogmdation. Shaking the hair back from her templa 
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'beautifiil in her disorrlei' nud Lee tf^te, she looked with wot eym 
in th« Tribimo's face, while die replied: 

' Do you think I care for the bai-barian ? What difierenoe can 
it make to Valeria if such as this Briton were slain by hecnfombs ? 
It is for Myrrhina's eake I griere ; and more, &r more than ihia, 
to think l^t you can refose me anything in the whole world 1 ' 

Duplicity was no new effort lot the Tribune, He had often, 
ere now, betaken himsell'to this mode of defence when driYcn to 
his last ward. He raised her hands respectfully to hie lips. ' Be 
it as you will,' said he ; * I make him over to you lo do with hini 
what you please. Escn ia your property, beautiful Valeria, Irom 
this hour.' 

A diirk thought had flitted through his bratti, that it would |it^ 
no Biicli diificult matter to deBtroy an inconvenieut witnesn, and 
retain the lavour of an enacting mistress at the tame time. It 
was but a grain or two of poigon in the alaye's last meal, and hn 
might depart in peace, a doomed man, to Valeria's maaaioa. Ue 
would take the ohaitoe o( hia ailence for thn few hours that inter- 
vened, and afler all, the rarings of one whose brow waa already 
stamped with death, would arouse little Huapicion. Afterwards 
it would be easy to pacify Valeria, and shift the blame on Homo 
aver-zealoua fVeedman, or officioua client. He did not calculate 
on the haate with which women jimip to conclusions. Valeria 
clapped her hands with imusual glee. ' Quick 1 Myn-hina,' raid 
slie, ' my tahiata to the Tribune. He ahaU write the order hore, 
and my people can go for the sIetc and bring him back, befoie 
I'laddua daparta.' 

' Nay,' iiiterpoaed the latter in aome confuaion, ' il is indis- 
pensable that 1 go home at once. 1 have already lingered heri- 
too long. Farewell, Valeria. Ere the aun goes down, you shall 
see that Placidua ia proud and hspjiy to obey your lightest wliiju.' 

With these words, he made a low obeisance, and, ere hiH lio.ttcK* 
coUld slop him, had traversed the outer hall, and mounted in liin 
chariot, Valeria seemed half-stupified by tHa pudden departure, 
but ere the roll of his wheels had died away, a light gleamed in 
her eyes, and aimimoning the little negro who had lain unnoticed, 
and coiled up within call during tlie interview, she bade him 

Eutand see which direction the chariot took, then she stared 
f in Myrrhina's face, and burst into a f^trange half-ehokjuij 
: , 



CHAPTER in. 

' FUUENa QUID FfESIINAi' 

'The chariot haa turned into theFlaminiaa Way,' said Iheun^'i 
running breathlessly back to his niiatreHa. ' Oh ! bd fast I bo fast 1 
and he clapped hia little black hands ivith the indeacribabl 
delight all children take in rapidity of moTement, 

' The Flaminian Way I ' repeated Valeria. ' Ha muet go r» 
by the Great Gate and the Triumphal Arches to get home^ 
Mjm'lLina, if we make haste, we shall yet be in time.' ' 

In leas than ten minutes, the two women had crossed the widJ 
pleoaure-grounds which sldrted Valeria's mansion, and had U 
themselves out by a pasa-key into the street. Bo complete, how 
ever, was their transformation that the most intimate fi-ieni 
would have failed to recogaiao in these shrouded, hnrryinj 
Hgures, the iashionable Roman lady and her attendant. A wj{ 
of curling yellow hair covered Vieria'a nut-brown ta'csaea, 
the lower part of her face was concealed by a mask, whilst i 
rhina, closely veiled and wrapped in a dark-coloured man 
stained sjii threadbare with many a winter's storm, looked 1 
lome honest child of poverty, bound on one of the humbll 
Errands of daily plebeian life. 

Aa tliey tripped rapidly along a narrow and little 
street; one of the many inconvenient thorouglifarea which" Nerol 
great fire had spared, and which still intersected the magnificena 
of the Imperial City, they had to pass a miserable -looking hi 
with a low shabby doorway, which was yet secured by at 
fastenings of bolts and bars, aa though its tenant had suffloieCI 
motives for affecting privacy and retirement. The women looka.^^ 
meaningly at each other while they approached it, for the dwelli 
ing of Petosiris the Egyptian was too well known to all who let 
a life of pleasnre or intrigue in Eome. He it was who provide! 
potions, love philtres, charms of every description, and whomdia 
superstitious of all classes, no trifling majority, young and old, rich 
and poor, mole and female, consulted in matters of interest ani' 
nifcction ; the supplanting of a rival, the acquisition of a heart, saA\ 
the removal of tiiose who stood in the way either of a fortune a 
a conquest. 

It ia needless to observe that the Egyptian's wealth inert 
rapidly; and that humbler visitors had to tura fVom his 
disappointed, dav after day, waiting the leisure of Ihe celebrata 
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But if Valeria hunied broatlileasly ibrough the dirty and ill- 
conditioned Btreet, she stopped ti-anafised when ahe reached its far- 
thest extremity, und beheld the Ttlbiine's chariot, litnitdiiig empty 
in the eliade, aa though waiting for its master. The white horeea 
beguiled their period of inaction in the heat, by Gtamping, snort- 
ing, and tossing their heads, while Automedon, now nodding 
di'owailj, now staring yacantly about him, scarcely noticed the 
figurea of the two women, bo ivetl were they disguised. 

' What can he be doing there?' whispered Valeria, anxiouBly; 
and Myrrhina replied in the same cautious tones, * If PlaoiduH be 
trafficlung for plultrea with the Egyptian, take my word for it, 
iDiidam, there will be leas of love than murder in tlie draught 1 ' 

Then they hurried on faster than before, as if hfo and death 
hung upon the rapidity of their footEteps. 

Far hack, up a naiTow staircase, in a daik and secluded 
chamber, sat Pctosiria, siarounded by the implements of his 
art. Enormous as his wealth was Bupposcd to be, be eufiered no 
symptoms of it to appear, either in his dwelling or his apparel. 
The walla of his chamber were bare and weather-stained, totally 
devoid of ornament, save for a myatic figure traced here and 
there on their aurfece, while the floor was scorched, and the ceiling 
blackened, with the burning liquids tliat liad iallen on the one, 
lud the heavy aromatic vapotu'S that olung about tlio other, The 
magician's own robe, though once of costly materials, and sur- 
roimded with a broad border, on which cabalistic signs and 
nomerala were worked in golden thread, now sadly frayed, was 
worn to the last degree of tenuity, and his linen head-dress, 
wound in a multiplicity of folds, till it rose into a peak Bonje two 
feet high, was yellow with dirt and neglect. Under this gro- 
tesque covering peered forth a pair of shrewd black eyes, set in a 
grave emaciated face. They denoted cunning, audacity, and that 
restless vigilance whicji ai^ed some deficiency or warping of the 
btain, a tendency, however remote, to insanity, from which, witJi 
all their mental powers, these impostors are seldom flee. There 
was nothing else remarkable about the man. lie had the deep 
yellow tint with the supple figure and peculiar nostril of the 
Egyptian, and when he rose in compliment to his visitor, his low 
stature afibrded a quaint conti-ast to his trailing robes and reai 
dignity of bearing. 

The Tribune — for he it was whose entrance disturbed the cal- 

lations on which the nmgician was engaged — aoeosted the 
;r with an air of abrupt and almost contemptuous familiarity. 
Fas evident that rlacidiiH was a good custuniLT, one who 
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bought largely while he paid (Vcely ; and Petomna, 1 ^__ 

Rside all assumption of mystery or pre-oocupation, laughed plea-' 
eantly aa he returned the grcetiug. Yet waa there somelhlng 
jarring in his laugh, something atarding in hia abrupt traoHitiui ta 
the profoundest gravity; and though his araall glittering syei 
betrayed a schoolboy's lave of mischief, glenma shot from them 
at intervala which esprcKsed a diaholica] malice, and lova of evil 
for evil's sake. 

' Despatch, my man of eoience 1 ' said the Tribune, scarcely 
noticing the obeisance and expressions of regard lavished on him- 
by hia hoat. * As usual I hare little time to spare, and leu 
ioclication to enter into particulars. Give me what I want — 
you have it here in abimdanoe — and let me begone out of thia 
atmosphere, which is enough to stifle the lunge of en faoneat 

' My lord 1 my illustrioua patron I my worthiest friend t ' replied- 
Ihe other, with evident enjoyment of hia customer's impatience^ 
' you have but to command, you know it well, and 1 obey. Uave' 
I not served you faithfiiily in all my dealings? Waa not the' 
horoscope right to a minute 7 Did not the charm protect from evil? 
and the love philtre insure success? Have I ever foiled, my 
noble employer 7 Speak, mighty Tribune ; tliy slave listena to 

' Words I words ! ' replied the other, impatiently. ' You know 
what I require. Produce it, there ia the price I ' At the aama 
time he threw a bag of gold on the floor, the weight of which 
inferred that secresy must ooostitiite no small portion of tho' 
bargain it waa to purchase. 

Though he afTected utter unconaciousnpaa, the Egyptian's eyeai 
flaahed at the welcome nhink of Uie metal against the boards;, 
none the more, however, would he ahatain fium taatalioing thei 
donor by aaauming a misapprehension of hia meaning. 1 

' The hour,' said he, ' ia not propitioua for casting a horosoope. 
Evil planeta are in the ascendant, and the influence of the good. 
genius is couuteracted by antagoniatio spells. Thus much I caa 
ifll you, noble Tribune, they are of barbarian origin. Corns; 
again an hour later to-morrow, and I will do your bidding.' 

' Fool I ' exclaimed Placidus, impatiently, at the same timft< 
raising his ibot as thuugli to spurn the magician like a d(^, 
' Does a man give half a helmetlul of gold for a few syllables of 
jargon scrawled on a bit of scorched parchment ? You keep but 

)ne sort of wares that fet«h a price like thia. Let me have ih« 

itrongesit of them 
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Neither the gesture, nor the Insult it implied, were lout on 
Lhe Egyptian. Yet he preserved a calm and imperturbable 
dGmeonour, nhile be continued hia irritating inquiries. 

' A philtre, noble patron ? A love philtre ? Tltey are indeed 
worth any amount of gold. Kluid or tnnlron, vestal virgin or 
Athenian courtesan, three dropH of that clear taateloaa fluid, and 
she ia your own 1 ' 

The Tribune's evil emile was deepening round hia moulh — ii 
was not cafe to jest with him any llu'thcr ; he stooped over tlie 
magician and wkltipered two words in hLs ear ; the latter loolted up 
witli SB expression in which curiosity, horror, and a perverted 
kind of admiratioD, were strangely blended. 

Then hia eyes twinkled once more with the echoolboy'e mirth 
and malice, while he isnsaeked a maaaive ebony cabinet, and 
drew forth a tiny phial from its secret drawer. Wrapping this in 
* thin scroll, on which wns written the word ' Cave ' (beware I) ic 
denota the &tnl nature of its contents, he hurried it into the 
Tribune's handa, hid away the bag of gold, and in a voice trem- 
bling with emotion, bnde hia visitor b^onc, an injunction which 
I'lttcidua obeyed idth hia usual easy cirelessneaa of demeanour, 
stepping daintily into his chariot, as though hid errand had been 
of the most benevolent and harmless kind. 

In tbe meimtime, Valeria, accompanied by her attendant^ had 
reoeiied the Tribune's house, which slie entered with n bold 
tront indeed, but with shaking limbs. Deaptte her undaunted 
nature, all the feara and wcakaesses of her sex were aroused by 
the tadt she had aet herself to fulfill, and her woman's matinci 
l4ild her that, whatever might be her motives, the crossing of this 
notorious threshold was an act she would bitterly repent at some 
liiture time. Myrrbina entertained no each miaglvinga ; she 
looked on the whole proceeding as an opportunity to display 
ber own talenia for intrigue, and make herself, if posable, more 
necesBoiy than ever to the mistress, with whose secrets she was 
so dangerously familiar. 

In the outer ball were loimging a few slaves and freedmeii, 
who welcomed the entrance of the two women with conaiderHbly 
leaa tespeot than one of them at least was accustomed to consider 
her due. Damaaippus, indeed, with a coarse jest, strove to anatch 
away the mask that concealed the lower part of Valeria's face, 
but Bbe released herself IVom his hold so energetically as to send 
him reeling ba'jk half a dozen paces, not a little discomfited by 
the uncipected strength of that shapely white arm. Tlien draw- 
ing herself to her full height, and throwing her disguise upon the 



Aoor, she con^ixinted the astoniahed t-eedman i 
and bade bim slaiid out of her way. 

' I am Valeria ! ' fiaid she, ' and liere by your master's invita 
lion, slave 1 for what aie you better than a mere slave after all 
If I were to hint at your insolence, lie would have you tied tc 
that door-post, in despite of your oitizenahip, and Bcourged ta 
death, like a disobedient lio^md. Pick up tiiose things,' she 
added, loftily, ' and show me, some of you, to the private apart' 
luent of your lord. Mynhina, you may remain outside, bul 
within ctdl.' 

Completelyv^oowed by her demeanour, and no whit rehahing 
the tone in which she threatened liim, Daraasippua did as he waii 
commanded ; while a couple of slaves, who had remained till now 
in the background, ushered the visitor into another apartment 
wliere they left het with many obsequious assurancea tluit tbeii 
!ard was expected home every moment. 

Every moment 1 Then there was no time to lose. How h& 
heart beat, and what a strange instinct it wae that made her fc 
she was in the vicinity of the man she loved I Aa yet she 
ibrnied no plan, she had made no detei'mination, she only ti 
lie was in danger, he was to die, aad come what might, at a 
'ifik, at any sacrifice, her place was by hia side. Imminent 
waa the peril, critical as was the moment, through all the tumuli 
of her feelings, ahe was conscioiia of a vague wild happiness to ' 
near him ; and as slie walked up and doivn the poHahed iloi 
coimting its tessciated squares, mechanically, in her st 
mental e-tcitement, she pressed both hands Lard against 
bosom, as thougli tji keep tlio heart witliin fi-om beating so 
Eeroeiy, and to collect all its energies by sheer alrength and for 

Thiis pacing to and iiii, ruuning over in her mind every 
jiossiblu and iitipossible scheme for the discovery and release 
the slave, whose very prison she had yet to Eearoh out, her 
ear caught the dull and distant clank of a chain. The aoiuii 
reached her from au opposite direction to that of the principa 
entrance ; and as all Eomon houses were constructed on nearh 
the same plau, Valeria had no fear of losing her way among t!ii 
roomy halls and long corridors of her admirer's mansion. S!n 
held her breath as she hurried on, fortunately without meeting i 
human being, (or the household slaves of both sexes had diaposcf 
themselves in shady nooks and cornei-s to sleep away the sultrier 
hours of the day ; nor did she atop till die reached a heavj; 
crimson curlaiii, screening an inner coiuli uared and walled by 
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^ba of white stone Uint relVaoted the sun's raya wilh jKuiifid 
inteosity. Hare she stood still and listened, while her very lipn 
grew white with emotion, then she drew the curtain, and looked 
into the court. 

He had dragged himself as fer ss his chain would permit, to 
gut tie benefit of some two feet of shade close under the stilling 
wall. A wafer-jar, long since emptied, stood on the floor beade 
him, accompanied by a, crust of black mouldy bread. A heavy 
iron collar, which defied alike strength and ingenuity, iraa round 
his throat, wliile the massive links that connected it with an iron 
staple let into the pavement would have held an elephant. It 
was obvious the prisoner could neither stand nor even sit 
■'pright without ooastraint ; and the white skin of his neck and 
shoulders was already galled and blistered in his efforts to obtain 
I'elief by occasional change of posture. Without the key of the 
heavy padlock that fastened chain and collar, Vulcan himself 
could scarcely have released the Briton ; and Valeria's heart sank 
within her as she gazed helplessly i-oimd, and thought of what 
little avail were her own dehcate fingers for such a task. There 
seemed no nearer prospect of help eves now that she had reached 
him ; and she clenched her hand irith anger while she reflected 
Low he must have sufiered from heat, and thirst, and physical 
pain, besides the sense of his degradation and the certainty of his 

Nevertheless, extended there u|xiu the liard gkwiug stones, 
Esca was sleeping as sound and peaceliilly as an infant. His 
head was piUowed on one massive arm, half hidden in the 
cluatei'ing yellow locks that diowered across it, and his large 
sliouldei's rose and fell regularly with the measured breathing of 
a deep and dreamless slumber. She stole nearer sofUy, as ali-uid 
to wake him, and for a moment came upon Valeria's face some- 
thing of the deep and holy tenderness with which & mother looks 
upon a child. Yet light aa was that dainty footstep it distiu-bod, 
without actually rousing, the watcliful instincts of the sleeper. 
He Btirred and turned his face upwards with a movement of iiii- 
paticnco, while she, hanging over him and drinking in the beauty 
tijat had made such wild work with her tranquillity, aa if her Hie 
had neither hope nor fear beyond the ecsta^ of the moment, 
gazed on his fair features and his closed eyes, till she forgot timo 
and place and hazard, the emergency of tho occasion, and tlie 
errand on which she had herself come. Deeper and deeper sank 
I her being tho dangerous influence of tho hour and tlie 
"' r sky above, tha hot dreamy sfiHtude 
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around, and thure, down at her feet— nay, ao near, that, * 
alio beat over Hm, hb Traim breath stirred the very hair upoo- 
her brow — the only Toce of man that had ever dtrilled her Leax^ 
sleeping bo calmly close to her own, and now made doubly dc — " 
by all it had eufliired, all it was lilted to undergo. Lower a: 
lower, nearer ^id nearer, bent htr dainty head to moet t 
ulave's; and aa he atiired onca more in hia sleep, and a qui0 
srails stole over hia unconscious conn to nunc c, her lips ciung R 
his in one long, loving, nnd impnsKioned kiaa. 



CHAPTER rV. 



THK LOVTNQ CUP. 



As he opened Itia dreamy eyes Bhe started to her feot, for voiot 
now broke in on the silenco tliat had hitherto reigned ihrouglioi 
the household, and the tread of alnves bustling to anil fi 
fuinounoed the return of tlioir lord, a master who brooked n 
neglect, aa well they knew, from those who were ia his eervioi 
yiie had scarcely risen from her posture of soothing anil devote 
afieetion ; scarcely had time to shake the long hair oif hur laci 
when Julius I'lacidus entered the coiU't and stood before hur wic 
that inEcmtablo expression of countenance which most she halet 
nnd whidi left her in complete ignorance as to whether or not 1) 
had been in time to witness the caresses she had lavished on tb 
captive. And now Valeria vindicated the woman'a nnturd ( 
which, with all her faults, she partook ao largely. At this critioi 
moment her courage and presence of mind rose with the occasion 
and though, woman-like, she had recourse to disaimuktion, ti\s 
refuge of the weak, there was something on her brow tbatarmiec 
if need wore, she would not ahrink fit>m the bat desperat 
resonrcea of the strong. 

Turning to the Tribune with the quiet dignity and tJie playfii 
sniile that she knew became her so well, she pointed to the ra 
cunibeat figure of the Briton, and said, gently : 

' You gave him to me, and I am here to fetch him. Why ia i 
that of late I value your lightest gift so much ? Placidus, wlui. 
must you think of me, to have come unbidden to your house P 
Then she cast down her eyes and ilrooped her stately bead, 
though ready to sink in an agony of love and ulianie. 

Deceiver, intriguer, aa he had been ever since the down was <m 
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hia ohin^ lie waa no match tor her. He uhoC, indeed, one ahorp 
inquiEilive glance at Eaca, but the elaire'B bewUdeied ga^a reas- 
sured him. The latter, worn out with trouble and piivation, 
waa only half awake, and almoat imagined himaclf in a dreuoi. 
Then the Tribune's looks aoflened aa they rested on hia miiitToas; 
and, although there waa a gleam of niuliciouii triumph on hia 
brow, llie hard unmeaning expreaaion laft his feoe, whicli 
brightened with more of kindnoae and cordiality that was ita 

' II ia no longer house of mine,' said he, ' but of youra, beauti- 
ftil Valeria I Here you are ever welcome, and here you will 
remnin, will you not, with him who loves you better tliati all ihu 
world beddea 7 ' 

Even while he spoke she had run ovur in her mind the esigc/U' 
cies and difSctdties of her position, la that instant of time aim 
could think of Eaoa'a danger, of the necessity that she should 
herself be present to save him IVom the fate with which, for aoitie 
special reason iliat she was also determined to find out, ho wiw 
obviously threatened; of the Tribune's in&moua ciiaractcfr, ami 
her own fair fame, for Cornelia might not hai-e left Kuch n hout-e 
aa that with her reputation tmsoathed, and Valeria could &r icim 
afford to tamper with so fragilo and shadowy a possession thtui liie 
severe mother of the Gracchi. Tot her brow waa unclouded, and 
there was nothing but frank good-huniotii in her tone while she 
replied — 

' Nay, Plaoidus. You know that even we of the patrician order 
fnnnot do always as we would. Surely I have riaked enough 
already ; because — beoauso I fancied you left me in anger, and 1 
could not bear the thought even for an hour. I will but ask you 
for a oup of wine and begone. Myrrhina accompanied me here, 
and «e can return, unknown and unsuspected, as we came.' 

He wished nothing better. A cup of wine, a sumptuous feast 
spread on the moment, garknda of Howers, heavy perfltrnea load- 
ing the sultry air ; soft muwic stealing on the aeiises gently as the 
faint breeise that whispered through the drowsy sliado. All tlie 
voluptuous accessories so adapted to a pleading tongue and so 
dangerous to a willing ear. He had never known them fail ; ii 
should not be the tault of master or household if they proved 
useless now. 

He took Valeria respeotfiiUy by the hand, and led her to the 
large banqueting- hall with as much deference aa though she had 
' ca Ctesar's witfe. None knew better that! the Tribune how 

rupidously all the Iiunoura of W!ir uiuiit bu paid to a fortrerw 
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about to capifuliite. As he benf before her, the phial hehad f 
chased irom Pelosinn [H^eped forth In the bosom of his tunic, : 
her quick eye did not fail to detect it. In an instant 
bock aa though Etumbling on the skirt of Iier robe, and ia t 
action mode n rapid sign to Esca hj raising her hand to 1 
mouth, accompanied by a warning ahake of the head and a glar 
irom her eloquent eyes, that she trusted he would understand 
forbidding him to taste either food or drink till her return. Ono 
more, whilst she made this covert signal, the set and passioolea 
look ciune over the Tribune's jhce. Cunning, cautious as ahi 
might think herself, his snake-like eye had seen enough. At tha 
moment Fkeidua liad resolved Esca should die witliin the houft 
Then those two walked gracefuiJy into the adjoiziing hall, a 
seated themselves at the banquet with a scrupulous cour^y a 
strict observance of the outward fomis of good breeding ; whilt 
the slavea who wailed believed that the whole proceeding was but 
one of tlieir lord's usual afiairs of gallantry, and that the nobU 
pair before them loved each other well. 

Tlie Tribune, like the rest of liia sex, was no large eater whei 
niaking love ; and an appetite tliat cotdd accompany Vitfilliu 
through the moat elaborate banquets of the gluttonous Cieaax wai 
Bitisficd with a handful of dates and a bunch or two of grapes i 
the presence of Valeria. She, too, in her anxiety and agitation 
folt as if every morsel would choke her; but die pledged he. 
host ■willingly in a goblet of red Falemian, with a vague idea tJiw 
every moment she could keep his attention employed was o 
priceless value, clinging almost hopele.'tsly to the chance of obtaia 
ing by some means the possession of the fatal pliial before it W8 
too late. 

He was in high sphits, — voluble, witty, eloquent, sarcaatio, bt 
devoted to her. In the moment, as he hoped, of his triumph h 
could afford to show, or rather to affect, more of delicacy an 
generosity thaa she had believed him to possess, and slie loathec 
and hated him all the more. Once, when, after enunciating i 
sentijnent of the warmest regard and attachment, she caught llu 
expression of his eyes as they looked into her own, bIk 
wildly round the room, and clenched her hand willi 
observe tliat the walls were bare of weapons. He was no stately 
liigh- spirited Agamemnon, this supple intriguer, yet had then 
been aword, axe, or dagger within reach of that white arm, si 
would have asked nothing better than to enact the part of Clyteu 
neati-a. How she wished for the moment to be a man — ay, and 
strong one 1 She felt the could have strangled him there, hatefn] 
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snd smiling on the couch 1 Oh I for Esca'a thews and ainewM ! 
Escii — so fair, and brave, and honest ! Her brain swam when 
she tliought of him chained, like fl beast, within ten paces ol'her. 
An effort jnust be made to pave him at any risk and at nnj- 

Plaoidiis talked gaily on, broaching in turn tliose topics of 
htxury, diasipation, and even vice, which constituted tho every- 
day life of tJie patrician order at Rome, and she forced herself to 
reply witli an alFeoted levity and indifference that nearly drove 
her mad. CEeaai's banquets ; Galeria's yellow head-gear, and the 
bad taate in which her jewels were set, bo inexeiisable in an Em- 
peror's wife ; the war in Jndaia ; the last chariot race ; and the 
rival merits of the Bod and Green factions, were canvassed and 
diamisned with a hght word and a happy jest. Sucli subjects 
inevitably led to a discussion on the arejia and its combatants, the 
magnificence of the late exhibition, and the Tribune's own prowora 
in the deadly game. Placidus turned suddenly, aa if Tecollectin;j 



r, and bade 
I, leaving lover 



n wLich she prided 
1 agony of alarm 



e, whispered an order ii 

an hastened from the r 

ind mistress once more alone. 

The presence of wind and self-command o 

plierself now completely deserted Valeria. In 

r Esca, she jumped at once to the ooncluaion that his doom v 

Mie forth. The Tribune, turning to her with some choice 

Be, half-jest, haif-compliment, was startled to observe her 

le colourless to the very Hps, while her largo eyes shone with a 

Move, minatural hght. Uttering a low stifled cry, like that of 

ae wild animal in its death-pang, she fell at his feet, claj^ping 

a round the knees, and gasped out — 

' Spare him 1 spare him I Placidus — beloved Placidus I spare 

1iim — for my sake I ' 

Her host, whose whole mind at that moment was occupied with 
ChottghtB very foreign to bloodshed, and whose whispered man- 
dale had reference to nothing more deadly than orders for a strain 
■■ of onexpected muric, gazed in astoniahment at the proud woman 
"■'Ims humbled before him to the dust. He had, indeed, intended 
» despatch Esca quietly by poison before nightfall, and so get rid 
Lt once of an inconvenient witness and a possible rii-a! ; but for 
tthe present he had dismissed the slave completely from his mind. 
Wis, aa hour ago, he had allowed himself to harbour such a wild 
Ir&ncy, as that a mere barbarian ehonld have captivated llie woman 
P6b whom he had set his affcctiona, her voluntaiy acceptance of 
l-^whospilnlity and her cordial demeanour since, had di,'p(;llcd ?0 
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foolish and unjuBt a suspicion, wliiiili he wondwed he oouM hai 
enl«rt)iintid even for a moment. 

Now, however, a chill seemed to oiirdle tlie blood about hU 
heart. Very quietly he raised her ftom the floor ; bot, thongt 
he was not conscioua of it, his grasp left a mark upon her wrriat. 
Very distinct and steady were the tones in whicli he BOOthed her, 
nsking courteously— 

' Whoto do you iriali me to spare ? What is it, Valeria f 
Surely yon are not still dwelling on that barbarian slave ? Whd* 
is he, to oome between you and me 1 It is too l«to~too late I ' 

' Nevetl neverl' she gasped out, seizing hia hand in both h« 
own, and folding it to lier breast. ' It ia no time now for eonoeal 
ment ; no time for choice phraaea, and mock reserve, and jkis 
shame ! I love him, Placidus 1 1 lore him !— do you hear 
Grant me but his life. Bad ask me for everything I have in 

She looked beautiftd as she knelt before him o 
bevelled and disordered, with upturned face and Ktreaming Imift: 
It seemed to the Tribune as though a knife had been driven hoiaft 
to hia heart ; but he collected all his energies for a revenge com- 
mensurat« to the hurt, as he threw himself indolently on tile 
couch, a worse man by a wliole age of tuiilice than he had liaM' 
from it a few seconds before, 

' Wliy did you not tell me Booner 7 ' said he, in accents of tl 
calmest courtesy and self-command. ' Fair Valeria ! not mort 
bargains are driven every day in the Foi-um than in the oourW 
of Love 1 You offer liberal terms. It seems to me we harrf 
nothing left to do but to settle the remainder of the ^reement.' 

"What a price was she paying for her intsvference I Not it 
woman in Rome could have felt more deeply tbe deg;radation she 
was accepting ; the insult to which she was submittlDg, I 
through it all fiie was miserably conscious of a &lse move in 
game she had the temerity to play gainst this fbi-midable ndvct^ 
sary. Still Bh« had resolved tliat she would shrink from na 
humiliation to save Escn, and she blushed blood-red with anget' 
and shame as she rose from her knees, liid her face in her handSf 
while she summoned her woman's wit and her woman's poweii 
of endurance to help her in the emergency. 

He, too, had bethought him of an appropriate revenge. Tb# 
Tribune never forgave ; for such an offence as the present it wa*' 
hia natui's to seek reprisals, exceeding, in their subtle cruelly; 
the injury they were to atone. There is no venom so deadly eaf 
a bad man's love turned to gall. It would be fine sport, though* 
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, ti: make her alay this yullow-lioiL'ed diirlitig <if h«n 
filith her own hand. The triumph would he iwraplote, when he 
p^tad outwitwd her at every point, and oould sneer politely over 
tiis dead body of the mitn, and the paesionnU reproaoheB of the 
WOTTUUi. The first step to so tempting a ooneunimatiun was, of 
couTM, to put her off her guard, and for thia it would be neoea- 
Baiy to asaumo Bome naniral diapleHflure end pique ; too open a 
brow would surely aroitae BUBpiciona, so ha epokB angrily, in the 
harali excited tonoa of a genCFOUs man who haa been wronged, 

' I have been deoeived,' said he, striking his baud against the 
board ; ' deceived, duped, soomed, and by you, Valeria, from 
whom I did not deaerre it. Shame on the woman who could 
thus wring an honest heart for the mere triumph of her vanity I 
Ar.d yet,' ha added, with on admirable nppearanea of wounded 
ficHng in hi« lowered Yoioe and telenting aecenta ; ' I can fol^ive, 
beoiiuaa I would not othpra should Kufler aa I do now. Yes, 
Valeria'a wishes are stili laws to me ; 1 toilt apara him Ibc your 
sake, and you shall bear the ne\va to him yourself, Itut he must 
be half dead era thia, of thii'at and exhauntion ; take him a cap of 
wine with your own fair handa, and tell him he will be a frw 
man before Eunsct I' 

While he spoke, he turned from hpr to a aiileboard, on which 
stood a tsU jar of Falemian, flanked by a pair of ailrer goblstfl. 
She had sunk from the oouch beside him, and was rwdng her 
neail upon the table; but elie looked up quickly Ibr a monimit, 
and saw hia buck reflected in the bumiahed surface of a gold VAW 
that stood before her. By the motion of liis ahouldara ahe wan 
aware that he had taken uimeilhing fVotn his bosom while he lilli^il 
Qie wine. The whole danger of t^c altoation Unshed upon her at 
onee ; aha felt intuitively that one of the cupa waa poisoneil ; 
she could risk her Ufa to find out ivhioli. Her toara wei'e dried, 
her nerves were atnmg, br if by magic ; like a different being ahe 
rose to her feet now, pain and beautiful, but perfectly calm and 



' You do lore me, Placidua,' said she, raising one of the 
goblets from tlie aalver on which they etood, 'Such truth as 
yours might win any woman. I pledge you, to show that we an 
Irieiids again at least, if nothing more I ' 

She waa in the act of jrtitting it to her lipa, when he interposed, 
somewhat hurriedly, and with a voice not bo steady as tistial— 

'One momuit I he oxolaimed, taking it l>om her hand, and 
aetting it doim again in its place, ' we have not made our terms 
jet; the treaty must be signed and sealed; a libation mnpt be 
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pimred to the gode. It is a strong rough wine, that Falemian!'' 
fmve some Coan hei'e you would lilte better. You see I have no 
forgotten jotir tastes.' 

He laughed nervously, and hia lip twitched ; she knew noi 
tliat it was the right-hand goblet which held the poison. Bot] 
■were equally fill!, and they stood close together on the salver. 

' And this man could not slay me after all,' ivna the thoxigh 
that for a moment soilened her heart, and bade her acknowledge 
some shadow of compimction for her admirer. Bad aa he wa» 
she could not help reflecting that to her influence he owed thi 
only real feeling his life had ever known, and it made her waver 
but not for long. Soon the image of Esca, chained and proBtratef 
passed before her, and the remembrance of her odiotla bargain - 
goaded her into the bitterest hatred once more. 

She placed her hand in tlie Trihune'swith tlie abandonment of' 
a woman who really loves, she turned her eyea on hia with thl 
Bwinuning glance of which she had not miscalculated the power 

'Forgive me,' she murmured. 'I have never valued you 
never known you till now. I was heartleaa, unfeeling, mad; 
I have learned a lesson to-day that neither of u.^ will ever for 
No, we will never quarrel again 1 ' 

He clasped her in hia arma, he took her to his heai't, liia bi-aii 
reeled, hia Bensea failed him, that bewitching beauty Beemod t 
pervade his being, to surround him with its fragrance like eom 
intoxicating vapora-; and whilst his frame thrilled, and his lip 
murmured otit broken worda of fondness, the white hand throwi 
so confidingly across his shotilder had shifted the position of thi 
goblets, and the heart l^aC beat so wildly against liis own, ' 
doomed ti'ii remorselessly to die. 

She extricated herself from hia embrace, she piit her hair b 
from her brow ; love is blind, indeed, or it must have struck Lirtff 
that instead of blushing with conscioua fondness, her cheek wn« 
as white and cold as marble, though she kept her eyes cast do^ 
us if they dai'ed not meet his own. 

'Fledge me,' said die, in a tone of the utmost sofbiess, and 
forcing a plajrflil smile that remained, csrved as it ware, in fixci 
lines round her mouth ; ' drink to me in token of forgiveness; it 
will be the sweetest draught I have ever tasted when your lipt 
have kissed the cup.' 

He reached hia hand out gaily to the salver. Her heart stood 
EtiU in the agony of lier suspenae, leat he should mark the changi 
rfie had made so wnrily ; but tlie goblets were exactly ahko, am 
he seized the nearest without hesitation, and half- emptied it i 



undo the deed. 
; keepiog her eyes 
3r before her, she 
c for the precious 
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he est it down. Laughing, he \v:ia in the act of handing to her 
what remHined, when his eye firew dull, hia jaw dropped, an-d, 
Biammeriog soroe broken syllablea, he sank buck senselesa upon 
the couch. 

She would have ahuost given Esca'slife a 
But it was no time fox repentance or indecision ; 
off the white vacant face, which yet seemed e 
felt resolutely ia the bosom of the Tribune's tu 
key, and having found it, wallted steadily to the door and liBtened. 
ItwaBwe!lahedidso,fora alave'e step was heard rapidly approach- 
ing, and she liad but time to retiun, on tiptoe, and take her place 
upon the couch ere the domcBtic entered; disposing of the 
Tribune's powerless head upon her lap as though be liad sunk to 
sleep in her embrace. The slave dircreetly retired, but short aa 
was its duration, the torture of those few seconds was hardly in- 
adequate to the guilt that had preceded them. Then she hurried 
throngh the well-known passages, and reached the court in 
which Esca was confined. Not a word of explanation, not a 
ByllabJe of fondness escaped her lips aa slie calmly liberated the 
man for whom ehe liad rialfed so much. 

Mechanically, and like a sleep-walker, she unlocked the collar 
round his neck, signing to him at the same time, for she seemed 
incapable of speech, to rise and follow her. lie obeyoi, scarce 
knowing what he did, astonished at the apparition of his deUvercr, 
and almost scared by her ghastly looks and strange imperioui 
gestures. Thus they threaded, without interruption, thcjiassi 
of the house, and emerged from the private entrance into the : 
silent and deserted street. Then came the reaction ; Valeriu 

luld bear up no longer, aud trembling all over while she clung 
to Esca, but for whose arm she must havo iidlen, she burst iiito u 
uussion of sobs upon his bre^ist. 



CHAPTER V. 
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She had known but few moments of happiness, that proud un- 
beuding woman, in the course of her artiiicial life. Now, though 
gnawing at her heart, tliere was such a wild delight 
tie Briton's presence, such ecstasy in the consciousness of hav- 
aaved Lim, though at the price of a linteful crime, that the 
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pJeasTire kept down, and stifled the pain. It waa a new m 
to cling to that Htftlwwt form and acknowledge him for her lot 
whom otUerB deemed a mere barbarian and a elsve. It in 
intenaa joy to think lliat sjie had penetrated hia noble charaeter 
that she had given him her love unasked, when such a gift coul 
Rloac have saved him from destruction ; and that she had grudge 
no price at which to random him for hereelf. It was die fin 
time in Valeria's whole existence that she had vindicated ht 
woman's birthright of merging her own eatiatenoe in aDother*! 
imd for the moment this engrossing conBaioumiesB aompletel 
altered the whole character and training of the patrician lad] 
Mjrrhina, waking discreetly eonie ten paces behind, could hard! 
believe in the idontitf of that diooping form, ^altering in at 
mi timid in gesture, with her imperioiia and willAil miEtreas. 

This vigilant damsel, who was never flurried nor surprised, k 
tfTected her escape from the domestics of the Tribune's houaehoh 
at the r> '^ent her practised ear caught the light footstep 
Valeria tnaldjig its way to the door ; and although alio s 
expected to see the tatter pacing home with the captive 
aide, as oblivions of her waiting-maid' a exiatance, as of everylhinj 
else in the world, she was quite satisfied to observe that this pr^ 
occupation was the result of interest in her companion. So Ion] 
as an intrigue was on foot, it mattered little to Myrrhina wlft 
might be its oripnatora or ita victims. 

They had not proceeded &ae before Esca stopped, waking v^ 
like a man from a dream. 

' I owe you ray life,' he aaid, in hia calm voice and forei^ 
accent, that made such music to her ear. ' How shall I ever repay 
you, noble lady 7 I have nothing to give but the atrengtli of my 
right arm, and of what service can Bueh aa I be to such aa you rl 

She blushed deeply, and cast doivn her eyea. ' We are no| 
safe yet,' she answered. ' We will talk of this whi 

lie looked before him down the stately street, with its majestit 
porticoes, its towering palaces, and its rows of lofty pillara^ 
Btretchiug on in gmnd perspective till they met the dusky crimsol 
of the evening sky ; and perhaps he was thinking of a free upkuw' 
and blue hills, and laughing sunshine glittering on the mere an 
trembling in the green wood far away at home, for he only anawera 
by repeating her last word with a sigh, and adding : ' Tliere ' 
none for me ; a wanderer, an outcast, and a degraded man.' 

She seemed to check the outburst that was rising to her lip& 
and she kept her eyes off his face, while she whispered 
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* I have determined to save you. Do you not know that ttem 
ia DOthing you can aak me which I will not grant 7' 

He raised her hand to his lipa, but tie gesture partook more 
of the dopendent'e hwnage thnn the lover's rapture. She felt 
instinctively that it was a tribute of gratitude and loyalty, not 
an impassioned caress. For the Bccond time, something seemed 
to ■warn her she had better have left that day's work undone. 
Then she began to talk rapidly of the dangers they might un- 
dergo tVom pursuit, of the necessity for immediate flight to her 
house, and close concealment when there ; wandering wildly on 
IVom one subject to another, and apparently but half-conscious 
of anything she said. 

At last he asked her eagerly, even sternly : ' And the 
Tribune ? What of him ? IIow could you releaaa ms from 
fais power? I tell you, I had the life of Placidus in niy hand, 
as completely as if I had been stuuding over him in the Amphi- 
theatre with my foot on his neck. Would any price have pur- 
chased me from him, with all 1 knew ? ' 

The crimson rose to her brow &a aha answered, hurriedly ! 
' No price I Believe me, no price that man could offer, oi" 
woman either 1 Esca, do not think worse of me than I deserve I ' 

' Then why am I here ? ' he continued, with a softened look ; 
' I would like well to discover the secret by which Valeria can 
charm aiich a man aa Plaoidua to her will.' 

She was very pale now. ' The Tribune will claim you no 
moi'e,' said she ; 'I have settled that accotmt for ever.' 

He did not understand her, yet he di-opped the hand he held 
and walked on a little fiu'tlier from her side. She felt her 
punishment had already commenced, and when Hhe spoke again 
it vng in hard cold aocents quite unlike her own. 

' He crossed my path, Esoa, and he met the fate of all who are 
nuh enough to oppose Valeria. What motives of pity, or love, 
or honour, would avail with Placidus? Wlien did he ever 
swerve a hair's-breadth from his goal for any oonaderation but 
•elf? I knew him, ah 1 too well. There was but one invincible 
argument for the Tribune, and I used it. I slaw hlra — slew him 
tWe, upon his couch ; but it waa to save you 1 ' 

Pwhaps he felt he wb« ungratctul. Pei'hapa he tried to think 
that he, at least, had no right to judge her harshly; that such 
devotion fcr Aw sake sliould have made him look with indulgent 
eye, even on ao fotd a crime as murder ; but lie could not 
control the repugnance and horror that now rose in him for 
-lUs beantilul, rcckleita, and unscrupulous woman; hitt while he 
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)ve to conceal his feelings, aud to mask, ihcm witit an aif Q 
deference and gmtitmle, she knew by the inatmct of love aJl tbat 
was passing in his breast, aud Eufiered, as tliose only can sufFer, 
who Iiftve thrown honour, virtue, conscience, everything to th^ 
wiada, to purchase but the conviction that their alianiefiil sacri-t 
fice has been in vnin. 

She determined to put a period to the tortures she was en* 
during. Ere this, they had reached the street, fi\>tn whicK 
opened tLe private entrance into her own grounds. Mjrrhin% 
though within aight, still kept discreetly in the rear. This w 






, this 
) herself in man; 
impossibly happy 
I'rom some great danger at s 
vith her in triiunpli 
through the deserted streets 
have brought him home her 
gate e-xaolly ii 



t that Valeria had pictui'e<| 
I day-dream, that seemed ' 
1 pass. To have I'anaomed h ^^ 
ime equivalent price ; to have M 
; those two pacing by themaelvei 
at the witching sunset hour ; tq 
iwn, her very own, to this identicall 
; to have none between tliem, none 
watch them, except failiifiil Myrrhina, and to see before her a 
long iiiture of uninterrupted aiiashine, thia it had beea ec 
to dream of — and now it had come, and brought with it a dulL 
sickening sensation that was worse than pain. 

She hod a brave rebellions nature, in keeping with the haugbtj! 
head and stately form hereditary in her line. No scion of tluj 
noble old house would shrink or qviivet under mental, any mart 

^ bodily, torture. Among tlie ancestral busts t' 
graced her cornices, was tluit of one •who endured with a 
set face to watch his own hand shrivelled up and cracklhig in Ui 
glowing ooais. His descendants, male and female, partook s.^^ 
that imAinching character ; and not Mutius Scievola himseli 
ei'ect and stern before the Tuscan king, had more of llie desperatt 
tenacity which sets fate itself at defiance, than lurked under tlu 
5o(l whita akin, and the ready smile, and the voluptuomt beauty 
of proud Valeria. 

She looked prouder and iairer than ever now, as she stopped 
at her own gate and confronted tie Briton. 

' Ton are safe,' she said, and what it cost her to say it uoi 
knew but herself. ' You are free besides, and at liberty t« ^ 
where you will.' 

The rapture with which he kissed her hand while «he spoke, 
tie gleam of delight that lit up his whole face, the intensu ■ 
gratitude with which he bowed himself to the ground before lier^ I 
nuoti! like repeot^.d wtrokes of a daggei' to her heart. 
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She contiimed in accenls of well-acted indifference, though 
a less preoccupied observer might bnve marked the qiuTering 
eyelid and dilated noalril, ' You niaj have frienda Vfhom jou 
long to see — irienda who have been anxious about your safety. 
Though it eeeras,' ahe added, ironically, ' tliey have taken but 
little paina to Bet you out of danger.' 

ICsca was always frank aud honest } tliia woa, perhaps, the charu) 
that, combined with bia yellow lockn aud broad shoiUdera, eo 
endeared him to the lioman lady. She waa unaccustomed to 
these qnalitiea in the men bIic usually met. 

' I have no friends,' ha answered, rather nadly ; 'none in the 
whole of tiiJB great city, except perhaps yourself, noble lady, 
who care whether I am alive or dead. Yet I have one mianiuii, 
for the power of performing which this very night I thank yoa 
for more than for saving my life. To-morrow, it would be 
too late.' 

The tone was less thut of a question Chan an assertion, in 
which ahe forced out the words : 

' It conoemathat dark-eyed girl I Eaoa, do not fear to tell mr 

tthe truth.' 
A faint red stole over t]:e young man's brow. They were 
Vending together within the garden-wall on the smooth lawn 
that sloped towards the house. The black cedars cut clem' and 
distinct against the pure serene opal of the lading sky. A star 
OT two were dimly visible, and not a breath ativred the silent 
(.foliage of the hohn-oaks, folded aa it were in sleep, or the 
flrooping flowei's, drowsy with the very weight of fi'agrance they 
exhaled. It waa the time and place for a confession of love. 
What a mockery it seemed to Valeria to sland there and watch 
hi« rifling colour, and listen to tlie faltering voice in which hi; 
betrayed his secret I 

' I must save her, noble lady,' said he ; ' I must save her this 
very night, whatever else be left undone. Be he dead or alive, 
ehe shall not enter the Tribune's house, whilat I can strike a 

I blow or groap an enemy by the throat. Lady, you have earned 
jay eternal gratitude, my eternal aervice ; give me but 'his one 
sight, and I return to-morrow to bo the humbleat and most 
■willing of your slaves for ever after." 
' And see her no more ? ' asked Valeria, with a choking throat 
pnd a strong tendency to bnrst into tears. 
' And see her no more,' repeated Esca, Badly and reeignedly. 
5liere was no mistaking the tone of manly, unselfisli, and utterly 
bopelesfl love. 
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y&leria paaaed her hand BfiroBs her faat, and tried mora 
once to Bpeuk. At last she muttered in a lioarse hard voice 

' Tou love her then veiy dearly ? ' 

He raised his head proudly, and a smile came on his lipB, ( 
light into hia blue eyes. She remembered how lie had looked tib 
in the arena, when he gave hia salute befoi-e the Imperial chair,. 
She remembered, too, a pair of dark eyes and a pale lace that. 
followed his every movement, i 

' So dearly,' was his answer, ' lliat can I but rescue her I willi 
gladly bargain to give lier up and never even look on her again. 
How can I think cf myself wlien the question u of Aw happineaal 
and her safety ? ■ ' 

Yaleriu with ell her faults was a woman. She had indeed' 
dreamed of an affecticn such as thia, an affection purified fronkj 
the drosB and alloy that conibinea to form so much of what meA 
call love. She might not be capable of feeling it, but, womanlike, 
she could admire and appreciate the nobility of its aapiradotis, 
and the ideal standard to which it Btrebihed. Womanlike, too, 
ehe was not to be outdone in genra^oaity, and Eaca's propoeal of 
returning to her household, and submitting to her will directly 
he had accomplished his errand, disarmed her completely. She 
was not aoouBtomed to analyse her feelings, or to check the 
reckless impulse which always bade her act on the spur of thv 
moment. She did not atop to oonsider to-morrow's repentanofli 
nor the grudging regrets ivliicli would goad her when the escita- 
ment of her self-denial had died out, and the blank that had 
hitherto rendered exiatence so dreaiy would be even loss tolerable ' 
than before. If a shadowy misgiving that she would repent her 
concession het'ealter passed for a moment across her mind, she, 
hastened to repress it, ere it should warp her better intentions | , 
and she could urge him to leave her now, yrith all the mort 
importunily, that she dared not trust her heait to waver for an 
instADt in the sacrifice, 

' You are alone,' said she, calming Iiei-self with a gi*eat efToit^ 
and speaking very quick. 'Alone in this great city, tut you are 
loyal and brave. Such men are rare here and are worth a legion, 
Still, you must have gold in your bosom and steel at your belt, 
if you would succeed. You ehall take both from me, and you 
will tell the dark-eyed girl that it was Valeria who saved her and 
you." Hia blue eyes turned upon her with looks of the deepest, 
the most fervent gratitude, and again the wild love surged up ib 
her heart, and threatened lo awamv every considenticB but iti 
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mm irresiBiible ]oDgiiig. Hie anmrae, however, eeot it ebbing 
coldly back again. 

' We EihAll be ever grateful ; oh 1 that either of us ooiild prove 
it ! We shall nol forget ViUeria.' 

Myrrhina thought her miatreSB had never looked bo qneenlj, 
as when she called her up at this juncture, and bade her fet«h n 
purse of gold from her own cabinet, and one of the awordfl that 
hung in the veetihule, and deliver tliem to Esca. Then, VB17 
erect and pale, Valeria walked towards the house, apparently 
inaenaible to his thanks find protestatione, but turu^ rdund ere 
nlie had raiched the threshold, and gave him her hand to kisa. 
Myrrhina returning from her errand, saw the &ce that wai 
bent over him as he stooped in act of homage, and even that 
hollow-hearted pr! was touched by ita wild, tender, and moumflil 
expression, but ere he could look up, it woe cold and pasaionieBS 
aa marble once more. Then she disappeared slowly through the 
porch, and Myrrhina with all her daruig had not the course to 
ibllow her into the privacy of her own chajnber. 

tatara ahone brilliantly down on the rooft of the great dty— 
that covered in how various a uultitude of hopes, fears, 
wianea, crimes, joys, study, debaucheries, toil, and repose. What 
enormities were veiled by a tile some half an incli thick ! What 
contrasts separaied by a partition of a deal plank, and a crevice 
stopped with morfar I Here, a poor vrom eon of toil, worki:ig 
with bleared eyes and hollow cheeks to complete the pittance 
that a whole day's labour was ineufSoient to attain ; there a sleek 
pampered slave, snoring greasily on his pallet, drenched with 
pilfered wine, and gorged ivith tlie lat leavings of hia master's 
meal. On this ride the street, a whole fiimily penned helpleoKly 
ti^elher in a stilling garret ; on that a spacious palace, with 
marble floora, and airy halls, and lully corridors, devoted to 
the occasion^ convenience and the shameftil pleasures of one 
man — a patrician in rank, & i-eBator in office ; yet, notwithstanding, 
a profligate, a coward, a traitor, and a debauchee. Could tho^ 
roofa have heeti taken off; could those chambera have been bared 
^_ to the milliou eyes of uight that seemed to be watclitsg her ati 
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intently, what a mosE of coiruptioii woult) Imperial Kome han 
laid bare I There were plngue-spote under her purple, festering' 
Bnd spreading and eating into the very mnirow of tbe mistreffl, 
of the world. Up six stories, under the sLinting roof, 
misetable garret, a scene was being enacted, bud as it wi 
below the nightly average of vice and treachery in Rome. 

DiamiBsed from their patron's house when lie had no further, 
need of their attendance, and, so to apeak, off duty for the day, 
DnmafilppuB and Oarses luul betaken themselves to their home i^, 
order to p;'epave for the exploits of the night. That home waa of 
the cheapest and most wretched among the many cheap and- 
wretched lodgings to he found in the overgrown yet crowded 
city. Four bare walls bulging and blbtered with the heat, 
supported the naked rafters on irhich rested the tiles, yet 
glowing from an afternoon sun. A wooden bedstead, rickety and 
creaking, with n coarse pallet, through the rents of which 
etiaw peeped and rustled, ocoujiiod one corner, and a broken jar 
of common earthenware, but of a sightly deagn copied from the 
Greek, half-fiiU of tepid water, stood in another. These consti to ted 
the only furniture of the aparlment, escept a few irregular shelves- 
filled with tmguenta, cosmetics, and the inevitable pumice-stone,, 
by which the fashi.''uab!e Eoman studied to eradicate every 
superfluous hair from his unroanly cheek and lirabs. A broken' 
Chiron, in common plaster, yet showing marks of tmdoubted 
genius where the shoulders and hoofs of tlie Centaur had escaped' 
mutilation, kept guard over these treasures, and fiUod a place 
that in the pious days of the old Eepublic, however hunihlo the- 
dwelling, would have been occupied by the Lares and Penates of' 
the hearth, A mouldy crust of bread slipped from the hd of an 
open trunk full of clothing lay on the floor, and a jar of wine 
emptied to the dregs stood by its ade. 

The two inhabitants, however, of this squalid apartment be- 
trayed in their persona none of the misery in keeping with theit 
dwelliug-place. They were tolerably ivell fed, because their 
meals wei'e usually furnished at their patron's expense ; they 
contrived to be well-dressed, becaiise a decent and even wealthy 
appearance was creditable to their patron's generosity, and" 
indispensable to many of (he duties he called upon them to 
perform — dirty work indeed, but only to be done, nevertheless, 
with clean clothes and an asaui'ed countenance ; so that the 
exterior both of Damaaippus and Oarsea would have offered no 
discredit to the anteroom of Ctesar himself. But they were men 
of pleasure aa the word is imderatood in great cities — men who 
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lived solely for die Hcnsual iaduigeiiceH of the body ; and it was 
their nature to Bpend their gaius, chiefly ill-gotten, in Ihoae 
debasing luxuries, which an insatiable denuuid enabled Komc to 
supply to her public at the lowest posaible cost, to sun llemBelveB, 
VI it were, in the glare of thut gaudy vice wljoh WFilks abroad in 
the BtreetH, and then creep baclt into tlieit loathnome hole, like 
reptiles as they were. 

Damasippiis, whoae plump well-rounded form and clear 
colour afforded a remarkable contrast to the lithe shape and 
Bollow tint of Oareea, was the first to speak. He had been 
watching the Egj-pliaji intently, while the latter went through tlic 
painftil and elaborate ceremonies of a protracted toilet, rasping 
his chin with pumice-stone, Bmoothiag and greasing his dark 
locks with a preparation of lard Hud perfiimed oil, and finally 
drawiug a needle charged with lampblack cai-efully and painfully 
through bia closed eyelids, in order to lengthen tbe line of the 
^e, and give it that soil languishing esprcsaion so prized by 
Orientals of either seic. Damasippus, waxing impatient, then, nl 
the evident satisfaction with which his friend pursued the task of 
adornment, broke out irritably : 

' And of course it ia to be the old story again 1 As usual, 
mine the trouble, and by Hcraules no small share of the danger, 
now that the town is swarming with soldiers, all discontented 
and Ul-paid. Wbile yours, the credit, and very likely the 
reward, and nothing to do but to whine out a few coaxing 
dyllablea, and make yourself as like an old woman as you can. 
No difficult task eifiier,' he added, with a hiilf-sarcaatic, half- 
good-humoured laugh. 

The other lingered before a few incboe of cracked mirror, 
which seemed to rivet hia attention, and put the finishing touches 
to either eyelid with infinite care, ere he replied : 

' Every tool to its own work ; and every man to his special 
trade. The wooden-headed mallet to drive homo the sharp 
wedge. The brute force of Damasippus to support the fine skill 
of Oarses.' 

'And the aword of a Roman,' retorted the other, who, like 
many untried men, was somewhat boastful of hia mettle, ' to hew 
a path for the needlework of an Egyptian. Weil, at least the 
needle ia i:i appropriate hands. By all tiie fountains of Caria thou 
hast the true feminine leer in thine eye, the very swing of thy 
draperies seems to say, " Follow me, but not too near." The clasp 
f Salmacis herself could not have elfected a more perfect trans- 
lation. Oarses, thou lookest a.n ugly old woman to the life I ' 




In truth the Egyptian's diBguise wafl now nearly otrmplet 
The dai'k locks, Mmoothed and flattened, were laid in moda 
bunds about his head; the matronly stole, or gown, gathered ■ 
the tjreast by a broad girdle, and taatened with a handsome eiat 
high on the ahculder, descended in long iweepiog lioei to h 
feet, where it was ornamented by a broad and elaborate flouna 
nf embroidery. Over the whole wan disposed in gracefid iblda 4 
large square ahawl of the finest texture, dark- coloured bat WOTel 
through with glistening golden threads, and further set off by ■ 
wide golden fringe. It formed a veil and cloak in one, n 
might eafuly be arranged to oonceal the figure as well flfl ' 
face of the wearer. Oaraes was not a little proud of the daintjl 
feminine grace with which be wore the head gear, and as h< 
tripped to and bo across the narrow floor of hia garret, it woul4 
have taken a sharper oya than that of kei?n DamaaippUH him" 
self to detect the disguiBe of his wily confederate. 

' A woman, my friend,' he replied, somewhat testily, ' but not 
such an ugly one, aller all ; as thou wilt find to iLy cost wherf 
we betake ourgelvea to the streets. I look to thee, my Dam*' 
HippuH,' he added maliciously, 'to protect thy fiur oompanieA 
from annoyance and insult.' 

Damaaippus was a. coward, and he knew it, Bo be ai 
stoutly : 

'Let them come, let them oome I a dozen at a time if the^ 
wilL Wbat I a good blude and a light helmet is enougji for me^ 
though you put me at half-sword with a whole maniple of gladia' 
tors 1 The patron knows what manhood is, none better. Why 
ahould he have selected Damasippus for this enterprise, but thai' 
he judges my arm is iron, and my heart is oak ? ' 

' And thy forehead brass,' added the Egyptian, scarcely c 
cealing a contemptuous Hmile. 

' And my forehead brass,' repeated the other, obviously grati- 
fied by the comphment, *Nny, friend, the shrinkiiig heart, and' 
the failing arm, and the womanly bearing, are no di^ace, 
perhaps, to a man bom by the tepid Nile ; but we who drink 
from the Tiber here (and very foul it is)— we of the blood c 
Komulua, the she-wolf'a litter, and the war-god's line — are' 
never so happy as when our feet are reeling in the press c 
battle, our hearts leaping to the olaah of shields, and oi 
deafened by the diout of victory. Hark I what is that 7 ' 

The boaster's fece turned very pale, and he hastily unhtiolded 
the sword he had been girding on while he spoke; for a wild^ 
18 cry come sweeping over the roofs of the adjoining house^' 
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riilsg uid fiJling, u it seemed, with die anay of duadly Bttife, 
and bodicg, in ita fierce fluctuatio&B, to some a cruel triumph, to 
Othera a mercileBs defeat. 

Oarsca beard it too. Ills dork&oeBoaroelaoked like awoman'* 
DOW, with its gleam of malioious glee and ezulting cunning, 

* The old Pretoi'ians are up,' said he, quieilj. ' I have been 
expecting this ibr a week. Brave soldier, there will be a fill of 
fighting for thee this night in the eb-eata ; and goodly apoik, too, 
fur the ready huud, and love and wine, and all the Teat of it, 
without the outlay of a farthing.' 

' But it will not be safe to be seen in amiB now,' gasped Dnma* 
Bippua, sitting down on Uie teHler-bed, with a white llabby laoe, 
end a general appearance of being totally unertruiig. ' Besides,' 
he added, with a ludicroua attempt at reaseerting liii dignity, < a 
brave Roman ahotdd not engage in civil war.' 

Oarsee reflected for n moment, undisturbed by a second shout, 
'art made hia frightened companion tremble in every limb; then 
I BBMothed hii brows, and spoke in soothitig and persuasive 

DBS. 

'Dost thou not aee, my friend, how all it in favour of our 

idertakiiig? Had the city been quiet, we might have aroused 

bention, and a dozen chance paseengera half as bravo oa tliyaelf 

L'Hiight have foiled us at the very moment of success. Now, the 

street* will be clear of araflll partie)!, and it is easy for us tfl 

avoid a large body before it approachOH. One act of violenoe 

amongst the hundreds anre to be committed to-night, will never 

igftin be heard of The three or four resolute slaves under thine 

orders, will be taken to belong to one or other of the fighting 

laetions, and thus even the patron's spotless character will escape 

without a blemish. Besides, in auoh a turmoil as we are like 

to have by eundown, a woman might scream her heart out, and 

nobody would think of noticing her. On witli that sword again, 

my hero, and let us go aottly down into the street.' 

' But if the old Frtetoriana succeed,' urged the other, evincing 
a great disinclination for the adventure, ' what will become of 
Cteaar 7 and with Ctesar's fall down goes the patron too, and then 
who is to bear us harmless from the elTecte of our expedition to- 
night?' 

' Oh I thick-witted Ajax I ' answered the Egyptian, laughing; 
' bold and strong in action as the lion; but in oouncO innooent 
aa the Iamb. Enowest thou the Tribime so tittle as to think he 
lyill be on the lofdng side ? If there is tmnult in Rome, and 
revolt, and the city boils and seethes hke a huge flesli-pot casting 
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op its ckoicest morsela to the siirikce, dust thou suppose i 

PlaciduB is not Btirring the fire underneath ? I tell thee that 

come what muy of CiEsar to-night, to-morrow ■will behold t] 
Tribune more popuLir and more powerful than ever ; and I i 
one will beware of disobeying his behests.' 

The last argument was not without its efiect DamaaippvB 
though much against the grain, waa persuaded Ihat of two perfi 
he had better choose the least; and it Epeaka well for the a 
cendnncy gained by Pliioidus over his followers, that the clever 
and more daring Imavc. should have obeyed him imhesitatiag 
from Belf-interest, the ruffian and the cowai'd from fear. Dam 
sippus, then, girding on his aword once more, and aaauming t 
warlike a port as waa compatible with his sinking heart, marche 
down into the street to accompany his disguised companion e 
their neferioua undertaking, with many personal fears and mi 
givings for the result. 

How different, save in ita disquietude, waa the noble e 
at the same moment seeking repose and finding none, within hal 
a bow-shot of the garret in which these two knaves were plot 
ting. Despite his blameless life, despite liia disdnguisbed c 
Caius L, Liciniua sat and brooded, lonely and eorrowflilj i 
stately home. 

In that noble palace, long ranges of galleries and chambei 
were filled with objects of art and taste, beautiful, and costly, axt 
refined. If a yard of the wall had looked bare, it would liav 
been adorned forthwith by some trophy of barbaric i 
in warfere. If a comer had seemed empty, it would have beai 
at once filled with an esquisite group of marble, wrought ii " 
atilt life by some Greek artist's chisel. Not a recess in that p 
of building, but spoke of comfort, complete in every respect, an< 
the only empty chamber in the whole waa its owner s heart, Naj 
more than empty, for it was haunted by the ghost of a belovo 
memory, and lie happiness that waa never to coma aj^ 

Cold and dreary ia the air of that mysterious tenement where 
wo buried our treasures long ago. Cold and dreary, like ths 
atmosphere of the tomb, but a periume hangs about it still, 
because love, being divine, ia therefore eternal ; and though thg 
turf be laid damp and heavy over the beloved head, our tears 
fall like the blesaed rain from heaven, and water the very baiv 
rennesa of the grave, till at length, timmgh weary patience aoA 
humble resignation, the flowera of hope begin to spring, and faith 
tells ua they shall bloom hereafter, in aTiollier and a better world 

Licinius wap I'ery lonely, and at a time of life when, perhaps 
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s most oppresaiye to the mind. Youth has bo much 
lL.tD anticipate, is bo full of hope, ia no Eanguiae, no d.'vring, that ila 
" own dreama are aufficient for iia suaieiianoa ; but in middle age. 
J have ali'cadj found out that the mirage is but Band and 
Bunshine after all ; tliey look forward, indeed, still, yet only fl-oni 
habit, and because the exciCament that was once such intoxicating 
raptui'e, is now but a necessary stimulant. K they have no ties 
of family, no affections to take them out of themBelves, they 
become pompous triflera, or despondent recluses, according as 
their temperaments lead them to inordinate self-importance or 
exoBBBive humility. Not so when the quiver is full, and the 
hearth is merry with the patt«r of little feet, and the ring of 
childish laughter. There is a. charm to dispel all the evil, and 
call up all the good, even of the worst man's nature, in the soft 
while brow, pure fi'om the stamp of ain and care, in the bold 
blight eyes that look up so trustingly to his own. There is a 
Bense of protection and responsibility, that few natures are so 
depraved as to repudiate, in the household relationship which 
acknowledges and obeys tjie lather as its head ; and there is no 
man so caJlous or so reckless, but he would wish to appear 
nobler and better than he is in the eyes of his child. 

Liciciufl had none of theao incentives to virtue ; but the lofty 

uxture aud the loviug heart that could worship a memory, and 

i leel that it was a reality still, had kept him pure from vice. He 

f ])Hd never of late attached himself much to anything, till Ebcs 

I .became an inmate of his househeld ; but Bince ho had been in 

p-tiiabits of daily intercourse with the Briton, a teeling of content 

md well-being, he would have found it dii£cult to analyse, hod 

jpadually crept over him. Perhaps he would have remained uu- 

p^onBoioua of liis slave's influence, had it not been for the blank 

occasioned by his departure. He missed him sadly now, and 

wondered why, at every moment of the day, he found hinisel 

thinking of the pleaaant familiar face and Ironk cordini smile. 

So much alone he had acquired grave habita of reflection, even 
of that self- examination which is so beneficial an exercise when 
impartially performed, hut which men no rarely priiotifle without 
a self-deception that obviales all its good eflecte. Thifi evening 
he was in a more thoughtful mood than common ; this evening, 
more than ever, it seemed to him that his was au aimless, jruitlees 
I lift; that he had let tlie material pleasures of existence slip 
I dirough his Angers, and taken nothing in exchange. Of what 
pi Brailed his toils, his enterprise, his love of country, his self- 
al, his endurance of liardahip and privation ? What waa he 
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the better now, that he had marched, and watched, 3Dd bled, aai 
prenerred whole coloniea far the empire; and eat glorion*, crowned 
with laurels in the triumphal car? He looked round on hig 
stately valla, and the trophiealJiat adorned thejn,thiiikiDg thewhile 
that even such a homo as tliia might be purchsBed too dear 
at the expense of a life-time. Gold and marble, corridors and 
colnmna, ivory couches and Tynan oarpeta, were those equiva- 
lents for youth's toil and manhood's care, and at last a desolate 
old aga7 Wliat was this ambition that led men so iireaiatibly 
\ip the steepest paths, by the brink of such fatal preolpioes T 
Had he ever experienced its temptationa? He scarcely knew; 
ho could not realise them now. Had Guenebia lived, mdeed, and 
had she bean his own, he might have prised honour and renown, 
and a name that was on all men's lips, for her dear aake. To 
Bee tha kind eyea brighltn ; to coll up a Bmile into the beloved 
face, that woidd surely have been reward enough, and that would 
never be. Then he ftll to thinking of the bright days when they . 
were all-in-ail to eaoh other, when the very dty seemed &irer, 
while he watched for her whit« dress under the oak-tree. Wtui 
he not perfectly happy tlien 7 Would he not at least have been 
perfectly happy could he have called her, aa he hoped to do, hia 
own 1 Honesty answered. No. At the very best there was a 
vague longing, a something wanting, a sense of insuffioieney, d 
insecurity, and even discontent. If it wasao tlien, how had it been 
sinoeT Faaaing over the sharp auddeu stroke so numbing hia 
seuaeH at the time, that a long interval had 1o elapse ere he 
awoke to its ftdl agony — passing over the subsequent days of 
yearning, and nighta of vain regret, the desolation that laid waste 
a heart which would bear fruit no more, he reviewed the long years 
in which he had striven to make duty and the love of country fill 
the void, and was forced to confess that here, too, all was barren. 
There was a something ever wanting, even lo complete the dull 
torpor of that resignation which philosophy inculcated, and 
common sense enjoined. What was it? Lioinius could not 
anHwer his own question, though he felt that it must have some 
solution, at which man's destiny intended him to arrive. 

All the Itoman knew, all he could realise, was that the spring 
was gone long ago, with her buds of promise, and her laughing 
moraing skies ; that the glory of summer had passed away, with 
its lustrous beauty and its burnished plains, and ita deep dark 
foliage quivering in the heat ; that the blast of autumn hod 
strewn the cold earth now with faded flowers and withered 
leaven, and all the wreak of all the hopes that blossomed so ten- 
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Shij, and bloomed so bright anil iair. The heaven was cold and 
grey, and between him and heaven tlie bare branches waved and 
Qodded, mockiiig, pointing with spectral fingers to the dull cbeer- 
leaa sky. Could he but have believed, could he but have vaguely 
imaged to himself that there vrould come anollier spring ; that 
belief, that vague imagining, bad been to Lioinius the one inenti- 
mable treasuve for whiuh be woidd have bartered all else in the 

Li vain he sought, and looked about him for something on 
which to lean ; for something out of, and superior to himself, in- 
spiring him with that eenae of being protected, for which humanity 
feela eo keen, yet so indefinite, a desire. What is the bravest and 
wisest of mankind, but a chUd in the dark, groping fbc tlie 
parental band tliat shall guide ita imcertain ateps? Where was 
he to find the ideal that he could honestly worship, on the aupe- 
riority of which he coiUd heartily depend ? The mythology of 
Bome, degraded aa it had became, v/an cot yet stripped of all the 
j^wseful atteibutea it owed Ui its Hellenic origin. That which 
was Greek, might indeed be evil, yet it could scarce fail to bo 
bir ; but what rational man could ground bis faith on the theo- 
reracy of Olympus, or contemplate with any feeling save dls^ist 
I that material Pantheiam, in which the lowest even of human 
■ Tioes was exalted into a divinity 1 As well become a. worshipper 
' * * lis at OD<;e, and prustitute, to the utter degradation of the 
/, all the noblest and fairest imagery of the mind. No, the 
eities that Homer song were fit subjecta for the marcli of those 
meters, sonorous and ninjestio as the roil of the ^geon 
; fit types of Hensuous porteotion, to be wrought by the Greek 
ael, from out the veined blocks of smooth, white Parian atone ; 
nit for man, intellectual man, to bow do^vn before the craJ^y 
Bermes, or the thick-witted god of forges, or tJie ambrosial front 
of &ther Jove himself, the least ideal of all, whs a simple ab- 
snidiW', that cotdd scarce impose upon a woman or a child. 

Liomiufl had served in the Eniit, and he bethought him now of 
■ nation against whom ho had stood in arms, brave fierce 
■oldiers, men instinct with public virtue and patriotism; whose 
rites, different from those of all other races, were observed with 
BCmpuloufi fidelity and aelf-denial. This people, he had heard, 
wor^pped a God of whom there was no material type, whose 
being was fmnipreaent and spiritual, on whom they implicitly 
depended when all else feiled, and trusting in whom they never 
feu<ed to die. But tLey admitted none to pcirt&ke with them 
in their advant.igcs, and their faith seemed to inculcate hatred 
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of tlio stranger no less than dissensiona Emd Btrife amongat tlw 

' la there noLhing, alaa 1 but duty, stern cold duty, to fi-'i thifl 
void?' thought Licinius. 'Be it eo, then; my uword shall be 
more at the aervice of my country, and I will die in my hameai 
like a Roman and a. soldier at the last ! ' 
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IIlPPIAS, the fL'neing-mastcr, had completed bia preparatii 
the night. Willi a certain military instinct, as necessary 
profession as to that of the legitimate soldier, he could rely upoit 
Ilia own dispoaitions, when they were once made, with perfect 
CDiLfidonce, and a. total absence of anxiety for the result. 

Like all men liabituated to constant strife, he was 
completely in hia element as when surroimded by perils, only ttt 
be warded ofl' by cool, vigilant courage ; and though he may havti 
had momenta in which he longed for lie softer joys of affection: 
and repose, it needed bnt the clang of a buckler, or the glean 
11 sword, to rouse him into hia fiercer self once more. 

It had been hie habit to attend Valeria, for the pni^ioBe of 
structing her in awordnianahip, by an hour's practice on certaitf 
appointed days. Everj'thing connected with the amphitheatre 
posaeased at thia period snoh a morbid iaacination for all cl 
of the Eojuan people, t3iat even ladies of rank esteemed i 
able accompliiiiaent to understand the use of the sword ; and ik 
ia said that on more than one occasion women of noble birth had 
been known to take part in the deadly games themselves. These, 
however, were rare instances of such complete defiance of all 
modeaty and even natural feeling; but to thrust, and shout, and 
stamp, in the coniliot of mimic war&re, was simply esteemed 
the regular exercise and the healthy excitement of every patrician 
dame who aspired to a fashionable reputation. Such sadorifios, 
accompanied by excesMve use of the bath and a free indulgenca 
in slalnng the thirat, ai'iaing fi™m so severe a coiirae of treatment,' 
muat have been highly dotrimontal to female beauty ; but eveo 
this conaideration was postponed to the absorbing olaima of 
Kishinii, and then, vn now, a woman waa content iintl i)li ' '"' 
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dlsfipire bereelf by any prooegs, however painful aad incon- 
venient, providing other women did the same. 

It ia poBBJble, too, that the manly symmetry of form, the toagh 
thewB and sinews of their inBtnictorH, were not without effect on 
pupils, whose liearta softened in proportion as their muscles 
became haid, and whose whole habits and education tended to 
interest them in the person and profession of the gladiator. Be 
this aa it may, the fenoing-maaterB of Rome had but little time 
left on their hands, and, of tliese, Hippiaa was doubtless the nioflt 
sought after by the fair. 

It was his custom to neglect notliing, however tiifling, con- 
nected with Ilia calling. No details were too small to be attended 
to by one whose daily profession tjiught him (hat life and victory 
might depend on the mere quiver of an eyelid, the accidental slip 
of a buckle ; and, besides, he took a strange pride in hia deadly 
trade, and eapecially in the methodical regiilarily with which he 
can'ied it out. 

Though bound to-night fur tiie desperate enterprise which 
ehoiJd make or mar him ; though confident tliat, in either event, 
he would to-morrow be far beyond the neoeaBities of a gladiator, 
it was part of hia character to play out his part thoroughly to-day, 
Valeria would expect him, aa usual, before the bathing-hour on 
the foUoiving morning. It was but decent he should leave a 
message at her house that he might be detained. The very 
wording of hia excuse brought to his mind the posaibilitiefl of the 
nest few liours — the many chances of failure in the enterpriae, 
lailure which, to him at least, the leader of desperate men, was 
(■ynonymons willi certain dcntli. To-day, for the first time, as 
lie turned his steps towards her mansion, a soft, half-sorrowfiil, 
yet not unpleasing sensation stole into hia heart as the image 
of its mistress rose before him in all the pride of her stately 
bfauty. 

He had often admired the regularity of her haughty featurea — 
had scanned, in hia own critical way, with unqualified approval 
the hnea of her noble figure, and the symmetry of her firm, well- 
tiimcd limbs ; had even longed to touch that wealth of silken 
hair when it sliook loose in her ejrertions, and yet — a strange 
SiensBtion for auch a man — had liinched and felt oppressed when, 
placing her once in a position of defence, a tresa of it bad falien 
acroBS hia hand. Now, it aeemed to him that he would give 
much to live those few moments over again ; that he would like to 
see Iier once more, if, indeed, as waa probable, it would be for the 
last lime; that there was no other woman to be compared with 
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her in Rome ; mid tint, with all lier glowing beauty suit nil 
phyaicol atlrantions, her pride was her greatest cliaiiQ. 

He was a desperate man, about to play a desperato game ibr 
life. Such thoughts in such a heart and at such a time quickeO'- 
■with fearflil rapjditj into evii. Admiration, untempered by th». 
holier learening of that aflection which can only exist in til* 
breaat that has kept it,ic]f pure, soon grows to cruelty and celiidi^ 
ness. The love of beauty, poisoned by the love of strife, eeethw, 
into a fierce paaaionate longing, lesa that of the lover for hia wa^ 
treaa than of the tiger for ita prey. Valeria was a proud womanj, 
the proudest and the direst in Uome. He di'ew his breath hfirdi 
as he thought what a wild triumph it would be to bend th»L' 
stately necl(, and humble that pride to his very feet. 

Methodical and Boldier-Iike, be had seen to everything witji. 
liis own eyes. The plot wae laid, the conspirators were armed 
and instructed, there was yet an hour or two to spare before tbtf 
appointed gathering at the Tribune'H house, and that time h^ 
resolved should be devoted to Valeria ; at least, he would fcaal 
his eyes once more on that glorious beauty, of which he no* 
seemed to acknowledge the tiill power. He would see her, would 
bid her farewell. She had always welcomed him cordially and^ 
kindly ; perhaps she would be sorry to lose him altogether, Hff 
smiled a very evil smile, though his heart beat fa-iter tlinn it ha4i 
done since he was a boy, as he halted under the statue of Hermcft 
in her porch. •> 

And Valeria was sitting in her chamber, with her head buried) 
in her hands, and her long brown hair sweeping like a mantle W: 
her feet. All the feelings that could most goad and madden » 
woman were tearing at her heart. She dared not — for the sake 
of tottering reason she dared not — think of the Tribune's whit*' 
&ee and dropping jaw, and limbs strewed helpless on tlie couoh^ 
She ButTered the vision, indeed, to weigh upon her like som»: 
oppreauve nightmare ; but she abstained, with an effort of whidi 
she was yettitlly conscious, from analysing its meaning or recalling 
its detMls, above all, from considering its origin and its effect. Not. 
the image of Esca still filled her brain and her heart. Esca i«> 
the amphitheatre ; Esca chained and sleeping on the haid hot 
pavement ; Esca walking by her aide through the shady streets [j 
and Esca turning away with his noble figure and Ins manlji 
step, exiUting in the liberty that set him free from her ! 

Then came a rush of those softer feelings, that were required. 
to render her torture unbearable : the sting of ' wlial might havSL 
been ; ' the picture of herself (she could see herself in her mind'^ 
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eje — tiesntifiil and laecinating, in all the advantages of ^reaa and 
jewels) leaning on that alrong arm, and the kind brave fiioe look- 
ing down into hora widi the protective air that became it so well. 
To give him all ; to tell him all she had risked, all she had dune 
for hia aake, and to hoar hia loving accents in reply 1 She 
almost lancied in her dream that this had actually come to paivi, 
eo -rividly did her heai-t image to iteelf ita dearest longinga. Then 
she saw another figure in the place that ought to be her own — 
another &ae intfl which he was looking as he had noreT lc<oked in 
hers. It was the dark-eyed girl's I The dark-eyed girl, who had 
been her rival tliroughout I Would iks have done aa much for 
him with her pale face and her frightened, ahrinking ways 7 And 
now, ere this, he had reached her home, was whispering in her 
ear, with his arm round her waiat. Perhiips he waa boasting of 
the conquest he had made over the haughty Roman lady, and 
telling her that he had scorned Valeria for her dear aake. Then 
ftll that waa evil in her nature gained the aGcendaat, and with tlis 
bitter recklesanesa that has ruined so many an undisciplined heart, 
die said to herself — ' There ia uo reality but evil. Life is an 
ilhixion, and hope a lie. It matters little what becomes of me 

When Myrrhiua entered she foimd her lady busied in re- 
arranging the folda of her robe and her disordered treaaea. It 
was no part of Valeria's character to show by her outward 
bearing what was passing in her mind, and least of oil would she 
have permitted her attendant to guess at the humiliation she had 
unde'gone. The waiting -maid, indeed, was a little puzzled ; 
but she had gained ho much knowledge, both by obaerration and 
experience, of the strange efiecta pi'oduced by over-excitement on 
hsr Bex, that she never Buffered herself to be surprised at a 
teminine vagary of any description. Now, thoiigh ahe wondered 
why Esca WFm gone, and why her miatrtHa waa so reserveil 
and haughty, ahe reli-aioed discreetly fi-om queation or remark, 
contenting herself with a aiient offer of her services, and arrang- 
ingthe brown hair into a plaited coronet on Valeria's brows, with- 
out betraying by her manner that she waa conscioua anything 
unusual had taken place. 

AAer a few momenta' silence, her mistress's voice was suffi- 
dently steadied for her to speak. 

' I did not send for yon,' said she. ' What do you want here 'I ' 

Myrrhina's hands were busied with the long silken trcBaes, and 
ghe held a comb between her teeth. Neverthelesa, ahe answered 
■ lably. 
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' I would not have disturbed yon, madam, this warm, eultty 
evening — and I rebnked the porter eoundJy for letting Mm ia ; 
only BM he eaid, t« be sure, he never wua denied before, and 1 
thought, perhaps, you would not be displeased to aee him, if it 
whb only for a few minutes, and he seemed 
hurried — and, indeed, he never has much 
bade liim wait in the inner hall while I came 

Hoping even against hope I Slie knew it 
her heart leapt aa she tliought — 'Oh I if it 
had turned back 1 ' 

' I will see him,' aaid ehe, qmetly, prolonging the illuaii 
purposely avoiding to aak who this untimely visitor might 1 

lu another minute Hippiaa stood beibre her — Hippiafl, the' 
fencing-master, a man in whose dangerous career she hitd always 
taken a vague iutereat | whose personal prowess alie admired, and 
whose reputation, such as it was, possessed for her a wild ikacina- 
tioa of its own. He was reckleas, too, from the very nature of hi« 
profession ; and ahe, in her present mood, more i-eckless, mora 
desperate than any gladiator of them all. It would have dona 
her good to stand, with naked steel, against some fierce wild 
beast or deadly foe. There was nothing, she felt, that she coidd 
not dare to-day. Nerve and brain wound up to the highest 
pitch of excitement — heart and feelings crushed, and wounded, 
and sore. When the reaction came, it would necessarily be 
fatal ; when the tide ebbed, it would leave a weitried, heipli 
Bufierer on the shore. 

Such was the frame of mind in which Valeria received the 
gladiator ; outwardly impassive — for her colour did not even 
deepen, nor her breath come quicker at liis imexpected appear- 
Hnce— inwardly vexed by a conflict of tumultuous feelings, and 
longing for any change — any anodyne that could deaden ot 
alleviate her pain. How could she but respond to his manly, 
rospectilil ' farewell ' ? How could she but listen to the few 
burning words in which he spoke of long-suppressed aad hope- 
less adoration, or pretend not to be interested in the desperata 
enterprise which he hinted might prevent liis ever looking on 
her fair face again. He soothed her self-love ; he roused her 
curiosity; he set her pride ou ita broken pedestal again, and 
propjiod it with a strong, yet gentle hand ; and so the two 
thunder-clouds drew nearer still and nearer, ere they 
destroyed and riven by the lightning their own contact Lnd 
engender od. 




CHAPTER Vm. 



£^A, treading on air, liastened from Valeria's house with iha 
oommcin aelfiehneaa of love, ignoring ail the pain and diKippoint- 
ment he had left behind him. The young hlood coursed meriily 
through his voins, and, in spite of his anxiety, he exulted in th« 
Bcnse of being at liberty once more. He was alive, dnubtleaa, to the 
generosity and tievotion of the woman who had set him free, nor 
waa he ho blind as to be unaware of the affection that had driven 
her to such deeperats measures for his sake ; and in the first 
glow of a giatitnde, that lad in it no vestige of tenderer 
feelings, he had resolved, ivhen his miBsion was sccomplished 
and Mariamne placed in safety, he would rettim and throw 
himself at the Roman lady's feet once more. But the further ho 
left her alately poreh behind, the weaker became this generous 
resolution, and ere long he had little difficulty in persuading 
himself that his first duty was to the Jewess, and that in his 
lutiirc actions he must be guided by circtunstancea, or, in other 
words, follow the beat of his own incHnationB. Meanwhile, in 
spite of his wotinded foot, he sped on towards the Tiber as fast 
as, in years gone by, he had followed the lean wolf, or the foam- 
fleoked hoar, over the green hills of Britain. 

The sun had not been doivn an hour when he entered the 
well-known street that waa now enchauted ground; yet, while 
he looked up into the darkening aky, his heart turned pick within 
him at the bought that he might be too late, after all. 

The garden-door waa open, as she must have left it. She waa 
not, therefore, in the house. He might find her at the river- 
aide, and have the happiness of a few mimitea alone with her, 
ere he brought her back and placed her, for the second time, in 
safety within her father's walls. The more prudent couriw, he 
confessed to himself at the time, would have been to alann 
Eleazar, and put him on the dcfenaivo at once ; but he had been 
BO long without seeing Mariamne, the peril in which she wiw 
placed had ao endeared her to him, and his oivn near approach to 
death had stamped her image Bo vividly on his heart, that he 
could not resist the temptation of seeking her at the wator-side, 
and telling her, unwalehed by other ears or eyes, all he had ftll 
and endured since they last pnrfed, and how, for hotJi iJieir 
I, they must never part again. 
'1 of such thoughte, he van down to the water's edgf, anJ 
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Guught the broken colimm where she was accut;tomed i« dee 
and fill hei pitcher from the Btream. In Tain hia eager eye 
watched for the dark-clad figiud and the dear pale face. Once 
in tlic deepening twilight Lis heart leapt ae he tliought he saw 
her croucluiig low beneath the iiack, and eaak again to fiod, 
lie had been deceived by a iiiUing slab of Htonc. Then he turned 
for one more eenrching look ere he dejiarted, and hia glauca 
rested on a piteher, broken into a doien fragmente, at his faet. 

He did not know that it waa Moriainnc'H, How sltould he, 
when a thousand pituhei'a carried by u thousand women to thft 
Tiber every evening were precisely alike 7 Yet hia blood ran 
cold through hia veins and hia lears hurriiid him back, almoat 
inaenEibly, to Eleaiar's door, which he burst open without going 
through tlie ceremony of knocking. 

Her tkther and his brother were in the house. The fbrmez 
leapt to hia feet uud snatched a javelin from the « 
cogniK-d his visitor. The latter, less prone to do baitle at a 
moment's notice, laid his hand on Eleazar'a arm, and calmly aoid : 

' It is the friend who ia always welcome, and whom we liava 
L'Sjxtted day by day in vain.' 

Eveiy^ing looked ho much as usual that for a moment Esob. 
fett almost rensdured. It was possible Mariamne might be eves' 
now buaied with household afiaird, tiafe in the inner chamber. 
A lover's bashfiihieas brought the blood to his cheeks, as h« 
reflected if it were so it would be difficult to account for hi»; 
unceremonious entrance ; but the reoollection of Lur danger aooB- 
stifled all such trivial considuratione, and he confronted her 
father impetuously, and asked him, ahnoat in a threatening' 

'Where is Mariamne?' 

Eleaxar looked first simply ostoniahed, tben somewhat oBfended. 

He aaswered, however, vrith more command of temper than waa 

' My daughter has but now IclT ihe house widi licr pitcher, 
fihe will be homo again almost immediately ; bul 
tliee?' 

'Wliat is it to me?' repeated Esoa in a voice of tliuuder, 
catching bold of his queationer'a arm at the eaute time with aC 
iron grasp for which the fierce old Jew liked hiir, none the worse 
— ' What is it to thee, to him, ta all of ua 7 I tell thee, old man, 
whilst wo are drivelling here, ibej are bearing her oiF into Cap- 
tivity ten thousand times worse than death I I heard the plot— > 
I heard it with my own ears, lying chained like a d<jg on the hiird. 
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itogcfi. The wicked Tribuae was ta make her Ub own this very 
night, and though he has met hia reward, tlie TiUains that do liia 
bidding Lave got her in tlieii power ere this. The pure — Iho 
loved — the beautiiiil — Mariamne — Mariumne 1 ' 

He hid hia face in hia hands, and his strong frame shook with 
agony from head to hed. 

It was the turn of CaJohaa now to start to his feet, and look 
about liiTn aa if in search of a weapon. Ilia first impulse was re- 
sistance to oppressioD, eTCn by the strong hand. 

With Eleazar, on the contrary, the instincts of the soldier pre- 
dominated, and the very magnitude of the emergency seemed to 
endow him with pretematurjl coolness and composure. 

He knit hia thick brows indeed, and there waa a aoiotlierud 
glare in hia eye that boded no good to an enemy when the tima 
for an outbreak shoidd arrive, but his voice was low and distincl, 
as in a few sharp eager questioQa be gathered the outline of tlie 
plot that waa to rob him of his daughter. Then he thought for a 
lew seconds ere he spoke. 

' The men that were to take her ? What were tliey like ? I 
would lUin know them If I came across them.' 

His white teeth gleamed like a wild beast's with a wnile ominous 
of hia intentions on their behalf. 

' Damaappua and Oarses,' replied tlie Briton. ' The former 
stout, sleek, heavy, and beetle-browed. Tlie latter pale, dark, 
and thin. An Egyptian with an Egyptian's false face, and more 
than an Egyptian's cruelty and cunning.' 

' Where live ttiey ? ' asied the Jew, buckling at the same time 
a formidable two-edged sword to his aide. 

' In the Flaminian Way,' replied the other. ' High up in some 
garret where we should never find them. But they will not tuke 
her there. She is by this time at the other end of the city in the 
Tribune's house.' And again he groaned in anguish of spirit at 
the thought. 

'And that house?' asked Eleazsr, still busied with his warlike 
preparations. ' How is it defended 7 I know its outside well, 
and an easy entrance &om the wall to the inner court ; but what 
resistance shall we encounter within? what force can the Tribune's 
people raise at a moment's outcry 1 ' 

' Alas 1' anBwered Esca. ' To-night of all nights, the house oF 
Placidus is garrisoned like a fortress, A chosen band of gladiators 
are to Bup with the Tribune, and aAerwards to take possession of 
the pahice and drag Ccesar from the throne. When they find the 
banquet prepared for them, I know them too well to think they 
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will aepai-ate without partaking of it, even though their host b 
lying dead on the festal couoh. She ivill become the prey of mei. 
like Hippias, Lutoriua, and Euchenor. But if we cannot resom- 
her, at least we may die in the attempt.' 

Even in his itnxiely for his daughter such news as this could 
not but startle the emiBsarjof the Jewish nation. In an inataat's 
time he had run over its importance, as it regarded his own 
mission and the probable inHuence on the destinies of his countryj 
Should the conspiracy succeed, Vitellius might abeady be aum.- 
bered widi the dead, and instead of that eas^ eelf-iniiulgent 
glutton, over whom he had already obtained considerable inflibj 
ence, he would have to do with die bold, sagacious, far-seeini 
general, the remorseless enemy of his nation, whont neither h 
nor any of hia comitrymen had ever aticceeded in deceiving b 
stratagem or worsting by force of arms. When the purpfs 
descended on Vespasian the doom of Jerusnlem vae sealed. 
vertlieloBS, EIea/.ar concenti'ated his mind on the present e 
gency. In a few words he laid out his plan for the rescue of hi 



' The fieedmen's garret raost bo our first point of attack,' s 
be. 'The Tribune would scarce have ordered them to brinf 
their prize to his house to-nigbt, where there would be ai 
to dispute it with him, and where disaenaioa would be fatal to L 
great enterprise. Calchas and I will proceed immediately to tl ,_^^ 
dwelling of this Damasippua and his fellow -villain. Tour diroo^ 
tions will enable ns to lind it. You, Eaca, speed off at onci 
the Tribune's house. You wiU soon learn whether she has b 
brought tliere. If so, come to us without delay in the Flaminiao 
Way, I am not entirely without friends even here, and I wi^ 
call on two or three of my people to help as I go along. Young 
man, you are bold and true. We will have her out of tlie Tri» 
bune'B hotise if we pull the waUa down witt our naked hands [ 
and let me but come witbin reach of the villains who take shelter 
there' — here hia iace darkened and his frame quivered i 
paroxysm of suppressed fiiry — ' may my father's tomb be dis-. 
honoured, aad the name of my molber defiled, if I dip not ii " 
hands to the very elbows hi their hoai'la' blood 1 ' 

To be told he was brave and true by her father added fuel b 
Esca's enthusiaam. It was indeed much for Elcazar to confess a 
behalf of a stranger and a heathen, but tlie fierce old w 
heart warmed to a kindred nature that seemed incapable of aelfirf 
(ear, nnd he approved hugely, morecver, of the implicit atteodo 
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with which the Briton listened to his directions, and hin readineas 
for inBtantaneoua action, howeTer desperate. 

Calchas, too, clasped the young man warmly by tho hand. 
'We are but three,' B»id he, 'three again at a host. Yet I liave no 
fear. I tnwl in One who neror failed liia aerrants yet. One to 
whom emperors and legions are aa a handfu] of diiHt before the 
wind, or a few dried thoma on the beacon-fire. And bo do you, 
my eon, ao do you, though yon know it not. But the time shall 
come when Hin very benefits shall compel you to confess your 
Master, and when in sheer gratitude you shall enrol jourseli 
amongst thoae who sei-ve Him faithfully even unto death.' 

Many a time during that eventful and aimouR night had Esca 
occasion to remember the old man'a solemn words. Its horrora, 
its catoatrophee, its alternations of hope and fear, might have 
driven one mad, who had nothing to depend upon but hia own 
unaided atrength and resolution. Few great actions have been 
performed, few taaka exacting the noble heroism of endurance 
fiilfilled BuocOBsfiilly, witliout extraneous aid, without the help o( 
Bome lending principle out of, and superior to, the man. Honour, 
patriotism, love, loyalty, all have aupported their votaries through 
Buperhuman exertiona and difficulties that seemed insurmount- 
able, teaching tliem to despise dangers and hardahipa with a 
courage sterner than mortala are espected to posHesa ; but none 
of these can impart that confidence which is born of fnjth iu the 
believer'a breast; — that confidence which enablea him to takn 
good and evil with an equal mind, to look back ou the past witii- 
out a sigh, forward on the ftiture without a fear ; and liough the 
preaent may be all a ttumoil of peril, uncertainty, and confiisiou, 
to stand calmly in the midst, doing the beat he can with a stout 
heart and an unruffled brow, while he leaves the result iearlessly 
and trustfully in the hand of God. 

Eleazar and Calchas were already eqnipped for the pursuit. The 
one armed to the teeth, and looking indeed a formidable enemy ; 
the other mild and hopeliil as usual, venerable with his white 
hair and beard, and carrying but a simple staff for his weapon. 

In grave ailence, but with a grasp of the hand more emphatic 
than any spoken words, tho three parted on their search ; Ebch 
threading his way at once through the narrow and dei-ious streets 
that led towards the Tribune's house — that house which he had 
left so gladly but a few short hours ago when, rescued by Valeria, 
he had her farewell, exulting in the liberty that enabled him tc 
•oek Mnriamne's aide once more. 
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He BOon Tvached tlte hated dwelling. All there ecumed qui 
as the grave. From other quarters of tha city indeed there com 
now and again, the rour of distant voices whicli roee and lull i 
intervals as the tide of tuniult ebbed and flowed, but, preoccapl 
as he was, Eaca took little heed of these ominous soundji, for tli 
bore tiiir" no intelligence of Mariamne. All was ailenC in t 
pomh, all waa silent in the vestibule and outar hall, but as '. 
ventured acioae its marble pavement, he hoard the buatle of pr^ 
pAration, and the din of flagons within. 

It was at the risk of liberty and life, that he crept noise]ead| 
forward, and peeped into the banqueting-hall, which was alreadjj 
[lavtially lighted up for the feaat. Shrinking behind a colunm, hi 
observed the alavefi, many of whom he knew well by eight, layioi 
covers, bumiBliing vases, and otherwise making ready for i 
munptuons entertainment, lie listened for a few moments, hopio) 
to gatJiGT ftom their couverEation some news of the Jewess ai 
her captors. 

All at once he started and trembled violently. Bold oshewi 
in common with hia northern countrymen a vein of superstilioi 
ran through hie nature, and though he feared nothing tangible o 
corporeal, he held in considerable dread all that touched upon thi 
confines of the spiritual and the vmltnown. There within t 
paces of liim ghastly pale, with dark circles round his eyes, a 
clad in white, stood the figure of the IVibune, pointing, as 
eeemed to him, with shado^vy hand at the different couches, and 
giving directions iu a low sepulchral voice for the order of tl 
banquet. 

' Not yet ! ' he heard the appoi'ition exclaim in tones of languii. 
fretM impatience. ' Not come yet 1 the idle iyiterera I WeUj 
ahe must preside there at the supper-table and take her plac 
once as mistress here. Ho 1 slaves 1 bring more flowers ! 
the tall golden cup with Falraniati and set it next to mine 1' 

Well did Esca know to whom these directions must refer, 
Though his blood had been chilled for an instant by this reappear- 
ance, as he believed it, of his enemy from the gmve, 1 
oollectcd his scattered energ;ies and simmioned his courage back, 
with the hateful conviction that, ahve or dead, the Tribune wa> 
resolved to possess himself of Mariamne. And this he vowed t( 
prevent, ay, though he should alay his dark-eyed love with bii 

It was obvious now that Damasippus and Oarsiis ivould biin 
the oaptiTe straight to their patron's house, that Eleazar an 
Calchaa had gone upon a fool's errand to the freedmen's parrel in 
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the ^amiuifln Wajr. What would he have givvD to be cheered 
by the ■wiee counaelH of the one, and backed by the stittng arm oi 
the other I Would there be time for him to slip from here un- 
observed, and to Bonimon them to hia aid 7 Thiee desperate men 
might c«t their way through all the slaves tlint Plnoidua could 
innster, ftod if they had any chance uf success nX all it mu§t be 
before the Eurival of the gkdiators. But then she \vati obviously 
expected every minute. She might arrive — horrible thought 1 — 
while be was gone for help, and once in the Tribune's power it 
would be too late. 

In Hh deapair the words of CaJclias recurred forcibly to his 

l^und. ' We are but three,' aoid the old man, ' tliroe agaisEt a 

' ost, yet I have no fear.' And Eeca resolved that thongh lie was 

mt one, he too would have no fear, but would truat implicitly 

__ 1 tie award of eternal juatice, which would surely interfere to 

prevent thia unholy sacrifice. 

Feeling that biE sword was loose in ita Hheatb and ready to his 
hand, holding his breath, and nerviiig himself for the deaperat« 
effort he might he called npon at any moment to iniUte, the Briton 
stole BofUy back tbrough the vestibule, and concealed liiraael/ . 
behind h marble group in the darkest corner of the porch. Hero, 
»vith the dogged courage of hia race, he made up his mind that he 
^_ would await the arrival of Mariamne, and rescue her aC kU 
^^U hazards, against any odda, or die with her in the attempt. 



CHAPTER IX. 



Luce other great cities, the poorer quarters of Rome were 
densely crowded. The patricians, aud indeed all the wealthici' 
claaa, affected rural tastes even in the midst of the tupltal, and 
much apace was devoted to the gardens and pleasure-grounds 
which surrounded their dwellings. The humbler inhabitants 
were consequently driven to herd together in great numbers, with 
little r^ard to health or convenience, and tlie aCreets leading 
to and adjoining the Tiber were perhaps the most thickly popu- 
lated of all. That in which Eleazar's house stood, was seldom 
empty of passengeru at any hour of the twenty-four, and leitst of 
11 about sunset when the women thronged out of their dweliinga 
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to draw water for the houachold conaumptioii of the follOT 
day. 

Oarses waa well aware of this, and tliereforo it waa ihat th 
cunning Egyptian had proteated against an abduction of t 
Jewiiih mw.den by open force from her fatLei-'w door. ' Leave i 
to me,' aaid this finished villain, in diacusaing their injajnous pru 
jeot with his patron. ' I know a lure to wile such birds as thea^^^ 
off the bongh into my open hand. Stratageni first, force aftcri 
wardfl. There is no need to waken the tongues of all the womei 
n the qnarter. It waa the cackling of a goose, my patron, that 
foiled the attack on the Capitol.' 

Mariamne, anxious and Bad, was carrying her pitcher listleaalj 
doivn to the Tiber and letting her thoughts wander iar from he 
occupation, into a few aweet memoricB, and a thonaand droaii 
apprehensions, when she was accoated by a dark sallow old womai 
whose speech and manners, as well aa her dreaa, betrayed r 
Eaatem origin. The atranger asked aome trifling questions aboitf 
her way, and prayed for a draught of cold water when tin 
pitcher should be filled. Mariamne, whose heart unconaciourij 
warmed to the homely Syriao, entered freely into conversatioa 
with one of her own aex, and whose language denoted, i 
that ahe waa familiar with her nation. Willingly she drew her i 

aaure from the stream, which the other quaffed with ikt 

ideration of one whose thirst is habitually quenched with wim 
rather than water. 

' It is somewhat muddy, I fear,' said the gir! kindly, reverting ii 

: own mind to the sparkling fountaina of her native land, and ye 
acknowledging how abe loved thia turbid atreara better than then 
' If you will come back with me to my fiither'a house I cai 

sr you a draught of wine and a morsel of bread to cheer you a 
your way.' 

The other, though with no great avidity, took a second pull a 
the pitcher. 

' Nay,' said ahe, ' my daughter, I will not tax your hospitalitj 
BO far. Nor have I need. There ia lore enough left under thew 
faded locks of mine, to turn the foulest cesspool in Rome as clear " 
as crystal. Ay, to change thia taateless draught to wine of Leba- 
non, and the ])itcheT that containa it to a vase of gold.' 

Marianuie shrank from her with a ge-atore of dismny. 
lieving implicitly in their power, her religion forbade her 
hold any intercourse with those who profesaed the black art. 

The other marked her repugnance. ' My child,' she continued, 1 
in Boothing tones, ' be not afraid of the old woman'a aecret giftfl. J 
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Mine le but a harmleas knowledge, gained hy study of the ancient 
Chaldiean ecrolla, such as your own wise king posaessed of old. 
Itia but white magic, Huch ai your higli-prieBt himself would not 
scruple to employ. Fear not, I say — I, who have jiored over 
those mystic charactera till mine eyes grew dim, con read yoiu 
Hweet pale lace aa plain n& the brazen tablets in the Foi'um, and 
I can see in it sorrow, and cai'e, and anxiety for him you love.' 

Mariamne atarted. It v/aa true enoi^h, but how could the 
wise woman have found it out 7 The girl looked wistfully at her 
companion, and the latter, eatiafied she was on the right track, 
proceeded to answer that questioning glance. ' Yea,' she said, 
' you think he is in danger or in grief. You wonder why you 
do not see him ollener. Sometimes you iear he may he false. 
What would you not give, my poor child, to look on the golden 
locka, and the white brow, now, at this very moment? And I 
can show them to you if you will. The old woman is not un- 
grateful even for a draught of the Tiber's muddy stream.'. 

The blood mounted to Maiiaaine's brow, but the light kindled 
at the same time in her eyes, and the soft gleam swept over her 
lace, that comes into every human countenance when the heart 
aJluaion to its treasure as though the silver cord 
uch of an angel's wing. It was no clumsy giiesn 
an, to infer that this dark-eyed damsel cherished 
some fair-haired lover. 

' What mean you ? ' asked the gii'l, eagerly. ' How can yon 
show liim to me 7 Wliat do you know of htm 7 Is he safe 7 la 
lie happy 7 ' 

The wise woman Hmiled. Here was a bird flying blindfold into 
the net Take her by her afiections, and there would be little 
diificulty in the capture. 

' lie is in danger,' slie replied. ' But you could save him i( 
you only knew how. He might he happy too, if he would. But 
wilJi another I ' 

To do Mariamne justice she heard only the first sentence. 

' In danger I ' she repeated, ' and I could save him 1 Oh, tell 
mo where he is, and what 1 can do for liis sake 1 ' 

The wise woman pidled a small min'or from her bosom. ' I 
cannot tell you,' she answered, ' but I can show him to you in 
this, Only not here, where the shadow of a passer-by might 
destroy the charm. Let ua turn aside to that vacant apace by the 
broken column, and you shall look without interruption on the 
fiMW you love.' 

Ai was but a short way off, though the ruina which surrounded il 
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made the place lonely and secluded; had it been twice the i . 

lioweTcr, Mariainne would have accompanied her new aoquBiiit 
ance without he^lation in her eageniees for tidings of Esca'a fato< 
As ehe neared the hroken column, ho endeared to her by asf 
tions, Bhe could not reprcBS a fiiint sigh which was not lost o: 
companion. 

' It wan here you met him before,' whispered the wise woms] 
' It is here yon shall see his ikce again.' 

This was scarcely a random ehaft, for it required little penetn 
tion to discover that Mariamne had some tender associations coi 
nected with a spot thus adapted for the meeting of a pair of lovers 
nevertheless the apparent lamiliarity with her previous actiOT 
was sufficient to convince the Jewess of her companion's so] 
natural knowledge, and though it roused alarm, it excited c 
osity in a still greater degree. 

' Take the mirror in your hand,' whispered the wise w 
when they had reached the column, casHng, at the same time, ; 
searching glance around. ' Shut yonr eyes whilst I speak th 
charm that calls him, three times over, and then look steadily a 
its sur&oe till I liave counted a hundred.' 

Mariamne obeyed these directions implicitly. Standing in th 
Ttioant space with the mirror in her hand, she shiit her eyes an 
listened intently to the solemn tones of the wise woman diantin 
in a low monotonous voice some unintelligible stanzas, while froi 
tlie deep shadow behind the broken column, there stole out thi 
portly figure of DamasippuB, and, at the same moment half j 
dozen strong weU-armed slaves rose from the different hiding 
places in which they lay concealed amongst the ruins. 

Ere the incantation had been twice repeated, Dama^pps 
threw a shawl over the girl's head, muffling her so completef(i 
while he caught her in his strong arms, that an outcry was im- 
possible. The others snatched her up ere she could make it 
movement, and bore her swiftly off to a chariot with four wliit^'T 
horses waiting in the nest street, whilst the wi»e woman follow^^ 
ing at a rapid pace, and disencumbering heraelf of her femii 
attire as she sped along, disclosed the onnning features and t' 
thin wiry form of Oaraes the Egyptian. 

Coming up with Damasippns, who was panting behind I 
slaves and their burden, he laughed a low noiseless laugh. 

' My plan was tlio beat,' said ho, ' after all. What fools iho^. 
women are, oh my iriend I Is there any other creature that en 
be taken with a bait so ample ? Three inches of mirror -wtd U ' 
ghost of nn absent fece I' 
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But DamaaippuB had not breath to reply. Harrying onwai-d, 
he vrae cLiefly ntixicii? to diBpoiw of }iiH prize in the chariot 
without interi'uptioa ; anil when he reaohed it he monntetl by 
ber Hide, and bidding OnreeH and the elavca follow aa near as wm 
practicaMe, be drove off at great speed in the direction of tho 
Tribune's house. 

But this was an eventful night in Rome, and although for that 
reason well adapted to a deed of violence, ite tumult and coniii- 
Hion exacted great caution from tliose who wished to proceed 
without intfTTUption along the atroots. 

Ths ahouts that had disturbed the two freedmen in their garret 
whilst preparing the enterprine tbey hod since so succemifully 
carried out, gave no false warning of the oonjing storm. That 
storm had burst, and was now raging in its fury throughout a 
wide portion of the city. Like all such outbreaks it gathered 
foroG and violence in many quarters at once, and from many 
Bourow nnoonaect«d with its origin al cauBo. 

Borne was tlie theatre that Di(i;ht of a furious civil war, oonse- 
qiient on the mtrigues of various parties which had now grown 
to a head. 

The old Pnetorian guard had been broken up by Titellina, 
and dismissed without any of the honours and gratuities to which 
th^ conndered themselves entitled, in order to make way for 
aoother body of troops on whose fidelity the Emperor believed he 
ootild i«ly, and who were now called, in contradistinction to their 
predecessors, the New Pnrtorians. Two such conflicting interests 
uuried in them the elements of the direst hatred and strife. The 
original body-guard hoping to be restored by Vespasian, should 
lie attain the purple, bad everything to gain by a change of 
dynas^, and were easily won over by the partisans of that eoo- 
CeSBfiil general to any ent«rpr![«, however desperate, which would 
place him on the throne. Trusting to this powerful aid, these 
partisans, of whom Julius Ploctdus, the Tribune, though he had 
wormed himself into the confidence of Vitellius, was one of the 
most active and unscrupulous, were ready enough to raise the 
standard of revolt and had no fenr for the result. The train wae 
laid, and to-night it had been decided that the match should be 
applied, In vgular order of battle, in three ranks witli spears 
■dvanoed and aglea in the centre, the Old Prffitorians marched 
at Bundowu tt ittack the camp of their suocesHois. It was a 
bloody and obstinate contest. The new body-guard, proud of 
their promotion, and loyal to the hand that had bought them, 
~'' 'mded themselves to the death, Again and again w&s the 
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uamp almOBt caiTied. Again and aga.in were the assailants obsti- 
nat^ repulsed. It was only ^v]]<?u Blnin, man hy man, falling in 
their ranks aa they stood, with uli their wounds in front, that a 
■victoij lyaa obtained — a. victory which bo crippled the conquerow 
aa to lendor them but inefhcient auxiliaries in the other couflict» 
of that eventful night. But this was only one of the manj ' 
pitched battles, bo to apeak, of ivhich Rome was the tmLappy 
theatre. The Capitol aflcr an obstinate defence had been taken 
by the parriaans of the present Empei'or and buroed to the 
ground. 

This stronghold having been previously seized and occupied by 
Sabinna, who declared himself Governor of Rome in the name of 
Vcapaaian, and who evon received in state several of the prin- 
cipal nobility and a deputation &om the harassed and vacillatiiig' 
Genate, had been alternately the object of attack and defence tOi 
either party. Its possession seemed to confer a spurious so'v 
reignly over tlia whole city, and it was held aa obstinately aa 
wag vigorously and desperately attacked. 

An hour or two before Bunset, an undiaciplined body of » 
diers, armed only with their swords, and formidable chiefly frois 
the wild fury with which they seemed inspired, marched thronglt 
the Forum and ascended the Capitoline UUl. 

The assailaiita having no engines of war either for protection'' 
or offence, Buffered severely from the missiles showered upon 
them by tlie besieged, till the tliought struck them of throwing, 
flaming torohes into the place from the roofs of the houses whiofa ■ 
surrounded it, and which, erected in time of peace, had been 
suffered to overtop the Roman citadel. In vain, after the flamet 
had consumed (he gate, did they eodcavour to force an entrance; 
for Sabimis, witli the unacrupuloua resource of a Roman soldier, 
had blocked the way by a hundred prostrate statues of gods and < 
men, pulled down £rom the saoied pedestals on which they hod 
stood for i^ea ; but the contiguous houses catching fire, and all 
the woodwork of the Capitol being old and dry, the flames soon. 
Bpread, and in a few hours the stronghold of Roman pride and 
Roman history was levelled with the ground. CallouB to the 
memories around him, forgetfiJ of the Tai'quins, and the Scipios, 
and iLe many hallowed names that shed their lustre on thii 
monument of hia coimtry's greatness, Sabinus lost his presence 
of mind in proportion aa the necessity ibr preserving it became 
more urgent. He was no longer able to conti-ol his troops, anA 
the latter, panic-stricken with the entrance of their enemies, diB* 
banded, and betook ihemseivea to flight. The majority, inc!udiB| 
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OT» woman of noble birth, were put ruthlessly to the sword, bul 
a few, reiwnibling their aasailants, aa they did, in armB, appp.ir- 
ance, and lauguage, wwe fortunate enough to catdi the jiassword 
by which they recogniaed each otlier, aad bo eacaped. 

In another quarter of the mighty olty, a largo body of troops 
who had hoisted the etandard ol' Vcispasiaii, and had already 
suffered one repulse wliich rather excited their animosity iLan 
quelled their ardour, were advancing in good order, and, accord- 
ing to sound warlike tactics, in tliree diviaLona. The gardens of 
SaUuBt, laid out by tliat elegant and intellectual eenHualist, with 
a view to pursuita far removed firom etrife and bloodshed, were 
the scene of im obstinate combat, in which, however, one of these 
coltunna succeeded in establishing itaelf within the walls ; and 
now the stru^le that had heretofore been carried on in ita out- 
skirts, penetrated to the heart of the Roman capital. The citizens 
beheld war brought into their very homes and hearths — tlie 
femiliai- Bti'eet slippery with blood — the wounded soldier reeling 
on the door-sill, where the children were wont to play — the dead 
man's limbs strewed helpless by tlie fountain, where the girls 
assembled with shrill laughing voices on the calm summer even- 
ings, — and worse than all, instead of the kindly grasp of frienda 
and fellow-countrymen, the brother's hand clutching at the 
brother's throat. 

Such horrors, however, did but more demoralise a population 
already steeped to the very lips in cruelty, vice, and foul ini- 
quity. Trained to bloodshed by the ghastly entertainments of 
the ampliitheatre, the Homan citizen gloated on no spectacle with 
HO keen a pleaaure as on the throes of a fellow-creature in the 
agony of violent death. The populace seemed now to consider 
the contest waged at their doors as a goodly show got up for 
llieir especial amusement. Loud shouts encouraged the combat- 
ants as either party swayed and wavered in the mortal press, and 
' Jiuge!' — ' Bene!' were cried aa loudly for tlieir eacouragement, 
UB if they had been {aid gladiators, earning their awfiil liyelihood 
on the 6!ind. Nay, worse, when some wounded soldier dragged 
himself into a house for saiety, instead of succour, he was I'e- 
ceived with yells of reprobation, and thrnst out into the ati-eet 
llmt he might be despatched by his conquerors according to the 
merciless regulations of Ilie amphitheatre. 

Nor waa man the only demon on the scene. Unsexed women 
with bare bosoms, wild eyes, streaming hair, and white feci 
stained "'ith blood, ilew to and fi'o amongst tlio soldiers, etimii- 
) freali iitrocitics with wine and care»=es and odiniio 
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ribald mirth. It was a featival of Dcatli and Sin. 8 
wreathed her fair arms around the spectral king, and c 
his floahleaa brows with her gaudy garlands, and wrapped him ifl| 
her mantle of flame, and pressed t.he blood-red goblet t« his lip^ 
maddening libn with her ahrieka of wild, mocking lao^ter, iba 
while their mutual feet trampled out the lives and souls of their 
TJotima on the utanei; of Rome. 

ThroTigh a town in Huch a atale of turmoil and confiiBioB 
DamaaippuB took upon himself to conduct in safety the prize h. 
had succeeded in captming, not, it must he confeaaed, withooi 
many hearty regrets that he had ever ciabai'ked in the under 

Devoutly did he now wish that he could shill; the whole bust 
neaa on to the aliouldere of Oarsus ; but of late he had befl 
concerned to observe in the patron's manner a certain settse ( 
Ids own inutility an compared with tlie astute Egyptian ; and 1 
the latter were now pennitled to conclude, aa he had undoubted] 
inaugurated, t^e adventure, Flacldua might be satisfied tliat tJiei 
v/aB little use in entertaining two rogues to do the work of oat 
He knew hia patron well enough to be aware of the effect auchjv 
conviction would have on hia own prospectB. The Tribune woulcE ' 
no more scruple to bid him go starve or hfing, thaa he would t< 
pull out a superfluous hair Irom hiij beard. Therefore, at all riaks 
thought Damasippua, he muat be the man to bring Mariainne inb 
his loi-d'a house. 

It was a difficult and a dangerous teak. Theiu was only roc 
for himself and one stout slave besides the charioteer and t 
prisoner. The latter had struggled violently, and required to b 
held down by main force, nor in mnffli.ig her scrcaais was it eaa; 
to observe the happy medium between silence and suifocatioi 
Als o, it was indispensable, in the present lawless state of afTiutil 
to avoid obBervation ; and the spectacle of a handsomely gilds 
chariot with a female figure in it, held down and closely veiled 
the whole drawn by four beautifiil white horses, was not calc« 
lated to ti'aveTBe the streeta of a crowded city without remark 
Cfeises, indeed, had suggested a litter, but this had been over 
ruled by hia comrade on the score of speed, and now the state tA 
the stieete made speed impossible. To be mire this enabled tk 
escort to keep up with bim, and DamasippuB, who was no fighM 
at heart, derived sums comfort from tlielr presence. The dodi 
neas, howevor, which should have fevoured him, was dispelled 1) 
tJie numerous conflagrations in various parts of the oi^j 
wlicn the chariot was stopped and forced to turn into a by-s 
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to avoid a crowd rushing towai'df tiio blazing Capitol, Damosipjju. 
felt hia heart mnk within him in an acccua of terror, such ae evei 
he htid never felt kelbre. 
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> one Btteet, down another, avoiding the main thoroughfares, 

' IT rendered impassable l)y the tumult, hii anxioua freedmen 

ided their waj with difficulty in ihe direction of the Tribune'a 

Pllfarianme Beamed eitlier to have fainted, or to have reeigned 
D her fate, fur she had ceased to Btruj^le, and cowered 
down on the Soor of the chariot, silent and motionlesa. Dama~ 
Bippua trusted his diffioultiea were nearly over, and reaolved never 
igain to be concerned in such an enterprise. Already he ima- 
gined himself safe in hia patron'tt poich, claiming the reward of 
lUB dexterity, when he waa once more arrested by a istoppage 
which promised a hazardous and protracted delay. 

Winding ita slow length along, in all the pomp and dignity 
ftSected by tlie maiden order, a procession of Vestals croesed in 
front of the white iioraea, and not a man in Rome but would have 
trembled with superstitious awe at the bare notion of breaking in 
on the solemn march of these Hacied virgins, dedicated to the 
service of a goddess, whose peculiar attributeB were myateiy, 
antiquity, and remorseless vengeance for oSence. 

Dressed in their long white garments, simple and severe, with 
no relief save a narrow purple border round the veil, they «wept 
on in dow majestic column, hk.e a vision from the other world, 
led by a stately priestess, pale and calm, of lofty stature and 
majestic bearing. They believed that to them was confided the 
welfare of the state, the safety of tJie city ; nay, that willi the 
mysterious symbols in their temple, Uiey guarded the very exist- 
ence of the nation ; therefore on all public occasions of strife or 
disordei", the Vestal Virgins were uocuslomed W> show themselves 
confidently in the streets, and use their ioilucnce for the restora- 
tion of peace. Nor had they need to fear eitlier injury or insult. 
To touch the person of a Vealal, even to obstmct Uie litter in 
yh icb she was carried, was punishable with death, and public 
I such a case waa even more exacting than the kw 
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Immunities and rrivileges of many kiude wece gi-anted to t 
otder by different enactmentB. When the Veatal went abroad»J 
she was preceded and followed by the liotors of the State ; and. H^ 
she met a criminal under sentence of death, honestly by accideiit}J 
during her progress, lie ivas pardoned and set Irce Ibr her sak^V 
on the spot. "■ 

It may be that Marionme hud i^ome vagu<i recoUectiou of tbisl 
custom, for no sooner were the horses stopped to let the proceftj J 
sion pass, than she uttered & loud shriek, which brought it 
a halt at once, and caused her own guards to gatlier round t 
chariot and prepare for resistance, Oarses wisely keeping aloe 
and Damasippua, while he Gti'ore to wear a. bold front, quaklng'l 
in every limb. 

At a signal from the superior priestess, the long, white line;! 
stood BtiU, while her lictors seized the horses, and surrounded the , 
chariot. Already a crowd of curious bystanders waa gathering, 
and the glare of the burning Ciipitol ahed its hght e 
their dark, eager faces, conti'asting strangely with the veiled 
figures that occupied the middle of tjie street, cold and motionlesa 
as marble. 

Two hctors seized oa Damasippus, each by a shoulder, i 
brought him unceremoniously to within a few paces cf tha'. 
prieBtess. Here he dropped upon his knees, and began wringing 
his hands in ludicrous dismay, whilst the populace, gathering' 
round, laughed and jeered at him, only refraining from violeaoB. 
on aoeoimt of the Vestal's presence. 

' She ia a slave, our slave, bought with our own money in th^ 
market, sacred virgin. I can swear it. I can prove it. Her^ 
ia the man who paid for her. Oh 1 accursed Oarses, hast thoit 
left me in tlie lurch at last 7 ' _^ 

The wily Egyptian now came up, composed and sedate, wi^ 
the cur of a man confident in the justice of his cause. MariamiH 
meanwhile, could but strive to release herself in vain. Sc 
tually had she been bound and muffled, that she could » 
move, and was unable to articulate. She stniggled on, nevec 
tholesa, ia the wild hope of succour, writhing her whole body ti 
set her lips free fr«m tiie bandages tjmt stifled them. 

With the quiet dignity which waa an especial atti'ibute of h 
office, the priestess pointed to the chariot containing tlie prisoneQ 
and from bcaeath her veil, ia clear, low tones, while the by* 
Slanders listened with respectiiil awe, came the i 

' What crime has she committed 7 ' 

' No crime, sacred virgin, no crime whatsoever,' rejilied t^j 
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wily Oarsea, well knowing that tlie privilege of pardon, wliidi 
the Veatals loved to exereiae, wna l&sa liltely to be exerted for a 
refractory bondswoman tlian a condemned criminal. ' Slio ia 
but a runaway slave, a mere dancing-girl. How shall I tell it 
in your august presence 7 I bought *ier ecarce a week ago, aa 
my fi'itnd hero tnows, and can awear. Canet thou not, Dama- 
sippua. worthy citizen 1 I gave but two thousand Hesterces, 
nevertheless it was a largo auni for me, who am a poor man ; and 
I borrowed the half of it ftom my friend here. I bought her in 
the open martet, and I took her home with me to my wife and 
children, that she might beat fias and card wool, and so gain an 
honest livelihood — an honest livelihood, sacred virgin; and that 
is why she ran away from me ; so I informed the tedile, and I 
sought her diligently, and to-day I found her with her checka 
painted, and her bosom gilt, in her old haunta, drunk with wine. 
Then 1 bound her, and placed her in a litter, and the litter 
hreaking down, for I am poor, sacred virgin, and of humble 
birth, thoogli a Roman citizen — the litter, I say, breaking down, 
and my paQ'on'a chariot passing by, I placed her within it, that I 
might take her home, for she is insensible still. All this I awear, 
and here is my friend who will swear it too. Damaaippus, wilt 
tliou not ? ' 

The latter worthy had indeed been accompanying every syl- 
lable of his confederate's statement with those eager Italian 
gestures which signify so much of argument and expostulation. 
These were not without effect on tJie bystanders, predisposed as 
such generally are to believe the worst, and prone to be in- 
fluenced by the last speaker, especially when supported by 
testimony, however unworthy of reliance. They crowded in 
as near as their awe of the priestess would allow, and angry 
looks were shot at the poor, dark figure lying helpless in the 
chariot. 

Under the Vestal's long white veil, there might have been a 
gleam of pity or a flash of scorn on the unseen face, according as 
she felt a kindly sympathy or womanly indignation for the sins 
of an erring sieter. But whatever was her private opinion, with 
a priestess of her order, such an appeal as that of Oarses could have 
but one result, The pale slender hand made a gesture of contempt 
and impatience. The tall ghostly figure moved on with a prouder, 
sterner step, and iho procession swept by, carrying away with it 
the laat fragile hope of succour that had comforted Mariamne'i 
■^ rt. 
Hjikc a poor hunted liind caught in a neti when the sharp 
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muzzle of the deerhound toucheB ter flank, the Jovew n 
coDTiilMve effort tha^ looRened the ehawl about her mouth, 
her agony, the beloved name flew instinctively to Ler lips, tend I 
hopelessly, unconBciousIy, nhe called out, ' Eaca I Eaca 1 ' — ' — ■" 
piercing tonea of terror and despair. 

The Vestals had indeed passed by, and the chariot was agaia. 
set in motion, but the Briton'a name aeetned to act a a talisnia* 
on the crowd, for no sooner had ahe pronouticcd it, than th« 
bystandera were seen to give way on each side to the preaaurt^ 
of a huge pair of ahouldera, Burmounted by the fearless, honea" 
face of Hirpinns the gladiator, 

Tlutt professional, in caiainon with a ftiw chosen comrade%-. 
had found the last few hours hong exceedingly heavy on hi*' 
hands. Bound by oath to keep aober, and, what waa perhapii 
even a more galhng reatriction, to abstain from fighting, thif 
little party had seen themselves deprived at once of their two 
principal resources, the favourite oocupations which gave a 
to their exifltence. But the saying that there is ' Honour among, 
thieves ' dates further back than the institution of an amphb* 
theatre ; and aa soon aa the gladiator had made his batgain, 1 
considered himaclf, body and soul, the property of his purohasa 
So, when Hippias gave his final orders, insisting on the appear 
ance of his myrmidons at a given place and a given time, fieah 
sober, and without a scratch, he had no fear but that they wmM 
be punctually and honestly obeyed. 

Accordingly, Hirpiniia, Rufua, Lutorius, and a few of thm 
surest bladea in ' The Family,' had been whiluig away Iheir leiaurB 
with a stroll through the principal atreeta of Bome, and had d 
with not a few incidents paeuliarly pleasing to men of their p 
feaaion. They had been good enough t« expreaa their apprort 
of the soldierlike manner in which the gardens of Salluat ^ 
attacked and carried ; they had also marked, with a certain 
grim aatisfaction, the assault on the Capitol, though they com- 
plained that when it was fired, ^e thick volumca of smoke thw 
swept downwards from ita waUs obstructed their TJew of thi 
fighting, which was to them the chief attraction of the enter 
tjunment, and which they criticised with many JnatnictiTO a 
profraaional remarks ; it waa difficult, doubtless, to abstain froi 
taking part in any of these akirmishefl, more particularly aa o 
man was armed with the short, two-edged Homan aword ; bo^! 
na they reminded one another, it waa only a temporary absti- 
nence, and for a very abort period, aince, fcom all they c ' ' 
gather, before midnight they might be up to their necks in v 
and over their ankles in blood. 
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Now, Bupper-time was approaching, and tlie sfhletca vreie 
getting fierce, hungry, and weary of inaction. They had stood 
Btill to watch the procesaion of Veatala paRB hy, nnd even thusa 
wild, nnacrupulous men had re&ained from word or geBturo tliat 
could be conetrued into disrespect for the maiden order i but 
they had ahown little interest in the ca,ii3c of stoppage, and 
scarce condescended to notice a diflcuraion that aroxe from eo 
mean a subject as a runaway sLive. Suddenly, however, to the 
amaiement of his comrades and the discomfittiTe of the bystanderi^ 
HirpinuH burst hastily through the crowd, unceremonioualy 
thrusting aside those who stood in his way, and lifting one inqui* 
aitJTe little barbfir clean off his legs, to hurl him lilce a plaything 
into a knot of chattering citizens, much to their indignation and 
the poor man's own physical deti-iment. Hands were clenched, 
indeed, and brows bent, as the strong square form forged through 
the preaa, like Bome bluff galley through the surf, but ' Cave' 
' Cave,' was whispered by the more cautious, and in such dread 
■was a gladiator held by his peaceful fellow-citizena, that the 
boldest preferred submission under insult, to a quarrel with a 
man whose very trade was atriie. 

The chariot was ah-eady in motion, when a strong hand forced 
the two centre horses back upon their haunches, and the bold, 
frank voice of Hirpinus was heard above the trampling hoofa and 
general confusion. 

' Easy, my little fellow, for a incment,' said he to tlie indignant 
Aiitomedon. ' I heard a comrade's name apokftn just now, from 
within that gilded aheli of thine. Haiti I tell thee, lad, and 
keep that whip quiet, lest I brain thee with my open hand I ' 

Aiitomedon, Utile relishing the business Jrom the beginning, 
pulled his hoinca together, and looked very much disposed 

Damasippus, however, confident in tlie support of his com- 
panion, and the presence of half a dozen armed slaves, sleppcd 
boldly forward, mid bade tlie gladiator ' Make way there ' in a 
high, authoritative voice. 

Hirpinus recognised the freedman nt once, and laughed loiid 
and long, 

' What now? ' said he, ' my old convive and boon -companion. 
By Pollux I I knew thee not in thy warlike array of steel. In 
faith, a garland of rosea becomes that red noae of thine belter 
than the bosses of a helmet, and the stem of a goblet would lit 
thy hand more deftly than the haft of that gaudy sword. Wliat 
stolen goods are these, old parasite? I'll wager now that the 
jackal ia but taking home a lump of carrion to the lion's den.' 
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' Stay me not, good friend,' replied the other, with 
' It is even as you sny, and I am about the business of yoi 
employer and mine, JiJius PlaciduB, the Tribune.' 

Hirpinua, in high good-humour, would have bade him pass (a 
but Mariamne, whose mouth was now released, gathered hi 
exhausted energies for a last appeal. 

' You are bis comrade I you said bo even now. Save me, en 
ma, for Eaca's sake ! ' 

Again at that name the gladiator's eye glistened. Ue love 
the young Briton like a son — he who had so Ultle to love in tb 
world. He had brought him out, as he boasted, twen^ timea 
day. Ha had made a man — more, a swordsman — of him. No' 
he had lost sight of him, and, as far as his nature permitted, ha 
been anxious and unhappy ever since. If a dog had belonged t 
Ksca, he would have dashed in to itscue it from danger at an 

' Stand back, fool ! ' he shouted to Daraasippus, as the latte 
interposed his person between the gladiator and the charioj 
' Have a care, I teil thee I I want the woman out into the ; 
IVIiatl you will, will you? — One — two. — Take it then, idiot 
Here 1 comrades, close in, aud keep off this accursed crowd 1 ' 

Damasippua, confident iu the numhera of hia escort, and be 
liering, too, lliat his advcriary was alone, had, indeed, draw! 
his sword, and called up the slaves to his assistance, when th 
gladiator moved towai'ds the chanot containing his chBi;ge 
To dash the blade from his unaccustomed grasp, to deal him i 
straight, awtJt, crushing blow, that sent him down senael^s o 
the pavement, and then, drawing hia own weapon, to turn upo 
the shrinking escort a point that seemed to threaten all st on« 
was for Hirpinus a mere matter of professional business, a 
simple an to be almost a rela?:ation. His comrades, laughinj 
boiaterously, made a ring round the combatants. The s!av« 
hesitated, gave gi'ound, turned and fled ; Hirpinua dragged th 
helpless form of Mariamne fi'om tlie chariot, and Oarsea, whc 
had remained in the biickgroimd till now, leaped nimbly in, b 
assume the vacant place, and, whispering Automedon, went oiF ai 
a gallop. 

The poor girl, tendfied by the danger she had escaped, ( 
scarcely reassured by the mode of her rescue, or the op[»arftnoi 
of her deliverers, clung, ha!f-(iiinting, to the person of her sup- 
porter, and the old swordsman, with a delicacy almost ludicrom 
in one of hia rough exterioi', soothed her with such terms at 
fflicourngement as he could summon .it the moment : now like a 
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QtusQ hashing a child oil' to sleep, anon like a charioteer (jiiieting 
a fiiglitened or fretflil horae. 

In the meantime, the crowd, galhei'ing confidence from the 
aheatbed sworda and obTioua good-haraour of the gladiators, 
pressed round with many rude gestures and insulting remarha, 
regardlesa of tlie fallen man, who, on recovering hia aenaes, wiaelj 
remained for a while where he was, and chiefly bent on ex- 
amining the features of the cloaked and hooded prize, tliat had 
created tiua pretty httle Bkirmieh lor their diversion. Such 
UDinannerly curiosity soon aroused the indignation of Hirpinus. 

' Keep them off, comrades 1 ' said he, angrily ; ' these miserable 
citizens. Keep them off, 1 say I Have they never seen a veiled 
woman before, that they gape and ataa'e, and pass their rancid 
jeBta, aa they do on you and me when we are down oa our hacks 
lor their amusement in the arena 7 Let her have air, my lads, 
"id she wiU soon come to. Pollux I She looks like the hly thy 

"b was watering at home, when we stopped thei'e thia mominjr, 
Tua, for a draught of the tive-year old wine, and a gambol with 
SB bright-haired kids of thine.' 

The tail champion to whom this remark was addressed, and 
who bad that very morning, in company with hia friend, bidden 
a farewell, that might be eternal, to wife and children, as indeed 
it was nothing unusual (br him to do, softened doubtless by the 
remembrance, now exerted himself strenuously to give the fainting 
woman room. Without the tise of any hut nature's weapons, and 
from sheer weight, strength, and resolution, the gladiators soon 
cleared an ample space in the middle of the street ibr their 
comrade and hia charge ; nor did they seem at all indisposed to a 
task which afforded oppoi'tunitiea of evincing their oivn physical 
superiority, and the supreme contempt in which they held the 
mass of their fellow-citizens. 

Peihaps it was pleasimt to feel how completely they could 
tloiuineer over the crowd by the use of those very qualities which 
made iheir dying struggles a spectacle for the vulgar ; peihaps 
they enjoyed the repayment in advance of some of the ribaldry 
and insult that would too surely accompany their end. At any 
rate they ahouldered the mob back with unnecessary violence, 
drove their spiked sandals into the feet of such as came under 
their tread, and scrupled not to strike ivith open hand or clenched 
fist any adventurous citizen who was fool enough to put liimself 
forwai'd for appeal or resistance. 

These, too, seemed terror-stricken by this handful of resolute 
Accustomed to look oa them from a snfp distance in the 
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amphitheatre, like the wild beaets with whom thej often E 
them figlit, they were nearly as unwilling to beard the one as 
other ; and to come into eoUiaion with a glndiator in the street 
WW like meeting a tiger on the wrong side of hi.'< bars. 

So Hirpinua had plecfy of room to undo tlie girl's baade, ft 
remove the stifling folds that muffled her head and throat 

' Where am I ? ' she murmured, as she began to breathe mora 
freely, looking rotind bewildered and oonftised. ' You are Esca'^ 
friend. Snrely I heard you say bo. You will tate 
then, for Esca's Bake.' 

Instinctively she addresaed herself to Hirpinua, inatinctiTelj 
she seemed to appeal to him for protection and encouragement, j 

The veil had been taken ftom her head, and the beau^ of tf 
Bweet pnle face was not lost on tlie auirounding gladiatorH. 

Old HirpimiB looked at her ivith a cemtcnl expression, in whid 
admiration and pity were blended with saltraiBliment and a prout 
sense of personal appropriation in the defenceless girl who seemec 
utterly dependent oa him. He bad never seen anything bo beau« 
tiful in his life. He had never known tie happineaa of a home^ 
never had wife nor child : but at thiLt moment hie heart warmed t 
ner as a iather'a to a daughter. 

'Where are yoii,' he repeated, 'pretty flower? Yon i 
within a hundred paces of the Flaminian Way. How came yoi 
here? Ay, that is more than I can tell yotz. Yonder kim 
lying there. — What7 be is gone, is he? Ay 1 I could not l,' 
hard enough at a man with whom I have emptied so many al ' 
of 3abine. — Well, Damasippus brought thee here, he best fca 
why, in hia master's gaudy chariot. I heard tliee squeak, r 
pretty one, and who loves Esca, loves me, and I love him, or hi 
or whoever it may be. So I knocked him over, that fat freedman 
and took thee from the chariot, and piilled ofi' these wraps tb^ 
were stifling thee, and indeed I thinit it was about time.' 

He had raised her while he spoke, and supported her on ] 
strong arm, walking slowly on, while the gladiators, closing nm: 
them, moved steadily along the street, followed, though at a Bt 
distance, by much verbal insult and abuse. At intervals, two 
tliree of the rear-guard would turn and confront the mob, w 
immediately gave back and were silent. Thus the party pite 
ceeded on its way, more, it would seem, with the view of !e 
the <TOwd than of reaching any definite place of shelter, 

' Where are wo going ? and who aro those who guard 
whi^ered Mariamne, clinging close to her protector. ' You wi] 
take care of me, will you not? ' she added, in a confiding lone. 
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* They are my comrades,' he answered, aoothingly ; ' and old 
Hirpimifl will guard you, pretty one, like the apple of hia eye. 
We will take you slraight home, or wlierever you wish to go, 
and not one of these will molest you while I am by — cerer 

JuBt then, EQchenor, who was one of the band, and had oTer- 
heard this reasgurinn; senlj-nce, clapped the old swordsman on the 
shoulder. 

'Tou aeem to forget our compact,' mid he, with his eril, mook- 
ing laugh. 

The fiioe of Hiipinne fell, and his brow lowered, for he remcm- 
bei'ed tlien that Mnriamne was not much better off here than in the 
captivity from which he had rescued her 



CHAPTER XI. 

TtlE ItCLES OF TEE FAM' 



The Jewess had indeed but eacaped one danger to fall into 
another. Bold and lawless as were these professioiial ewordsmen, 
they acknowledged certain rules of their own, which they were 
never known to infringe. When a band of gladiators had been 
mustered, and in military language 'told off' for a particular 
service, it was their custom Ic bind Ihemsdres by oath, as form- 
ing one body, unanimous and indivisible, until that service waa 
completed, They swore to stand by each other to the death, to 
obey their chief implicitly, and to take orders from him alone — 
to make common cause with their fellows, in defiance of all per- 
sonal feelings of interest or danger, even to the cheerful sacrifice 
of life itself; and to consider all booty of arms, gold, jewels, 
captives, or otherwise, however obtained, as the property of the 
band ; subject to its disposal, according to the established code of 
their profesaion. 

Therefore it was that Hirpinus felt his heart sink at Euchenor's 
malicious observation. Therefore it was that thoiigh he strove to 
put on an appearance of good humour and confidence, a percep- 
tible tremor shook bis voice while he rephed ; 

' I found her first. I draped her from the clmriot. I put 
that foolish citizen on his back to make sport for yon all. I am 
lihe oldest swordsman in the band. I think you might leave her 
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Euohenor'ri eye wiis on 
glance, she shnink yet cIop 
observed, with a sneer : 

' Toil had better make a new set of rules for us then, since jort 
seem inclined tu break through ttie old. ComradeB, I appeal 
to you ; doth not the booty belong to aa aU, share and shore 
alike ? ' 

TliQ otliera were crowding in now, having reached a naiTowe* 
street, and left the populace behind. ' Of course, of oo 
was re-echoed oa all aides ; ' who doubts it 7 who disputes 

' Wbat would you have, man ? ' exclaimed Hirpinus, v 
wroth. ' You cannot out a captive into twenty pieces snd give 
even' man a portion 1 I tell you, she is mine. Let her alone !' 

' You cannot cut a wineskin into twenty pieces, nor need you,' 
replied the Greek; 'biit you pass it round amongst your com.- 
rades, till every man's thirst be slaked. 'Faith, after that, yoU 
may keep die empty skin for your own share, if you like I ' 

He epoke in a cold derisive tone, and although Mariarane coul J 
not understand half he Bald, gtirntHhed, as hia speech was, witll 
the cant terms of hia calling, slie gathered enough of its import to 
be terrified at the prospect before her. 

Old Hirpinus lost patience at last. 

' Will i/ou lake her from me ? ' he burst out, knitting hia bushyj 
brows, and putting hia face close to the Greek's. ' Stand up then 
like a man and lry\' 

Euchenor turned very pale. It was no part of Lis scheme tO' 
provoke his robust old comrade to a personal encountsr ; 
indeed, the pugilist was a coward at heart, owing liis reputatioit 
chiefly to the skill with whicli ha had always matched bimself 
against those whom he was sure to conquer. Now he fell back a. 
step or two from his glaring adversary, and appealed onca moT* 
to their companions. 

These gathered round, speaking all at once, Hirpinus turning 
from one to the other, and ever shielding his charge with hirf 
body, aa an animal ehielda its young. He was determined ten 
save the girl, because he imderstood dimly that she belonged in 
some way to Esca, and the loyal old swordsman would not liavs 
hesitated one moment in flinging hia life down, then aud there, to 
purchase her safety. 

' Hold, comrades ! ' slioutcd he, in a stentorian voice that made 
itaelf heard above the din. ' Will ye bay me altogether like A 
pack of BIoloBsian wolf-hounds ? Jlounds, forsoolh I nay, thff 
Uoiossians arc truo-brud, and there is one cur amongst us horo at' 
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least, to my knowledge, Rather, like a knot of jabbering (jJd 
women iu a market-place 1 Talk of rules ! Of (wuree we iibidc 
by our rules, ay, and stick to our oatli. Eufiis, old frioiid, we 
have stood witli our eworda at each othea-'a throats for hours 
together, many a time during the last tea yeare, and never had 
an angry woi-d or an unkindly thought. Thou wilt not fail me 
now? — Thou wilt not see old Ilirpinus ivi-onged?' 

The champion thua appealed to by such tender associationfl, 
thi'u/it hia tall person forward in the throng. Slow of spcuch, 
calm, calculating, and reflective, Rufiis was held nn oi'acle of 
good sense amongst hid fellow-swordsmen. 

' You are both wrong,' said he, seutentioualy. ' The girl 
belongs to neither of you. If this had happened yesterday, Hir- 
pinua would have had a right to carry her where he chose. But 
we have taken the oath since then, old comrade, and she is the 
joint property of the bajid by aC our laws.' 

' I said BO 1 ' exclaimed Euchenor, triumphantly. ' The prize 
belongs to vs all. Every man hia turn. The apple seems fair 
and ripe enough. Mine shall be the hand to pare its rind.' 

As he spoke, he pulled aside the veil wlucb Mariamne had 
modestly drawn once more about her head, and the girl, flushing 
scarlet at the insult, stamped passionately with her foot, and then, 
as if acknowledging her helplessness, burst into tears, and hid her 
face in her hands. 

Hirpinua caught the aggressor by the shoulder, and sent him 
reeling Lack amongst the rest. His beard bristled with anger, 
and the foam stood on iiia hp like some old boar at bay. 

' Hands cfl' I ' roared the veteran. ' Rules or no rules, another 
such jest as tliat and I drive a foot of steel through the jester'p 
brisket 1 What I Eoius, I came not into the Family yesterday. 
I was eating raw flesh and lentil porridge when most of tliesc 
were sucking tLeir mothers' milk. I tell thee, man, the old law 
was this: Wben gladiators disputed on any subject whatever— 
jiay, plunder, or pi'ecedence — they were to take short sworda, 
throw away their shields, and fight it out by pairs, till they were 
agreed. Stand round, comrades I Put the little Greek up at 
hftlf-Bword distance; clear a space of seven feet square, not an 
inoli mere, and I'll show you how we used to settle theae matters 
■' n Nero wore the purple 1 ' 

Say, nay 1 ' interposed SInriamne, wrhiging iier hands in an 

M»y of (error and dismay. ' Shed not blood on my account. 
a poor, helpless girl. 1 have done no one any harm. Let 
I, for pity's sake ! Let me go ! ' 
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But; to this Bolution of the difficulty objectioiLB were offered ( 
all sides. Rutiia indeed, aad one or two of the older Bwordimiei^ 
moTod by the youth and tears of the captive, would willing^ 
bftve permitted her to escape; but Euohenor, LutoriuB, aod til 
rest, objected violently to the lo3» of eo benntiful a prize. Kufiii 
too, when appealed lo, though he would fain have supported lu 
old comrade, was obliged to confess that justice, according ( 
gladiator's law, was on Euchenor'a side. Even ihe proposal I 
light tor her posses^n by pairs, popular as it waa likely to be Ii 
such a company, waa rendered iuiidmisaiblB by the tenna of tl 
late oath. The band, indeed, when purchased aa they had bei 
by HippitiB for a special duty lo be pertbnncd that night, ha< 
becooie pledged, according to custom, not only to the usual 
brotherhood and oommuuity of interests, but also to refrain from ' 
baring steel upon any pretance or provocation either a 
themselves or agaicst a common foe, until ordered to do so by. 
their employer. Hirpinus, though he chafed and awore vebe- ' 
mently, Biid kept Mariamne close under his wing through it ftll, 
was obliged to acknowledge the force of hia comrade's argiimentKf 
and the puzzled athlete rauked his unacuufitomed brains till 1: ' 
head ached to Hud some means of escape for the girl he h 
resolved to save. In the meantime, delay was dangerous. Thi 
men were not used to hesitate or refrain, and alrraidy the hor^^ 
was approaching at ivhich they were to muster for their night^ 
work, whatever it might be, in the Tribune's house. The old 
Bwordianan felt he must dissemble, were it but to gain time; 
he smoothed his brows, mid, much aguinst the grain, assumed ai 
appearaace of good-humour and satisfaction. 

' Be it as you will,' said he, ' old Hirpinus is the last n 
turn round upon his comrades, or to break the laws of the Fam^ 
lijr the sake of a cream-coloured lace and a wisp of black hai 
I will abide by the decision of Hippias. We sliall find him ift 
the Tribune's hou^, and it ia time we were there now. Forwat^ 
my hids ! Nay, hands offl I t«ll thee once more, Eucflienas,! 
tiU we have brought her to the master's she belongs to me.' 

Euchenor grumbled, but waa conipellad to submit | for thtf 
other's intluence amongst the gladiators was far greater than hu 
own. And the little party, with Mai'iamne in the centre, stS' 
clinging last to Ilirijinus, moved on in the direction of Uie Trt* 
bime's house. 

Esea, crouching in his place of concealfflent, silent and wai 
OS he had ofttimes crouched long ago, when watching for ihe di 
deer on the hillaide, was awai'e of the ti-j^nip of disciplined mBap 
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approaclmig the porch m wlucb lie lay in ambUEh, Every fitcult^ 
was keenly, painfully on die atretoh. Once, at the sound of 
wliCieL^ he bad atar Led from his lair, reudy to make oae desperate 
attempt for the reecae of his love ; but greatly to fau consterna- 
tion, the gilded chariot returned empty, save of Automedon, 
looking much scored and bewildered. The wily Oorsea, indeed, 
liaving made his eacape &om the gladiators, had betakeo himBeU! 
to hia lodging, and there determined to remain, either till hia 
patnm's wrath should be ethauated, or till the eventa which he 
foresaw the night would bring forth should have diverted it into 
another channel. So Automedon went home in fear and trem- 
bling by himself. As the Briton revolved matt«n in hia mind, 
ho knew nnt whether to be most ulajmcd or reassured by this 
unforeseen contingency. 'Iliough llie churiot had returned with- 
oat Mariarnne, the fi-eedmen and armed slaves were still absent. 
Could they have missed their prey, and were they still Bearchiog 
for her 7 or liad lliey carried her eUewhere 7 — to the freedmen'a 
gaiTet, perhaps, there to remain concenled, till the night waa 
fui-tlier advanced. Yet the words of PiaciduB, or of his ghoat, 
which he had overheard, seemed to- infer that the Jewess waa 
expected every minute. Every minute indeed I and thoee rack- 
ing minul£B seemed to siretch themselves to hours. With the 
nutm^ impatience of iaaction, which accompanies uncertainty, he 
had aluioat mode up his mind to return In search of Kleazar, 
when the steady footfall of the appioacUug party arrested hia 
attention. 

There waa a bright moon shining above, and the open space 
into which the gladiators advanced was clear aa day. With o 
Icoen feeling of confidence he recognised the square frame of Hir- 
pinuB, and then, an he caught sight of the dark-robed figure at 
the swordman's aide, for one exulting moment, doubt, fear, 
aaxiety, all were merged in tlie delight of seeing Slariamne once 

With the bound of a wild deer, ho was in the midst of them, 
clasping her ia his arms, and the girl sobbing on bis breast felt 
safe and happy, because she waa with /iiw, 

Hirpiaua gave a. shout that startled the slaves laying the tables 
in tlie inner hall. 

' Safe, my lad ]' he exclaimed, ' lind in a whole skin. Sound 
aikd heanjy, and fit to join ua in to-night's work. Better late 
than never. Swear him, comrades I awear him on the spot I 
Send in for a morael of bread and a pmi:li of salt. Here, Euftis, 
UQpo thy blade ivitli mine I Thou urt in the nick of time, lad, 
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TiiiB speech he eked c 
young friend, foe HirpiniM 
the pair, could thinlt of o 
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Lt with many winks and sigos to hit 
i, gnesaing how mattera stood betwo* 
DO better plan by which Esca Bhoald 
,1 least claim a share in the prey they had so recently aciniired. 

Ilia artifice was, however, loat upon the Briton, who seemed 
wholly occupied with Marianme, and to wliom the gii'l waa whi*i 
pering her fears and diatrcaaes, and entrealiea tliat he would save 
her from the baiid. 

The young man drew her to hie side. ' Give way,' ea 
haughtily, aa Euchenor and Lutoriua closed ia upon him. 
baa made her choice, she goes witL me, I take her home to ber 
lather' a house.' 

The othera set up a shout of deiision. ' Hear him 1 ' they ci 
' It is tbe Prffitor who spcaka ! It ia the voice of Ctesar himaelfl 
Tee, yciB, go ia peace, if thou wilt. We have had enough and 
lo Bpare of your yellow-haired barbarirnia, but the girl remains 
with us.' 

She waa not trembling noiv. She waa past iiU fear in such i 
criaio aa this. Erect and defiant she stood beside her champion—.' 
pale indeed aa the dead, but with eyea in wbich flashed tlifl 
courage of despair. 

HJH lipa were white with the effort of aelf-commaud as hi 
strove to keep eool and to tise fair words. 

' I am one of yourselves,' said he. ' Tou will not turn against 
me all at once. Let me but take the maiden borne, and I wiU' 
come back and join you, true aa the blade to tlie haft.' 

'Ay, let them go I ' put in Hirpinua. ' He apeaks lairly, aai 
these barbarians aever tail their word ! ' 

' No, no,' interposed Euchenor. ' He has nothing to 
us. Why, he waa beaten in the open Circus by a mere patriciaTy 
Besides, be ia not engaged for to-night. He has no interest i^ 
tlie job. Who ia he, thia barbarian, that we should give np 
to him the fiiirest prize we are lil^e to take in the wholf 
buainesa?' 

' Will you fight for her 7 ' tJiundered Ebcb, hitching his iwoi 
belt to the {rout. 

Euchenor shrank back amongst his comrades. ' C 
forbids me,' said he ; and the othera, thougli they could nol 
refrain from jeering at the unwilling Greek, confirmi.'d 
decision. 

Ebcs'h mind waa made uji. ' Pass your litinda under my. 
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girdle,' Ic whiflpered to JIariamnfi, ' Hold fast, and wc ehall 
break lliroQgb I ' 

His sword was out like ligiitning, and lie daalied amongst tha 
gladialOTB, but he had to do witli men thoroughly skilled in armi 
and trained lo every kind of personal contest. 

A dozen blades were gleaming in the moonlight as ready aa 
hia own. A dozen points were threatening him, backed by fear- 
less hearta, and strong supple practised hands. He was at bay; 
n desperate man penned in by a circle of steel. He glanced 
fiercely round, defiant yet bewildered, then down at the pale face 
at hia breast, and his heart sank within him. He was at his 

She looked up — loving, resolute, and coui'ageoua. 'Dear 
one,' BJie said, softly, ' let me rather die by your hand. See, T 
do not fear. Strike I You only have the right, for I am yours I 

Even then a fiiint blush came into her cheek, while the pale 
hands busied themselves with her dress to bare her bosom for 
the blow. 

He turned his point upon her, and she smiled up in his face. 
Old HirpinuH dashed the tears from his shaggy eyelashes. 

' Hold I hold I ' eaid he, in a broken voice ; ' not tiU I am 
down and out of the ^ine for one I Enough of this I ' he addd) 
in an altered tone, and with a ludicrous asHumption of his usual 
careless manner. ' Here comes the master — no more wrangling, 
lads I we will refer the matter to him I ' 

While he spoke, Hippiaa entered tlie open apace in front of 

I (he Tribune's house, and the gladiators gathered eagerly around 
hjm, Euchenor alone remaining somewhat in the background. 

Hirp!A3 know well how to maintain discipline amongst hia fol- 
bwers. Wiiile he interested himself keenly in their training and 
personal weh^ire, he permitted no approach to familiarity, and 
above all never suffered a syllable of discussion on a commaud, 
or a moment's hesitation in its fulfillment. He came now to put 
himself at iheir head for the carrying out of a hazardous and 
_ important enterprise. The consciousness of coming dimgcr, espe- 
B <gifdly when it ia of a kind witli which habit has rendered him 
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lamiliap, and wliicli practice lin^ bmglit him to baffle by lug o 
skill and coumge, has a good moral effect on a brave man's a 
meter. It cheera his BpiritB, it exalts hiB imaginiLtioii, it Hharpe; 
his iotellects, and, aboTe all, it nofV&na his heart. HlppM t 
that to-night he would need all the qualities be mo^t prized 
carry him safely through hia task — that while failure muat 1 
inevitable destruction, auccesn 'would open out to him a career o 
which the uUimate goal might be a procnratorahip or even 
kingdom. How quickly past, present, and possible iuture, £' ' 
through his brain 1 It was not bo long since his first t' 
the amphitheatre I He remembered, aa if it were but yi 
the canToB awuiugs, the blue sky, and the coniused maaa of &eM^ 
framing that dazzling sweep of sand, all of which his aght b ' 
in at once, though hia eyes were fixed on those of the -watcl: 
Gaul, whom he disarmed in a couple of passes, and dsw mthov) 
the slightest remorse. He could feel again, even now, the h( 
breath of the Libyan tiger, as he fell beneath it, choked wii 
sand and covered by hia buckler, stabbing desperately at tlu 
sinewy cheat in which the life seemed to lie bo deep. The tiger^ 
claws had left their marks upon hia bran*ny shoulder, btit liftli 
risen from the contest victorioiis, and Red and Green th 
the whole crowded b\ii]ding, fi-om the senators' euahitmfl t ^^ 
slaves' six inches of standing-room, cheered him to a man. Aftfi 
this triumph, who such a fevoiirite with the Roman people -^^ 
handsome Hippias? Again, he was the centre of all obaervatac 
as, confessedly the head of hia profession, he set in order Ner 
cruel shows, and eatei'ed with profuse splendour for the tastes 
Imperial liome. Yes, he had reached the pinnacle of a gladJato 
feme, and from that elevation a prospect opened itself that he It 
scarcely even dreamed of till now. A hnndfiii of determiiK 
men, a torch or two for every score of blades, a palace in flame' 
a night of blood (he only hoped and longed that there might 1 
reaistanoe enough tc distinguish strife from murder), anothi^^ 
dynasty, a grateful patron, and a brave man's services wor&il 
acknowledged and repaid. Then the future would indeed Hmi 
in gorgeous hues. Which of Rome's dominions in the East wtn^ 
most fiilly satisfy the thirst for royal luxury that he now exp 
rienced for the first time ? Id which of his manher qualities w 
he «o inferior to tlie Jew, that Hippiaa the gladiator should m 
a lowlier monarch than Herod the Great 7 and men had not di ^^^ 
talking of that warlike king, even now 1 — his wisdom, his cmel^ 
hia courage, his splendour, and his crimes. A Eoman proviiM 
iraB but another name for an independent government. Hipfoi 
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soM himself acthroTied in toe blaze of majeaty under a glowing 
eaetem sky. Life ofTerirg all it liiul to give of pomp and 
pageimtry and rich materLiJ enjoymrait. Slaves, horaeB, jewels, 
banqnots, datk-eycd women, silken eunnohs, and gaudy guwda 
with burniahed helmets and fladiing Hhielda of gold. Nothing 
wanting, not even one with whom to nhore the gUttering vision. 
Valeria would be hia, Valeria waa bom to be a queen. It would, 
indeed, be a triumph to olFer the half of a throne to the womnu 
who had hitherto condeHcended by listening to hie suit. There 
waa a leavening of generosity in Hippine that caused him tn 
reflect with intense pleasure on the lar deeper homage he would 
pay her after so romantic a consiummation of hin hopes. He felt 
as if he could almost lore her then, with the lovo he had expe- 
rienced in hia boyhood — that boyhood which seemed now to 
have been another's rather than hia own. He hnd put it away 
long since, and it had not come back to him for years till to-day; 
but gratified vanity, the pleasure which most bearts experience 
in grasping an object that haa been dangling out of reach, beyond 
all, the power exerted by a woman, over one who has been 
accustomed to consider himaelf either above or below such 

filcasing influencei", had softened him strangely, and he hardly felt 
ike the same man who made his bargain with the Tribune 
for a certain quantity of flcah and blood and mettle, so short a 
time ago. 

It is not to be thought, however, that in his dreams of the 
future, the fcnoing-master neglected the means by which that 
fiitiae was to be attained. He had mustered and prepared his 
band with more than common care; bad seen with hia own eyes 
that their arms were bright and sharp and fit for work; had 
placed them at their appointed poata and visited them repeatedly, 
anjoining, above all things, extreme vigilance and sobriety. Not 
one of those men saw beneath hia unnifMed brow and quiet stem 
demeanour anything unusual in the conduct of their leader ; not 
one could have guessed that schemes of ambition far beyond any 
he had ever cherished before, were working ia his brain — that a 
strange, sofl, kindly feeling was nestling at his heart. 

He stood in the moonlight amongst his followers, oalm, abrupt, 
Bevere as uiual ; and when Hirpinus looked into his stem set 
lace, the hopes of the old gladiator fell aa did his countenancp, 
bnt Mariamne perceived at once with a woman's eye Romething 
that taught her an appeal to Ids pity on this occasion would not 
be made in vain. 
rWith habitual caution, hia first proceeding was to count the 
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band ere he took oote of the two figures in tlieir centre. Tti^ 
he cost a Bcrutiniaing glance at tbeir amw to «Ltiafy hinuelf aU' 
were ready for immediate action. After that he turned with SL 
displeased air to Uirpicus, and askod : 

' What doth the woman amongst ua 7 Ton heard my ordra 
this morning ? Who brought her here ? ' 

Haifa dozen voices were raised at once to anawer the master^ 
qiiBBlion ; only he to whom it was especially ad.dreaBed kej 
silence, knowing the nature witli which he had to do. 

HippisB raised but hia sheathed sword and the clamour ceased 
Not a maniple in all Rome's well-drilled legions seemed in bett* 
discipline than this handful of desperate men. Then he tumei 
to Esca, still speaking in short incisive tones. 

' BritoQ I ' said he, ' you are not one of hs to-night. Go yout 
ivays in peace ! ' 

' Well said 1 ' shouted the gladiators. ' He is no comrade C 
ours I He hath no share in our spoil 1 ' 

But Hippias only wished to save the Briton from the perila t 
the coming night, and this from some vague feeling he coul 
'iardly explain to himself, that Valeria was interested in the stal 
wart barbai'ian. It was not in the fencing-master's nature I 
entertain sentiments of jealousy upon uncertain grounds. Ax 
he was just fond enough of Valeria to value any one she liked & 
her sake. Moreover Esca knew their plans. He wonld alan 
ihe palace, and there would be a fight. He ^vished nothing bettej 

Esca was aboiit to make his appeal, but Mariamne interpofiei 

' Where he goeth I will go,' said she, almost in the words i 
her own sacred writings. ' I have to-night lost father, and homi 
and people. This is the second time he hath saved me Iron 
captivity worse than death. Part us not now, I beseech thee 
part us not I' 

Hippias looked kindly on tjie sweet face with its large im 
Ing eager oyca. ' You love him,' said he, ' foolish girl, Bt 
then, and take him with you.' 

But again a fierce mtumur rose amongst the gladiators, 
even the master's authority was sufficient to carry out such 
breach of aU laws and customa na this. Euchenor, ever prone t 
wrangle, stepped forward from the background, where he h» 
remained so as to appear an impartial and uninterested observer* 

' The oath I ' exclaimed the Greek. ' The oath — we swore it 
when the sun was up — shall we break it ere the moon goes down t: 
She is ours, Hippias, by all the laws of the Family, and we Vi '"" 
act give hei- up,' 
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* Siifince I ' thundered iJic master, with a look [hat made 
Euchenor shrink back once more. ' Who asked you for your 
vote ? Hirpinua, Rnfus, once iigain, how came thifl woman 
here?' 

* She was bonnd hand and foot in a chariot,' answered the 
former, ig;noring, however, with \em than Iiis usual frankness, to 
whom that chariot belonged. ' She waa carried away by force. 
I pi-otected her from ill-nange,' he added, Rtoutly, ' aa I would 
prolect her again.' 

The girl gave him a grateful look, which «mk into the old 
BWordaman's heart. Esca, too, muttered warm broken wordH of 
thanke, while the bond assented to the truth uf this statement. 

' Even BO t ' they exclaimed. ' Hirpinua epeaka well. That ia 
why ^e belongs t« us, and we claim every man his share.' 

Hippiaa woa too experienced a commander not to know that 
there are timea when it ia necessary to jfield with a gnod grace, 
and to uae artifice if force will not avail. It ia thus tlie skillful 
rider mlea hia steed, and the judicious wife her husband — the 
governing power in either case inducing the governed to believe 
that it obeya entirely of ita own free will. He smiled, thereibro, 
pleasantly on his followers, and addressed them in carelesa good- 
humoured toaea. 

' She belongs to us all without doubt,' said he, ' and, by the 
aandala of Aphrodite, ahe ia ao fair that I shall put in my claim 
with the reat 1 Nevertheless there is no time to he wasted now, 
for the sake of the brighteat eyes that ever flashed beneath a veil. 
Put her afflde for a few hours or ao. You, Hirpinus, as yon cap- 
tured her, shall take care that she does not escape. For tlie 
Briton, we may as well keep him safe too — we may find a uae for 
those long arms of his when to-night's buainesa ia accomplished. 
In the meantime, IkU in, my heroea, and make ready for your 
work. Supper fii-st (and it's laid even now) with the noblest 
patrician and the deepest drinker in Romp, Julius PtaoiduB the 
Tribune ! ' 

' Euge I ' exclaimed the gladiators in a breath, forgetful at the 
moment of their recent dissatisfaction, and eager to hear more of 
the night'a enterprise, about which they entertained the wildest 
and most varioua anticipations ; nothing loth, beaidea, to share the 
orgies of a man whose table was celebmted for its luxuries amongit 
all classes in Rome. 

Hippias looked round on their well-pleased faces, and con- 
tiaiied: 

' Then what say you, my children, to a walk through the 
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[jaliice gardens? We will take our swords, by Herculea, 
German guarda aiQ stubborn dogs, and best cuDviuced by 
ai^ument each of ua carriea at liia belt. It may be dark too 
we get there, for tlie moon b early to-niglit, and we liaye no n' 
to Btir till we have tasted the Tribune's wine, bo we must ai 
forget a few torches to light us on our way. There are a so 
at least lying ready in the comer of that porch. So we will j< 
our comrades in a fair midnight frolic under Ctesar'a roof. CeBeai'i 
forsooth I my children, there will be a smouldering palace 
another C«aar by to-morrow I ' 

' £uge I ' exclaimed the gladiators once more. 

' Hail, CiEEar I Long live Cicsar ! ' they repeated with ehoi 
of fierce mocking laughter. 

' It is well,' remarked Iiufua, sagaciously, when sileace i 
restored, ' The pay ia good and the work no heavier iLan 
ordinary Pnctor's show. But I remember a fiercer lion, tl; 
common, that Nero turned loose upon uh once in the arttn&, a 
we called him *' Ca>sar " amongst ourtielves, because he woe At 
geroui to meddle with. If the old nitm's puiple Ib to be rent, ' 
ehould have something over the regular pay. They have i 
lasted long of late ; but still, Uippias, 'tis somewhat out of die 
usual bmdneas. We don't change an emperor evety night, eveo, 

' True enough,' answered the master, good-humouredly. ' 
you have never been wiiiiin the walla of a palace in your 
Something beyond your pay, said you? Why, man, the pay 
but a pretext, a mere matter of form. Once in Ciesa]''a chamfaei^ 
a large-fisted fellow like EuiiiB here, may carry away a Ung^ 
ransom in either hand. Then tliink of the old wine 1 Kft 
year-old Qccuban, in tdx-quort cups of solid gold, and welcoi 
to take the goblet away with you, beaidea, if you care to be e 
cumbered with it. Shawls from Persia, lying about for nu 
coveringH to the couches. Mother-of-pearl and ivory gleami 
in every corner. Jewels scattered in heaps upon the Jioor. Oa 
get the work done first, and everr man here shall help hima 
unquestioned, and walk home with whatever pleases hijn beat.' 

It was not oAen Hippias treated his followers to so long 
speech, or one, in their estimation, so much to the purpoea 
They marked their approval with vehement and repeated shouU 
They ceased to think of Esca, and forgot all about Mariamne and' 
their late dissatisfaction ; nay, they seemed now but to be impa- 
tient of every subject unconnected with their enterprise, and b 
grudge every minute that delayed them &om their promiaoj 
spoil. At a signal from Uippias and his intimation that sttppa 
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yna ready, and their boat awaiting them, they rushed tumol- 
luouely through the porch, leaving behind them Mariamne and 
Eaca, guarded only by old Hirpinus and Euchcnor, the latter 
appearing alone to be unmoved by the glowing prospects of plun- 
der held out, and obstinately standing on hia tighta, determined 
not to lose sight of the captured girl, tiie more ho that ahe was 
now overlooked by the rest of his comrades. 

This man, though deficient in tlie dashing physical daring 
which is BO popular a quality amongst those of his profeamon, 
poaaesHed, nevertlieleaB, a do^ed tenacity of purpose, totally un- 
qualified by any moral scruples or feelings of Efaame, which ren- 
dered him formidable oa an antagonist, and generally successful 
in any villany he attempted. 

Aa ia the combats he wt^ed with or witliout tbe heary lace- 
rating cefbis, his object was to tire out hia adversary by 
protracted and scienti^o defence, taking aa little punixhinent aa 
possible, and never hazarding a blow save when it coidd not be 
returned, eo in eveiythuig lie undertook, it was his study to reach 
the goal by unielaxing vigilance, and unremitdiig recouree to the 
means which experience and common sense pointed out fbt ita 
attainment. 

Slinking behind tlie broad back of Hirpinus, he concealed 
himself ia the daikest comer of the porch, and watched the 
result of Mariamne's appeal to the fencing-master. 

Hippias pushed the gladiators on before him, with boisterous 
good-humour and considerable violence ; as they orowded 
tlutn^h the narrow entrance, he remained behind for a moment, 
and whispered to Eaca : 

' You will take the girl home, comrade. Can I trUBt you ? ' 

' IVust me 1 ' was all the Briton answered, but &e tone in 
which lie spoke, and the glance he exchanged with Mariamne, 
might have satiaBed a more exacting enquirer than the captain of 
gladiators, 

' Fare thee well, lad,' said Hirpinus, ' and thee, too, my pretty 
riower. I would go with you myselii but it is a long way fiwm 
here to Tiber-side, and I nnist not be missing to-night, come what 

' Begone, both of you I ' added Hippias, hurriedly. ' Had it 
not been for the plunder, I i^hould scarce have found my Iambs bo 
reasonable to-night ; were you to &11 in with them again, the 
Vestals themselves could not save you. Begone, and ferewell.' 

They obeyed and hastened off, while the fencing-master, with 
It well-pleaaed smile, clapped Hirpinus on the aiioulder, and ac- 

mpa&ied liim into the bouse. 
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' Old comrade,' said he, ' we will drink a muEiBure of 
Tribune's Ceecuban to-night, come what may. To-morrow 
shall either be on our backs gaping for the death-foe, or pressin 
our lips to nothing meaner than a chalice of burnished goli 
Who knows? Whocarea?' 

' Not I for one,' replied Hirpiniia ; ' but I am strangely thirsf 
in the raeanlime, and the Tribimo'swino, they tell ' " ' 



s the be 



CHAPTER XIII. 

THE EStlUlLINE. 

With attentive cars, and faculties keenly on the stretch, Eucl 
nor, lurking in the corner of the porch, listened to the foregoi 
conversation. When he gathered that Tiber-side was the din 
tioQ the fugitives meant to take, his quick Greek intellect foi-mi 
ita plan of operation at once. 

There vnin a post of his comrades, consisting of some of ti 
gladiators purchased by Placidus, and placed there a few hou 
since by the orders of Hippias, in the direct road for tli 
locahty. 

He would follow the pair, noiaeleaa and unsuspected, for he ha 
no mind to provoke an encounter with the Briton till with! 
reach of assiatancp, then give the alarm, seize the waylarers, an 
appeal to the club-law they all held sacred, for his rights. Ew 
would be sure to defend the girl with his life, but he would I: 
overpowered by numbers, and it would be strange if he could di 
be quieted for ever in the struggle. There would still be tin 
enough, thought Euchenor, after hia victory to join his comradi 
at the Tribune's table, leaving the girl to the t« 
tlie band. He could make some escuse for hia absence to 
hia companions, heated as they would by that time be with 
Indeed, for hia own part, he had no great fency for the night' 
adventure, promiiuug oa it did more hard knocks than he cared t 
exchange in a fight with the German guard, fierce blue-eye 
giants, who would give and take no quarter. He did not 
indeed, to lose his share of the plimdcr, for no one was 
»live to the advantages of a fidi purse, but he triiatcd to hi 
own dexterity for securing this, without running v 
risk. Meanwhile, it was hia method to attend to 
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at a time; be waited impatiently, tlicrefore, tiit Hippias entered 
the house, and left him at liberty lo emerge from his hiding- 
place. 

No sooQei was tlie master's back turned than the Greek sped 
iuto the street, glancing ei^erly down ita long viata, 13'ing white in 
the moonlight, ibr the two i^k figures he sought. Agile and 
noiseless as a. panther, he skulked swifUy along under the shadow 
of the houaea, till he reached the comer whicli a passenger would 
turn who was bound for Tiber-side. Here he made sure tliat he 
wast Bight hia prey ; but no, amongst the few wayfarers who 
dotted this Icfta Eolitnry district he looked in vain tor Eaca's 
towering shoulders or the shrinking figure of the Jewesa. In 
vain, like a bound, he quested lo and fro, now castiog forward 
upon a T^ie speculation, now trying back with imtiring perse- 
Terance and determination. Like a hound, too, whose game has 
foiled him, he was obliged to slink borne at length, aahamed and 
bafiled, lo the porch of tlie Tribune's house, inventing as he went • 
a plausible excuse to boHt and comrades for hia tardy appearance 
at tlie banquet. He had passed, nevertheless, within twen^ pacca 
of those he hunted, but Le knew it not. 

Willi the first rapture of intense joy for their escape, it wan in 
the nature of Marinmne that her predominant feeling Bhould be 
one of gratitude to heaven for thus preserving both herself and 
him whose life was dearer to her than her own. In conunon witli 
her nation, she believed in the constant and immediate interposi- 
Ijon of the Almighty in fevour of his servants ; and the new fiiitb, 
which was rapidly gidning ground in her heart, bad tempered the 
awe in which hia worshipper regards the Deity, with the implicit 
trust, and love, and confidence, entertained for its father by a child. 
Such feelings can but find an outlet in thanksgiving and prayer. 
Before Slariamne had gone ten paces from the Ti'ibune'a house, 
she stopped short, looked up in Eacn'a face, aud said : ' Let ue 
kneel together, and thank God for our deliverance.' 

' Not here at least 1 ' exclaimed the Briton, whose nerves, good 
as tbey were, had been somewhat unstrung by tie vicissitudes of 
the night, and the apprehensions that had racked him for hia 
beloved companion, ' Tliey may return at any moment. You 
ai'e not safe even now. If you are so exhausted you cannot go 
on (for she was leaning heavily on his arm, and her head 
drooped), I will carry you in my arms from here to your father'* 
house. My love, I would carry you through tie world.' 

She smiled sweetly on him, though her lace was very jialo. 
1 us turn in at ibis ruined gateway,' said she ; ' a few 
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motneata' rest wiL restore me ; and Eeca, I muat give ill 
the God of Israe], who haa saved botli thee and me.' 

They were near a crumbling arctway, with a broken ij 
that had fallen in. It was on die oppoaite side of ^a street t 
the Tribune's house ; and aa lliey pased beneath Ita moulderii^ 
epan, they ^w that it foi-med an entrance into one of those wildt 
neanea, which, after the great fire of Nero, existed here and tl ~ 
not only in the suburbs, but at the very heart of Eome, 

ThOT were, in truth, in that deaolate wxiste which had out 
been the tamous Esquiline GiardeQs, oi'iginally a burial-g 
and granted by Auguatua to Im fuvoui-lte, the iilustrioua Mt 
to plant and decorate according to hia prolific £incy and c 
peachable taate. That learned nobleman had taken advantage « 
hie emperor's liberality to build here a stately luluce, which hai 
not, however, eecaped the great fire, and to lay out extenav 
pleasure-grounds, which had been derastated by the ran 
' calamity. Little, indeed, now remiuaed, save the trees that hi 
originally shadowed the Roman's grave in the days of the old ji 
public. The ' unwelcome cypresses' so touchiiigly described I 
his moat reflective ode, by him whose genius Msccenaa fostered 
and whose gratitude paid hia princely patron back by rendeiii^ 
'lim immortal. 

Many a time had Horace lounged in these pleasant shadei 
musing with quaint asd varied faucies, half padietic, half gi 
tesque, on the buainesB and the pleasures, the sunshine and t 
tJiadows, the aim aud the end, of that to him inexplicable p 
blem, a man's short life. Kere, too, perhaps, he apeoulatad ( 
the mythology, to the beauty of which hia poetic imag:inatioa 
so keenly aUve, while hia atrong common sense and some 
mal«riaJ character must have been ao utterly incredulous of it 
truth. Nay, on this very spot did he not ridicule cerlain aaptm 
etitiona of his countrymen, with a, coarseness that is only t 
deemed by ita wit ? and preserve, in pungent sarc 
ages, the memory of an indecent statue on the Esquiline, aa 1 
haa preserved in aweet and gloiving lines, the gladaa of cool Pra 
aeste, or the terraced vineyards basking in the glare and glitter e 
noonday on Tibur'a sunny elopes 7 Kere, perhapa, many a tiia 
Diay have been seen the stout sleek form, so round and well-carei 
for, with its clean white gown, and dainty Hhitiirig head, crowned 
with a garland of festive roses, aud not wxnting, be sure, a feaAyi 
goblet in ita hand. Here may the poet have sat out many a 
joyoUB hour in the shade, with mirth, and song, and frequent mpa 
of old Falemian, and a vague dreary fancy the while ever pl*« 
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Btnt, tliongh unackoowledged — like a death's head at the bAnquflt 
— tbat ft;ast, and jest, and aong cuuld not last fui ever, but that the 
time must corae at length, when the empty jar would not be filled 
agun, when the fiided roses could be bound logettor no longw 
in a chaplet for the unconsciouB browe, and the string of the lyre, 
once snapped, must be ailent henceforward for evermore. 

The verjr waterMl that hud sootlied its master to hia noonday 
slumber in the droway shade, waa now dried up, and in the eavitj' 
abore, a heap uf dusty rubbish alone remained, where eret the 
cool traoHlucent sui'face ehone, &ir and ranooth as glass. Weeda 
were growing runk and toU, where once the myrtle quivered and 
the roses bloomed. Where Chloe gambolled and where Lydia 
sang, the raven croaked and fluttered, and the night-owl Bcreamed. 
Inijtead of velvet turf and trim exotic ehrubs, and ahapely statues 
framed in bowers of green, the nettle spread its festering carp&t, 
ftnd the dock put out its pointed leaf; and here and there a tomb- 
stone sliowed its slab of marble, smooth and grim, like a bone 
that has been laid bare. All was ruin or decay — a few ahoi-t 
years Lad done the work of agea ; and whether they waked or 
whether they slept, poet and patron had gone hence, never to 
return. 

Under the branches of a spectral holm-oak, black L-nt'd, withered, 
and destroyed by fire, Marianme paused, and clung witli both 
liands to her companion's arm. Bravely had the gill borne up 
for hours against terrible mental anxiety, as well a^ actual bodily 
]iain, but with relief and comparative safety came the reaction. 
Her ayes grew dim, her senses seemed failing, and her limbs 
trembled so that she was unable to proceed, 

He hung over her in positive fear. Tlie pale face looked so 
death-like that his bold heart quailed, as the possibility presented 
itself of life witliout her. Propped in hia strong grasp she soon 
recovered, and iie told her as much, in a feiv frank simple words. 

' And yet it must come at last,' said slie, gently. ' What ia the 
short epau of a man's liie, Esca, for such love as ours 7 Even 
had we everything we can wish, all the world can give, tliere 
would be a sting in each.imoment of happinosa at the thought 
that it must end so soon.' 

' Happiness ! ' repeated Esca. ' \7hat is it T Why ia there so 
little of it on earth 7 Mff happiness is to be with you; and see, I 
win it but for an hour at a time, at a cost to yourself I cannot 
bear to think of.' 

She looked lovingly in his fwe. 'Do you suppose / would 
J QOunt the cost 7 ' said ah-c ' Ever since the night you took me 




from those fearfiil reveUera, and brought me ao gently a 
jtmrteonBly ta my lather's house, I — I have never forgotten whal 
I owe you.' ; 

He raised her hand to his lips, with the action of an inferioai;) 
doing homage. Alone with the woman he loved, the reiy depth 
and generosity of hia yomig affection made him look on her I 
something aacred and apart. 

She heffltated, for ahe had yet more to Hay, which maidc 
shame repressed, lest it should disolose her feelings too opealv 
but she loved him well: she could not keep silence on i 
Bubject, and after a pause, she took cotuage and asked: 

' Esca, could you boar to think we were never to meet again S 

' I would rather die at once I ' he exclaimed, fervently. 

She shook her head, and smiled rnllier sadly. 

' But after death,' she inaisted ; ' after death do you believe ya 
will see me no more ? ' 

He looked blank and confused, 
present almost unconsciously in his 
definite a shape before. 

' Yon would make me a coward, llariamne,' said he i ' when 1, 
think of you, I almost year to die.' 

They were standing under the holm-oak, where the m.oonIig 
Blzeamed down clear and cold through the bare branches, 
shone on a slab of marble, half-defaced, half- overgrown witi 
moss. Nevertheless, on that auifkce was distinotiy carved t" 
horse's head with which the Roman loved to decorate the b' 
that marked bis last resting-place 

'Do you know what that means? ' said she, pointing to tb 
([uaint and yet suggestive symbol. ' Even the proud Eomi 
I'eels that death and departure are the same, — that he is going < 
a journey he knows not where, but one from which he nev< 
shaU return. It is a journey we must all take, none can tell ho: 
soon ; for you and me the horse may be harnessed this ve{ 
night. But I know where I am going, Esca. If you had fdd 
me an hour ago with your sword, I should have been there eva 

' And I ? ' he exclaimed. ' Should I have been with you 7 for 
would have died amongst the gladiators as I have seen a wolf di 
in my own country, overmatched by hounds. Mariamne, y« 
would not have left me for ever 1 Whitt would have becoma 
of me?' 

Again she shook her head with the same pitiiul plsuitiT(^ 
smile. 
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' Ton do not know the way,' said she. ' You have no gniile 
lo take you by the haad ; you would be lost in the darkneea ; 
and I — I should see jou no more. Oh I Esca, I can teach you, 
1 caa show it you. Let us travel it together, and, couie what 
may, we need never part again I ' 

Then the girl knelt down under that dead tree, with the 
moonbeams shining on her pale lace, and her lips moved in 
whispered thanksgiving for tie late eBcape, and prayer for him 
who now Btood by her side, and who watched her with wietfiil 
looks, as a child watches a piece of mechanism of which ho aeea 
plainly the effect, while he strives in vain to comprehend the 

It seemed to Esca that the woman he loved must have found 
the talisman that all his youth he had felt a vague consciousness 
he wanted — something beyond manly courage, or burning pa- 
triotism, or the dogged obstinacy that fortifies itself by defying 
the worst. Moreover, the course of his past life, above all, the 
trials he had lately undergone, could not but have prepared 
the ground for the reception of that good seed which brings 
forth such good fruit, — could not but have shown him the neces- 
BJ^ for a strength superior to the bravest endurance of mere 
humanity, for a hope that was fixed beyond the grave. A few 
minutes she remained on her knees, praying fervently for herself, 
— for him. He felt that it was so, and while hia eyea were 
riveted on the dear face so pure and peaceful, turned upward lo 
the sky, he knew that his own being was elevated by her holy 
influence, that the earthly affection of a lover for his i 
waa in hia breast refined by the adoration 

Then she rose, and taking him by the at 
on her way, discoursing, as she went, on c< 
she had learnt from Calchaa, and which sh 
feith of those who have been taught by ( 
witness of the wonders he relates. 

There were no dogmas in those early days of the Christian 
Church (o distract the minds of its votaries from the simple 
tenets of their creed. The grain of mustard-seed had not yet 
shot up into that goodly tree which has since borne so many 
branches, and the pruning- knife, Hereafi^r to lop away so many 
redundant heresies, was not as yet unsheathed. The Christian 
of the fast century held to a very simple exposition of his (aitli 
as handed down to him from hie Divine Master. Trust and love 
were the ftmdamental ndea of hii; order. Trust that in the 
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extreniitj of mortal agony oonid penetrate beyond t}i* ^tei.' 
of death, and brighten the martyr's ikce witli a ray of splendour 
' like the face of an angel.' LoTe that embraced all thingn, 
downward from the Creatoi' to the loweet of the created, tlial 
opened ita heart freely and ungmdgingly to each, the (dnne((.J 
the prodigal, and the traveller who fell among thieves. " ' 
faiths, indeed, and other motives have fortified men to 
prondly to the etake, to bear withont wincing tortures t 
forced the sickening spectator to turn shuddering away. 
heathen or a Jew could front the lion's sullen scowl, or the g 
and glare of the cmel tiger, in the amphitheatre, with the t 
nhied composure that brave men borrow from despair ; 
behold unmoved the etraight cot furrow in the sand that n 
the arena of hia sufferings, soon to run crimson with his b 
Even athwart the dun smoke, amidst the leaping yellow £ 
pale ihces have been seen to move, majestic and eerene H 
spectres, with no sustaining power beyond that of a lofty conrage, 
the oUspring of education and of pride. But it was the Chriattan 
alone who could submit to the vilest degradations and the fleroeal 
suiFerings with a humble and even cheerful thankfulness ; who 
could drink from the bitter cup and accept the draught without a 
murmur, save of regret for hia own unworthincss ; nay, who 
could forgive and bleas the very tyranny that extorted, the v 
liand that ministered to, the tortures he endured. 

In itB early days, freah from the fountain-head, the Chrial 
was, indeed, essentially and cmphatiGally, a religion of love. 
feed the himgry, to dothe the naked, to Mretoh a hand to ti 
fallen, to think no evil, to judge not, noi 
to love ' the brother whom he had seen, 
mands of that Great Eiuanple who had si 
earth. His first disciples strove, hard lu 
to imitate him, and in so striving, failed c 
peaceiii] composure and contentment of mind, that no other o 
of morah^, no other aystem of philosophy, had ever yet p 
duced. Perhaps this waa the qnahty tlmt, in his dealings wilfi 
his victim, the Koman executioner found most mysterious ■ ~ 
inexplicable. Fortitude, resolution, defiance, these he could a 
derstand ; but the childlike simplicity that accepted good 1 
evil with equal confidence ; that waa thankhil and cheerful n 
both, and that entertained neither care for to-day n 
to-morrow, waa a moral elevation, at which, with all their pre 
aiona, Ids own coimtrymen had never yet been able to an 
Neither Stoic nor Epicurean, Sophist nor Philosopher, could loc 
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apAo Ufa, Euid death also, witli the calm lusurance of these un- 
learned men, leaning on & hand the Kotnan could not eee, con- 
vinced of an immorlfllity the Roman was unable to oonoflive. 

■Will tliia hapjy conviction beaming in ber feo^ jilfuiiimnc 
inculcated on Esca the tenets of her noble faitli; esplmiiug, 
not logically, indeed, but with wDman's perBiiaHiTC rcRBoningB ol 
the heart, how fair waa the prospect thua open to him, how 
glorious the reward, which, though mortal eye could not bebolil 
it, mortal hand could not take away. Fromines of foture happi- 
ne^ are none the less glowing, that they ikll on a mao'a ear fron. 
the lips be loves. Conviction goes the Htrwghter to hia hcRrt 
when it pervades another's that beats in unison with his own, 
Under that moonUt aky, reddened in the horizon with the glnre 
of a distant quarter of the city already eet on fira by tho in- 
siii^nta ; in that dreary waste of the Eaquiline, with its blaite"! 
trees, its shrieking night-birda, nnd its scattered gravo-stonc", 
tJie Briton imbibed the first principles of Christianity from the 
daughter of Judah, whom, he loved ; and the girl'a &oe boanicd 
with a holy tenderness more than mortal, whila she tihowed ihe 
way of everlasting liappiness, and life, and light, to him vrhofe 
soul W8B dearer to her than her own. 

And meanwhile around them on all sides, murder, rapini', 
and violence were stalking abroad unchecked. Kiotcns parties 
of Vespasian's supportei's met, hero and there, detached com- 
panies of Cffisar's broken legions ; and when such collisioris took 
place, the combatants fought madly, as it would seem from mei'e 
wanton love of bloodshed, to the death ; whicliever conquered, 
neither spared the dissolute citizens^ who indeed when safe out of 
reach, from roofs or windows encouraged the strife heartily with 
word and gesture. Sparks fell in showers through the streets of 
Rome, and blood and wine ran in streama along tho pavement; 
nor were the deserted gardens of the Esquiline imdisturbed 
by the tumult and devastation that pervaded the rest of the 
mibaippy city. 



CHAPTER XrV. 



When they sought to Irave their place of refuge, Esca and 
Mnriomne found themselveB hemmed in and drawn back by tho 
continaed tumult thatw.ia raging through the mirrounding quarters. 
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On ail mdes were heard the shouts of victory, tlie e 
deepaii, and the mad riot of drunken mirth. Occasionally, flyi 
pai'tiea of pursuera or pursued swept through the very outak' 
of the gardens themselveB, compelling the Briton and his ohs 
to plunge deeper into its gloomy sohtudea for concealtnent. 

At length they reached a place of comparative safety, under i 
knot of dark oypreaaes that had escaped the general conflagratioBJ 
nnd here they paused to take breath and Usten, Mariamne hM 
coming every moment more composed and tranquil, while Esci 
with a beating heart, calculated the many chances that mnst bI ' 
be risked ere they could reach her home beyond the Tiber, i 
lie could place tiie daughter in safely under her father's 
once more. It waa very dark where they were, for the cyp 
greiT thick and black between them and the sky. The plac 
probably in former timea been a favourite resort in the noondti^ 
heat. There were the remains of a grotto or suminer-houae d 
yet wholly destroyed, and the fragments of a wide atone 1 
Irom which a fountain had once shot its sparkling drops into t] 
Biunmer air. Several alleys, too, cut iu the young plantatioiri 
had apparently converged at this spot ; and although these weri 
much overgrown and neglected, one still formed, so to speak, i 
broad whit« street of tur^ hemmed in by walls of quiveriiu 
foliage, dark and massive, but sprinkled here and there wiv^ 
points of silver in the moonlight. 

Mariamne crept clowr to her companion's side, 

' I feel BO safe and so happy with you,' said she, caresHingtj^ 
' We seem to have changed places. Tou are the one who ia nofl _ 
anxiouB and — no, not frightened — but ill at ease. Esca ! what ii 
it?' she asked with a start, aa, looking fondly up in his face, ahe 
caught its espreasiou of actual terror and dismay. 

His blue eyes were fixed like stone. With parted lipa an^^ 
rigid features, his whole being seemed concenti'ated into Uie o 
effort of seeing, and backed by the dark shadows of the cypre 
his iace, usuidly so frank and feailesa, was paler even than her ov 

Following with her eyes the direction of his glance, she, t 
was something more than startled at what she saw. 

Two black figures, clad in long and trailing gai'ments, i 
slowly into sight, and croaaed the sheet of moonlight which floodefl 
the wide avenue, with solemn step and slow. These again wen 
followed by two in white, looking none the leas ghostly that thei 
outlines were so indistinctly defined, the head and ie«t 1 ' ' 
alone visible, and tlie rest of the figure wrapped, as it wei 
mist. Then canio two more in black, and thus in alteninte pailj 
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the unearthly prooeasion glided by ; only, ere the half of it had 
poiHcd, a something, not unUko the liumon form, dmped in a 
white robe, seemed to float horizontally-, at a cubit's height, above 
the lice. A low and wailing cliaut, too, rose and fell fitfbily on 
the Ustenere' ears. It wub the ' Kyrie Eleison,' tlie humble 
pl^ntive dirge in which tlie Christian monmed, not without hope, 
for his dead. 

Fear was no familiar lientimeut in Esca's breast. It could not 
remain there long. He drew himself up, and the colour raahed 
back redly to hia brow. 

' They are spirits I ' eaid he; ' spirits of the wood, on whose 
domains we have treapasBed. Good or evil, we will rcaist thea 
to the last. They will sacrifice iw to their vengeance if we sliow 
the least signs of fear.' 

She waa proud of his courage even then — the courage thai 
could defy, though it had not beea able to sliake off, the supersti- 
tions of hia northern birthplace. It was sweet, too, to think that 
troni her lips he must learn what wan truth, both of thin world 
and of the next. 

'They are no spirits !' slie answered. 'They are Christians 
burying their dead. Esca, we ahali be safe with them, and they 
will show us how to leave this place unobserved.' 

' Christians 7 ' he replied, doubtfully ; 'and we, too, are Chris- 
L tiana, are we not ? I would they were armed, though,' he added, 
^ffcfleotively. ' With twenty good swordsmen, I would engage 
WHu take you unmolested from one end of Rome to the other ; but 
I- ■ liiesc, 1 fear, are only priests. Priests ! and the legion's are loose 
even now all over the cily I ' 

He waa but a young disciple, thought liia loving teacher, and 
many a defeat must be experienced, many a rebuff auatained, ere 
dependenoe on hia own courage is rooted out of a brave man's 
heart, to be replaced by that nobler fortitude which relies solely 
on the will of heaven. Yet a brave man is no bad material out 
of which to form a good one. 

They left their hiding-place, and liastened down the alley afttt 
the departing Christians. In a secluded place, where the remain- 
ing trees grow thickeat and most luxuriant — whci'e the noontide 
ray had leaat power to penetrate, the procession had halted. The 
grave was ahready being dug. As spadeiiil after apadeful of loose 
earth fell with a dull grating sound on the sword, or tiickled 
back into the cavity, tlie dirge wailed on, now lowered and re- 
el like the stifled sob of one who weeps in aecret, now rising 
.otes of chastened triumph, that were almost akin to joy. 
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AbcI here, where Mascenas, and liis poete and hifl p 
met, with garland and goblet, to while away the auiuiaer'B dkj up 9 
frivolous diaputationa, arguing on the endleas topics of here aad.^ 
hereafter, life and death, body and soul ; groping blindly and in. i 
vain tliroughout the labyrinth for a clue — aueeriag at Pytliagonia, 
refiitdng Plato, and mftlig nin g Socrates — the body of the dead 
Christian was laid humbly and truBttully in tlie earth, and already 
the de];arted spirit had learned the efficacy of those truths it hs 
imbibed through aoom and suffering in its lifetime — truths tl 
the heathen sages would have given goblets and garland^ a 
riches and empixe, and all the world besides, but to know a 
believe iu that supreme moment, when ail around the dying &c 
and fails as though it had never been, and there is but one r^ 
from which is no escape. 

The Jewess and her champion waited a few paces off wh 
the spade tlirew its ]a±tt handiuls to the sur&ce. Then t 
Christians gadiered solemnly and silently round the open gra« 
and the corpse was lowered gently into its resting-place, a&d t 
laces that watched it sink, and stop, and waver, and unk aga 
out of sight, even like the life of die departed, beamed with 
holy triumph, for they knew that with this wayfhjer, at leaat^ th» 
journey was over and the home attained. Two mourners, somewhat 
conspicuous Snm the rest, stood at either end of the grave. Tb 
one was a woman, still in the meridian of her beauty ; the other i 
strong warlike man, scarcely of middle age. The woman's &a 
was turned to heaven, rapt, as it seemed, in an ecstasy of pxaya 
She was cot thinking of the poor remains, the empty shell, oca 
Hgned beneath her feet to its kindred dust ; but with the ey9 i 
iaith she watched the spirit in ila upward flight, and for her u 
heavens were opened, and her child was even now disapi 
through the golden gate. But on the man's contracted fi 
might be read the pain of iiitu who is too weak to bear, and y 
too Btroog to weep. His eye followed with sad wistful glan 
clod after clod, as they felt in to cover up the loved and 1. 
When the earth was flattened down above her head, and not d 
then, he seemed lo look enquiringly at the vacant space a 
the bystanders, and to iuiow that she was gone. He clenched hi 
atrong hands tight, and nised his eyes at last. ' It is hard t 
bear,' he muttered ; ' it is very hard to say, " Thy will be done.'' 
Then he thought of tha empty place at home, and hid hia f 

A young girl, on the verge of womanhood, had been 
away — called HudduUv away — the pride, and the tiowev and 
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darling, of liei father's house, Ue was a good man and a brave, 
and a believer, yot every time Uis child's face rose up beforo him, 
'with its bright hair and its loving eyea, something smote him, 
sharp and cold, like the thrust of a knife. 

\Vben the grave was finally closed, the Christians gathered 
round it in prayer. Mariamne, taking Esca by the hand, cama 
silently among them, and joined in their devotions. It was a 
strange and solemn sight to the barbarian. A circle of cloaked 
figures kneeling round an empty space, to wcrahip an unseen 
power. On either hand a wilderness of ruin and devastation in 
the heart of a great city ; above, an angry glare on the midnight 
tky, and the shouts of maddened combatants rising and falling on 
the breeze. By his side, the woman he loved so dearly, and 
whom he had thought ha should never look on again. He knelt 
with the others, to offer his tribute from a grateful heart. Their 
prayers were short and fervent, nor did they omit the form theii 
Master had given them expressly for their use. When they rose 
to their feet, one figure stood forth amongst the rest, and signed 
for silence with uplifted hand. 

This man was obviously <t Koman by birth, and spoke hia lan- 
guage with the ease, but at the same time with the accent and 
phrases of the lowest plebeian class. Uo seemed a handicrafts- 
man by trade, and his palm, when he raised it impressively to 
bespeak attculion, was hardened and scarred with toil. Low of 
stature, mean in appearance, coarsely clothed, with bare head and 
feet, there was little in his exterior to command interest or respect; 
hut his frame, square and strongly built, seomod capable of sus- 
taining a vast amount of toil or hardstdp, while his face, not- 
withstanding its plain features, denoted repressed enthusiasm, 
earnest purpose, and honest singleness of heart. He was indeed 
one of the pioneers of a religion, destined hereafter to cover the 
surface of the earth. Such were the men who went f orUi in their 
Master's name, without scrip or sandals, or change of raiment, to 
overrun and conquer the world — who took no thought what they 
should say when brought before the kings, and governors, and 
great ones of the earth, trusting only in the sanctity of their 
mission, and the inspiration under which they spoke. Having 
little learning, they could refute the wisest philosophers. Having 
neither rank nor Imeage, they could board the Proconsul on hit 
judgment-seat or the Csesar on his throne. Homely and ignorant, 
they feared not to wander far and wide through strange countries, 
and hostile nations, spreading the good tidings with a simple un- 
grudging faith that forced men to beli^ivo. Weak \i'^ tta.\mi%\^ 
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may be, and timid by education, they desoended into the arena 
to meet tlieir mavtyrdom frgm Uie liungrj' lion, with a qiiiet fin- 
titude such aa neither soldier nor gladiator had courage lo dis- 
play. It was a moral theii' Master never ceased to inculcate, 
that his waE a message sent not to the noble, and tlie proHperoiiB| 
and the diBtinguiahed, for these, if they wished l« find htm, n ' " " 
make their own opportunities to eeek liim out ; but to the 
and lowly, the humble and forlorn, especially f* those who 
in distress and sorrow, who, having none to help them 1 
might rely all the more implicitly on hia protection, who is 
phatically the friend of the friendless. 

Therefore, the men who did hia work seem to have been choafi) 
principally from the humbler classes of society, from such 
could speak to the multitude in homely phrases and witli faniilia 
imagery ; whose authoiity tLs most careless and unthinkiDg migh' 
perceive originated in no aid of estraneons circumstance^ but 
came directly from above. • 

As the Bpeaker warmed to his subject, Esca could not but 
observe the change tliat came over the bearing and appearancfU' 
of his outward man. At fii-st the eye was dull, the speech heM- 
tating, the manner diffident, gradually a light seemed to steal.. 
over his whole countenance, his form towered erect aa though '' 
had actually increased in statm'e. Lis words flowed finely in 
torrent of glowing ani appropriate language, his action bei 
dignified, and the whole man clothed hiaiaelf, as it were, in 
majesty of the subject on which he spoke. 

That subject was indeed simple enough, sad, it may be, 
an earthly point of view, and yet how comforting to the moumai 
gathered round him beside the new-made grave ! At first he i 
tented himself with a short and earnest tribute, clothed in 
plainest form of speech, lo the worth and endearing qnalitiea' 
that young girl whom they had just laid in the earth. ' She w 
precious to u.i all,' said he, ' yet words like these seem but 
mockeiy to some present here, for whom she was the hope ai 
the joy, and 'he very light of au earthly home. Grieve, I ea 
and weep, and wring your hands, for such is man's weak natu? 
and He who took our nature upon liitn sympathises with oi 
sorrows, and, hke the good pjiysician, pities while he heals. Ti 
day your woimds are fresh, your Learla are iull, jonx eyes ar 
blind with teais, you cannot see the truth. To-morrow yoi£ 
will wonder why you mourn so bitterly; lo-niorrow you v "* 
say, " It is well ; we are labtiuring in the sun, she ia resting 
the shade ; we are himgry and thirsty in a l)arj'en l.ind, she il 
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ntting the bread and drinking the tvatera of life, in the garden of 
Paradise ; we are wenry .ind foot-sore, wayferera atUI upon (he 
road, bnt she haa reached her home." ' 

' Yea, now at tliis very hour, standing here where the earth 
iias just closed over the young &ce, tender and dehcate even in 
death, would you iiaye her back to you if you could ? Tliose 
who have considered but the troublea (hat aurround us now, aud 
to whom thei'C ifl no hereafter, who call themselves philosophers, 
and whose wisdom is as the wisdom of a blind man walking on 
tlie brink of a precipice, have tlieiiiselvos said " whom the gods 
love die young;" and will you grudge that your beloved one 
should have been called out of the vineyard, to take her wages 
and go to her rest, before the burden and heatof tlie day? Think 
what her end might have been. Think tliat you might havP 
offered hei' up to bear witness to the truth, tied to a stoke in the 
foul arena, face to (ace witli the crouching wild beast gathered 
for his epring. Ay I and worse even than thia might have befiillen 
the child, whom you remember, as it were but yesterday, naatling 
to her mother's bosom, or clinging round her father's knees) 
" The Christians to the panther, and the maidens to the pandar I ' • 
Ymi have heard the brutal shouts and shuddered with fear and 
anger while you heaid. And you would liave offered her, aa 
Abraham offered Isaac, beating your breasts, and holding your 
breath for very agony the while. But is it not better thus 7 She 
has earned the day's wages, labouring but for an hour at sunrise; 
she has escaped the cross, ond yet baa won the crown I 

' But you who hear nie, envy not this yoimg maiden, though 
ihe bo now arrived where all so long to go. Hather be proud 
and happy, that your Master cannot spare you, tliat he has yet 
work for you to do. To every man's hand is set his appointed 
task, and every man shall Snd strength given him to fulfill it 
when the time arrives. Some of you will bear witness bofoi-e 
Caisar, and for such the scourges are already knotted and the 
cross is reared ; but to these I need scarcely speak of loyalty, for 
to tliem the very suffering brings with it its own fortitude, and 
they are indeed blessed who are esteemed worthy of the glory of 
martyrdom 1 Some must go forth to preach the gospel in wild 
and distant lands ; and well I know that neither toil, nor hardship, 
nor peril, will cause them to waver an hair's-breadth from their 
poth, yet have they difScultice to tueet, and Ibes to contend with, 
that they know not of Let thom beware of pride and self- 
I ' — a aentence that foiuid no 
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eufficiency, leat, in raiaing the altar, they make the 
more acooimt than the spirit in which it ia offered ; leet in buil 
ing the church they take note of every atone in lie edifice, and 
lose sight of the purpose for which it waa reared. But ya canao* 
all ha martyrs, nor preaehers, nor prophets, nor chief-priests, ye 
every one of you, even the weakest and the lowest here preaei^ 
— woman, cliild, alave, or liarharian— -ia none the less a Boldi^ 
and a servant of the cross I Every one has his duty to do, h 
watch to keep, his enemy to conquer. It ia not much that U 
required of yon — little indeed in compariaon with all you hvn 
received— but that little must be given without reserve, and will 
the whole heart. Has any one of you left a duty unfulfllledl 
when he departs from hence let him go home and accomplish i' 
Has any one an enemy t let him be reconcUed, Has he done h 
brother a wrong f let hJTn make amenda. Haa he sustained a 
injury t let him forgive it. Even as you have laid in the grav) 
the periahable body of the departed, so lay down here evei 
unearthly weakness, every unholy wiah, and every evil thoughi 
Hay, as these chief mourners have to-night parted and wean 
themselves from that which they loved best on earth, ao must y 
tear out and caat away from you the truest and dearest afTectioid 
that stand between you and your service, ay, even though vol 
rend them from the very inner chambera of your heart, Aiu 
then, with constant effort and never-ceaaing prayer, striving, ate 
by atep, and winning, inch by inch, now alipping back it may h 
whers the path ia treacberoui?, and the hill ia ateep, to rise froi) 
jonr knees, humbled and therefore stronger, gaining n 
you have lost, you ahall arrive at last, where there ia no strifoi 
and no failing, where ahe for whom you weep to-night ia t 
now in glory, where He whom you follow has already prepared j 
place for you, and where you who have lovod and trusted, a," 
be happy for evermore 1 ' 

Ceasing, he spread his handa abroad, and implored a blessii^ 
on those who heard him, after which the Chriatiana breakin] 
up their circle, gathered round the bereaved parents with i 
few quiet words and gestures of sympathy, such aa those offej 
who have themselves experienced the sorrows they are fain t 
assuage. 

' I am in safety here,' whispered Mariamne to the Briton, i 

ihe pointed out a dark figure, with white flowing locks, whom b 

now recogniaed aa Calchaa. In another moment she was in th 

ma, who raised hia eyea to heaven, and thanked Go 

with heartfelt gratitude for her deliverance. 

'Tour father and I,' said he, 'ha^e aou^t -YoamftiVewrf 




^- . 1 ' 

IiCDIT!7Tr8. 247 

•BxiMy, and even now !ic is raiaing some of liis coimtrymon to 
atntm the Tribimo'a house, nnd take you from it with (he rtrong 
hand. Mariamne, yon hardly know how much your father kvea 
his child. And I too was disHiibed for your safety, but I truBted 
— trusted is that heaTcn which nerer fails the innocent. Never- 
thelpHS, I sought for aid among my brethren, and they have 
raised, ercn the poorest of them, Huch a imm aa would have 
tempted the Pnetor to interfere, even agaiuBt a man like Placidui. 
I did but remain with them to say a prayer while they buried 
li«r dead. But now you are safe, and you will come t«ok with 
me to your father's house, and one of these whom 1 can trust shall 
go to tell him at the place where his friends were to asBemble; 
and Esca, thy preBerver for the second time, who is to me aa a 
son, shall accompany us home — though we shall not need a guard, 
for thy father's friends, tried warriors every man, and armed, will 
meet us ere we leave the wilderneBB for the streets.' 

It was a strong temptation to the Briton, but the words he had 
so lately heard had sunk deep into his heart. He, too, wonld 
fain cast in hia lot amongst these earnest men. He, too, he 
thought, had a tanV to perform^-a chcrinhed happiness to forego. 
With a timely warning, it might be in hia power to save the 
Emperor's life, and hia very eagerness to accompany Marinmne 
but impressed him the more with the conviction that it was bis 
duty to leave her, now she was in comparative safety, and hasten 
on his errand of mercy. Calchas, too, insisted strongly on thii 
view, and though Marinmne was silent, and even pleaded with 
her ej'es againitt the risk, he turned stoutly from their induence, 
and ere she was clasped in her father's arms, the new Christiui 
was already half-way between the Eaqniline and the palace o( 
CteBHT. 



rCHAPTEB XV. 
RKrrviTUS. 
Many had been the debauch at which, himself its chief originator 
and promoter, the Tribune had asaisted ; nor had he escaped the 
penaltiea that Nature exacts even from the healthiest constitutioiu, 
when her laws are habitually outraged in the high-fide of revelry 
and mirth ; but never, after his loageat sittings with the Emperor, 
had he experienced anything to compare with the utter prostra- 
tion of mind and body in which he came to himself, wakmg from 
the death-like, sleep Oiat fbllowed hia pledge to Valeria. With 
returning oonaciousness came a senae of painfiil giddinesn, which, 
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ae the velvet cusliions of the couch rose and heaved bee 
Kght, confiiBed him utterly aa to where he was, or how he g 
there ; then, sitting up with an effort that Beemed t« roll a ball ( 
Jead across his brain, he was aware that every vein throbbed 
fever-heat, that his hands were numbed and swollen, ibat I 
month was parched, his lips cracked, and that lie had a racki^ 
head-ache — the latter Hymptomwas sufficiently familiar to ber^ 
assuring ; he sprang to his feet, regardless of the pong bo sudden 
a movement i^hot d>rough his Jrame, then seizing a goblet froi 
the table, 6Ued it to the brim with Faiemian, and in defiance < 
the naiisea with which its very fragrance overpowered I ' 
emptied it to the dregs. The effect, aa he expect*^ was itu 
taneous ; it enabled him to stand erect, aud, passing his I ^^ 
across hia brow, by a strong effort of the will, he forced hiuuel 
lo connect and comprehend the events that had led to thi 
horrible and bewildering ti-ance. By degrees, one after Buotha t 
like links in a chain, he traced the doings of tl)e day, beginninj 
a long way back, somewhere about noon, till the immediate p ' 
so to speak, came more and more tangibly witliin liia grasp, 
was with a thrill of triumphant pleasure, that he rememberei 
Valeria's visit, and hia own arm wiiidiug round her ' 
nn that very couch. Where was she now ? He looked about hia 
vacantly, almost expecting to fiud her in the room ; a ' 
liJH eye lighted on the two goblets, one of them half-ei 
HtJmding on their salver. 

To say that Placidos had a conscience would be simply a per 
version of terms ; for that monitor, never very troublesome, hao| 
since his manhood been so stiiled and silenced as to have becoms 
a mere negative quality, yet iu his present unhinged state, t 
shudder of horror did come over him, as he recalled the visit U 
I'etosiris, and the poison with wliich he had resolved to ii 
silence of his slave. But ere that shudder passed away, the darii 
secret Esca knew, the plot from which it was now too late tb 
draw back, the desperate adventure that every hour brought' 
tcer, and that must be attempted to-night — all these conaideiu- 
IS came flooding in on his memory at once, and for a moment 
he felt paralysed by tlie height of tJie precipice on tlie brink of 
which he stood. With the emergency, however, as was always 
the case in the Tribune's character, came the energy required to, 
encounter it. ' At least,' he muttered, steadying himsetf by the 
table with one hand, ' the cup is nearly empty ; the drug cannot 
but have done its work. First, I must make sure of the canion^ 
and then it will be time enough t« find Valeria.' Had he suffered 
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lesB in body, he would liave lauglied hia own low malioioua laugh, 
to liiink boTC deftly he had oiitwitted the woman he professed to 
love. The laugh, however, died away in a grin that betrayed 
more of pain than mirth ; and the Tribune, with chattering 
teeth Bnd shaking frame, and wavering uncertain HtepB, be- 
took himself to the outer court to make sure with Ilia own eyes 
that the stalwart frame of him whom he feared was stiff and cold 

Ilia first feeling would have been one of acute apprehension, 
had not anger fio completely mastered that senaation, when he 
perceived the slave's chain and collar lying coiled on the pave- 
ment. Obviously, Eaca had escaped; and was gone, moreover, 
nith hifl late master's life completely in his power ; but Placidns 
possessed a keen intellect and one familiar with sudden combina- 
tiona ; it flashed upon him at once, that he had been outwitted 
by Valeria, and the two had fled together. 

The Hting was very aharp, but it roused and Botered him, 
Pacing swiftly back through the corridors, and stopping for a few 
minutes to immerse his head and face in cold water, he returned 
to the banqueting- hall, and eagerly BCrutinised with look and 
rnnell, and, notwithstanding all that had happened, even with fi 
sparing taate, the cup from which he had last dnmk. The opiate, 
however, had been so skilllully prepared that nothing auapicioua 
"Kiuld be detected in the flavour of the wine ; nevertheless, 
reflecting on all the circumstances with a clearer head, aa the 
strength of hia constitution gradually asserted itself, he arrived 
at the true conclusion, and was eatiafied that Valei'ia had changed 
the cups while his attention was distracted by her charms; that 
he had purchased a poison he never doubted for a moment, nor 
suspected that Petoairis could have dared, from sheer love of 
trickery, to substitute an opiate for the deadlier draught ; but he 
exulted to think that hia powerful organisation must have resisted 
its efi'ects, and that he who Iiad so often narrowly escaped death 
in the field must indeed bear a charmed life. If a suspicion 
haunted bira that the venom might atill be lurking in his system, 
to do its work more completely afl^er a short resjiite, the vague 
horror of such a thought did but goad him In make use of the 
intervening time all the more ardently for business and pleasure, 
not forgetting the sacred duty of revenge. ' Sum vivimuii vtvamus,' 
was the Tribune's motto, and if he had been granted but one 
hour to live, ho would have divided that hour Bystamatioally, 
jetween the delights of love, wine, and mischief 
. Kapidly, thoush coolly, he reviewed hia position, as though 
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be hdd been cotnmRnding a cohort heintneii in by iha < 
army. To-night would make or mar him. The gladiaK>rs wonl 
be here within aa hour. Eeoa mnat, ere thin, have reiiched tb 
pitlace and given the alarm. Why had & centurion of OKsa 
not yet arrived with a sufficient guard to aireat him in his tm 
bouse? They might be expected at any moment. Shottld li 
Jly while there was yet time? What I and lose the brillian 
future 80 nearly within his reach ? No — he would weather thi 
as he had weathered other Etormfl, by BVillfi il and jadiciou 
steering. A man who has no ecniplea need never be defioiont ii 
resource. To leare his house now, would be a tacit admi* 
of gailt. To be found alone, undefended, unsuBpicious, a s 
presumption of innocence. Jle would at lenet have enffiden 
iutereat to be taken into the presence of Cksot. There, whi 
BO easy as to accuse tlie slave of treachery, to persuade the Em 
peror the barbarian had but hatched a plot against hia master' 
life; to make the good-humoured old glutiea laugh with a 
account of the drugged goblet, and finish the night by a debanc 
with his imperial host 7 

Then, lie muat be guided by the preparations for defeno 
which he observed in the palace. If they were weak, he mni 
find some means of communicating with Hippias, and the attn' 
would be facilitated by his own presence inaide. If, on the CO 
trary, there was an obvious intention of firm resistance, the C(» 
spiratora must be warned to postpone their enterpriae. 
wornt came to the worst, he could always save his own head 1 _ 
ioforming against hia confederates, and bo handing over liippid 
and the gladiators to death. 

Some slight compunction visited liim at the tliought of sui 
an alternative, but he soon stiiled it with the arguments of h 
charocteristia philosophy. Should he be found, indeed, preadiq 
ot a supper-party composed of these desperate men, they migl 
defend the gate whilst he l^ed directly to Cfflsar, and sacrificei 
them at once. Under any circumstances, he argued, he hai 
bought them, and had a right to make use of them. 

In the meantime, Mariamne wmdd be her© directly, 
taught to have been here long ago. Whatever the ftiture tl 
ened, an hour, half an hour, a quarter, should be devcted to h 
society, and after that, come what might, at least he wonid no 
have been foiled in eveiy event of the day. It was when Ii 
had arrived at this conclusion, that Esca irom his hiding-plac 
saw the figure of the Tribune, pale, wan, and ghostly, giviii( 
Erections lor the preparation of the supper-table. 
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The evening atole on, the Him-dial no longer allowed die hour, 
and the nlnvo whose duty it wna to keep count of time hy llie 
water-clock " then in vogue, announced that the first wntcli oi 
the night was Already adTaccod. He was followed by Auto- 
waadoD, who came into the presence of his tnaater, with hnoging 
head and sheepish looks, Bodly mi!<tru.<<ting how far his own 
StroMT would bear him harmJeaa in the dehvery of llie tidings he 
had to impart. It was always a perilous duty to inform Placidus 
of the failnra of any of hia aehemes. He liatened, indeed, with s 
calm demeanour and an unmoved ootmtenanoe, but eooner or 
later he surely contrived to visit on the imfortonate messenger 
the annoyance he himself experienced from the mesaage. 

The Tribrme's face brightened as the boy came into the hall | 
with oharncteriatic duplicity, however, he veiled even from hia 
charioteer the impatience in which he had waited his return. 

'Have you brought the horaps in cool?' aaid he, with an 
{ifleotfltion of ertreme indifference. 

Automedon looked greatly relieved. 

' Quite cool,' be anawered, ' moat illustrious ! and Oarsea cnme 
part of the way home, but he got down near the Sacred Gate, 
and I had no one with mo in the chariot the whole length of the 
Flaminian Way ; and the alavea will be back presently ; and 
Damasippus — Oh I my lord, do not be angry 1 — Damasippiii^- 
I fear I liave left him dead in the street.' 

Here the lad's courage foiled him completely; he had indeed 
been thoroughly frightened by the events of the night ; and 
making a piteous bee, he twined hia fingers in his long ourls and 
wept aloud. 

' What, fool ! ' thundered the Tribune, his brow turning black 
with tage. ' Ton have not brought her after all 1 Silly child,' 
he added, controlling himself with a strong effort, 'Where is 
the — the passenger — I charged Dnmaaippus to bring here with 
him to-night ? ' 

'I will teil you the truth,' excla,imed the boy, flinging himaelf 
down 00 his knees, and snatching at the hem of hia master's 
garment. ' By the Temple of Vesta, I will tell you the truth. I 
drove from here acroaaTi' her, and I waited in the shadow by Tiber- 
side ; and Jugurtha wouldn't stand still, and presently Damaalppus 

• The elepsi/dra, or waler-doek — a Oiaek iiivBiitJon for ths divisioa of 
time — miuigtuig r,f n hollow glotie mads of gloan, or eoms tcansparent auli- 
Mance, from wliicli ilie water trickled out [luvngh a nairow oriflM, in 

r' » »4 reguUted, that the Binking IbvbI of the element marked witli 
i auctitud* the timo that hud riare^ since the tsbbpI was ftUed. 
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broagtit a — a passenger in his arms, and put it into the 
and bade me go on fast ; and we went on at a gallop till we ii 
to croaa the Appian "Way, and then we had to turn aside, for 
houses were burning and the people fighting in the street, ai| 
Scipio waa fiightened and pulled, and Jugurtha wotUda't fa 
the crowd, and I drove on to cross a little farther down, but i 
were stopped again by the Vestals, and I couldn't drive throui 
them I So we halted to let them pass, and then a fierce tomb 
pant caught the horaea and stopped them once more, and 
thousand soldiers, nay, a legion at least, surrounded the charic 
and they killed Damasippus, and they tore the passenger ou 
and kOled it too, and Scipio kicked, and I was frightened, at 
drove home as fast as I could — and indeed it wasn't my fault 1 

Automedon's fears had magnified both the number of the ai 
aailants and the dangers undergone. He had not rec(^;ni3ed tl 
gladiators, and was altogether in too confused a state, as ft 
Tribune perceived at a glance, to afford his master any 
coherent information than the foregoing. Placidua bit his lip 
baffled anger, for he could not see his way ; neverthelesa the boy 
charioteer was a favourite, and he would not visit the failure 
the enterprise on him. 

' I am glad the hoi-ses are safe,' said he, good -humour edly, 
' Go, get some supper and a cup of wine. I will send for 
again presently.' 

Autowedon, agieeably surprised, glanced up at his mas 
face ere he departed, and observed that, although deadly pale, il 
had assumed the fixed resolute expression his dependants kni 

He had indeed occasion to summon all the presence of mi. 
on which he prided himself, for even while he spoke, his fyait^ 
ear caught the tramp of feet, and the fiimiliar clink of steel 
The blood gathered round his heart as he contemplated the 
possibility that a maniple of Csesar's guards might even now be 
occupying the court. It was with a agh of intense relief that, 
instead of the centurion's eagle crest, he recognised the tall fonttj 
tif Itufus, accompanied by his comrades, advancing respectfullyiJ 
and even with awkward diffidence, through the outer hall. I 

Tlie Tribime coidd aaeume — none better — any character iM 
miled him to play at a moment's notice ; nevertheless there was n 
ring of real cordiaUty in his greeting, for the visitors were mow 
welcome than they guessed. J 

' Hail I Riilus, LutoiiuB, Eumolpiis 1 ' he shouted, boisteroualjJ 
' Gallant swordsmen and deep drinkers all I What I old IlirpinuJ 
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do I not Bee thy broad ahoulders youder in the reai' ? and Hippias 
too, tie king of the arena ! Welcome, every man of you I Even 
now [Jie ibaat ia spread, and the Chian cooling yonder amongst 
the HowerB. Once uguin, a hearty welcoine to you all I ' 

The gladiators, EtiU somewhat nboehed by the unaccustomed 
splendour which met their eyes on every side, responded with 
less tliad theii usual confidence to their entertaiuer. Eufua 
nudged Lutorius to reply in polite language, and the Ganl, in a 
fit of unusual modesty, [isssed the aignal on to Eumolpua ol 
Ravenna — a beetle-browed how-legged warriur, with huge mus- 
cles and a heavy sullen lace. This champion looked bclplcssly 
about him and seemed inclined to turn taU and fly, when, to his 
great relief, Hippiaa advanced from the rear of bis comrades, and 
oreated a diversion in his javour, of which he availed himEeif by 
Blinking incontinently into the background. 

PlaciduB clapped his hands, an Amtic fashion affected by the 
more luxurious Romans ; and two or three elaves apireared in 
obedience to the eummon!?. The gladiators looked on in awe at 
tlie sumptuous dreoses and personal beauty of these domeetics. 

' Hand round wine here amongst my friends. I will but say 
three words to yowr captain, and we will go to supper fbrthwitli.' 

So speaking, the Tiibune led Hippias apai't, having resolved 
that in the present critical state of stairs it would be better to 
take him entirely into bis confidence, and trust to the acnipulout 
BOtione of fidelity to their bargains, which euch men entertained, 
lijr the result. 

' There ia no time to loee,' observed he aBsiously, when he had 
led Hippias apart from his followers. ' Something has occiuTcd 
which was out of all our calculations. Can they overhear ub, 
tliink ye 7 ' 

The fencing-master glanced carelessly at his band. 'Whilst 
they are at that game,' enid he, ' they would not hear die assembly 
Bounding from ali four quarters of the camp. Never fear, illus- 
tiioua I it will keep them busy till supper-time.' 

The band had broken up into pairs, and were bard at work 
with their fuvomite pastime, old as the Alban hills, and handed 
down to the Roman empire from the dynasty of the Plinraohg. 
It consisted in gambhng for small coins at the following trial of 
skill:— 

The players sat or stood, lace to &ce ; each held tlie left hand 
erect, on which he marked the progrew of his game. With the 
tight he shot out any one or more of his four Angers and thumb 
" a!' togolherwilh immense mpidily, eni^seing aloud at the satoe 
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time the sum total of the fingerg thua brandished by himself m 
hia adversary, who was employed in the aame manner. Whoevrt 
gueseed right won a point, which waa immediately marked on 1 
left, held immovable at shoxilder-height for the pnrpoBe, a 
wheu five of tliese had been won the game began again. Nolhin 
could be more aimple, nothing apparently less iivteresting, a: 
yet it seemed to engross the attention of the gladiatora to t 
exolu^on of all other Eubjecta, even the prospect of eupper a: 
the flavour of the Falernian.* 

' They are children now,' aaid Placidus oontemptuouely. 'Th 
will be men presently, and tigers to-night. Hippias, the elav 
haa escaped. We must attack the palace forthwidi.' 

' I know it,' repUed the other quietly. ' But the Germans a; 
i-elieving guaid at this hour. My own people are hardly ready 
and it is not dark enough yet.' 

' Yoii know it,' repeated Placidua, even more irrital^d t 
BstuniBhed by his companion's coolness, ' you hiow it, and yet yo 
have not hastened your prepni-atiuns? Do you know, too, tb^ 
this yellow-haired barbarian baa got J our head, and mine, and al 
the empt^ skulla of our intelUgent Mends who are amusing them-^ 
Betvea yonder, under hia belt ? Do you know that Cesar, tnie tfl 
his Bwuiah propensities, will turn like a hunted boar, when luf 
Bospeots the least shadow of danger 7 Do you know that not onf 
of us may live to eat the veiy supper waiting for us in the next 
room? What are you made of, man, that you can thus look me 
BO coolly in the face with the sword at both our throat*? ' 

' I can keep my own throat with my hand,' rephed the other^ 
totally unmoved by his host's agitation. ' And I am certainly a 
accustomed to fear danger before it comes. But that the barb 
rian had escaped I saw with my own eyes, for I left him t 
minutes suice within a hundred paces of your own gate,' 

The Tribune's eyebrows went up in imfeigQed surprise. 

' Then he bos not reached tlie palace I ' he exclaimed, Bpeakiri| 
rather to himself than hia informant. 

'Not reached the palace certainly,' replied the latter, calmly', 
' uince I tall you I saw him hero. And in very good oompan^ 
too,' he added with n smile. 

The Tribime'e aatooishment had for once deprived him of h 
self-command. 



* Tllis game in played to-dikf with equnl aiat, undur its ItuJioii al 
'Morro.' Perliups its nature wod best rendered byttio Latin ptiPBae 'i 
digitoB,' ' to flash the fingers.' 
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'With Vftlem?' he asked, unguardedly; and directly he 
had epoken, n Tagiie suapicioD niade htm wieli thut he bad held 
bis tongue. 

The fenciag-ioaater etiirt«d and knit hia brows. His head was 
more erect and his voice atemer when he answered ; 

' I have seen the Lady Valeria too, within the laat hour. Sha 
had DO slaves with her b^ond hc:r uaual attendants,' 

Anger, curioBity, uncertainty, jealousy, a hundred conflicting 
emotions were I'anlding at the Tribune's henrt. What iiad this 
handsome gladiator to do at Valeria's house? and was it poKcdble 
that she did not care for the alava aiter all 7 Then what could 
have been bar object throughout 7 llo marked too the alteration 
in manner betrayed by Ilippiu^ at tlie mention of tbia fair and 
Highly dame; nor diditseeiDimprobabteunderall thecircumBtancei 
that he entertained a kindly feeling, if nothing more, for his pupil. 
Judging men and women by his own evil nature, and knowing 
weU the favour with which their female admirers regarded these 
votaries ol' the sword, the Tribune did not hesitate to put its true 
construction on such kindly lealings, and their probable result. 

From that moment he hated Hippias — hated him all the more 
that in the tumult and confusion of the coming night ho might 
find an opportunity of gratilying hifi hatred by the destruction of 
the gladial4ir. Many a bold leader has been struck down from 
behind by the very followers he was encoiuaging ; and who 
would ask how a conspirator met his death, in the attack on a 
palace and the mtirder of an emperor? Even while the thought 
crossed hie mind Le took the other by the hand, and laughed 
&aD]dy iu hia jace. 

' Thou art at home in the private apai'tmentfl of every lady in 
Uome, I believe, my warlike Apollo,' said he. ' But, indeed, it 
is no question now of such trifling ; the buaineBs of to-night niunt 
be determined on — ay, and disclosed of — without delay. If my 
slave had reached t!ie palace aux whole plan must have been 
altered. I wiah, as yuu did come across him, you had treated 
him to that deadly thrust of yours under the sbort-rjba, and 
brought him in bore dead or alive.' 

'He will not trouble us,' observed the other, coolly. ' Take 
my word for it, Tribune, he is disposed of for the preaent,' 

' What mean you 7 ' asked Placidus, a devilish joy lighting up 

his sallow fece. ' Did you bribe him to secrecy then and there 

with the metal you are accuatomed to lavish so &eely ? Gold 

w ill buy silence for a time, but steel insures it for ever.' 

^^'Nay, Tribune,' answered Ziippias, with a frank laugh. ' We 
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have been fencing too long in the dark. I will tell yon U 
truth. This young giant of youra is safe enough for the p 
I saw him depart with a pale-laced girl, in a black hood, wluM 
he promised to take care of aa far as Tlber'side. Depend ups 
it, he will think of nothing else to-night. For all hia broa 
ahouldera the down b yet upon hifl chin. And a man's bear 
must be grey hcfore he leaves such a fair young lasa aa that ti 
knock his head against a. wall, even though it be the wall of i 
palace. No, no, Tribune, he is safe enough, I tell you, for tl 
next twelve hours, at least 1 ' 

' A pale-faced girl ? ' repeated Placidtia, still harping o; 
'What and who was she? Did you know her? did you b] 
to her 7' 

' My people had some wild tale, replied the fencing-r 
' about a chariot with white horses, that had been upset i 
street, and a girl all gagged and muffled, whom they pulled C 
ofittandforwhom, of course, they quarrelled amongst themselvei 
la fmth, had it not been for to-night'a business and the oath, yoq 
might have seen some sweet practice in your own porch, for I havi 
two or three here that can make as close and even work with i 
Bword aa a tailor does with his needle. They siid Bomethiil| 
about her being a Jewess. Very likely she may be, for t" 
Bwarm across 'liber since we have lost Nero. And the 1 
might aa well be a Jew as a Briton for that uiattei'. Are yoit| 
satisfied now, Tribune 1 By the beOy of Bacchus, 1 must wasb 
my mouth out with Falemian 1 All this talking makes a 
OS thirsty as a cameL' 

Satisfied 1 and after what he had just learnt ! Chariot 1 White 
liorsea 1 Jeivesa I There could be no doubt of it. Thesa- 
gladiators must have blundered on her, thought the Tribune, a.nii. 
slain my freedman, and rescued her from my people, and handec 
hfo". over to the man whom most I hate and iear on earth, Satii 
fled 1 Perhaps I shall be better satisfied when I have capture 
her, and humbfed Valeria, and put jou out of the way, my gallai 
cut-throat, and seen the slave acoui^ed to death at my own doori< 
post I Then, and not till then, shaK I be able to drmk n 
without a heartburn, and lay my bead on the pillow with si 
chance of sleep. In the meantime, to-night's work must be donAi 
To-night's vork, that puts Vespasian virtually on the throne (fo 
this boy ■ of his sliall only keep the cushion warm till hia (alii 
lakes his seat) that makes Placidua tho rirnt man in the empin 
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Suy, that might even open a path to the Purple iUelf. The 
General is wdl advanced in yeara; already Huaewhat broken and 
wom with his campaignfl. Titus, indeed, is the ditrling of the 
Jegion.i, but all the heart b1ack>browed Berenice has left hint, is 
wrapped up in war. He lovea it, I verily believe — the daring 
fool ! — for the mere braying of trumpeta, and the claali of etecl. 
Not a centurion exposea himaelf half so freely, nor ho ol\eu. 
Well, a Zealot's javelin, or a Btone from the ramparts of some 
nameless town in Judtca, may dispose of him at anytime. Then 
there is but Domitiaa — a clever youtli indeed, and an unstni- 
pulous. So much the worse for him ! A mushroom is not the 
only diwli that may be fatal to an emperor, and if the knot be so 
wcure as to bafRe all dexterity, why, it must bo cut with steel. 
Ay, the Macedonian knew well how the great game should be 
played. Satiel^ed I Like him, I shaU never be satiofied while 
there is anything more to wiu ! 

These being the Tribune's flioughta, it ia ueedleaa to say thai 
he assumed a manner of the utmost frankness and carelcRsncss. 

' Thirsty 1 ' he repeated, in a loud voice, clapping Hippias on 
the shoulder. ' Tliirsty — I could empty an aqueduct 1 Welcome 
again, and heartily, my heroes all 1 See, the Euppcr waits. Let 
as go in and drink out the old Falernian I ' 



CHAPTER XVI. 

' UOBITDBl.' 



EhowIno well with whom he was to deal, Placidua had ordered a 
repast to be prepared for hia guests on a scale of magnificenee 
unusual even in his luxurious dwelling. It was advisable, not 
only to impose on these rude natures with unaccustomed pomp 
and parade, but also to excito their cupidity by the display of 
gold and Jewels while their fiercer lasaionB were inflamed with 
wine. The more reckless and desperate they could be rendered, 
the more fit would they be for his purpose. There were the 
tools, sharp and ready for use, but he thought they would admit 
of a yet finer edge, and prepared to put it on accordingly. 

Tbej^fore, he had ordered the supper tu be laid in an inntr 
apartment, reserved for occasions ot especial state, and in which 
it WHS whispered that VitelhuB himself bad mora than onoe 
partaken of hia eubject'a hoFpitality ; nay, liad even exprewted 
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gratification witlihiHcntert-iinmont; and which, while blukigi* 
BE much of ornament nnd dccoralion aa coulil be crowded into 
Bapper-roDin, wae of such moderate dimensions as to bring all t^ 
costly objects it contwned within notice of the gueata. The te 
Mllated pavement was of the richent and gaudtcet sqaarea, li 
together as smooth and bright as glass. The walls were i 
polished citron-wood, heavily gilded round the skirting and e4 
while the panels were covered in tlie dorid and gradually dcte 
rating taste of the period, with pnintingB, brilliant in colour, « 
heautiful in execution. Thef4e represented mythological aabjot 
not of the purest nntnre, biit fauns, nympha, and satyra were' 
be found in the majority, while Bacchus himself was more thi 
once repeated in all the glory of his swaying paonch ; bis garltt 
of vine-leaveH, his ivy-corered wand, and swrotinding clustera ■ 
rich, ripe, pnrple grapes. To fill the niches between these pan 
the goat— an animal always associated in the Roman mind y 
wine, perhaps because fas drinks no water — was imitated i] 
precious metals, and in every attitude. Here lliey butted, tiiei 
they browsed, in another comer a pair of tliem friaked and gas 
boiled in living kid~like glee, while yonder, homed and beardt) 
», venerable sage in diver gazed upon the gaesla with a wT 
Arcadian simplicity that was almost ludicrous. The tables, wlii 
were removed with every change of dishes, were of cedar, ea 
ported on grotesque claws of bronze, heavily gilt; the couchi 
framed of ivory and gold, were draped in various coloured bT 
of the BoileHt Asiatic texture, and strewed with cushions 
rich a crimson as to border nearly on Trnpcral purple. No 
was of a meaner metal than gold, and the drinking-eupa, inw 
Falemian blushed, or Chian sparkled, were Btudded with m 
emeralds, pearls, and other precioua stones. The sharp nail O 
gladiator might at any moment have picked out unobserred, i 
which would have purchased his freedom and his life, but the n 
were honest, aa they understood the term, and the gems were l 
twfe here, and indeed a good dfal safer, than they would lia^ 
been in the temple of Veata, or of the Cnpitoline Jove himsol 
In a recess at one end of the apartment, roared like an altar upt 
three wide low carpeted steps, from each of which eensa 
exlialed aromatic odours, stood the sideboard of polished wahm 
carved in esijnisite imitation of birds, inaeeta, reptile^ (lowera, 
and fmit. Tliia was covered by a snowy cloth, and on it glit- 
tered, richly chased and buraislied, the Tribune's store of galden 
cups and vases, which men quoted at every aupper-table in 
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LtitoriuB, TBclining opposite this blaze of ma^Accncc, shn<]f<) 
tis e]reH iritli his haa<t. 

' Wliat is it, my bold Gaul ? ' (isked hia host^ raiaing liimsolf on 
hia elbow to pledge him, and eigning tn a alave lo fill ibe swords- 
man's Clip. 'Hast tliou got tliy giinid up already to eiive tliy 
foce?' 

' They daielc tne, most illnstriotM 1 ' answered the rendy Gftiil. 
'I had rather blink at the minrise flashing on the bluo wat«ni 
from Ostia, I did not think there had been bo mttch gold in 

' He has not ficen the palnoe yet,' said Placidua, laughing, as he 
emptied his cup and turned to the otlitT guests. ' Some of ub 
will indeed be dazzled to-night, if I mintake not. What think 
ye, my friends, must be the plates and drinldng-vesBels whei'B tho 
very ehieida and helmets of the guards are solid gold 7 Mean- 
lime, let 03 wash our eyes with Falomian, lest wo inistako ovir 
way and intrude on the priyaoy of CnsBar in the dark.' 

So appropriate a sentiment met with universal approval. Tlie 
glodiatora laughed loudly, and proffered their oupa to be filled. 
There was no question now of secrecy cr disguise; there was 
even no fiirther affectation of ignoring the purpoae for which tlioy 
had met, c* the probable result of the night's enterprise. Euniol- 
pus, indeed, and one or two more of the thicker- willed, Hatisficd 
to know that the present moment brought a magnificent reception 
and an abundance of good cheer, were willing to remain is un- 
certainty about the future, resolving simply t* obey tJie orders of 
their captain, and lo ask no questions ; but even tiieae could nrit 
help learning by degrees that they had before tliem no work of 
ordinary blooddied, but that they were involved in a conispiraoy 
which was to determine the empire of the world. It did not 
destroy their api>etile, though it may have increaaed their thirst, 

In proportion as the wine flowed faster the guestx lost tiieit 
diffidence and found tlieir tongues. Their host exerted himself 
to win golden opinions from oil, and entered with ready tiict into 
the characteristics and peculiarities of each. 

' Eumolpus 1 ' said he, as a slare entered bearing an enormous 
turbot on a yet lai^er dish, ' fear not to encounter him. He is a 
worthy foe, and a countrymnn of thine own. He left Ravenna 
but yesterday. In truth, that fnir-built town sends us the wideat 
turbots and tho broadest shoulders in the empire. Taste him, 
man, with a cup of Chian, and say if the trainer's rations havo 
spoiled thy palate for native food.' 

Hftlf-brutalised aa he was by nature and education, the gladin.lor 
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bad Btill a kindlj feeling for hie birtliplaco. Eteii now a i 
mory of his boyhond would aometimea steal across liiin likff. 
dream. The strelcli of sand, iLe breezy Adiiatic, tlie wav 
Jaahitig ogaiQKt the harbour-wallB, and a viaion ot curiy-heada 
black-eyed children, of whom he was one, tumbling and playin 
on the shore. IIo felt more human when he thought of m 
things. While the Tribune epoka ha rose in his own eatee 
for Ills host treated him like a man raiber than a beast ; and tho 
few careleas words gained a champion for Placidus who w 
to follow him to the death. 

So was it with the rest. To Eufua he enUirgcd on the hajiji 
neas of a country life, and the liberty — none the leaa dear for be' 
imaginary — enjoyed by a Roman citizen, who, within easy c 
lance of the capital, could sit beneath hia own porch to wa 
tho Btinset crimsoning t)ic ApennineB, and tread into home-mGii 
wine the grapes of his own vineyard. He talked of pruning t 
elma and training tho vines, of shearing sheep and goading axt 
aa though he liad been a matio ail hia life, aeaaoning anch glowii 
iloscriptionB, to suit his liatener'e palate, witli the charms even '. 
winter in the saow amongst the hills — the boar driven throu^ 
the leafless copse, tlie wild-fowl lured from the half-frozen In! 
the snug and homely roof, the crackling fire, and the childi 
pla,ying on the hearth. 

' 'Tw but another night-watch,' said he, cordially, 'and it v 
be my turn to eup miii thee in thy mountain-home. Half 
dozen such strokes as 1 have seen thee deal in mere eport, i 
hero I and thou wilt never need to meddle with eteel again, en 
in tie form of a ploughshare or a hunting-spear. By the fillet < 
Ceres I my friends, tlicrc ia a golden harvest to-night, ouly w 
ing for the sickle I ' 

And Buiufi, for wliom a few acres of Italian soil, and liberty ' 
cultivate them in peace, with hia wife and children, comprised ■ 
of happiness that life could give, contemplated the prospect thl 
offered with an imagination heated by wine, and a determinatioi 
truly formiJiihle in a man of ilia quiet dogged resolution, if hai 
fighting was 10 count for anything, not to tail in at least deeervic 
his rewaid. 

'Hirpiaua !' exclaimed the host, turning to the veteran, n 
waa & sworn lover of good uheer, and had alieady consumed sup 
per enough for two ordinary men, washed down by proportions^ 
disnghta of wine, ' tliy favourite morsel ia even now leaving tin/ 
spit. Pledge me in FaJemian ere it comes. Nay, spoil it tK^ 
with honey, which I hold to be a mistake unworttiy ofa gladiattfi 
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We will poui ft libation lo Diana Jown our throafa, in her capa- 
city of hantresB only, my friend; I care not for the goddess in 
any other. Ho I daves I bring here anmc wild boara I ' 

Aa he spoke the domesticfi reappeared, in pairs, carrying t)e- 
tweea them aa many wild boara, roaated whole, aa there were 
guests. One of these huge disheH was set aside for each man, and 
the carvers proceeded to their duty, unmoved by the ejaculatiouB 
of amaaement that broke from the gladiators Ht such prodigal 
magniljcence. 

Their attention was, however, somowlint distracted at tliia stage 
of the feaat by the entrance of Euohcnor, who alunk to the ]>lace 
reserved for him with a shade of aidlen disappointment lowering 
on his brow. The host, liowever, had refiolved that nothing 
ehould occur to mar the success of his entertainment, so refrained 
from asking any questions aa to hia absence, and motioned him 
courteoualy to a couch, with as frank a greeting as though lie had 
been aware of its aiuse. Hesuspected treachery notwithstanding, 
none the less that Euohenor hastened lo explain his tardy arrival. 
' Ue liad heard a tumult in the neighbourhood,' he said, ' whilst 
the guests were entering the house, and had visited the nearest 
post of hia comrades to ascertain that they had not been attacked. 
It was some di.'itance to the palace-gardens, and he could not avoid 
missing the earlier stages of the banquet,' 

' You must make up for lost time,' observed Placidiis, aigiiing 
to the slaves to heap the new comer's plate and fill hia cup to the 
brim. ' The later, the warmer welcome j the earlier, the better 
cheer;' and whilst he spoke the friendly words he was resolving 
that the Greek shoiUd be placed in front that whole night, under 
hia immediate supervision. At the al^htest symptom of treachery 
or wavering he would slay him with his owa himd. 

And now the gigantic hungei' of these champions seemed to be 
appeased at last. Dish had succeeded dish in endless variety, 
and they had applied themselves to each as it came with an un- 
diminished energy that astonished llie domestics accustomed to 
the palled appetites of jaded men of pleasure like their lord. 
Even the latter — though he tried hard, for he especially prided 
himself on hia capacity of eating and drinking — found it impos- 
Bible to keep pace with hia guests. Their great bodily powers, 
indeed, increased by severe and habitual training, enabled them 
to ooneume vast quantities of food, without experiencing those 
sensations of laaaitude and repletion which overcome weaker 

E*^"'eB, It seemed as though most of what they ate went at once tc 
ly the waste created by years of toil, and as soon aa swallowed, 
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&(1 the muscles inHtetLd of btmlening the Btoiuaoh. It ^ 
equally bo with wine. Such men can Anak draught afler cliaugbl^ 
and partake freely is the questioiiable pleasurea of intoxioatioaf 
whilst they pay none of its penaltiea. A breath o{ fresh a' 
few niinutee' exercise, and their braini are cool, their eyea a. ^^ 
their whole ayBtem strengthened for the time, and stimulatd 
rather than atupefied, by their excess. 

The gladiators lay book on their couches i 
content. The cupa were BtiU quickly filled and emptiod, h 
more in compliance with the cuetoma of conviviality dum t 
denmnda of thii-3t. They were nil lAlking at once, and every m 
saw both present and future through the rosy medium of the wi 
he had imbibed. 

There were two, however, of the party who hiid not Bufferai 
Iheir real inmost attention to stray for nn instant from the aoti 
business of the night, who calculated the time exactly m 
— who watched the men through the succeeding phages of utl 
faction, good-huiuuur, conviviality, and reoklesGne«e, stopping jv 
short of inebriety, and seized the very moment at which the ii 

is hot enough to strike. The same thouglit was in llie brain. 
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' No more wine to-night, Ti-ibune, if work is to bo done I 13 
circoB is full ; the arena swept ; the show paid for, When tl 
Prwtor takes his eeat we are ready to begin.' 

Placidus glanced significantly in his face, and loae, holding 
bi'iiiuuing goblet in his hand. The suddenness of the moveme 
arrested immediate attention. The men were all silent, ai 
looking towards their boat, 

'Good friends!' aaid ho. 'Trusty awordranon 
guests I Lixten to me. To-night we bum the palace — we on 
tlirow the empire — we hurl Ctesar ficm his throne. All this y 
know, but there is something more you do not know. One I 
escaped who is acquainted with the plot. In an hour it may 
too late. We are iaat fi^iends ; we are in the same galley — ) 
land is not a bow-sliot off. But the wind in rising — the v&l 
rushing in beneath her keef. Will you bend your backs 
with and row the galley safe home with me ? ' 

The project was a favourite one, the metaphor suited to du 
diHtes. Aa llie Tribime paused, acclamations greeted him on i 
sides, anJ ' We will 1 We will I ' ' Through storm and Ba 
sliine I ' ' Against wind and weather I ' Sfirung from many i 
eager li[>. It was obvious the men were ready for anythii 
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* Onfl libation to Pluto ! ' aJcIcd the boat, emptying liie cup, and 
tlie gueetfl leaping to tlieir feet tbtlowecl his example witL a mad 
r.lioer. Then thuy tbrined in pairs, as tliny were accuetomed iu 
the amphitbeatre, nail Kudicuor with n malicious laugh cxc!atmi.'tl, 
' Morituri It talvtani' 

It was enough I The ominous words were caught up and 
rqwated in wild defiaace and derieion, boding Hmall ncruplea of 
mercy or remorse. Twice they m.irched round the supper-room 
to the burden of that ghiwtly chant, and when Ebaking off the 
tiunea of wine they gnnlelied eagerly at their arms, Flacidui put 
himself at their bend with a Iriimipbnnt wmviction that, come 
what might, they would not fnil him in his laHt desperate throw) 
fui the K''^' game. 



cHAFrEE xva 

TUX GHBUAH OnAH 



All waA in confuaion nl the palace of tho C«aara. I'ho civil war 
that had now been raging for several houra in the capital, the 
tumullB that pervaded every quarter of the city, had roused the 
alarm, and to a certain extent the vigilance of such troops as still 
owned iLlk'giance to ViteUius. 13at late evcntB had much 
slackened the discipline Jbr wliich Itoman soldierBwere bo JHiiioub, 
and that could be but a Bpurious loyalty which depended (,u 
amount of pay :tnd opportunitica for plimder, which wan accas- 
tomcd nioroovec to see the diadem transferred from one aucccseful 
general to another at a fciv months' interval. Perhaps hh Gur- 
uian guards were the only eoldicra of Yitelliua on whom he could 
place any relianoe ; but oven tlieae had been reduced to a mere 
handful by slaughter and desertion, while tho few who remained, 
though unimpeaohahle in their fidelity, were wanting in every 
quality that conBtitutes military eiEciency, exce]it tlie phyaicjd 
strength and desperate ooninge Uiey brou^it with thtm frum the 
North. 

They wcto, however, the Emperor's last hope. They occujiiiJ 
palace -gardens to-night, focding their bivouac-fires with branches 
irom its stately cedars, or uprooting ite exotic shrubs to hurt them 
crackling in the blaze. The Itoman citizens looking on their 
gigantic forms moving to and fro in the glare, ahiiddored and 
w hispered, nnd pointed them out-to each other oa being half men, 
^^^f demons, while a passing soldier would laise his eagle cF<^6t 
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more proudly, relating how thoso were the foes o 
legions liatl triiunpLed, and would tcm forthwith into it wine-ihop 
to celebrate hia prowess at the expense of some admiring citizon 
in the crtnvd. 

One of these German mercenaries may be taken asm sample of 
the rest. He was standing sentvy over a narrow wicket that 
afforded entrance to the palac« gardens, and was the first obstacle' 
encotmtered by Esca, afler the latter liad hastened fiom tlia 
Esquiline to give iuteUigencu of the design against Cajsor's life. 

Leaning on hia spear, with hia tall irame and larg« moaclcf 
thrown into strong relief by the hght of the bivouac-fire behind 
him, he brought to the Briton's mind many a stirring memoiy of 
his own warlike boyhood, when by the side of just such cham? 
pione, armed in auoh a manner, he had struggled, though in Tain, 
against die discipline and the (Strategy of the invader. 

Scarcely older than himself, the Dcntry posuesaed tlio coniely> 
features and lie bright colouring of youth, with a depth of cheat 
aud sqitareness of shoulder that denoted all the power of matnra 
manhood. He seemed indeed a formidable antagoiuBt (or a 
single foe, and able to keep at bay half a score of the finest n 
who stood in the front rank of the legiona. Ho was clad in 
long white gaiment of linen, reaching below the knee, and ^to* 
ttned at the neck by a single clasp of gold; hia sliicld and helmSl 
too, although this was no state occasion, but one on whldi fa~' 
would probably be massacred before morning, were of the h 
metal, his spear-head and eword of the finest-tempered s 
The latter, especially, was a formidable weapon. Conaiderablj 
longer tlmn the liomim's, which waa only used for the thrust H 
close quarters, it could deal sweeping blows that would cleave I, 
headpiece or lop a limb, and managed lightly as a riding-waad by 
the German's powerfiil arm, would hew fearftil gaps in the ranki 
of an enemy, if their line wavered, or their order was in any 
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Notwithstanding the warlike nature of his arms and bearing 
tki sentry's fitce was fair and smooth as a woman's; the flax«9i 
down was acarcely springing on his chin, and the golden looki 
escaped beneatli hia helmet, and chistered in curls upon hif 
neck. Hia light blue eye, too, had a mild, and rather vacai^ 
expression as it roved carelessly around ; but the Komana ha4 
long ago learned that those light blue eyes could kindle inU 
sparks of fire when steel was d-osscd, could glare with invincibly 
hatred and defiance even when fixed in death. 

Esca's licai't wanned to the barbarian giuirdsman with a feeling 
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of ^nipp-thy and kindred. The latter sen!imcnt may have wig- 
^tcd the plan by vrliich he obtnine'I ontraoce to the polnce, for 
file difficulty of so Joing had presented itself to liim in brighter 
coloura every moment at he approached. Pausing, thorefcire, nt 
It few pacL'fi from tlie sentry, who levelled hia Hpeur and challeogeil 
when he heard footi^teps, the Briton anbuckled his aword and cast 
it down between them, to indicate that he claimed protection and 
had no intention of olTence. 

The other muttered some imintelligible words in liig own lan- 
guage. It was obvioiu that he knew no Latin and that their con- 
vernation muEt be carried on by signs. This, hoirover, rather 
smoothed than enhanced the difficnlty; and it was a relief to 
Esca that the first impulse of the Gcnnnn had not been to alann 
hia comrades and resort to violence. 

The latter aeenied to entertain no apprehension from any single 
individual, whether friend or foe, and looked, moreover, with 
favourable eyea on Esca's appearance, which bore a certain family 
likeneflfl to that of Ids own countrymen. He suffered him there- 
fore to approach hia post, questioning him by signs, to which the 
Briton replied in the flame manner, perfectly ignorant of their 
meaning, bnt with a fervent hope that the result of these 
mysterions gestnres might be hia admission within the wall. 

Under such circumstances the two were not likely to arrive at 
« clear understanding. After a while the German looked com- 
pletely puzzled, and passed the word in his otvn language to a 
comrade within hearing, apparently for assistance. Eaoa heard 
the sound repeated in more than one voice, till it died away 
under the trees ; there was obviously a strong chain of sentries 
round Caisar's palace. 

In the meantime the German would not permit Esca ta ap- 
proach within spear's- length of liia post, though he kept him back 
good-humouredly with the butt-end of that weapon, nor would 
he Buffer him lo pick hia sword up and gird it round hia waiirt 
again — making nevertheless, aE the while, Mgna of cordially and 
fnendship; but though Esca responded to these with equal 
warmth, he waa no nearer the inside than at first. 

Presently the heavy tramp of armed men smote his ear, and a 
centurion, accompanied by half a dozen soldiers, approaclied the 
wicket. These bore a strong resemblance, both in form and 
featureB, to the sentry who hn J summoned them ; but their olficcr 
spoke Latin, and Ksca, who had gained a little time to mature 
hia plan, answered the German centurion's tjucationa wilhtiat 
hesitation 
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' I belong hj your own UiviHion,' said be, ' though I oom* 
fai-ther norUi tlian your truop, and epcak a different dialect- 
were disbanded but j^esterday, by B written order from CicRaa 
It has turned out to be a forgery. We have been ecatt«red 
through half the wino-ahopa in Komc, and a herald cunie n 
and found me drinking, and bade me rctura to my duty wit 
delay. He tiid wo were to muster somewhere hereabouta, tiiaj 
Ave should imd a poiit at the palace, and could join it till our owfl 
officers came back. lam but a barbarian, I know little of Borne, 
but tbifl is the palace, is it not ? and you are a centuiion of th^ 
German guard ? ' 

Ue drew himself up aa he spoke with military respect, and tl _ 
officer had no heEitation in beliovJag liia tale, the more ho thai 
certain of CoiBar'e troops had lately been disbaadod at a tiiAt 
when their servicoe seemed to bo moat in requisition. Taking 
charge of Deca's weapon, he spoke a few wordu in hia own 1 * 
^■uage to the aeutry, and then addreeeed the Briton. 

' You may come to the main-guard,' said he. ' I ahould nof 
[Iliad a few more of the same maniple. We are likely to want aU 
we can get to-night.' 

As lie conducted him through the gardens, hcasked several quea 
tiona coucerniiig tlie Btrengdi of the opposing parly, the atateof tht 
town, and the general feeling of the citizens towards VitelliuB, al" 
which EscB pari-ied to the best of his abilities, hazarding a g 
where he could, and accounting for hia ignorance where ho a 
sot, on the plea that he had spent Lis whole time since Iuh dia^ 
missal in the wine-shops — an excuse which the oentuiiou't 
knowledge of tlie tastes and habits of his dlviaiun, caused Mm b 
accept without euapicion of its truth. 

AjTriyed at the watch-fire, Esca's military experience, alight oa 
it had been, was enough to apprise him of the imminent dangcifi 
that tJireatened the palace in the event of an attack. The hug^ 
Germans lounged and lay about in the glare of the burning log% 
SM though feast, and song, and i-evaliy were the objects for which 
they were mustered. Wine waa flowing freely in large flagODH 
commensurate to the noble thWl of these Scandinavian warrioraj. 
and even tlie eentriea leaving their posts at intervals, aa caprioa 
or indolence prompted, strode up to the watch-fii'e, laughed | 
loud laugh, drained a iuU boaker, and walked qiuetly buk 
again, none the worse, to their beat. All hailed a new comradt 
with the utmost glee, aa a furtlier incentive to drink; and 
although E»ca was pleased to find that none but their centurioit 
was familiar with Latin, and that he waa consequently free fronf. 
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tnnch inoonrcniunt cros«-exaiiiination, it \fiu> obvious that ther? 
was no mtendon of letting biin depart wltlioat pledging thein in 
deep draughta of the rough and potent Sabine wine. 

With youth, health, and a fixed resolve to ke«p hie wltti about 
Itim, ihe Briton managed lo perfonn this part of a aoldicr'a du^ 
to tiie SRtiafiicCioa of his entcrtAinera. The moments seeiacd very 
long, but whilst the Germans wore singing;, drinking, and making 
their remarks upon him in their own locgUAge, he had time to 
think of hia pkns. To have declared ut once that he knew of a 
plot aguinflt Cteear, and to oill upon the centurion to obtain hii 
admittance to the person of the Emperor, would, he waa well 
Bware, only defwtt hia own object, by throwing suspicion on him- 
Belf aa a probable aasnMnc, and confederate of the conHpirators, 
To put the officer on the alert, would cause him, perliupa, to 
double hie sontriea, and to stop the allowance of wine in oonrae 
of consumption; but Esca saw plainly that no resiKtauce &om 
within the palace could be made to the large force hia lute master 
would faring to bear upon it. The only chanco for the Emperor 
Was to escape. If he could himself roach his preaenoe, and warn 
him pci'Bonally, ha thought he could prevail upon him to Ry, 
This was the difficulty, A monarch in hia palace is not TimbW 
to every one who may wish to see liim, even ivhen hia own safety 
IB concerned; but Esca had already gained tlie interior of the 
gardona, and that aucceas encouraged him to proceed. 

The Germana, though believing themselves more vigilant than 
usual (to such a low state the boasted discipline of Cwsar's body- 
guard had fallen), were confused and careless under the iufluenca 
of wine, and their attention to tlie new comer waa soon distracted 
by a ireah chorus And a fresh Hagon, Esoa, under pretence 
that ho required repose, managed to withdraw himself from tlie 
glare of the fire-light, and borrowing a cloak from a ruddy com- 
rade with a stentorian voice, lay down in tlie shadow of an 
arbutuB, and affected profound repose. By degrees, coiling him- 
self along the sword like a snake, lie slipped out of sight, leaving 
his cloak BO arranged aa to reaemblo a sleeping form, and sped off 
in the direction of the palace, to which he was guided by numerous 
diatant hghts. 

Some alarm had evidently preceded him even here. Crowds 
of slaves, both male and female, chiefly Greeks and Asiatics, 
were pouring from its egresaea and hurrying tlirough the gardens 
in obvious dismay. The Briton oould not bi.it remark that none 
were empty-handed, and the value of their burdeoa denoted that 
^^^— a who now fled had no intention ever to return. They took 
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little notice of him wlico they passed, aare that 
more timid, glancing at hia stalwart figure, turned aside nud ran 
the swifter; while otherB, perceiving that he was imanned, " 
he had left hia Bwoid with t!ie Germana, ^ot at him some i 
tomptuous gesture or ribald jest, which they thought the barbarian 
would not linderEtand in time to resent. 

Thus he reached the spacious front of the palace, and here, 
indeed, the trumpets were sounding, and the German guard 
forming, evidently for reaiatonce to an attack. There was no 
miBtaking the espression of the men'a faces, nor the clang of. 
their heavy weapons. Though they filled the main court, how- 
ever, a Btream of fugitives still poured from the side-doors, ani 
tlirough one of these, the Briton determined he would find nt 
difficulty in effecting an entrance. Glancing at the fine mer 
getting under arms with such busineBa-like rapidity, he thought 
how even that handful might make such a defence aa would give 
Cssar time to escape, either at the back of the palace, or, if that 
were invested, disguised as one of the slaves who were atili 
hurrying off in motley crowds; and a otw it! islanding hia new- 
bom feelings, he could not help, from old association, wishing 
that he might strike a blow by tlie side of these stiihvart guards- 
men, even for such a cause aa theirs. 

Observing a door opening on a terrace which had 
oompletely undefended, Esca entered the palace unopposed, and 
roamed through hall after hall without meeting a hving creature. 
Much of value had already been cleared away, hut enough 
remained to have excited the cupidity of the richest subject h 
Kome, Shawls, arms, jewels, vases, statues, caskets, and drinking- 
cups were scattered about in a waste of magui£ccnC confu^on, 
while in many instances, rapacious ignorance had carried off that 
which was comparatively the dross, and left the more preoious 
articles behind. Esca had never even dreamed of such gorgeous 
luxiuy as he now beheld. For a few minutes hia mind was no 
less stupefied than his eye was dazzled, and he almost forgot hia 
object in sheer wonder and admiration; but there was no time 
to be lost, and he looked about in vain for some clue to guide 
him through this ghttering wilderness tc tlie presence of the 
Emperor. 

The rooms seemed endless, opening one into another, and each 
more splendid than the last. At length he heard the sound of 
voices, and darting eagerly forward, found himself in the midat 
of holi a dozen persons clad in robea of state, with garlands 
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their heads, reclining round the fragmeata of a foafit, a Ikgon or 
tvro of wine, and a golden coroucopis of fruit and flowers. 

As be entered, tliese started to their feet, exclaiming, ' They 
ore upon us I' and huddled together in a comer, liku a llouk of 
aheep when terrified by a dog. Observing, however, that the 
Uriton waa alone and tinarmwi, tliey seemed to take coursge, 
.nid a fat figure thrusting itself forwaid, exclaimed in one breath, 
' He is not lo be disturbed 1 Cicbhi- ia busy. Are the Germans 

Uia voice ahook and liia whole fl-ame quivered with fear, 
aeverthdesa Eeca recognised the speaker. It waa his old aatugo- 
niflt SpaUo, a favourite eunuch of the household, in dire terror 
for his life, yet showing the one redeeming quality cf fidelity to 
the hand that fed him. 

His comrades kept behind him, taking their one from hia con- 
duct as the bellwether of the flock, yet trusting fervently hia 
wiadoni would coimsel immediate flight. 

' I know you,' flaid Esca, hurriedly. ' I etruck you that night 
in anger. It ia oil over now. I have come to aave your lives, 
all of you, and to i-escue CaiKar.' 

' Kow ? ' said Spado, ignoring his previoua injuriea in the 
alarm of the hour. ' You can save us? You can rescue Cieaar J 
Then it is true. The tumult ia grown to a rebellion I The 
Germans ore driven in, and the game ia lost ! ' 

The oLiiei'a caught up their mantles, girded themselves, and 
prepared for instant flight. 

' The guard can hold the palace for half an hour yet,' rephod 
Esca, coolly. ' But the Emperor must escape. Julius Plaeidua 
will be here forlliwith, at the head of two hundred gladiators, 
and the Tribune means to murder his master as surely as you 
aland trembling there.' 

Ei-e he had done speaking, he was left alone in the room with 
Spado. The Tribune's character waa correctly apprccialed, even 
by the eunnchs of the palace, and they stayed to hear no more ; 
but Spado only looked blankly in the Briton's &ce, wringing his 
fat hands, and answered to the other's urgent appeals, ' His orders 
were e:tplicit. Ckesar is busy. Ho must not be diaturbed. He 
said so himself. GESsar ia busy t' 
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CHAPTER XVni. 

THE DCSIKES9 OF CiESAR. 

THRtiSTiKO Spado aaido wilhont ceremony, and disregarding ft« 
eunuch's cxpoatulntions in obedience to the ordors he had reoejv^, 
Eaca buret through a DiiJruw door, tore down a velvet curtain, 
and found himself in ihc private Qptirtntent of the Empstir. 
Cicsar'a buBtnesa was at that moment scarcely of an urgency tO 
weigh against the connideratjon of Qcaar'a life. Vltelliua wan 
reclming on a couch, his dress disordered and ungirt, a garlanif 
of rosea at his fuct, hin heavy face, of wliich llie swollen featuree, 
hod )oBt all their early oamelinosH, orpresfung nothing but sullen 
torpid calm ; his eye fixed on vacancy, his weak nervelesa liandfl 
oroased in front of his unwieldy person, and his whole attituda 
that of one who had little to occupy his attention, save his owff 
personal indulgence and comfort. 

Yet for all this, the mind was busy within that bloated form.. 
There are moments in existence, when the past comes back to tu 
day by day, and incident by incident, sluning out in oolourf 
vivid and life-like as tha present. On the eve of an important 
critis, during the crisis itself if we are not peimittcd to take as 
active part in it but compelled to remain passive, the mere «[ 
of its contingencies, for the few minutes that suaoeed a completff 
demolition of the fabric wa have bean building all our lives, wQ 
become possessed of this faculty, and seem, in a strange dreamt 
like aecM, to live our time over ngain. 

For tha last few days, even Vitellius had awoke to the coDvio-' 
IJon that bis diadem wna in danger, for tlie last few hours he had 
seen cause to tremble for his hfe ; nevertheleos, none of the usuaP 
habits of the palace had been altered ; and oven when PrimnSj 
the Bocceseful general of his dangerous rival, Vespasian, occupied 
ths suburbs, his reverses did but elicit from Uie Emperor a oaflf 
for more wine and a heartless jest. 

To-day he must have seen clearly that all was lost, yet thci 
BUpper to which he sat down with half a dozen favourite eunucha, 
was no less elaborate than usual, the wine flowed as freely, tli j 
Emperor ate us enormously, and when he could eat no moro,' 
I'ctired to pans hia custoniary half-hour in perfect silence and 
repose, nor sufTered the important i)rocoss of digestion to be dia- 
turbed by the fact that Ids very gates nraat ere midnight bo ia'i 
poBseBsion of the enemy. 

Nevertheless, as if in warning of what was to come, the pageairt 



HP Tns BUSINESS OF CMSAP. 271 

(rfhis life seemed lo moTO past hia half-cloaed eyes j nnd who ehail 
say how vain »iid empty eucli a pageant may have appenr^d even 
to the beflott«d glutton, viha, though he hod the oddrew to catch 
the diadem of tho Cicaars, when it was thrown to him by chancer, 
knew but too well that ho had no power to retain it on his head, 
when wrested by the grasp of force. Though feeble and worn 
ont, he was not old, far shoi-t of threescore yeara, yet whut a life 
of ohange and turmoil, and Ticisaitudea his hod beoi I 

Proconsul of Airica, tavourite of fotii emperors, it must have 
been a certain versatility of talent, tliat enabled him to rule such 
tin important province with tolerable credit, and yet retain the 
good gracea of successive tyrants, resembling each otlier in 
nothing save inceBaant caprice. An informer with Tiberius ; a 
pander to the Crimea, and a proselyte to the divinity of mail 
Caligula; a screen for Measoiins's vicea^ nnd an easy adviser to 
her easy and llniid lord ; lastly, everything iu turn with Nero — 
chariot-driver, singer, parasite, buffoon, nnd in all these vnrioua 
parts, preserving lie one unfailing charactoriafio of a oonaummate 
and aystemntic debauehoe. 

It seemed but veHterdny that he had thrown the dice with 
Claudius, atakiug land and villas as freely as jewels and gold, 
losing heavily to his imperial master ; and, though he had to 
borrow the money at high uaury, quiok-witted enough to per- 
ceive the noble reversion he iiad thus a chance of piuMhasing. 

It seemed but yesterday that he Hew round the dusky cireus, 
graaing the goal with practised skill, and, by a happy dexterity, 
EiuSeriag Caligula to win the race so narrowly, aa to enhance the 
pleasure of imperial triumph. 

It seemed but yesterday that he sang with Nero, nnd flattered 
the monster by comparing him with the sirens, whoso voices 
cbamied marinera to llieir destruction. 

And now was it all over? Must he indeed give up the im- 
perial piuple and the throne of blazing gold? — the iuxiuinus 
banqiiets and tlie luscious wines f He shuddered and sickened 
while he thought of a crust of brown bread and a pitcher of 
water. Nay, worso tlian this, was he sure his life was Bafe ? He 
had seen death often — what Roman had not T But at his beat, in 
the 6eld, clad in coraelet and headpiece, nnd covered vrith a 
buckler, he had thought him an ugly and unwelcome visitor. 

Even at Bedriaeum, when ho told hie gener.ils as he rode over 
the slain, putrefying on the ground, that ' a dead enemy smelt 
•weet, and the awoeter for being a citizen,' he remembered now 
t his gorge had risen while he sjioke. He remembered, too, 
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die German body-guard diat had accompanied him, aad the fi 
fill courage with which bia German levies fought. There wt 
fevr of them in the palace yet. It gave him confidence to recol- 
lect this. For a moment the soldi er- spirit kindled up within^; 
and he felt aa though he could put himself at the head of thoM 
blue-eyed giants, lead them into the very centre of the enemy, and 
die there like a man. He rose to bia feet, and snatched at one ot 
the weapons hanging for omument against the wall, but tlie y 
limbs failed, the pampered body asserted itself, and he sank bacl^ 
helpless on the couch. 

It was at this moment that Esca burst bo unceremoniously ir 
the Emperor's presence. 

Vitelliiia did not rise, again, less alarmed, perhaps, than e 
tonished. The Brilon threw himself upon his knees, and touched 
the broad crimson binding of the imperial gown. 

' There is not a moment to lose ! ' said he. ' They are forcing 
tlie gaLOH. The guard has been driven back. It is too lata 
for resistance ; but Caisar may yet escape if he will tiuBt liimself 

Titellius looked about him, bewildered. At that moment a 
shout was heard from the palace gardens, accompanied by a rusli 
of many feet, and the ominous clash of steel. Esca knew that 
the asBailants were gladiators. If they come in with their blood 
up, they would give no quarter. 

' Ctesar must disguise himself,' he in^sted, earnestly. ' Ti 
slaves have been leaving the palace in hundreds. If the Emper 
would put on a coarse garment and come with me, I can she 
him the way to safety ; and Placidua, hastening to this apartmen^ 
will find it emp^.' 

With all his sensual vices, there was yet something lell: of iJ 
old Roman spirit in Vitelliua, which sparkled out ia on emergency, 
AAer the first sudden surprise of Esca's entrance, he becams 
cooler every moment. At the mention of the Tribune's nami 
he aaemed to reflect. 

' Who are you ^ ' said he, a&er a pause ; ' and how came yoU 

Short aa had been his reign he had acquired the tone of royalty }; 
and could even assume a certain dignity, notwithstanding t' ' 
urgency of his present distress. 

In 11 few words Esca explained to him his danger, and 1 



' Pirtcidus,' repeated the Emperor, thoughtfully, and aa if mor< 
ooncemed than surprised; 'then there ia no chnnco of the d&sigii 
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ftiliiig ; DO hope of mercy when it has succeeded. Good frieuil i 
I will lake your adTJce. I will tnirt you, and go with you, 
where you will. If I am an Emperor to-morrow, yoii will be the 
grcatcBt man in Kome.' 

Hitherto he had been leaning indolently back on the couch. 
Now he seemed to rouse himeelf for action, nnd stripped the 
crimaon-bordered gown from hie shouldcrB, the signet-ring from 
his hand. ' They will make n gallant defence,' Baid he, ' but if I 
know Julius Placidus, he will outnumber them ten to one. Never- 
theless they may hold him at bay witli their long Bworde till we 
get clear of the palace. The gardens are dark aniJ apncious; we 
can hide tJiere for a time, and take an opportunity of reaching m; 
wife's house on Mount Aventine ; Galeria will not betray me, 
and they will never think of looking for me there.' 

Speaking thus coolly and deliberately, but more to himsel/ 
than hia companion, Cesar, divested of all marks of splendciur ia 
his diees and ornaments, stripped to a plain linen gannent, turn- 
ing up his sleeves and girding himsDlf the while, like a slave 
busied in some hoiosehold work requiring activity and despatch, 
Buffered the Briton to lead him into tho next apai'tment, where, 
deserted by his comrades, and sorely perplexed between a vague 
sense of L-uty and a strong inclination to run away, Spado wan 
pacing to and fro in a ludicrous state of perturbation and dismay. 

Already the noise of lighting was plainly distingui.iliod in the 
ciil«r court. The glndiatorH, commanded by Hippias and guided 
by the treacherous Tribune, had overpowered the main body of 
Ihe Germans who occupied the imperial gardens, and were now 
engaged with tlie remnant of tliose faithfiil barbarians at the vevy 
doors of the palace. 

The latter, though outnumbeied, fought with llie dcspeinle 
courage of their race. The Roman soldier in hia cool methodical 
discipline, was sometimes puzzled to account for that frantic 
energy, which acknowledged no Buperioritf either of position or 
numbera, which seemed to gather a fresher and more stubborn 
ooorage from defeat ; and even the gladitttor.i, men whose very 
livelihood was slaughter, and whose weapons were never out o( 
their hands, found themselves no watch for these large saTiige 
worriers in the Btrugglo of n iiand-lo-hand combat ; recoiled more 
than once in balHcd r.ige and astonishment from the long swords, 
and the Hue eyes, and the tall forms that seemed to t^wer and 
dilate in the fierce revelry of battle. 

The military skill of Tlacidus, exercised before mniiy a Jewish 
rt, and on many a Syrian plain, had worsted tiie main body 
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of the Germana by taking them in flank. Favoured by tibe d ^^ 
nePB of the BhrubberieB, ho had contrived to throw a hnndn 
practised swoTdsmec unexpectedly on their most i^efenceleas pi ~ 
SuipriBed and outnumbered, they retrealed nuvertlieleM in l 
order, though aadly diniiniBhsd, upon their oommdes at tlie gab 
Here the remaining handiiil made a desperate stand, and Iiet 
Flacidus, wiping hii bloody Rword upon hia tunic, n-hiapered I 
Hippiaa, ' We must put HirpinUB and the Hupper-jmrty in front 
If we cin but carry the gate, tJiere are a score of entrances ii ' 
tlio palace. Kcmeraber I we give no ijuarlor, and v 

Whilst tJie choBon band who had left the Tribune's table « 
held in cheak by the guard, there was a mojnent'a roipite, dni 
which Cteaar might possibly escape. Esoi, rapidly caJculatiii 
the difficultiea in his own mind, had resolved to hurry hi] 
tbrougli the most secluded part of the gardens into the atree' 
and BO nmniiig the chance of recognition which in iJie dorkni 
of night, and under the coarse garb of a household slave, was h 
B. remote contingency, t« convey him by a circuitous route i 
Galena's house, of which he knew the situation, and whne 1 
jiight be concealed for a time without danger of detection. HI 
great obstacle was to get him out of the palttce without beiB 
seen. The private door by wtiich he had himself entered, H 
knew must be defended, or the oasaiEants would have taken &d 
vantage of it ere this, and he dared not risk recognition, to fo 
nothing of the chances of war, by endcavouiing to escape throng 
the midut of the conflict at the main gate. He appealed to Spac 
for assistance. 

' There is a torracn at the back here,' staiiiiuered tlio eunooh 
' if Ctesar can reach it, a pathway leads directly down Co thi 
Hummer-houae in the thickest part of the gardens ; thence he cs 
go between the liah-jundH straight to the wicket that opens n 
the Appian Way.' 

' Idiot I ' exclaimed the Emperor, angrily, ' how am I to reao 
the teiTace 7 There is no door, and the window must be a nun 
height at least from the ground.' 

' It is your only chance of life, illuBtrious 1 ' observed Esa 
impatiently. ' Guide us to the window, friend,' he added, tamin^ 
to Spado, who looked from one to tiie other ia helpless astoniA- 
ment, ' and t«ar that shawl from the couch ; we may wont il for 
rope to let the Emperor down.' 

A fresh shout from the combatants at tlio gate, while it eom-i 
pluteiy paralysed the ennuob, seemed to determine Vitellii 
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He moved reaoluteljr forvard, followed by hu two oompauIoUK, 
Spdda whigpering to the Briton, ' You arc a braxe yoiing man. 
We will all eBcapo together, I — I will stand by you to the last I " 

They Beeded but to croaa a pasBage and traverse anotlier room. 
CcBsar peered ovur ihc window-sill into the darknesa below, and 
drew tmok. 

' It ia a long way down,' aald he. ' What if I were to break a 
limb?' Esun produced the nhawl be had brought with bim 
^m the adjoining apnitmcnt, and ofiered to place it under hia 
arms and round his body, 

' Shall I go Grst T ' enid Spado. ' It. is Dot five cubits from 
the ground.' 

But the Emperor thought of hia brother Lnciua aud tJw co- 
horts at Terracina. Conld he but gain the camp there he would 
be safe, luiy more, he could make head against hia rival ; ho 
would rotom to Rome with a victoriouii army ; ho would re- 
trieve the diadem aud the purple, and the mippcrB at the palace 

' Stay where you are 1 ' Le commanded Spado, who was 
Itioking with an eager eye at the windoiv. 'I will risk it. One 
draught of Falemian, and I will risk it and begone,' 

IIo turned back towards the baiiij^uetiug-room, and while he did 
BO iinotber shout warned him tliat the gat« was carried, aud the 
palace in poesearaon of the couapirators. 

Esca followed the Emperor, vainly imploring him to fly. 
Spado, taking one more look li'om the window ere Le risked lua 
bones, heard the ring of amour and the tramp of feet coming 
round the comer of the palace, on the very terrace he deaired to 
reach. White and trembling, he tore the garland from his head 
and gnawed its roses with his teeth in the impotence of his 
despair. He knew the taat chance was guuc now, and they 
must die. 

The Emperor returned to Uie room where he had supped; 
aeiied a flagon of Palernian, filled himself a large goblet which 
he half-emptied at a draught, and set it down on the board with 
a deep sigh of satiBtaction. The court-yard had been taken 
at last, and the jjatace Biirrounded. ResiaUnce was hopeless, and 
escape impossible. The Germans were still fighting, indeed, 
within the roomx, disputing inch by inch the glittering corridors, 
and the carved doorways and the ahiuing pobahed tloora, now 
more slippery than ever with blood. Ticturea and Btatuet 
seemed to look down in calm aninzemeut at thru.it and blow and 
death-grapple, aud all the reeling coufueion of mortal strife. 
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But the Doise came nearer and nearer ; the GiCTinaas, JoUiag md 
by man, were rapidly giving gi-ound. Eaca knew the game wa 
lost at last, and he turned to hiH companioti!! in peril with i 
grave and douded brow. 

' There is nothing for it leiV,' enid he, ' but to die like n 
Tet if there be any comer in which C«esar can hide,' he added 
with something of contempt in lua tone, ' I will gain him fi?9 
minutes mare of life, if Qiis glittering toy holds together h 
long.' 

Then he snatched nrom tlie wall an Asiatic javchn, all lao 
quered and ornamented with gold, oast one look at the othera, a 
if to bid tliem farewell, imd hurried from the room. 

Spado, a masa of shaking fleeh, and tumbled garments oni 
festive ornaments strangely out of keepisg with hia attitude 
cowered down agaiiiat the wall, hiding his iaoe in hia hands 
but Vitellius, with something akin even tn gmtification on hi 
countenance, returned to the half-emptied cup, and raising it f 
his lips, deliberately finislied hia i'altrnian. 



CHAPTER XIX. 



■ was not in Eaca's nature to be within hearing of ahrewd bloi 

id yet abstain troTa taking pnit in the fray. 

Hia recent sentiments had indeed undergone a change th 
would produce timely firuit ; and neither the worda of tl 
preacher in the Esquiline, nor the example of Calchas, nor tl 
Bwcet influence of Wariamne, had been without their effect 
But it was engrained in his very character to love the stir am 
tumult of a light. From a boy his blood leaped and tinglei 
at the clash of ateel. Ilia ivaa the courage which ia scared' 
esercised in the tide of peraonal conflict, and must be prorei 
rather in endurance tlian in action — bo naturally doea it foro 
Itself to the front wlien men are dealing blow for blow. 

Hb youth, too, had been spent in warfare, and in that moH 
ennobling of all warfare which defiiida home from theaggreawoi 
of an invader. He had long ago learned to love danger for 
itB own sake, and now he experienced besides a morbid desire to 
hare his hand on tlie Tribune's throat, bo he felt tlie point ani 
tried lie shaft of hia javelin with a tliriJl of savage joy, whil«^J 
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gnided by tlie soimda of combiit he hurried along Llie corridor to 
join the remnant of the faithful GenuRn Guard. 

Not a score of tbem were lefl, aud of these ecarce one but 
bled from aome grievous wound. Their whito garments were 
stained with crimson, thdir guudy golden ormoui was hacked aod 
dinted, their Blreugdi waa nearly spent, and every hope of safety 
gone ; but their courage was Etill unquenchcd, and ob man aJler 
man went down, tlie survivors ctoaed in and fought on, atrikiiig 
desperately with their iiicea to the foe. 

The Tribune and bia chosen band, supported by a numerous 
body of inferior gladiators, were preasiag them sore. Placidus, 
on expert ewordanian, and in no way wonting physical courage, 
was conspicuous in the front. Hippias aloae seemed to Tie with 
the Tribune in reckless daring, Chough Ilirpinua, Eumolpna, Lu- 
toriuE, and the others, were all earning their wagea with Bcrupu- 
loua Hdulity, and bearing themsclvea according to custom, as if 
iighcing were the one business of their lives. 

When Esca reached the scene of conflict the Tribune had 
just closed with a gigantic adversary. For a minute they reeled 
in the death-grapple, then parted as suddenly as they met, tbg 
German fiiUing backward with a groan, the Tribune's blade as he 
brandished it aloft dripping with biood to the very hilt. ' Euge I ' 
sltouted Hippia.'i, who was at liiij side, parrying at the same 
moment, with consummate address, a sweeping sword-cut, dealt 
at him from the dead man's comrade. ' That was prettily done, 
Tribune, and like an artist ! ' 

Escu, catching sight of his enemy's hat«d lace, dashed in with 
the bound of a tiger, and taking him unawares, delivered at 
him BO fierce and rapid a thrust as would have settled accounts 
between them, had Placidua possessed no other means of defence 
than his own skilful swordsmanship ; but tlie fencing -master, 
whose eye seemed to take in all the combatants at once, cut 
through the curved shaft of the Briton's weapon with one turn 
of his short sword, and its head fell Iiarmless on the floor. Ilia 
hand was up for a deadly thrust when Eaca found himself felled 
to ihc ground by some poweriul fist, while a ponderous form 
holding him down witli its wliolo weight, made it iitiposaiblo 
for him to rise. 

' Keep quiet, lad,' whispered a friendly voice in his ear ; ' I was 
forced ta atrike hard to get thee down in time. Faith I the 
Haater gives short warning with Ida ihruals. Here tliou'rt safe, 
u-.J here Til take care tho>? slialt remain till tlie tide luis rolled 
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tkud I can pase thee out luiecea. Keep quiet I I U 
1T0 lo Etrike thee BaMelesa for thine own good.' 
VI the Briton struggled tJ} le^in hia Jeet; Hirpinna \.ef 
him dowu by Tiiain fcrcc. No Booncr had the gladiator caugHl 
Nght of his Iriend, thon he resolved to save him from the fttev 
which too Burely tJireatened all who were found in the paJaoe, and' 
with charnoteriHtio promptitude, used the only means at hia dia- 
poHul for tlie fulHllment of hia object. 

A mcment'e reflection Ratisfied Esca of his old comrade's good 
feith. Life ia sweet, and ivitli the hope of ita preEoiration came' 
hack the thought of Mariamne. lie la; still for a few minute 
and by that time, the tide of 6ght had rolled on, and they ■» 
left alone. 

HirpinuB roae first will a jovial hiugh. ' Why, you went dowi 
man,' oiiid he, 'like an os at an allnr. I wonid have held m 
hand a littJfr— in faith I would — had there been time. Well, 
must help thee up, I guppoBu, Heeing that I put thee down. Tfjttf 
my advice, lad, get outside as quick as thou canst. Keep the first 
turning to the right of ihe great gate, Btiok to the darkest part til 
the gardens, and run for thy life I ' 

So speakiDg, the gladiator helped Eaua lo hia feet, and points 
down the corridor where the way was now clear. The Britoi 
would have made one more effort to save the Emperor, 
HirpJnuB interposed his burly form, and finding his ftieikd I 
refractory, half-led, half-puahed him to the door of the palaa 
Here he bade him farewell, looking wistfully out into the mgW 
aa though ho would fiiin accompany him. 

' I have little taste for the job here, and that's the truth,' bb 
he, in the tone of a man who has been imfairly deprived of son 
expected pleasure. ' The Germans made a pretty good stand f 
a time, but I tliought there were more of them, and that the fig 
would have lasted tivice as long. Good luck go ;vith thcc, lad, 
shall perhaps never see tliea again. Well, well, it con't 1 
helped. I have been bought and paid for, and muBt go back 
my work.' 

So, whiio Erci, hopeless of doing any more good, went his 
iata the gardens, llirpinua re-entered the pnhioe to follow 
comrades, and assist in the scnrch for the Emperor. 

He was somewhat surprised to hear loud shouts of tan[[hter 
echoing from tlie end. of tjio corridor. Hastening on to learn the 
caiiBe of such strangely- timed mirth, he came upon Rufiia lying 
aciosa tho prc^trate body of a. German, and trying hard to stantA 
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t blood that welled irom n fatal gaah inflicted by his dfud 
enemy, arc he went down. 

Ilirpinua raised hia (ricnd's head, and knew it was all ovc-r, 

'I have got it," iiaid KufuB, in a fiiint voice; 'my foot slipjiud 
and the clumsy barbarian lunged in over my gunrd. Farewell, 
old conuado I Bid the wifd keep hourt. There ia a home Ibr 
her at Picenum, and — tlie boya — keep them out of the Family. 
When you close with these Germana, — disengage — at half dia- 
bince, and turn your wrifit down with the — old — thrust, ttt 
Mto— ' 

Weaker and weaker come tlie gladinlor's liut Byllablcs, his 
head aank, his jaw dropped, nnd IlirpinuH, turning for a iarcwcil 
look at the comrade with whnm he had ti-ained, and toiled, and 
drank, and fought, for lialJ' a score of years, dashed his hand 
nngrily to his shaggy eyelnshes, for he saw him ihrough a niiBt cif 

Another shout of laughter, louder utill and nearer, rouned him 
to action. Turning into the room whence it proceediiJ, he caino 
upon a scene of combat, nearly ss ludicrous as the luHt was 
pitiihl, 

3iuToundud by a circle of gladiators, roaring out their apiiknse 
and holding their sides with mirth, two most unwilling ftdversaries 
were pitied against each other. They seemed, indeed, very loth 
to come to close quarters, and stood face lo face with osefflsive 
watchfulnesa nnd caution. 

In searching for the Emperor, Plaoidus nnd his myrmidons had 
scoured seToral apartments without snccens. Finding the palnce 
thne unoccupied, and now in their own hands, the men had uom- 
menced loading themselves with valiuibles, nnd prepared to 
decamp with their plunder, each to his home, aa having fulfilled 
diuir engagement, and earned thcii' reward. But the Ti-ibuno 
well knew that if Vitellius survived the night, his own head 
would be no longer tafo on his shouIdeTS, and tlint it was indis- 
pensable to find the Emperor at all hazards ; so gathering a 
handfiil of gladiators rotmd him, perauading somp and threaten- 
ing others, he instituted a strict search in one apaitment after 
sjiother, leaving no holo nor comer imtried, porsnaded ihat 
Cffiflar must be atill inside the palace, and consequently within 
his grasp. 

He entertained, novortheless, a lurking mistrtist of troachery 

roused by tlie bte appearance of Euchenor at supper, which wna 

rather strengthened than destroyed by the Greek's unwillingness 

|litQ engage in personal combat with the Germans. Whilst he was 
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able to do so, the Tribune had kept u wary eye upon the pwgiHgl,- 
and iiod indeed prevented him more thatt once from slipping onf 
of the conflict altogetber. Now thiit the GermanB were finally 
disposed of, and iJio palace in his power, he kept the Greek closa 
nt hand with Icsa diiliculty, jeering bim, half iu jest and half in 
euracBt, on the great care he bad taken of liis own person in tiia: 

ThuH, with Euchenor at his side, followed by Hippiaa, and 
Bonie half-dozen gladiators, tlie Tribune entered the room in' 
which iLe Emperor had supped, find &om which a door, concealed 
by a heavy curtain, led into a dark recGEs originally intended (a^ 
a bath. At the foot of this curtain, half-lying, half-ajtlingy 
grovelled an obese unwieldy figure, clad in white, which moaneS 
and shook and rocked itself to and fto, in a paroxysm of abjeo^ 

The Tribune leapt forward with a gleam of diabolical triumpli 
In his eyee. The nest instant his iace fell, aa the figure, lookiiitf 
up, presented the scared features of the bewildered Spado. 

But even in his wrath and disappointment Placidua could 
indulge himself wilh a brutal jest. ; 

' Euchenor,' eaid he, ' thou hast hardly been well blooded 
to-night. Drive thy sword through ttis cwrion, and draw it o 

The Greek was only averse to cruelty, when it involved 
personal danger. He rushed in willingly enough, hia blodtf 
up, and his eyes glaring liko a tiger's ; but the action roused 
whatever was lefl of manliood in the victim, and Spado sprang 
(o his feet with the desperate courage of one who has no eacap» 
left. 

Close at hia hand lay a Partliian bow, one of the many ci 
ties in arms that were scuttered about the room, together with & 
aiindal-wood quiver of puny painted arrows, 

' Their points are [loiBoned,' be shouted ; ' and a touch i 
death 1 • 

Then he drew the bow to its Aill compass, and glared about 
him like some hunted beast brought to bay. 

Eueheuor checked in his spring stood rigid as if turned t 
stone. His beaulil'ul form indeed, motionless in that life-like 
■Ititude, would have been a fit study for one of bis own oountry'A 
sculptors ; but the sm'rounding gladiators, influenced only by ths 
ludicrous points of the rituatiou, laughed till their sides shook, 
the two coWELrds thus oonfiontiug each other. 

' To hill!, Euchcaor ! ' KiJd they, with the voicp and action bjr 
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wbich A man encourages bin dc^ at its prej- ' To him, Ind I 
Hero's old Ilirpinua come to back thee. He always voted thee a 
cur. Show him gome of thy mettle now 1 ' 

Goaded bj their taunts, Euchenor made a rapid feint, and 
crouched for another daah. Terrified and coniiiHed, the eunuch 
let the bow-etring escape from hia nerveless Gngeis, imd the hglit 
gaudy arrow, grazing the Greek's arm and scarcely drawing 
blood, fell, as it etemed, harmleaa to the Hoor between hia feut. 

Again there waa a loud shout of deriaion, for Euchenor, drop- 
ping his weapon, applied this triiling scratch to hia mouth ; ere 
the laugh Bubaided, however, the Greek's lace contracted and 
turned pale. With a wild yell he sprang bolt upright, raising 
hia arms above his head, and fed forward on his breant, dead. 

The gladiators leaping in, passed half a dozen sworda through 
the eunuch'a body, alnioat ere their comrade touched the floor. 
Then Lutoriua and Euniotjius tearing down the curtain disap- 
peared in the dark recess behind. There was an exclnmation of 
Hurpriae, a cry for mercy, a scuffling of feet, the fall of some 
heavy piece of furniture, and the two emerged again, dragging 
between them, pale and gasping, a bloated and intirm old man. 

' Ckkot Li fled 1 ' said be, looking wildly round. ' You seek 
Cs^r?' then perceiving (he dark smile on the Tribune's face^ 
lUid abandoning all hojc of disguise, he folded his aims with a 
certain dignity that hia coarse giirments and disordered etat« 
cou]d not wholly DeuU-alise, and added : 

' I am Cssar I Strike I since thero ia no mercy and no 
escape! ' 

Tbe Tribune paused an instant and [Ktndercd. Already the 
dawn was stealing through the paiace, and the dead upturned 
fiice of Spado looked grey and ghastly in the pale cold light. 
Master of the situation, he did but deliberate whether he ahould 
■lay Csisar with hia own baud, thus bidding high for t!ic gnititude 
of hia auccesaor, or whether, by delivei'ing him over to an infuri- 
ated soldiery, who would surely massacre him on the spot, be 
should make his death appear an act of popular justice, in tbe 
furtherance of which he waa himself a mere dutiful instrument. 
A few momenta' reflection on tlie cliaracter of Vespaiuan, decided 
him to punue tho latter courae. He turned to the gludiatora, 
and bade them secure tlieir prisoner. 

Loud shouts, and the tramp of many thousand armed feet 
announced that the diaafTect^d legions were converging on tlie 
palace, and had already filled its courtyard witli masses of 
disciplined men, ranged under tlieir eaglea in all tlie imposing 
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precision and the glittering pomp of war. The increaaing d^H^iJ 
iliowcd their aeiried files, extcadiiig far beyond the gate, over lb< 
spacious gardens of the palace, tuid the cold morning breeze 
unftirled a banner hero and thero, on which wore already em ^^ 
blaaoned the initials of the new emperor, ' Titus Flavins Veapa«aj 

As Vitelliua tvith hia handa bound, led between two gladiat 
passed out of the gate which at midnight had been hia own, o 
of these gaudy devices glittered in the rising sun before hia eye 
T'hca bis whole frame seemed to collapse, and his head sank ape 
hifi breast, for he knew that the bitteiTioss of death had i 
come at last. 

But it was no part of the Tribune's scheme that hia victim' 
lineamentB should escape observation. He pat his own Bwm 
beneath the Emperor's chin, and forced him to hold hia head u 
while the Boldiers hooted and reviled, and ridiculed their ibrau 
lord. 

' Let them flee thy f;iee,' said the Tribune, brutally. ' Eve; 
DOW thou art etill the moat notoriouH man in Kome.' 

Obese in person, lame in gait, pale, bloated, dishevelled, and | 
captive, there was yet a certain dignity about the fallen empCTDi 
while he drew himself up, and thus answered bis enemy : 

' Thou ha-it eaten of my bread and di'unk from my cup. 
have loaded tliee with richea and honours. Yesterilay I w 
thine emperor and thy host. To-iiay I am thy captive and thj 
vieLim. But here, in the jaws of dcatli, I toU thee that not t 
have my life and mine empire back again, would I change p" 
with JuliuB Placidus the Tribune 1 ' 

They wei-o the last words be ever spoke, for while they parade 
him along the Bacred Way, the legions gathered in and Etruol 
him down, and hewed him in pieces, casting tlie fragmenla of hi 
body into the stream of Father Tiber, stealing calm and naiaelei 
by the walls of Rome. And tliougb tbo faitliful Galeria ooUecta 
Ihem for decent interment, few cared to mourn the memoiy % 
Vitelliua the glutton; for the good and temperate Vesp 
reigned in hia etend, 
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Ik a land-locked bay sheltered by wooded bills, under a caliS 
oIoudlcBS sky, and motionless as some deeping aea-bird, 



TEE FAin nATF.S, 



283 



gaOey lay at anchor on the gliatening soi'lace of the MlvHUit- 
raaean. 

Far out nt Bca, ngninst a clear horizon, the breeze Just stirred 
tho watera to a pui'or deeper blue, Lut horo, behind the eliarp 
blaciE point, that shot boldly from the ahore, long eheeta of light, 
nnshadowed by a aicgle ripple, travoi'sed the bay, basking warm 
and Btill in the glaring siiJi.shinG. The very gulls that usually flit 
BO TOBtleBa to and fro, hud folded their wings for an interval ('! 
repose, and the bu^ of the hot southern noon lay drowaily ou 
the bnmifihed surface of the deep. 

The galley hud obviously encountei'ed her share of wind and 
weather. Spars were broken and tackle strainod. Her large 
Dquare mil, rent and patched, was under procesa of repair ; 
heaped up, neglected for the present, and half unfiirlcd upon the 
deck, whOe the double-banked statji of her rowers were unoccu- 
pied, and the long oars shipped idly in her Bides. Like the sea- 
bird she resembled, and whose destiny she shared, it seemed oi 
though she also had foldcEl her wings, and gone peacefully to 

Two figureB were on the deck of tho galley, drinking in the 
beauty Ihat siu-ronnded them, with the avidity of youth, and 
health, and love. They thought not of the dangers tjicy had so 
narrowly esaipftd — of the perils by sea and perils by land that 
were in alore for tliem yet, of tha sorrows they rauat undergo, 
the difficulties they must encounter, the frail thread on wliich 
Lheir present happiness depended, It was enough for them that 
they were gaaing on tho lovelinesa of one of the fairest iales in the 
^gean, and thnt tliey were together. 

Stu'ely there ta e. ' Fair Uaven ' in the voyage of caeh of us, to 
which we reach perhaps once in a life-time, where we jiauBO and 
furl the sail and sliip the oar, not that we are weary indeed, 
nor unscaworthy, but that we cannot resist, even the strongest 
and bravest of us, the longing of poor humanity for rest Such 
BeoBons as these come lo remind us of our noble destiny, and our 
inherent unworthineaa — of our capacity for happiness, and our 
failure in attaining it — of the sordid caakot, and llie priceless 
jewel we are sure that it contaioa. At such seasons shall we not 
rejoice and revel in the happiness they bring 7 Shall we not 
bathe in the glorious sunshine, and snatch at the glowing fruit, 
■nd empty the golden cup, ay to tha very drega 7 What though 
there be a cloud behind the hill, a bitter morsel at the fruit's core, 
a drop of wormwood in the sparkhng draught ? — a eonaciouraesa 
LSi inaeeurity, a foresight of sorrow, a Graving for the infinite siid 
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the eternal, which goods and guides aa at once on the vpi 
way 7 Would we be without it if we could ? We cannot be 
more than human ; we would not willingly be less. la not &ilara 
the teacher of humility 1 la not humility the first step to wisdom T^^ 
Wheie is least of eelf-dep en deuce, tliere is eurcly most of fiuth,~ 
and aie not pain and sorrow the title-deeds of onr inheril 
hereafter 7 

It is a false moral, it is a moi'bid and unreal Bcntiment, beauti> 
fully as it is expresaed, which teaches us that ' a sorrow's crown 
of sorrows, is remembering happier things.' All true happiness 
is of ^iritual origin. When we have been brushed, tLongh, 
never bo lightly by the angel's wing, we cannot afterwai-da entir^/; 
divest om^vea of the ftngranco breathed by that celestial prr ^^^ 
sence. Even in those blissful moments, soniething warned I 
they would pass away ; now that they have faded here, somethin 
assures us that they wiU come again, hereafter. Hope ia tt 
birthright of immortality. Without winter there woidd be n 
spring. In decay is the very germ of life, and while euffeiing h 
traiisitovy, mercy ia infinite, and Joy eternal. 

The sailora were taking their noon-day rest below, to e 
tlie heat. Eleazar, the Jew, sat nt the stern of the vessel, de^ 
in meditation, pondering on his country's resources and hi 
nation's wrongs — the dissensiona that paralysed the Uon i 
Judah, and the formidable quaHtics of the princely hunter whi 
was bringing him warily and gradually to bay. It would be h 
enough to reaist Titus with both hands tree, how hopeless a t 
when one ncutmlised the efforts of the other I Eleazar's outwM 
eye, indeed, took in the groves of olives, and the dazzling porche^ 
Che jagged rocks and the glancing water ; but hia spirit f 
gazing the while upon a very dilfeTent scene. He saw 
tumultuous countrymen armed with sword and spear, brave 
impetuous, fixll of the headlong courage which made their nio 
irresistible for attack, but lacking the cool methodical discipline 
the stem habitual self-rcliauce so indispensable for a wearioi 
and protracted defence; and he saw alao the long c '' 
under the Eagles, the impregnable array of the Legio: 
fortified camp, their mechanical discipline, their esact manceuvrefli 
and the calm confident strength that was converging day by dajt 
for tlie downfall and deatraction of his people. Then he movea 
restlessly, like a man impatient of actual fetters about hia limb^ 
for he would lain be amongat theni iigiun, with } ' 
and his spear in his hand. 

Calchas, too, was on boai'd the aiiihorcd ;^lley, lie loohej 
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Di) the £iiT Keae around ns tlioae look wlio ace good in every- 
thing. And then his eye wandereJ fi'om the glowing land, and 
the cloudlcBs heaTen, and the Bparkling sea, to the etjttely form 
ef Eeca, imd Mariamne witL her gentle loving face, ere it sought 
his task again, the perusal of hia treasured Sytiao scroll ; for the 
old man, who t«ok hia share of all the laboitrs and hardHliipif 
incidental to a sea-Tojage, sjjent in sacred aludy many of ihe 
hours devoted by others to rest; hia lipa moved in prayer, and 
ha called down a blessing on the hend of the proselyte ho liai] 
gained over, and the kinarnan he loved. 

Alter the success of the Tribune's plot, and the cicape of Esca 
from the Imperial palace. Some was no longer a place in which 
the Briton might remain is safety. 

Jaliua Placidua, although, from the prominent part taken by 
Domitian in public affairs, he hod not attained such power as he 
anticipated, was yet sufficiently formidable to be a fatal enemy, 
and it was obrions that the only chance of life was immediately 
to leave the oeighbourhood,of so implacable an adversary. The 
murder, too, of Vitelline, and the accession of Vespasian, ren- 
dered Eleazar's iurther stay at Rome unneco8i«ry, and even 
impolitic, while the services rendered to Marianme by her 
champion and lover, had given liim a claim to the protection oi 
the Jewish household, and the intimacy of its members. On 
condition of hia conforming to certain faata and observances, 
Eleazor therefore willingly gave Esca the aheltor of his roof, 
concealed him whilst he himself made preparations for a hasty 
departure, and suffered him to accompany the other two members 
that constituted hia femily, on their voyage home to Jerusalem. 
Afler many storms and casualties, half of that voyage was com- 
pleted, and the attachment between Esca and Mariamne which 
sprang up so unexpectedly at the comer of a street in Home, 
liad now grovm to the engrossing and abiding affection which 
lasts for life, perhaps for eternily. 

Floating in that fair haven, with the glow of love enhancing 
the beauty of an earthly paradise, they quaffed at the cup of 
happiness without remorse or misgiving, thankful for the present 
and trusting for the fiiture. As shipwreck had threatened them 
but yesterday, as to-morrow they might again be destined to 
wealier stormy skies, and ride through ruging seas, so, although 
they had suffered great dangers and hardships in life, greater 
were yet probably in store. Nevertheless, to-day all waa calm 
end sunshine, contentment, security, and repose. They took it 
u it came, and standing together on the galley's deck, the beauty 
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of those two young creatures seemed god-like, in the halo of 
their great joy. 

* We shall never be parted here,* whispered Esca^ while they 
stooped over the bulwark, and his hand stealing to his com- 
panion's, pressed it in a gentle timid cjasp. 

With her large loving eyes full of tears, she leaned towards 
him, nearer, nearer, till her cheek touched his shoulder, and, 
pointing upward, she answered in the low earnest tones that 
acknowledge neither doubt nor fear ; * £sca, we shall never be 
parted hereafter.' 



UOCMli DIVIDED 

T1HE Feast of tlie Passover was at Land; the feaal tliat wais 
wont to call the cMldren of Israel out of all parlK of Syria to 
woraliip in tlie Holy City ; the feast that had celebrated iheir 
delivei'ancQ Iroin the relentless gniGp of FLai'aoh; that wai 
ordained to mark the fulfillment of prophecy in llie down&Jl of 
the choaen people, and their nntioiial exductiou under the im- 
perial might of Rome. Nevertheless, even tliia, (Le last Passover 
held ia that Tmuple of whidi Solomon waa the founder, and in 
the deHtruotion of which, notwithstanding its sacred character, 
Dot one stone was permitted to remain upon another, hod collected 
vast, multitudes of the doBccndauts of Abraham IVom all parts of 
Juda^, Samaria, Galilee, Piirea, and other r^ious, to iucreaio 
the BuHeriDgs of famintt, and cnbaucc tlie horrors of a siege. 
True to the character of their religion, rigidly observant of out- 
ward cei'cmoiiies, and adniitting no exemptions from the require- 
ments of (be law, they swarmed in thonaands and tens of 
thtiuaands to their devoted city, round which even now Titus was 
drawing closer and doner the iron band of blockade, over which 
die Eoman Eagles were hovering, ere they swooped down irreais- 
tible on their prey. 

There was the hush of coming dottruction in the very stUlaesa 

of the Syrian noon, as it glowed on the white carved piunaolea of 

the temple, and Hashed li'om its goldon roof. There was a menace 

in the tall black cypreBses, puiiiting as it were with warning 

- gesture towards the sky. TKere was a lo.ilbsome reality of 

; about the frequent vulture, poised on his wide wings 
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over evkiry open ajmce, or Happing heavily away with loadeS 
gorge and dripping beak, from his hideoua meal. Jcruealem lay 
like 8ome royal lady in her death-pang ; the fair fiice changed 
and livid in ita ghastly bcauly, the queenly brow warped bcneatli 
its diadem, and the wasted limba quivering with agony imda 
their robe of scarlet and gold. 

Inaide the walls, Bpiendour and misery, unlioly mirth and abject 
despair, the pomp of wur and the pressure of etarvntion, wei* 
mingled in frightful contrast. Beneath tie shadow of prince" 
edifices dead bodies lay unbncied and uncared-for in the atieei 
Whererer was a foot or two of shelter from the sun, there Bor 
poor wretch seemed to have dragged himeelf tp die. Marbls 
pillars, lofty porches, white terraces, and luxuriant garden 
denoted the wealth of the city, and the pride of its inhabitants 
yet squalid figures crawhng about, bent low towards t!ie groimd 
sought eagerly here and there for every substance that could bd 
converted into nourishment, and the absence of all ofltil and 
refuse on the pavement denoted the sad scarcity es-en of sudl 
loathsome food. 

Tlie city of Jeruwlem, built upon two opposite hills, of wliidt 
the plan of the streets mnning from top to bottom in each, i 
separated only bj a narrow valley, exactly corresponded, ^ 
admirably adapted to purpoBea of defence, The higher hill , 
which was wtuated the upper town and the holy Temple, mighl 
from the very nature of its position be considered irapregnablei 
and even the lower olFered on its outside so steep and precipitou 
an ascent, aa to be almost inaccessible by regular troops, h 
addition to its natural atrengtli, the city was further defended bj 
walls of enormous height and solidity, protected by large squar 
towers, each capable of containing a formidable garrisoo, am 
supplied with reflervoira of ^vater and all other necessaries of waj 
Herod the Great, who, notwithstanding his vices, his crimes, ai 
his occasional lits of passion amounting to madnesa, possessed tl 
qualities both of a stateeman and a soldier, had not neglected tb 
means at his disposal for tho security of his capital. He hai 
himself supei'in tended the raising of one of these walla at gre* 
care and expense, and had added to it three lufty towers, whiol 
he named after his friend, his brother, and his iU-fated witW 
These were contitructed of huge blocks of marble, fitted to eao' 
other with such nicetyj and afterwards wrought out by the woill 

• HippicuB, Pliasiidue, and lovolj ITarinmno, fof wliom, in the dead ( 
night, lie great king used 1o cidl out ia bis agoaj of remorM vhen eFib wi 
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hand wiiJi audi ekill, that tlie whole ediUce appeared to be 
cm from one gignatia ntoBa of stone. 

In the daya, too, of (hat magnificent monarch, these towoi'S 
were notJiing Icaa than palacea witbiu, conUiuuig gue!>*t-ch&mbcra, 
banqueting-rooma, porticoeB, nay, even fountjiins, gardens, and 
CLstei'ns, with great store of precious Btonea, gold and silver vcDsel^ 
and aU the barbai'ic wealth of Judjea'a fierce and powerful king. 
Defended by Herod, even a Roman army might have turned 
iway diaoomfited from before Jeraaaiem. 

Agrippa, too, the first of that name, who was afterwarda stricken 
with a lonthaorae disease, and ' eaten of wonna,' like a meru 
mortal, while he affected the attributes of a god, commeQccd a 
systeni of fortification to surround the cily, which would have 
laughed to scorn the effoits of an enemy ; but the Jewish monarch 
was too dependent on his imperial master at Home to brave his 
Buapicion by proceeding witii it ; and although a wall of magni- 
fioeut design was begun, and even raised to a conHidei-able height, 
it waa never finished in the atupendoua proportions originally 
intended. The Jews, indeed, afVer the death of its founder, 
rttrengthened it considerably, and completed it for purposes of 
defence, but not to the extent by which Agrippa prnji'ised to 
render the town impregnable. 

And even had Jerusalem been entered and invested by an 
enemy, the Temple, which was nlao the citadel of tlie place, hud 
yet to be taken. This magnificent building, the veiy stronghold 
of the wealth and devotion of Jndiea, the very symbol of tlial 
nationality which was still so prized by the posterity of Jacob, 
was situated on the summit of the higher hill, from which it looked 
down and commanded both the upper and lower citioa. On throe 
aides it waa artificially fortified with extreme caution, while on the 
fourth, it waa bo precipitotia aa to defy even the chancca of a 
surprise. To poaaess the Temple was to hold the whole town as 
it were in hand ; nor waa its position lesa a matter of importance 
to the aseailed than its splendour rendered it an object of cupidity 
to the asaailanta. Every ornament of architecture was lavished 
upon its cloistera, its pillars, its porticoeB, and its walla, lla 
outward gatea even, according to their respective positions, were 
brasa, silver, and gold ; its beamaweijo of cedar, and other choice 
woods inlaid with the precious metal, which was alstj thicklv 
spread over door-posta, candlesticks, cornices — everything thai 
would admit of such costly decoration. The fiileen ateps that led 
from tlie Court of the 'Wonicn in the great Corinthum gate, with 
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its double doors of forty cnbita high, wer 
of gold as ihey numhered.* 

To those who entered far enough to behold what waa tenned;] 
tiie Inner Tenptc, a Hght wna presented which dnzxled ayo^l 
oceuBtomed to Uie splendour of the greatest momrohs o "'" 
Ita whole front wag covered with plates of beaten golc 
bearing cluateia of grapea the sice of a mnn'a finger, aU of a 
gold, were twined about and around ita gate^, of which the ■] ' 
were pointed shaip, that hirda might not pollute them by p 
Ibere. Within wera golden doora of fifty-five cubits in 
and before thia entrance hnng the celebrated veil of the Ten 
It consiated of a cnrtiiin embroidered with blue, fine linen, MS 
and purple, signifying by mystical interpretation, a figure of ti 
iioiverae, wherein the flax typified earth ; Uio blue, air ; tJia Bcorll^ 
fli-e; and the parple, water. 

Within this aumptuous alirine were contained the candles 
the table of ahew-bread, and the altar of i 
lampa of the first denoting the aeven planeta of heaven; 
twelve loaves on the second representing the circle of the sa 
and the year ; while the thirteen Hweet-sraelling apicea on 1 
third, i-eminded men of the Great Giver of all good Ihinga in U 
whole world. 

In the inmost part, again, of this Inner Temple waa tliat H 
apace, into which mortal eye might not lotA, nor mortal Btep a 
Secluded, awful, invisible, divested of all material object, ) 
typified forcibly to tlm Jew the nature of that spiritual word " 
wbich waa taught him through Abraham and the Patrinrd 
direct from heaven. 

All men, however, of all creeds and nations, might g 
the outward fi'ont of the Temple, and judge by the njagnifioo 
of the covenng the costly splendour of the ahrine it con' 
While a dome of pure white marble rose above it like a mc 
of snow, the front itaelf of the Temple waa overkid with t: 
plates of gold, so that when it (lashed in the sunriae men oonld § 
more look upon it than on the god of day himself. 

Far off in his camp, watching the beleaguered city, how t 
may the Romnn soldier have pondered in covetous admlis< 
speculating on the strength of ile defenders iiad the value of h 
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Temple of Jerusalem tJien was celebrated through nil 1 
hnown earth for its wxe. ite aplendour, and ita untold weft'' 



• JoMpliiiH, ' Wjw of the Jews,' book v, 
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Tha town, strong In ita naturni pomtion and its artificial dufences, 
ganisoned, moreover, by a fierce and warlilte people, whoso im- 
petuoiifl valoTir conld he gauged by no calculntiona of military 
experience, was juatly ewteetned so impregnable a fbrtresR, m 
might mock the attack of n Roman army even under such a leader 
as llie son of VeapaHian. Had it been assailed by none other than 
the enemy outside the ivnils, the Hoiy Place need never have 
been deaecrntcd and despoiled by the logiona, the baffled caglea 
would have been driven weatward, balked of their glorioua 
prey. 

But Iiere was a ' house divided against itself.' The diaeension 
within the walla wm far more terrible than the foe without. Blood 
flowed fiiBter in the streets than on the ramparts. Many causes 
oripnating in his paat history, had combined to ahake the loyalty 
and nndermine the nationality of the Jew. Perhaps, for the 
wisest purposes, it seems ordained tliat true religion (iliould be 
eKpeciaUy prone to aohiam. Huinanity, however high ila aspira- 
tions, cannot be wholly refined ironi ita earthly dross ; and diosa 
who are the moat in earnest are aometimea the mnat capdotia ond 
unforgiving. While worship for his Maker appears to be a 
natural instinct of man, it needed n teacher direct troni heaven to 
inculcate forbearance and brotherly love. The Jews were auffl- 
ciently iU-disposed to those of their own fcith, who differed witli 
them on nnimiiortant points of doctrine, or minute observance of 
outward coremonies ; but where the herefy extended to funda- 
mental tenets of their creed, they seemed to have hated each 
other honestly, ranoorously, and mercilessly, as only brethren can. 

Now for many generntiona they had been divided into three 
jirincipaJ eecla, differing widely in belief, principle, and practice. 
Theao were distinguished by the names of Pharisees, Sadduceea, 
and EsBenes. The first, as is well known, were rigid observera 
of the traditional law, handeil down to them from their fathers, 
attaching fully as much imporiance to its letter as to its spirit 
With a vague belief in what is tmderatood by the term predostana- 
tion, they yet allowed to mankind the choice between good and 
evil, confijunding, perhaps, the fbreknowledge of the Creator 
with the fi'ee-will of the creature, and belierved in the immortality 
of aonls, and the doctrine of elemal punishment, Their failinga 
seem to have been inordinate religious pride, and undue exalta- 
tion of outward forms to the neglect of that which tliey lymbol- 
ised ; a grasping ambition of priestly power, and an utter want of 
charity for itioae who differed in opmion with themsolvea. 
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The Sadduceea, though professing belief ia the Deity, firgaM 
wi entii'e absence of influence from aboye on the conduct of ll 
human race. Limiting the dispensation of reward and pui 
inent to this world, they esteemed it a matter of choice wiui n 
kind to earn the one or incur the other ; and as thej u 
ignored the life to come, were content to enjoy temporal blea 
and to deprecate physical evil alone. Though wanting a a 
genial philosophy on which the heathen prided himself, 1 
Sadduoec, both in principles and practice, aeooia closely to 1 
rpsembled tLe Epicurean of ancient Greece and Rome. 

But there was also a third sect which numbered many vota 
tliroughout Judtea, in whose tenets we discover several points 
BimiJarity witli onr own, and whose ranks, it ia not unfiur i 
suppose, flimiahed numbers of tlie early converts to Christiaiutj 
These were the Esaenes, a persuasion that rejected pleasure oajl 
jmaitive evil, and widi whom a community of goods ii 
vailing and fundamental rule of the order. 

These men, while they affected celibacy, cliose out the childreki 
nf olLers to provide for and educate. While they neither bou^iF 
nor sold, they never wanted the necessaries of hfe, for each gaVt' 
and received ungrudgingly, accoi-ding to his own and his DoigHf ' 
bonr's need. While they despised riches, tliey practised a stn^ 
economy, appointing stewards to care for and dispense ihal 
common patrimony which was raised by tlie joint aubacription ti 
all. Scattered over the whole countzy, in every city they we(i" 
sure of finding a home, and none took on a journey either taonemi 
food, or raiment, because he was provided by his brethren ■mOi 
all he required whererer he stopped to rest. Their pie^, to^ 
was exemplary. Before sunrise not a word was spoken referring 
lo earthly concerns, but public prayer v/aa offered, imploring 1i# 
blessing of light day by day before it came. Then they dispera^ 
to their different handicrafts, by which they earned wages for dtfi' 
general purse. Meeting together once more, they bathed in colS! 
water and sat down in white garments to their temperate me^ 
in which a sufficiency and no more was provided for each penMi 
and again separated to labour till the evening, when they asa 
bled for supper in the same manner before going to rest. 

The vows taken by all who were admitted into their sod 
■nd that only afler a two years' probation, sufficiently inditt 
the purity and benevolence of their code. Iliese swore to obsemi 
]iiety towards God, and justice towards men ; to do no one ai 
injury, either voluntarily or by command of others ; to avojd IJ^ 
evil, and to aid the good ; to obey Icgid authority hh coming' fr" ^^ 
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above ; lo l^ve truth, and openly reprove a lio ; to keep tlie linndf 
clean from theft, and the heart from tmfeir gain ; neither ffi con- 
ceal anydiing from their own Heet, nor to discover their secroia to 
othera, but to guard them with life ; also to impart these docti-inea 
to a proselylQ literally and exactly as each liad received them 
himself. 

If one of lie order committed iiny grievous ain, he was cnat out 
of their society for a time ; a eentcnce which implied starvation, oa 
he had previously sworn never to eat eave in the presence of hia 
brethren. When in the last sliigo of exhanetion he was received 
ngain, as having aulTered a puuiBhraent commensurate with his 
crime, and which, by the maceration of the body, ahould purify 
and save the soul. 

Witli Buch leneta and such training, the Easenea were con- 
spicuoua for their confidence in danger, their endurance of priva- 
lion, and (heir contempt for death. The flesh they despised aa 
the mere corruptible coTcring of the spirit, that imperishable 
CBsenoe, of which tlie aspiration was ever upwards, and which, 
when released from prison, in obedience to the dictates of its 
very nature, flew direct to heaven. 

Undoubtedly such doctrines as these, scattered here and there 
throughout the land, partially redeemed the Jeivish character 
from the fierce unnatural stage of fanaticism, to which it had 
arrived at the period of the Chriatiiin era — afforded, it may be, a 
leavening whidi preserved the whole people from utter reproba- 
tion ; and helped, perhaps, to smooth the way for thoBC pioneera, 
who carried the good tidings first heard beneath the star of Beth- 
lehem, westward through the world. 

But at the period when Jerusalem lay beleaguered by Tilua and 
hia legions, three pohtical parties i-nged within her walls, to whose 
furiotta fanaticism her three religioua sects could offer no com- 
parison. The first and most moderate of these, though men who 
Bcnipled not to enforce their opinions with violence, had con- 
siderable influence with the great bulk of the populace, and were, 
indeed, more than either of the others, free from eelfi.sh motives, 
and ancere in their dcare for iJie common gocd. They affecled 
a great eonoorn for lie safety and credit of their religion, milking 
no small outcry at the fact that certain stones and timber, pro- 
vided formerly by Agrippa for the decoration of the Temple, had 
been deHecrated by being applied to the repair of the deffinces and 
the construction of engines of war. They observed, also, how the 
.rivalry of faction, in which, nevertheless, they took a prominent 
t, devastiited the city more than any efforts of the enemy ; and 
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nvciTiug that thu mUiUiry rule of tbe nouiuDB, wise and temper&t^, 
tliough despotic, waa jjrctei'able to the Bltemad-ona of granny ' 
anarSiy under which they livud. 

Thia Dumerons parly was cspeciiUly displi^amig to EleazD^ 
whose resftleaa force of character and ffmaticnJ courage were iin^ 
imtient of any attempt Rt capitulation, who was determined on. 
rcmtanue to the death, and the utter destruction of tlie Holy (St^; 
rather than its surrender. • 

He was now living in the element of etonn wad strife, whicb 
seemed most coDgcnial to hia nature. No longer a foreign iutn» 
guer, diHguised in poor attire, and hiding his head in a bacls t ' 
of Eonie, the Jew Becmed to put on frenh valour every day 
liis breaatplat«, and waited abroad in the atrcota or directed o] 
tiona from the ramparts ; a mark for friend and foe, in hia apli 
armour, with the port of a wai'rior, a patriarch and a king. 

He was avowedly at the Lead of a numerous section of tliQt 
seditious, who had adopted the title of Zealots ; and who, alTeclnigj 
the wannest enthuaiasm in the cauae of patriotism and relig^isv 
were utterly imscrupulous as to the meana by which th^ 
furthered their own objects and Bggraadiaemont. Their practJw 
W&9 indeed much opposed to the jirjnciplea they professed, and ' 
that Keal for religion from which they took their name. T" 
had not scrupled to cast lota tor the priesthood, and to oonfer 
highest and holiest office of the nation on an illiterate 
whose only claim to the sacerdotal dignity consisted in hi 
tionahip with one of the pontifical tribes. Oppression, insult, 
rapine inflicted on their coiuitiymen, had rendered theveiy n 
of Zealot hateful to (he mass of the people ; but they numbi 
in their ranks many detiperate and determined men, skilled u 
use of arma, and ready to pei'petrate any act of violence on f 
or foe. In the hands of a bold unacrapuloua leader, they 
■harp and eificieut weapons. As such Eleazar considered thoiy'' 
keeping them under his own control and Et for immediatfl us " ' 

The third of these Cictiona, which was also perhaps the 
numerous, excit«d the apprehensiona of the more peaoeablju 
disposed no lesa than the hatred of the last-mentioned parly who, 
had put Eleazar at their head. It was led by a man diatinguiehi ' ' 
alike for consummate dupHeity and reeklesa daring — John 
Gischala, so called from a ainali town in Jtidna, the inhabitants 
which le had influenced to hold out against the Romans, a 
whence he had himself escaped by a atratagom, redounding 
miich to the clemency of Titua as to his own diahonour. 
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Giaghala bciug uhabited by a rural and unwarlike popukticm, 
uDprovided bctddea with defenoea aguinst regular troopa, wotilil 
have Mien aa easy prey to the Prince with hia hondiiil of honc- 
mun, had it oot been ibr that di^poailJoD to cleiuDiicy which Titiu, 
in common with other great wanioi^, aeema to have indulged 
when occajrioa. offered. Knowing that if the place were canied 
by sUirm it would be impossible to restrain hia eoldierH from 
putting the inliabitntits to the sword, he rude in person within 
earshot of the wall, and exhorted the defenders lo open their 
gates and trust to hia forbearance, a proposal to which John, who 
with hia adherents completely ovcrmaatered and dominated the 
population, took upon himself to reply. 

lie reminded the Eoinan commander that it was tlie Sabbath, 
a day on which not only was it unlawfiil for the Jewa to under- 
take any matters of war, policy, or business, but even to treat of 
such, and therefore they could not so much as entertain the 
present proposala of peace ; but that if the liomana would givo 
them four-and-twenfy hours' respite, during which period thcj 
could B7irround the city tvith their camp, no that none ooiilJ 
escape from it, the keys of the gate should be given up to him 
on the following day, when he might enter in triumph and take 
poasession of the place. 

Titus withdrew accordingly, probably for want of forage, to a 
village at some distance, and John with liiti followers, accompanied 
by a multitude of women and children, whom he afterwai'da 
abandoned, made his escape in the night aad fled to Jerusalem. 

Aflcr Buch a bri^iuh of faith, he could expect nothing from the 
clemency of the lioman General ; so that John of Gischaia, like 
many others of the besieged, might be said to fight with a itijiu 
round his neck. 

Within the city there had now been a fierce struggle for power 
between the Zealots under Eleazar, and the reokleaa party called 
by different opprobrious terms, of which ' Robbers ' was the mildust, 
who followed die fortunes of John, The peaceful section, unable 
to make head against these two, looked anxiously for the entrancu 
of the Eagles, many indeed of the wealthier deserting when 
practicable to the camp of the enemy. Meanwhile the Komana 
pushed the siege vigorously. Their army now consisted ot 
Vespasian's choicest legions, commanded by his son in person. 
Their engines of war were numerous and powerful. Skillful, 
Bcieatific, exact in discipline, and unimpeachable in courage, they 
jrere gradually but surely converging, in all their strength, for 
" ) WHicluaive effort on the devoted city. Aiready the second 
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wall Imd been tiiken, relaktn in a deBperate Etniggle^ 
bcsi^ed, and once more stormed and carried by Hie L^( 
Famine, too, with her cruel hand, was withering the Gtrongi 
arms and chilling the bravcnt hearts in the city. It was time 
forget Belf-interest, (action, fanaticism, everything but the 
alitj of Juda;% and t!ie enemy at the gate. 



CnAPTER IL 

THE LION OF JUDAH. 



ElejS/aji liad rpsolved to obtain Euprcmo command. In a en 
like the present, no divided authority could bo expected to ofl 
B Buccesdul resisbvncc. Joha of Gischola mitst be ruined by a) 
means and at any saerifice. Hia imscmpidoua rival, regordla 
of honour, tiiith, every coaaideration but the rescue of bis cou: 
laid hia plana accordingly. 

With a plausible pretence of being reconciled, and thus a 
gamating two formidable armies for tjie common good, he pro 
posed to hold a conference with John in the outer court of th 
Temple, where, in preaeuce of the eiders nnd chief men of th 
city, they should arrange (heir past diiFerences and enter in( 
a compact of alliance for the future. The Great Council of til 
nation, ostensibly llie rulera of public affiiira, and in:" 
oltemately by the two untagonista, were to he present, 
thought it woidd go h.ii-d, but tliat, with his own perauasi* 
powers and public services, he aliould gain some signal advantag 
over his adversary ere they separated. 

He appeared, accordingly, at the place of conference, splendidl 
armed indeed in his own person, but accompanied by a araa 
retinue of adherents all attired in long peaceful robes, as thoug 
inviting die confidence of his enemy. Observant eyes, it is tr 
and attentive ears, caught the occasional clonk and glitter of st 
under these innocent linen mantles, and the friends, if few i: 
number, were of tried valour and fidelity, while a mob of warlik 
men outside, who had gathered ostensibly to look idly on, be 
longed obviously to the party of the Zealots. Nevertheless, Eleozs 
had eo contrived matters tliat, while he guarded agauist surprist 
he should appear before llie Council afl a suppliant implorin 
iuelice rather than a leader dictating terms. He took up hi 
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'podtiOD, accordingly, at the lower end of the Court, and after a 
deep obeisance to the aatiemfaled eldern, stood, as it were, in the 
backgroimd, assuming an air of liumihty somewhat at Tariance 
with his noble and warUke exterior. 

His rival, on die contrary, whoBO followers completely blocked 
up the entrance from the Temple, through which he had thought 
it becoming to arrive, strode into the midst with a proud and 
insolent bearing, scarcely deigning to acknowledge the salutations 
he received, and glancing from time to time back amongst his 
adherents, with Bcomful smiles, that seemed to express a fierce 
contempt for the whole proceeding. 

He was a man who, though scarcely past his youth, wore in 
his face the traces of his vicious and dieordorly career. His 
features were flushed and swollen with intemperance ; and the 
deep lines about hia mouth, only half concealed by tlie long 
moustache and beard, denoted the existence of violent paBsiona, 
indulged habitually to excess. His large stature and powerTtil 
frame set off the magnificence of his dress and armour, nor was 
his eye without a flaah of daring and defiance that boded evil to 
an enemy ; but his bearing, bold as it was, smacked rather of 
the outlaw than the soldier, and hia rude abnapt gestiu^a con- 
tiTiBted diaadvantageoualy with the cool self-poBseaaJon of li:a 
rival. 

The latter, asking permission, aa it were, of the Senate by 
another respectful obeisance, walked frankly into the middle of 
the Court to meet hia foe. John changed colour visibly, and 
his hand stole to the dagger at his belt, fie seemed to expect 
the treachery of which he felt himself capable ; but Eleazar, 
halting a ftJl pace off, looked him steadily in the face, and held 
out his right hand in token of amity and reconciliation. A 
murmur of approval ran through the Senate, which increased 
John's imcertainty how to act ; but after a moment's hesitation, 
unwillingly and with a bad grace, he gave his own in return. 

Elcazar'a action, though apparently so frank and spontaneoM, 
vras the result of calculation. He had now made the impression 
he desired on the Senate, and secured the favourable hearing 
which he beUeved was alone neoessaiy for his triumph. 

' We have been enemies,' said he, releasing the other's hand 
and turning to the assembly, while his full voice rang through 
the whole Court, and every syllable reached the liatcnera outside. 
' We have been lair and open enemies, in the belief that each 

K opposed to the interesti of his country ; but the privations 
have now imdei^ne in the same cause, the perils we have 
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couftoattid bldo by side OD the aanie rainijarU, inusiliAve 
us tbat however we may diSoi in our politioal tenets, nay, i 
religioiu practicee, we are oqiially aincere in a detitrminatioii to she 
our last drop of blood in the defence of the Uoly City from tfajj 
poUulion of the heuthea. This 1b no time for suy consideral' 
tmi one — Jerusalem ia inveated, the Temple ia threatened, : 
tlio enemy at the gate. 1 give up all ohum to authority, aavs i 
a lender of armed men, I yield precedence in rouk, in cound 
in eyerything but danger. 1 devote my sword and my life I 
the ttalvatiun of Judsa I Who ia on my eide ? ' 

Loud acclamations followed this generous avowal ; and It w 
obvious that Eleazar'a inlluenoe waa more than ever in tha a 
cendant. It waa tw time for John to stem the torrent of popnl 
feeling, and he wisely iloated with the atream. Putting a stroi 
control upon hia wrath, be exprei^Bed to the Senate in a A 
hutiitAting words, bis conaent to act in unison vrith hia rivi 
under their orders as Supreme Council of the nation ; a ca 
ueasion which elicited groans aad murmurs from hia own portizoi 
many of whom forced their way with insolent tlireats and a 
gestureb into the Court, 

Eleaitar did not auder the opportunity te oacape wtthotit 
&eah ellort ibr the downfall of hia adversary. 

' There are men,' aaid he, pointing tu the disaffected, 
raising hia voice in full clear tones, ' who bad better have awelle 
the rao^ of the enemy than stood aide by aide with Judah c 
tlio rampartu of Agrippa's wall. They may be brave in h&Ol 
but it is with a hcrce undisciplined courage more dangeroua i 
friend than foe. Their very leader, bold and akilliiil soldier as I 
ia, cannot restrain Buch mutineera even in the august presence < 
tlie CoUQcil. Their exoeasea are laid to hia charge ; and a worlli 
and patriotic commander becomes the acape-goat of a few iiifiiat 
whose crimes he ia powerleaa to prevent. John of Gisohalft, W 
bave this day exchanged the right hand of fellowship. We m 
friends, nay, we are broth era-in-arms once more. I call upffl 
tliee, aa a brother, to dismiss these robbers, these paid out-throaty 
whom our very enemies stigmatiae aa " Sicarii," and to cast in 
lot with thine own people, and with thy lather's house 1 ' 

John shot an eager glaace from his rival to his followers. Tb 
latter were bending angry brows upon the epaakcr, and aeeme 
Bviflicieutly discontented with their own leader tiiaC he ahould lista 
tamely to auch a proposal. Sworda, too, were drawn by thos 
in the rear, and brandished fiercely over the heada of the aeethin 
maaa. For an inatant the thought crossed his mind, tliat he hai 
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loroe enoi^h to put the opposing assemblage, Sonulti and all, to 
the aword ; but hla quick practised glauoa tauglit him at the eaiiie 
time, that Eleazar'a party gathered quietly towards their chief, 
with n confidence imuaual in men really without uiimi, and a 
method icnl preciaton that denoted previous arrangement; also 
thatcerlain eignols paeeed from them to the crowd, and tiut the 
eoiirt waa filling rapidly from the niultitude witho'dl. 

He detennined then to disgeinble for a time, and turned 
tu the Senate with a tar more dererontiol uir than he had yet 
aaauiucd. 

' I ajipeai to lie eldera of Judah,' Boid lie, reprcssiug at the 
same time by a gesture the turbulence of bin followera — ' I atn 
content lo abide by the decision of the National Council. Is to- 
day a fitting Bcoaon for the reduction of our armament 7 Shall I 
choose the present occasion to disband a, body of disciplined 
Boldiera, aud turn a host of outraged and revengeful men loose 
into the city with Bworda in their hands? Have we not already 
enough idle moullia to feed, or con we spare a single javdin 
fi^ni the wailfl? My iiTjfSw' — he laid great sti'esa upon the word, 
and griped the hatl of hia dagger under his mantle while iia 
spoke it — ' My brother giTca Btraago couneel, but I am ivilling to 
believe it sincere. I too, tliough the wordii drop not like honey 
Irom ray beard as from his, have a right to be lieard. Did I 
not leave Gia^hala and my fiither'a vineyard for a prey to the 
enemy ? Did I nut foul the whole Soman army, and mock Titus 
to hie liice, tliat 1 might join in the defence of Jerusalem 7 and 
aliall I be tfohooled like an infant, or imjieached for a traitor 
to-day? Judge me by the result. 1 was on the walls tliia 
morning ; I eaw not my brother there. The enemy were pre- 
paring lor an aa^atilt. The engine they call " Victory " bad 
been moved yet nearer by a hundred oubita. While we pnite 
here the Eagles are advancing. To the walls 1 To the walls, I 
aay 1 Every man who colls himself a Jew ; be he Priest or 
Levite, Pliarisee or Sadducee, Zealot or Esacne. Let ua see 
whether Joha and his Stcoi-ii are not aa forward in the ranks of 
the enemy as this brother of mine, Elcazar, and the bravest he 

Thus speaking, and regardless of the presence in which he 

stood, John drew his eword and placed himself at the head of hiu 

adherents, who with loud sliouts demanded to be led instantly to 

the ramjKirts, The enthuttiasm sproad like wild-fire, and oven 

_epmmunicated itself to the Council. Eluazar's oivti friends caught 

I contagion, and the whole ma!:'S poured out of the Temple. 
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and, forming into bonds in tlie sircets, hurrieil tumultn 
the wnlls. 

Wliat John had stated to tlic Ooulicil was indeed tnte. 
Romans, viho Itad previotiflly demoliRlied the outer wall and 
eonaiderabie portion of the miburbs, had now for the Beconi 
time obtained possesion of the second wall, and of the hi^ 
flanking tower called Antonia, which John, to do him jnstici 
had ddended with great gallaotry afler he had retaken it 
&om the HESailanta. It was irom thia point of vantage 
on attack was now organised by the flower of the Roman arm] 
having for its object the overthrow of her last defenoea i 
complete reduction of the city. When Eleazar and I ' 
appeared witli their respective bands they proved a 
reinforce in en t to the defenders, who, despite of their Btnbbon 
resiatance, were hardly pressed by the enemy. 

Every able-bodied Jew was a soldier on occasion. Trt 
thixa composed are invariably more formidable in atta<i t 
defence. They have usually undaunted courage and a blini 
headlong valour that sometimes defies the calculationa of militar 
science or experience; but tJiey are also susceptible of pani 
under reverses, and lack iha cohesion imd solidity which is ont 
found in those who make warfare the profession of a life- '' 
The Jew armed witli spear and sword, uttering wild cri 
he leaped to the assault, was nearly iixesiatible ; but om 
pulsed, his final discomfiture was imminent. The Roman, c 
contrary, never Buffered himself to be drawn out of his ranks b 
unforeseen successes, and preserved tlie same methodical order i 
the advance aa the retreat. He was not, therefore, to be lure 
into an ambush however well disguised ; and even when c 
numbered by a superior force, could retire without defeat. 

The constitution of the legion, too, was especially adapted t 
enhance tlie self-reliance of weU-drilled troops. Every Rom 
legion was a. small army in itself, cnntMning ita proportion 
iniauliy, cavalry, engines of war, and means for conveyance c 



A legion fmding itaclf ever so unexpectedly detached from tl 
main body, was at no loss for those necessaries without which a 
army melts away like snow in the Himshtue, and was capable 
of independent action, in any country and under any circiu: 
itances. Each man too had perfect contidence in himself and h 
conuTides ; and while it was esteemed bo high a disgrace to I 
taken prisoner that many soldiers have been kuown rather to d 
by their own hands than submit to such dishonour, it is not ok 
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priaiiig that toe Imperial armica were often found to extricute 
themselvca with credit from poaitionB which would have ensured 
[Jie destruction of any other troopa in the world. 

The internal arrangement, too, of every cohort, a title perhapi 
answering to iJie modern word regiment, aa does the legion 
to that of division, waa calculated to promote individiial intelli- 
gence and energy in the Tiinka. Every soldier not only fought, 
but fed, slept, marched, and toiled, imder the immediate eye of 
hia decurioA or captain of ten, who agaiu was directly reapongible 
for thcae under his orders to hia centurion, or captain of a 
hundred. 

A certain number of these oenturiea or companies, varying 
according to circumstances, constituted a maniple, two of which 
made up the cohort. Every legion consisted of ten cohorts, under 
the charge of but six tribunes, who seem to have entered on 
their onerous office in rotation. These were agtun subservient 
to the General, who, under the different titles of prtetor, consul, 
&c., commanded the whole legion. 

The private aoldiers were armed with shield, breastpliitc, 
helmet, spear, sword, and dagger ; but in addition to his weapons 
eveiy rrin " carried a set of intrenching toob, and on occasioa 
two or more etrong stakes, for the rapid erection of paUsades. 
All were, indeed, robust labourers aaA skiilfnl mechanics, aa well 
as invincible combatants. 

The Jews, thei'efore, though a fierce and warlike nation, ha^ 
but little chance against the conquerors of the world. It wa»: 
but their characteristic self-devotion that enabled them to hold 
Titua and his legions so long in check. Their desperate sallita 
were occasionally crowned with success, and the generous Roman 
seems to have respected the valour and the misfortunes of his 
loc ; but it must have been obvious to so skilUiil a lender, tliat 
hia reduction of Jerusalem and eventual pos-sesflion of all Judcen 
was a question only of time. 

At an earlier period of Uie aicge the Romnna had made a wide 
and ahallow cutting capable of sheltering infantry, for the purpoie 
of advancing tLeir engines closet to the wall, but fram the nature 
of the soil this work had been aflerwarda discontinued. It now 
fttrmed a moderately -secure covered-way, enabling the beiieged 
to reach within a short distance of the Tower of Antonia, the 
retaking of which was of the lant importance — none the less that 
Irom its summit Titua himseir wa-i directing the o[)erations of hia 

Ky. Tliere was a broach in this tower on ita inner side, which 
Koniana alrova in vain to repair, harassed as they wore bj 
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showors of darts asd javelinB from the enemy ( 
More than once, in attonpting to make it good at night, thd 
nintcrialH had been burnt and flieinsclves driven back upon IhM 
worke with great loss, by the valour of the besieged. The town 
of Antonia waa indeed the kvy to the posscaaion of the i 
irall. Could it but be rctakeD, bh it had already been, the 3&ni J 
might find themflelves oaoo more with two strong lines of defenM 1 
betweea the npper city and the foe. I 

When Eleazar and John, at the head of their respectifftl 
parties, now mingled indi scrim mately together, reached IbgJ 
BHTOinit cf the inner walJ, they witjiossed a fierce and deeper 
struggle in the open space below. 

Bsca, no longer in die position of a mere honaehold slaTS, 1 
the iHend and client of the most indnential mnn in Jerosalei 
who had admitted him, men said, as a proselyte to his fJuth, a 
was about to bestow on him his daughter in marriage, 
already so diBtinguished himaeli' by various feate of arms in 
defence of the city, as to be esteemed one of the boldest leadfl 
in the Jewish army. Pantbg to acliieve a high reputatiaij 
which he aometimea dared to hope might gain him all he wiBb" 
for on earth — the hand of JtnriarjitiG — and slinring to b gr 
extent with the besieged tbeii' veneration for the Temple il 
abhorrence of a foreign yoke, the Briton lost no opport 
of addmg a leaf to the laurels he had gained, and tliniat t* 
pi'ominently forward in every enterprise demanding an hi 
amount of rtrength and cotu-age. His lofty stature and Wnvt 
golden hair, bo conspiciiona amongst the swarthy warriors v 
Burrouuded him, were soon well knoivn in the ranks of t 
Romans, who bestowed on him the title of the Yellow Hosti 
as inferring from his appearance tliat he must have lately bee 
stranger in Jerusalem ; and many a stout legionary closed J 
more firmly on his comrade, and raised his shield more warily i 
the level of his eyes, when he aaw those bright locks wftvlr^ 
above tlie press of battle, and the long sword flashing with des "" 
alTokea around that fair young head. 

He was now loading a party of chosen warriors, along t 
covered way that has been mentioned, to attack tlio towW i 
Antonia. For this purpose, the trench had been deepened durin 
the night by the Jews themselves, who had for some days mi 
titted a bold stroke of this nature ; and the chosen band had g 
reason to believe that their movements were nnsccn and um 
pected by the enemy. 

As they daployed into the open space, but a few furlongs fl 
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the iiOhe of the tower, the Jewn caught eight of Titua on th« 
euminil, hia golden armour /lajJiing in the mm, and, with a vriid 
yell of triumph, thoy mnile one of their fierce, rusliing, disorderlT 
charges to the attack. 

They htul reached nitliin twenty paecH of the breach, when 
ewooping rottnd the ftnglo of the towor, Uke a falcon on lii^ ["vy, 
came Placidus, at the head of a thoUBand horaomon, diwhing for- 
ward with Med Bhieldeaud levelled speara amongst (he dixorgan- 
ised mass of tlie Jews, broltoa by the very impetus of tlieir own 
advance. 

The Tribune li.id but lately joined the Knman army, having 
been employed in the subjugation of a remote province of Juda-a 
— a taflk for which his character made him a peculiarly fit iuBtni- 
meut. Enriched by a few months of extortion and rapine, he 
hod taken care to rejoin hia commander in time to ahare with him 
the crowning triumphs of the siege. 

Julius Flacidus wns a consummate soldier. His vigilance had 
detected the meditated attack, and hia wjicnce was prepared to 
meet it in the moat elTectnal manner. Titiis, fi'om the Bummit of 
his tower, could not but admire the boldnesa and rapidity with 
which the Ti'ibune daahed from his concenlmont, and launched 
his cavalry on the astonished foe. 

But he iiad to do with one, who, though his inferior in skill 
and experience, was hia equal in that cool hardihood which can 
noccpt and baffle a Burpriae- Esca had divided hia force into two 
bodies, so that the second might advance in a dense raaaa to the 
support of the first, whether its disorderly attack should be 
attended by failure or succoaa. This body, though clear of tlie 
trench, yet remaining firm in its ranks, now became a rallying 
point for its comrades, and although a vaat number of the Jews 
were ridden down and speared by the attacking horsemen, tlierc 
were enough lefl to form a bristling phalanx, presenting two con- 
verging frontfl of level steel impervious to the enemy. Placidns 
observed the manceuvre and ground hia teeth in despite; but 
though hia brow lowered for one instant, the evil smile ht up his 
lace th« next, for he espied Esca, dctaclied from itis band and 
engaged in rallying its stragglers ; not did h« fail to recognise at a 
glance the man he most hated on earth. 

Urging his horse to speed, and even at that moment of grati- 
fied fiu-y glancing towards the tower to vea whether Titus was 
looking on, he levelled his spear and bore duwn upon the Briton 

fi desperate and iiresianble charge. Ksca stejiped nimbly 
e, and receiving the weapon on hia buckler, dealt a sweeping 
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sword-cut at the Tribune's head, which s _ ^ 
latter piilled at his horse's reina so vigoronaly as to check the 
animal's career and bring it suddenly on its haunches. The 
Brilon, watching his opportunity, seized tlie bit in hia powerful 
grasp, and with the aid of hia raaaaiTe weight and atrength, rolled 
man and horse to the ground in a crashing foil. The Tribiuie 
was undermost, and for a moment at the mercy of his adverEary. 
Looking upward with a livid face and deep bitter hatred glaring 
in hia eye, he did but hiss out ' Oh, mine enemy I ' from between i 
his clenolied teeth, and prepared to receive hia death-blow ; bnl I 
tlie hand that was raised to strike, fell quietly to Esca's aide, and ' 
he turned back tjirough the press of horsemen, bufTeting them 
from him as a swimmer bufieta the wavea, till he reached his own 
men. Plaoidua, rising from the grotrad, shook hia clenched fist 
at tha reti'eating figure ; but he never knew that he owed hia 
preaervatioa to the first fruits of that religion which had n 
taken root in the breaat of his former slave. 

When he groaned out in his despair ' Oh, mine enemy 1 ' t 
Britcn remembered that this man had, indeed, shoivn himself tl 
bitterest and moat implacable of hia foea. It was no mere ii 
pulae, but the influence of a deep abiding principle, that h 
him now forgive and apare for the sake of One whoae lessons Ii 
was beginning to learn, and in whoae aervice he had resolvecl i 
enter. Amon^t all the triumphs and the exploits of diat dan 
there was none more noble than Eaca'a, when he lowered h 
aiTord and turned away, unwilling, indeed, but resolute, from h 
fallen foe. 

The fight raged fiercely still. Eleazar with his Zealots — ?oU 
of Gischala with hia Robbers — ruslied from the walls to T 
assiatance of tlieir cormti-yaien. The Roman force t 
turn outnvnnbered and surrounded, though Placidus, again c 
horseback, did all in the power of man to make head ngainat th* 
mass of his assailants. Titus at length ordered the Tenth liepoa, 
called by hia own name and constituting the very flower of the 
Roman army, to the reacue of their countrymen. Commanded"" 
by Licioiua, in whose cool and steady valour they had perfed 
confidence, these soon turned the tide of combat, and foi-ced tl 
Jews back to their defences ; not, however, until their Gener 
had recognised in the Yellow Hostage the person of his javouiitj, 
slave, and thought, with a pang, diat the fate of war wonML 
forbid his ever BCH.'iiig him face to face again, except as a oaptivii] 
or a rorpw 
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Ever eince the night which changed the imperial maator of Rome, 
Eeca Lad dwelt with Eleazar aa if lie were a member of ihe aamc 
family and the same creed. Though Mariamne, according to the 
diatom of her nation, confined herself chiefly to the women'i 
Bpnrtmcutfl, it was impossible that two who loved each other so 
well na the Jewesa and the Briton should reside under the same 
roof ivilliout an occasional interview. These usually took place 
when the laller returned to unnrui after hia military duties} and 
thoiigh but a aliort greeting was iiiteruhanged, a hurried enquiry, 
a few woi'da of thanksgiving for liia safety, nnd assurances of her 
continued afFtttion, these momenta were prized and looked for- 
ward to by both, as being the only oooaaioua on which they could 
enjoy each othec'e society luiinterrnpted and atone. 

AJler the repulse of the Tribmia'a attack beneath the tower of 
Antonia, Eaca returned in triumph to Eleazar's house. He was 
escorted to the vei-y door by the chief men of the city, nnd a 
band of those choaen warriors who had witnessed and shared in 
his e^cploiU. Mariamne, &om the gallery which mirrounded it, saw 
hiia enter her father's court at the head of lier fiither's friends, 
heard that ikther nddieas bim before titem all in a few soldierlike 
words of thanks and commendation — nay, even observed him lead 
the Huccessfiil combatant away with hira a.a thongh for some com- 
munication of unneual confidence. 

The girl's heart leaped witliin her ; and vague hopes, of whieb 
she could not have explained the gi'ounds, took possession of hcc 
mind. She loved Um very dearly : they slept luider the same 
roof, they ate at the same board; notwithstanding the perils of 
wariare to which she waa now habituated, they met every day : 
but this waa not enough ; sometliing waa wanting still ; eo siic 
watclied him depart with her fetter, and grudged not the loss of 
her own short interview with its congratulations that she so 
longed to pour into his ear, because the indefinite hopes that 
dawned on her, seemed to promise more happiness than she could 
bear. 

Eleazar took the helmet from hia brow, and signed to Esra to 
do the Kamc. Then he filled a measure of wine, and draining the 
half of it eagerly, handed the rest to his companion. For ■ 
^ I minutes he p.icod up and down the room, still wearing Uf 
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brooat plate, and with Ilia eword girded to his aide, deep ^ 
thougbc, tro turning abruptly lo Ma oompaaioa he placed ]' 
bnnd on hia ahoulder, and said : 

' You have eaten my bread — you have drunk from my a 
Eeca, you aro to me us a son ; will you do my bidding ? ' 

' Even as a eon,' replied the Briton ; to wliom such an 
seemed at once to open the way for the fiilfillment of his des 
■wishea. 

Eleazai ignored the emphasia on tho word. It may be that h 
mind was too entirely engrossed with public intereafa to admit ^ 
thought upon private affidra ; it may be that he considered Eao' ' 
like the aword ujion hia thigh, as a strong and aerviceable weapc 
to be laid aside when no longer wanted for conflict ; or it may b 
that his purpose was honest, and tliat, afler the salvation of b l>M 
oountiy, he would have been actuated by the kindlier motivea tf^ 
a Stther and a iriend ; but in the meantime he had a purpose V 
view, and no oonsiderationB of affection or partiality would ) 
led him to swerve from it by a hair'a-fareadth. 

' Look around you,' said he, ' and behold the type of Juda 
and especially of Jeruaalem, in tbia very building. See how H 
and stately are the walk of my house, how rich ita c 
how costly its hangings and decorations. Here are ivory, . 
sandal-wood, and cedar ; webs of divers coloura ; robes of pur 
Btores of line linen, vessels of silver, and drinking-cupa of g 
fi-ankincenae and wine are here in plenty, but of barley we ' 
Boarce a few handfula; and if the same visitors that my fi 
Abraliam entertained on the plains of Mamre were at my d 
to-day, where should I iind a kid that I might slay it, and se 
bafore them to eat 7 I have everything here in the house, e 
that alone wilLout which eveiything else ia of no avail — the d 
bread that gives man atrengUi for his daily task. And b 
with my oountry : we have men, wc have weapons, we bftW 
wealth ; hut we lack that which alone renders those advant^ 
clTicienL for defence — the constant uiislu'ialdng reliacict 
and ita (aith, from which a nation derives ita daily res 
from ii« daily bread. There are men here in the city n 
would liand Jerasalen) over to tbe heathen without t 
iinother blow in her defence,' 

' Shame on tJium I ' answered tho olhtir, warmly. ' Barliario) 
Btranger as I am, I pledge myself to die there, ero a 
»oIJiei''8 foot Bhall pollute the tlu'eshold of the Temple.' 

' You are a warrior,' answered Elcazar; 'you have proved! 
lo-day. As a warrior I consult with you on tJie possibility of cnr 
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defence. You aaw the result of iJio coaSict uuJw the Tower of 
Antonia, and the hrav^ry of the Tenth Legion ; we cannot remat 
uiothor BUcb attack till our defencefl are repaired. We uiuat 
gain time ; at all baxariis, and at any sacrifica, wc muet gain time. 

' In two days the breach might be strengthened,' replied Ae 
other ; ' but Titua is on experiunced soldier ; be was watching 
Qs to-day from the eummit of hia tower. He will hardly deky 
the a-ssaiiit beyond to-morrow.' 

' He must ! ' answered Eleazar, vehemently. ' I have my pre- 
parations for defence, and in lesa than two days the oi^ ahali be 
again impr^aable. Listen, Eaca ; you little know the opposition 
I have met with, or the hatred I bsva incurred in orercomiDg it. 
I have sought means to prescrvo the city fit>m all qiiartera, and 
have thus given a handle to my enemies that they will not fiul 
to use for my destntction. Have I not taken the holy oil from 
the sacrifice, to pour boiling on the heada of the besiegerH 7 aod 
will not John of Gischala and the Eol^bers fling this BacriJcgu in 
my teeth when it becomes known ? Even at iliia moment I have 
Bcized the small quantity of chaff there is yet remaining in the 
city, to fiU the sacks with which we may neutralise the iron 
strokea of that heavy battering-ram, which ^e soldira^ tbemaelveE 
call " Victoiy." There is scarce a grain of wheat left, and many 
a hungry stomach must sleep lo-night without even the miserable 
meal it bad promised itself^, for want of tJiis poor measure of chaff. 
Men will ourse Eleazar in their prayers. It in cruel work,— ■ 
cruel work. But, no I I will never abandon my post, and the 
seed of Jacob eboll eat one another for very hunger in the ati'eet^ 
ere I deliver the Holy City into the keeping of the heathen." 

Something almost like a tear ahone in the eye of this iron- 
hearted &nBtio while he spoke, but hia resolution woa not to be 
shaken; and be only spoke the truth when he avowed that famine, 
BtaUdng abroad in its moat horrible form, would be a less hateful 
sight to him than the crest of a Roman soldier within the walls of 
Jerusalem, 

Uia brain had been hard at work on hia retuni C-om the 
conflict of the day ; and he bad woven a plan by which he hoped 
to gain Bnch a short respite from attack aa would enable him to 
bid defiance to Titus once more. This could only be done, how- 
ever, with the aid of others, and by means of a perfidy that even 
he could Hcareely reconcile to himself, — tiiut he could not but fear 
must be repugnant to bis agent. 

. TLe well-known clemency of the Eoman comnjatider, and hia 
est wish to spare, if it were possible, tlie bciutiAil and pa'^ird 
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eitj from deati-uction, had cauBcd bim to listen patiently at a 
times to nay overtures made by the Jews for the temporary mii 
penHJon of hoBtiliiies. Titoa seemed not only fitctsc to LtoodshL'd 
but also extended hia good-will in an extraordinary degree to a 
enemy whose religion he respected, and whose miseries obtained 
hia sincere compassion. On many occasions he had delayed hia J 
orders for a final and probably irresiBtible assault, in the hope * 
Uiat the city might be surrendered ; and that he could hand 
over to hia father this beautiful piize, undefaced by the vio- 
lence inflicted on a toivn taken by storm. The great Roman 
commander was not only the most skillful leader of his day, 
but a wise and far-sighted politician, as well as a humane and | 




Eleaxar knew the character with which lie had to deal ; but hn 
stifled all scruples of honoiu- iu the one consideration, that hid 
first and only duty was to the cause of Judah ; yet in his breagfl 
were lying dormant the instincts of a brave man, and it was ™U 
williDUt misgivings of oppositian from his listener, that he diaS 
closed to Esca the scheme by which he hoped to overreach Tittld 
and jrain a few hours' respite for the toivn. fl 

' Two days,' ^aid he, resiuning hia icstless walk up and dow^f 
the npai'tmont — ' two days is all I ask — all I require, Two dayj 
I fmiat have. Listen, young man, I have proved you, I caifl 
trust you ; and yet the safety of Judah hangs on your fidelity^ 
Swear, by the God of Israel, that you will never reveal the secivfl 
I disclose to you this day. It is but known to my brother, mjM 
daughter, and myeeU! You are the adopted son of my house. 4 
Swear 1 ' ' 

' I swear I ' replied Esca, solemnly ; and liia hopes grew brighter 
as be found himself thus admitted, as it were, to a place in tiie ■ 
ihmily of the woman he loved. a 

Eleazar looked from the casement and tlirough the door, ttfl 
assure himself against listeners ; then he filled the Briton's cu^B 
once morp, and proceeded with his confidences. fl 

'Around tliut drted'Up fountain,' said he, pointing to th(|fl 
terrace,9 on which hia stately house was built, ' there lie sevenfl 
slabs of marble, with which its basin is paved. If you pat llijfl 
point, of your sword under tlie left-hand corner of the centre oneJ| 
you may move it sufficiently to admit your hand. Lifl it, aii^| 
you find a staircase leading to a. passage; follow that possBge, inl 
which a full-grown man can stand upright, and along which yo^| 
may grope your way without fear, and you come to an i^renl 
chiiked up with a few faggots and briers. liurrt through 'b""p J 
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sad, lo 1 you emei^e beyond ihe Tower of Antooia, and within 
fifty pace* of the KomSD camp. Will you risk youi'seif omoBgat 
the enemy for Judali'a sake 1 ' 

' I have been nearer llie Romans than fifly paces,' aaewcred 
Eaca, proudly. 'It is no great acorice you wik ; and if they Beize 
upon me as an escaped slave, imd cundemQ me (o the cross, wliut 
then 7 It i9 but a eoldier'a duty I am undertaking after all. 
WhengLidI Idepai-tr 

Eleaznr I'eflected for a moment. The otlier's unscrupulous, 
unquestioning fidelity touched even his fierce heart to the quick. 
It woidd ha, doubtleaa, death to tLe mesaenger, who, notwith- 
Hlnnding liia character of herald, would be too surely treated aa a 
mere runaway ; but the mesaage must be delivered, and who waa 
tbere but Esca for him to aend ? lie bent bin brows, and pro- 
ceeded in a harder tone : 

' I have confided to you the secret way, that is known to but 
three besides in Jerusalem. 1 need keep nothing from yoti now. 
You shall bear my imtten proposals to Titus for a truce till tiie 
eun has again set twice, on certain terms ; but thoae terms it ^vi^ 
be safer for the messenger not to know. Will you run the risk, 
and when 7 ' 

'Thia instant, if they are ready,' answered the other, boldly; 
but even while he spoke, Caichaa entered tLc apartment ; and 
Eleazar, conscious of the certain doom to which he was devoting 
Ida daughter's preserver and his own guest, shrank from hia 
brother's eye, and would have retired to prepare his missive 
witliout fiirther question. 

Fierce and miscrupuloua as he was, he could yet feel bitterly 
fcr the brave, honest nature tliat walked so unauapicioualy intc 
tl e trap he laid. It was one thing to overreach a hostile Geneml, 
and another to sacrifice a iaithful and devoted friend. He had 
no heailatien in aflecting treason to Titus, and promising the 
Romans that, if they would but grant him that day and the next, 
to obtain the supremacy of hia own fiiction and chief power 
within the walls, he would dehver over tlie City, with the simple 
condition that the Temple alioidd not be demoliahod, and the 
lives of the inhabitanta ahoiild be spared. He acknowledged no 
dishonour in the determination, which he concealed in liis own 
breast, to employ that interval sti-enuoualy in defensive works, 
and when it had elapsed to break faith unhesitatingly with hia 
foe. In the cause of Jndah — so thought this fanatic, half- 
soldier, half-priest — it was but a fair stratagem of war, and 
would, a'> n means of preserving the true faith, meet with the 




'T^ 



I 
I 



310 MOiai, 

direct appioval of lieaveo. But ii Bcemcd hiird — rery hard-v 
that, to secure llrnsc aJvnntngoa, he muBt devote to ccrtaift 
destruction one wlio hiid Bat at his board and lived under 
roof for months; and a pang, of whicli he did not care to traca' 
the origin, emote the lather's heart when he thought of MarU 
amne'a face, and her question lo-moirow, ' Where ia Eaoii? s ' 
why IB he not oouie buck 7 ' 

lie took hie brother aside, iuid told him, shortly, t)iat Esca i 
going as a meeaenger of peace to the Boman camp. CalchiMi 
looked him fiill in Ae face, and sliook his head, 

' Brother,' iiatd he, ' thy ways are tortuous, though thy beaiinK 
ia warlike and bold. Thou tnutest too much to the sword w 
Bteel and tlie arm of flesh — the might of man'a strengtli, which m 
mere pebbl« on the pavement can bring headlong to the ground] 
and the scheming of man'a brain, which cannot foresee, croi ibr 
one inatont, the trifle that nhaU baffle and confound it in the nexL 
It ia better to trust boldly in the riglit. This yonth ia of oii». 
own household: he is mora to ua than fiiend and kuidred,, 
Wonldat ihou send him up with his bonds boimd to the sao*!- 
fioa ? Brother, tliou ahalt not do thia great ein 1 ' 

' What would you ? ' said Eleazar, impatientiy. ' Every n 
to hie duty. The priest to the offering ; the croA^iman to his' 
bbour; the aoliiicr to the wall. He alone knows the ■ecre'*^ 
passage. Whom have 1 but Kaca to send ? ' 

' I am a man of peace,' replied Colchoa, and over hia &ce stole 
that ray of triumphant oonfidencc which at Beasona of danger 
seemed to brighten it like a glory ; ' who bo fitting to carry i. 
meaaage of peace as myself? You have said, every one to his 
appointed task. I cannot — nay, I tawld not— put a breaatplate 
on my worthlesa body, and a helmet on my old grey head, Mid 
brandiah spear, or javelin, or deadly weapon in my feeble handsj 
but do you think it ia booanae I /earl Remember, brother, the' 
blood of the aons of Manahem runs in my veins aa in yours, and 
I, too, have a right to risk every drop of it in the service of my 
country 1 Oh 1 I have sinned 1 I have ainned I ' added the old 
man, with a burst of contrition, after this momentary outburst. 
' What am I to Kpe.ik such words ? T, the humblest and least 
worthy of my Master's servaclB 1 ' 

' Tou ahall not go I ' eselaimed Eleazar, covering hia face m 
hia hftads aa the horrid results of such a mission rose before hii 
e)*ca. Should tlio liomana keep the herald for a hostage, as i 
probably they would, until the time of surrender had elapaed, 
what must he hia certain fate ? Had they not alreaily crucified 
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more than one such emi&fiaiy in lace of ihe walln ? and could 
they be expected to ahow mercy in a case Ube this 7 His love f-jr 
hia brother had been the one hutnaniaing iniluence of Eleajar's 
life. It tore his heart now with a grief that was Bomething alsin 
to race, when ho reflected that even that brother, if requiftite, 
must he eocrificed to the cause of JerUBalem. 

Esca looked from one to the other, apparently unmoved. Ta 
him the whole affair seemed simply a niattet of duty, in the fiil- 
filmeiit of which he would himself certainly run considerable 
riak, that did nut extend to Calchaa, He waa perfectly willing 
to go ; but oould not, at the same time, refrain from thinking 
that the latter was the fitter person to undertake such a miaaiou 
at aoch 3 time. He could not guess at the perfidy which Elcazar 
meditated, and which brought with it ita own pimishmentio hia 
preaent sufferings for hia brother. 'I am ready,' said he, quietly, 
resting hia hand on hia helmet, as though prepared to depart 
forthwith. 

'Ton shall not go,' repeated Culohas, looking fisedly at his 
brother the while. ' 1 tell thee, Eleazar,' he added, with kindling 
cyo and hcightwicd tone, ' that I will not atand by and see thi» 
murder done. As on escaped slave, Esca will be condemned to 
death unheard. It may be that lliey will even subject him to 
the scourge, and worse. As the bearer of terms for a truce, our 
enemies will ti'eat me as an honoured gueat. If thou art deter- 
mined to pei-seyero, I will frustrate thine intention by forca. I 
need but whiaper to the Sanhedrim that Elcazar is trafficking 
with those outaide the walls, and where would be the honse of 
Ben-Manahem? and how long would the Zealots own allegiance 
to their chief? Nay, brother, such discord and such measurea 
can never be between thoe and me, When have we differed in 
our Uvea, since we clung together to our mother's knees ? Pre- 
pare thy missive, I will tike it to the Roman camp forthwith, 
and return in aafcty ns I went. What have I to fear 1 Am I not 
protected by Him whoni I serve? ' 

When Eleaaar withdrew his hands from his face it was deadly 
palo, and large drops stood upon hia forehead. The atniggle had 
been cruel indeed, btit it was ovct, ' Jerusalem before all,' was 
the principle from which he had never been known to awerve, and 
Qow he must sacrifice to it that life so much dearer than hia own. 

' Be it as you will,' said he, commanding himself with a atrong 
efibrt ; ' you can only leave tlie city by our secret passage, Tlio 
scroll sliali be ready at midnight. It must be in the hand ot 
Titus by dawn I ' 
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An hour before Bunriso Oolchaa was stopped by one of the f 
tinela on the verge of the Iloraan camp. He lincl made hj.i escsp^ 
frntn the city, bb he hojied, without arousing the Huapiciona ofth^ 
Vifflioged. The outakirta of Jeruaalum were, indeed, watchet 
almost txn narrowty by its defenders as its assailants, for so ma 
of the peaceful inhabitants had already taken refuge with I 
latter, and so many more were wailing Uieir opportunity to fij 
from the horrors within (he waEa, and trnst to the mercy of tl 
conqueroi's without, that a striot guard had been placed by tl 
national party on the different gates of the city, snd all commit 
nication with the enemy forbidden and made punishnblo wil'^ 
death. It was no light risk, therefore, that Calchas took Upc 
himself in carrying his brother's proposals to tJie Roman general 
Following tlie higli-cresled centurion, who, summoned by tlii 
finit sentinel that had challenged, offered to conduct him at one 
to the presence of Titus ; the emissary, man of peace though h 
was, could not but admire the regularily of the encampment i 
which he found himself, and the discipline observed by those whi 
occupied it. The line of tents was aminged with mattematica 
order and precision, forming a complete city of canvas, of whicl 
the principal street, eo to speak, stretching in front of the tent 
occupied by the tribunes and other cliief officers, was not lees ■flial 
a hundred feet wide. From this great thorougWivrc all the other 
struck off at right angles, completing a flimple figure, in wblol 
communication was unimpeded and confusion imposable, whila 
1 open space of some two hundred feet waa preserved betwea 
10 camp and the rampai-ts tliat encircled the whole, la thi 
interval troops might parade, spoil and baggage be stored, i 
beasts of burfcn tethered, whilst its width afforded compamtiT 
security to those ivithin from darts, firebrands, or other miswle 
of offence. 

If Culchas had ever dreamed of the poB.iibility that his country' 
aen would be able to make head against the Romans, he aba 
doned the idea now. As he followed his conductor through t 
long white streets in which tie legions lay at rest, he could net 
but observe the efficient state of that army which no foe had er 
yet been able to resist — he could not fail to be struck by tl 
brightness of the arms, piled in cxsi! nvrnmetrv before each tcnti 
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by the ready obedience nnd cbeerftil respect pulJ by the men to 
theii officers, and by the nbiuidant supplier of fooil and water, 
oonti'aathig painfully with the himger and tbirat of the besieged. 
Line ailer lino he traversed In silent wonder, and eeemed nc 
oearer (be patdlion of the General tlmn at lirxt ; and he cotild 
not conceal from himself tbat the enemy were no leaa formidable 
to the Jews in their numerical Enperiority than in discipline, 
organisation, and all the advantages of war. 

His conductor Itallcd at length in front of a large canvas dome, 
opposite to wbich a strong guard of the Tenth Legion were resting 
on their arms. At a »gn from the centurion, two of tbcse ad- 
vanced like machines, and stood motionless one on each side of 
Cnlchas. Then the centmion disappeared, U> return presently 
witli a tribune, who, after a abort investigation of the emiaeary, 
bade him follow, and, lllling a curtain, Calclios found himself at 
ouce in the presence of the Uonian conqueror and his generals. 

A> the latter gave way on each side, the hero advanced a step 
and confronted tJie ambassador from the besieged. Titua, accord- 
ing to custom, was fully armed, and witb his helmet on Lis head. 
The only luxury llie hardy soldier allowed himself was, in the 
adommeul of hia weapons, which were richly inlaid witi; gold. 
Many a time had he nearly paid the penalty of this warlike iancy 
with hia life ; for, in the thick of battle, who so confipiououa 
as die bold prince in his golden armour ? \Vlio Rucb a prize, 
alive or dead, as the son of Vespasian, and heir to the sovereignty 
of the world 7 He stood now, erect and dignified, a fitting repre- 
sentative of the mighty engine he wielded witli eucb skill. His 
firm and well-knit frame wore its steel covering lightly and easily 
as a linen tunic. His noble features and nunly bearing bore 
witoeaH to the generous disposition and the fearless heart within ; 
and his gestures denoted that self-reliance and self-respect which 
spring from integiily and conscious power combined. He looked 
evei'y inch a soldier and a prince. 

But there was a peculiarity in the countenance of Titus which 
added a nameless charm to his fimik and handsome features. 
With all its manly daring, there was yet in the depths of those 
keen eyes a gleam of womanly compaBsion and tenderness, tbat 
emboldened a suppliant and reasstu-ed a prisoner. There was a 
Bofrnesa in tlte unl'requent smile that could but belong to a kindly 
guileless natui'e. It was the face of a man capable, not only o( 
lofry deeds and daring exploits, but of gentle memories, loving 
ihouffhta, home aScctions, gencrodty, commiseration, and self- 
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Close behind tbe General, aiTording n striking o 
respect to his chief, stood the least- truEted, but by no means the 
least efficient, of hia officers. Almost the firrt eye that Calchaa 
met whan he entered tlie tent was tliat of Julius Plaoidua, whose 
Berricea to Vespasian, though never thoroughlj' underrtood, had j 
been rewarded hy a liigh command in the Roman army. Ths.1 
most right- thinking of Cxklts could not neglect the man whoal J 
energies had helped him t« the throne ; and Titus, though he s 
through the character he thoroughly despised, was compelled ttiM 
do justice to the ready eoixrage and soldierlike qualities of t" 
Tribimc. So Juhus Placidus found himself pluced in 
&om which he could pliiy his fayourite game to advanti^e, ■; 
was still courting ambition aa itealouBly as when he intrigued i 
Kome against Vitelliua, and bargained with Hippias over a o " 
of wine for the murder of his emperor. 

That retired swordaman, too, was present in the tent; i 
longer the mere trainer of professional gladiators, bat common 
ir^ a band that had made itself a name for daring at which ti 
besieged grew pale, and which the Tenth Legion itself ea 
hardly hope to emulate. After the assiisidnation of tho 1 
CiEsar, this host of gladiators had formed themselves into a 
of mercen-vieB, with Hippiaa at their head, and offei'ed their s 
vices to the new emperor. Under the ominows title t 
Lost Legion,' these desperate men had distinguished themselvf 
by entering on all such enterprises bh promised an amormt i 
diinger to which it was hardly thought jimdent to expose r*^ 
troops, and had gained unhefid-of credit daring the siege, whici 
Irom its nature afforded them many opportunities for tl 
of wild and reckless courage. Their leader was coi 
even in the General's tent, by the lavish spleudour of hia omin 
and appointments ; but, though hia bearing was proud i 
martial as ever, his face had grown ha^iard and careworn, 
beard was Uiickly sprinkled with grey. Hippiaa had played S^M 
the heaviest stakes of life boldly, and had won. He seemed ' ' 
bo little better off, and little better satisfied, than the losere in tl 
great game. 

Near him stood Licinius,.— staid, placid, determined ; the cc 
mander of the Tenth Legion ; the favoured councillor of Titn 
the pride of the whole army ; having all the experienoes, all ti 
advantages, aU the triumphs of life at his teet. Alas I know' 
too well what they were worth. It was a crown of parsley n 
gave the young athlete who conquered in the Isthnuan Gametjl 
and roimd the unwrinkled brows that parsley was precioua m 
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^\i. Lnter in life the cnnvcrae holds too tnic, Hnd long before 
the hair toma grey, all earliily triiimphB are but empty pngenutry ; 
&I1 crownfl but withered paniley at the best. 

Titua, Btanding forward from amongHt bia ofBcors, glanced With 
m look of pity at the worn hungry fiice of the moasenger, Priva- 
ticn, nay, famine, was beginning to do its work even on the 
■wealthiest of tiie besieged, and Calchaa could not hide nnder liis 
calm dignified bearing, tlie laasitndc and depi'eenon of phyaienl 

' The proposal is a fair one,' said the Pi-ince, turning to bin 
assembled captaina. 'Two days' reaplte, and a free surrender of 
the city, with the simple condition that the holy plooes shtdl be 
respected, and the iivea of the inhabitants spared. Theao Jews 
may do me the juatice to remember that ray wiah throughont 
the war haa ever been to avoid imnecessary bloodshed, and had 
they treated me with more confidence, I would long ago havn 
shown them how truly I respected thoir Temple ami their failh. 
It ia not too late now. Nevertheless, iUnfltriouB friends, I called 
you not togetier bo soon after eock-crow • for a council of war, 
without intending to avail myaelfof your advice. I hold in my 
band a proposal Irom Eleazar, an influential patrician, aa it ap- 
pears, in the city, to deliver up the keye of tta Great Gate, 
within forty-eight houra, provided I will pledge him my word to 
preserve hia Temple from demolition, and bia coiinti-ymen from 
eiftughter ; provided also, that the Roman army abstain during 
that time from all offensive meaBurea, whatever preparaticFna for 
reaiHtflnc* tbey may observe upon the walla. lie farther staten 
that the city oontaina a largo party of desperate men, who are 
opposed to all ienua of capitulation, and that he muat labour 
during these two dnya to coerce some and cajole othera to his 
own opinion. It is a fair proposal enough, I repeat. The Tenth 
IjCgion IB the firat in seniority rb ia fame — 1 call upon ita com- 
mander for his opinion.' 

Liciniua, thus appealed to, earnestly sdviaed that any terms 
which might pat an end to the loss of life on both sidefl, should 
be entertained from motives of policy as well aa humanity. ' 1 
Bpeak not,' said the General, 'for myself or my legion. Our 
discipline is unshaken, our suppliea are regular, our men have 
been inured by long campaigning to a Syrian climate and a 
Syrian sun. We have lost comparatively few from hardshipi 

?, nboat tiro hours b*fcpre 
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or diaease. But no commaiider knows better than Titos, Ii 
an army in tLe field melta hy the mere influeiica of time, i 
the djfferecce that a few weeks can make in its eflicieney and ' 
numerical atrengli ia the difference between victory and de&ah - 
Other divisions have not been bo fortunate aa my own. I iriE, 
put it to the leader of the Loat Legion, how many men ho coold 
march to-daj to the assault? ' 

Ilippias stroked his beard gravely, and shook hie head. 

' Had I been aaked die question five days ago,' aaid he, &ankfy,„ 
' I could have answered a thouHOud. Had I been aaked it y&atet*. 
day, Boven hundred. Great prince, at noon, to-day, I muat b^^ 
content to muster five hundred awordamen. Nevertheleaa,' fa 
added, with sometliing of Ilia old abrupt manner, ' not 01 
tJiem but claims hia privilege of leading the othei' cohorts ti 
breach I ' 

It was too true that the influence of climate, acting upon 
disposed to intemperance in pleoaure, added to the severi^ i 
tlieir peculiar service, had reduced the original number of t" ' 
gladiatora by one hojf. The remnant, however, were still act 
ated, like their commander, hy tlie fierce recfcleas spirit of tl 
amphitheatre. 

Titus, looting from one to the other, pondered for i 
moments in earnest thought, and Plaoidua, seizing the opport 
nity, broke in with his emootb courteous tones. 

' It ia not for me,' aaid he, ' to differ with auch illuBtriot 
leaders as those who have Just spoken. The empire has loi^ 
acknowledged Liciniua aa one of her bravest commanders ; f--*^ 
Hippiaa the gladiator lives but in hia natural element of m 
Still, my firat duty is to Ceesar and to Eome. Great prin 
when a abort while ago you bade a noble Jewish captive addreai 
his countrymen on the wall, what was the result ? They knent 
him to be a patrician of their oldest blood, and, I believe, a piieai 
also of their own superstitions. They had proved him a akilliy 
general, and 1 myself speak of him without rancour, though iu 
foiled me before Jotapala. Till taken prisoner by '^ _ ' 
CEEsar, he had been their ataunchest patriot, and their boldei 
leader. When he addressed them, notwithstanding the length 6 
his appeal, they had no reason but to believe him sinowe. 
what, I say, was the result ? A few hours gained fur resisttuiuc 
a fiercer defiance flung at Eorae ; a more savage cruelty displaya 
tcwarda her troojis. I would not truat tliem, prince. Thifl vei] 
proposal may be but a stratagem to gain time. The attack 
yosti!rday, covered br my cavalry, must have slrnkei 
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ohrawdly. Probably their aMrea are exhausUid, The very 
phalanx thnC opposed ub eo atubbomly looked gauct and grim an 
woItcb. Obeerre thia very oraiBsary fvoin the most powerfiil 
man in Jerusalem. Is there not famine in his hollow cliecks and 
sunken eyea 7 Give him to eat. See how hia visage brightenfl 
at the rery name of food I Give him to eat, now, in presence of 
the coHDcU of war, and judge by hia avidity of the privationa he 
haa endured behind the walla. 

' Hold 1 ' exclaimed Titus, indignantly ; ' hold, Tribune, aud 
learn, if you have one generous feeling left, to respect miafortime, 
most of all when you behold it in (he person of your enemy. 
Thia venerable man ahull indeed be supplied with wine and food ; 
but he shall not be insulted in my camp by feeling that his aof- 
ferings are gauged as the test of hia truth. Licinius, my old and 
trus^ counsellor, my very instructor in the art of war, I confide 
him to your care. Take him with you to your tent ; see that he 
wants for nothing. I need not remind ytwto treat an enemy witli 
all the kindneaa and courtesy compatible with the caution of a 
soldier. But yoa miast not lose sight of him for a moment:, and 
yoa will send him back with my anawsr imder a Btrong guard 
to the chief gat« of Jeruaalem. I will have no imdeihaiid dealings 
with this m^appy people ; though much, 1 fear, my duty to my 
Either and the empire will not permit mo to grant them the 
interval of repose that they desire. Tliia is for my consideration. 
I have taken your opinions, for which I thank you, I reserve to 
myaelf the option of being guided by them. Friends and com- 
rades, you are dismissed. Let this man be fortlicoming in an 
hour, to take my answer back to those who sent him. Vale ! ' 

' Valt 1 ' repeated each officer, as he bowed and passed out of 
the tent. 

Hippias and Placidua lingered somewhat behind the rest, and 
halting when out of hearing of the sentinel who guarded tlie 
Kagles planted before the commander's quarters, or Prtetorium, 
as it was called, looked in each other's faces, and laughed. 

' You put it pointedly,' said the former, ' and took an ugly 
thrust in return. Nevertheless, the a.isault will be delayed afteir 
all, and my poor harmless kmba will scarce muster in enough 
force to be permitted to lead the attack.' 

' Fear not,' replied the Tribune ; ' it will take pSace to-morrow. 
It would suit neither your game nor mine, my Hippiaa, to make 
a peaceable entry by the Great Gate, march in order of battle to 
" e Temple, and satisfy ourselves ivith a stare at its Hashing golden 
I can hardly slave oiF my creditors. Ynu can scarce jny 
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?yui men. Hail it not beeu fitr the prospect of eaaklng die H^ 
lace, neither of ua would have been to-day under n hear 
breaatplate in this scorulimg tan. And we ihall sack it, 1 1* 
yon, never fear." 

'Yon think eaV eaid the other, doubtfully; 'and yet il 
Prince Bpoke very etcrnly, as if he not only differed with yoi 
but difiapproved of your counBel. I am glad I was not id yoi 
place ; I ehauld h:tve been tempted tu answer even the eon i 
VcBposian.' 

The Tribune laughed gailj once more. ' Trifles,' eaid he ; ' 
have tliQ bide of a rhinoceros when it ia but a question of looks 
andwordH,howeverHteni and biting they may be, BenideB, doyo 
not yet know this cub of tlie old lion ? The royal beast is alwiQ 
the eame ; dangerous when hia haii is rubbed the wrong wh 
Titua was only angty because his better judgment opposed h 
inclinations, and agreed with me — me to whom he pays t] 
compliment of hia dislike. I tell you we shall give the osaaa 
before two days are out, with my cohort swarmiug on the Bm'' " 
and thy Lost LegioD, my Hippios, maddening to the front. 
now for a draught of wine and a robe of linen, even though it fe 
tmder one of these euSbcating teuts. I think when onoe the aeg 
is over and thti place taken, I shall never buckle on a brtiaatplal 
agaiu.' 
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The eye of Calchaa did indeed brighten, and hia colour went a. 
come when foodtwaa placed before him in theUomaageneral'ate 
It was with a strong effort that he controlled and Htiilcd t 
craviuge of huugei', never so paiuiul as when the body has be 
brought dowu by slow degrees to exist on the smallest posail 
quantity of nourishment. It was long ^ce a full meat had be 
spread even on Eleazar's table ; and the sufferings from ikmia 
of the poorer dassts in Jerusalem had reached a pitdi unheatd-g 
in the history of nations. LiciniuE could not but admire the ml' 
control with which his guest partook of his hospilality. The o 
man was resolved not to betray, in his own person, the struta 
the besieged. It was a staunch and sojdier-iike Bcntimeut 
which the Roman was keeuly olive, and Licinius turned hia bai 
upon his charge, afiectmg to give long directions to some of i 
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9 &om the teot-door, in order to afibrd Colchas the 
ojiportunitj' of KatiBfying hifl hunger unobserved. 

AAer a while, the General seated himaeli' inside, courteounl^ 
desiring his guest to do the same. A deourioD, with hia Bpeamieii, 
etood at the entrance, under the standard where the Eagles of tlie 
Tenth Legion hovered over his ahining oreat. The sun was 
blazing fieicely down on the wliJte lines of canvas that stretched 
ia long perspective on every side, and dashing back at stated 
iiitervala from shield, and helm, and breaetplate, piled in exact 
oiTuy at each tent-door. It was too early in the year for the 
ci-ackling locust; and every trace of life, as of vegetation, had 
disappeared from the parched surikce of the soil, burnished and 
slippery with the intense heat. It was an hour of lasaitude and 
repose even in the beleaguering camp, and scarce a Bound broke 
thedrowsy stillness of noon, save the stamp and snort of a tethered 
steed, or the scream of an tll-lcmpered mule. Scorched widiout, 
and stifled within, even tlie we 11 -disciplined l^iunary loatlied hia 
canvas shelter; longing, yearning vaanly ia his day-dreams for 
the breeze of cool Pnen^ste, and the shades of darkling Tibur, 
and the north wind blowing through the holm-oaka ofT the crest 
of the snowy Apennines. 

In the General's pavilion the awning had been raised a cubi* 
from tlie ground, to admit what little air there was, so faint as 
scarce to stir the fringe upon hia tunic. Against the pole that 
propped the soldier's home, rested a mute's pack-saddle, and a 
spare breastplate. On the wooden frame which served him for a 
bed, lay the General's tablets, and a sketch of the Tower of An- 
louia. A simple earthenware disli contained the food oiliired to 
his guest, and, like the coarse clay vessel into which a winQ-akiu 
had been poured, was nearly empty, 

Liciniua sat with his helmet off, but otherwise completdy 
armed. CaJchas, robed in his long dark mantle, lised hia mild 
eye steadily on hia host. The man of war and the man of pence 
seemed to have some engrossing thought, some all-important 



For a while they conversed on light and trivial topics, the dis- 
cipline of the camp, tlie fertility of Syria, the distance from Home, 
ond the different regions in which her armies fought and con- 
quered. Then Licinius broke through his ro^rve, and spoke out 
freely to bis guest. 

' You have a hero, said the Roman, ' in your ranks, of whom 
1 would iain learn something, loving him as I do like u sou. Our 
pt-n call him the Yellow Hoatae;e i and there is not a warrior 



L 



320 MOIRA. 

among all the brave champioua ol Jeruailem whom they r ^ 
with each tidmiration and drcnd, 1 myi;elf saw him hat jckI« 
day sare your whole army from descruot.ion beneath the walla.' 

' It is Esca I ' exclaimed Cnlchtis. ' Eacs, once a chief i 
Britain, and afterwords your nlave in Rome.' 

' The same,' answered Licinioa ; ' and, though a slave, th* 
noblest and t^e bravest of men. A chief, you say, in Britain 
What know you of him 7 He never told m( 
whence he came.' 

' I know him,' replied Calchas, ' aa one who lives with us likf 
a kinsman, who takes his share of hardship, and far more thaS 
hia share of danger, aa though he were a very chief in Israel— 
who is to me, indeed, and those dearest to me, fiir more preciodl 
than a Boa. We escaped together from Rome — my brother, a 
brother's child, and this yomig Briton. Many a night on 
smooth ^genn has he told me of his infancy, his youth, hia ir 
hood, the defence his people made against your soldiers, the c 
stratagems by which they were foiled and overcome, how ni 
he himself had braved the legions; and yet how the first leu 
he ieamed in childhood were to feel kindly for the invader, hat 
the first accents his mother taught him were in the Roma 

' It is strange,' observed Licinius, musing deeply, and a 
ing, as it seemed, his own thought. ' Strange lesson for o 
that nation to learn. Stnmge, too, that fate seems to have postal 
him continually in arms against the conqueror.' 

' They were hia mother's lessons,' resumed Calchaa ; 
mother he has not forgotten even to-day. He loves to speak 
her as though she could see him still. And who shall say si 
cannot 7 He loves to tell of her stately form, her fond eyes, a] 
her gentle brow, with its lines of thought and care. HesaysahQ 
had some deep sonow in her youth, which her child suspected^ 
but of which she never spoke. It taught her to be kind aiA 
patient with all ; it made her none the less loving for her boy^ 
Ay, 'tis the same tale in every nation and under every aky. Toif 
garment baa not yet been woven iu which the black hanfc of t' 
and sorrow doea not cross and recross throughout the whole wc 
She had her burden to bear, and so has Esca, and so liast thav^ 
g;reat Roman commander, one of the conquerora of the eartJh b 
and so have I, but I know where to lay mine down, and reat i 
peace.' 

' They are a noblo race, these women of Britain, Enid Liciniiu 
fellowitig r.nt the thread of his oivn tlioiighta with a heavy 1 ei ' 
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ou which one of them had impressed her image so deeply, flial 
w}iile it beat, a memory would reign there, aa it had reigned 
already for years, undisturbed by a living rival. ' And ho the 
boy lovea to talk of hia childhood, and ilia lot* mother — losi,' ho 
added, bitterly, ' eurely lost, because Bo loved ! ' 

' Even BO,' replied Calchas ; ' and deep aa was the oliiid'e grief, it 
carried a aharper eting from the manner of her death. Too 
young to bear arm!!, he had seen his father hurry away at the 
head of his tribe to meet the lioinan legions. Hia father, a 
fierce imperious warrior, of whom he knew but little, aud whom 
he would have dreaded rather than loved, had the boy dreaded 
anytliing on earth. Hia mother lay on a bed of siokneas ; and 
even the child felt a nameleaa fear on her account, that fbrbadi 
him to leave her side. With pain and difficulty they moved her 
on her litter to a fastness in their deep, tangled forests, where the 
Britons made a last stand. 'Ilien certaiu long-bearded prieitta 
took him hy force from his motlier's side, and hid him aivay in a 
cavern, because he waa a chiefs son. He can recall now tjie 
pide Gice and the loving eyes, turned on him in a last look, as he 
was borne off struggling and lighting like a young wolf-cub. 
From his cavern lie hoard plainly the shouts of battle and the 
very clash of steel ; but he heeded them not, for a vague and 
sickening dread had come over him tliaC ho should see liis mother 
no more. It was even so. They hurried the child from hia 
refuge by night. They never halted till the sun had riaen and 
Kt again. Then they apoko to him with kind, soothing words ; 
but wljca lie tumod from them, and called for hia mother, they 
told him she was dead. They had not even jtaid her tlic last 
tribute of respect. While they closed her eyes, the legions had 
already forced their rude deleuccs ; her few attendants fled for 
their lives, and iJie high-born Guenebra was left in the lonely 
hut wherein she died, to the mercy of the conquerors.' 

When Calchaa ceased speaking, he saw that hia listener had 
turned ghastly pale, and lliat the sweat was standing on hia brow. 
His Btrong franie, too, shook till hia armour rattled. He rose 
and croBsed to the tent-door as if for air, then tumod to hi« 
guoat, and spoke in a low but steady voice ; — 

' I kuew it,' said he — ' I knew it must be so; this Eaca ia the 
Bon of one whom I met in my youth, and why shotdd I be 
asliamed to confeea it ? whose iniluence haa pervaded my whole 
life. 1 ani old and grey now. Look at me ; what liavc such aa 
I to do with the foolish hojica aiid fcara that quicken the young 
freJi heart, and llu-sh the iiimrinklw! ehwl; ? But now, to-day, 
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I tell thep, war-nore and saddened ae 

the onp of life haa been but, offered, and daidieci cruetly away B 
it liad BO much m cooled my lliirsly lijiR. Wliy ahonld I hant 
known happincM, only to be mocked by ita want 7 What ! ibat 
hast a human heart ? Thou art a brave man, too, though th< 
robea denote a Tocation of peace, else djou hadat not been Iw ' 
to-day in the heart of an enemy's camp. Need I tell thee, t] 
ivhcn I entered that mde Imt in the Biiton'e atronghold, and a 
all I loved on earili stretched cold and inanimate on her littera 
ray feet, had I not been a soldier of Eomo my own good H' 
had been my oonwlation, and I had fallen by her there, to i 
laid in the same gi'ave ; and now I shall never see her more I 
>Ie paaned his hand acrora his face, and added, in a broke* 
whisper, ' Never more 1 never more I' 

' You cannot think ao. You cannot believe in such utter deaO^ 
lation,' exclaimed Calohas, roused like some old war-lior»e by d 
trumpet Bound, as he aaw the taak assigned him, and reeoipii w 
yet aBotlier traveller on the great road, whom he could gaii 

' Do you think that you or nhe, or any one of us, were mads ( 
Buffer, and to cause others' unffeting — to strive and fail, and k 
and sorrow, for a little while, only to di'op into the grave at it 
like an over-ripe fig from ita branch, and be forgotten 7 Do yol 
think that life ta to end for you, or for me, when the one ialla ii 
his armour, at the head of the Tenth Lt^ion, pierced bya Jewiri 
javelin, or the other is emoified befiM^ the walla for a qiy, 1) 
Titu-1, or atoned in the gate for a traitor, by hie own countrymai 
And thia ii the fate wliich may await ua hoth before to-mon 
aim ia set. Believe it not, noble Reman I That frame of j 
18 no more Liciniua than ia the battered breastplate yondw ■ 
the ground, which you have cast aside because it ia no It 
proof againat sword and spear ; the man himself leavei his ti 
out robe behind, and goes rejoicing on his journey — the joum^ 
that ia to lead him to hie home elsewhere' 

'And where? ' asked the Roman, interested by the e 
of his guest, and tlie evident eomiction witli which ha qidl 
' la it the home to which, as our own poets have Kid, go 
^neaa, and Tullus, and Ancua have gone before ? the home j 
whicli Borne pliilosophera have dreamed, and nt which others Iftu 
— a phantom-land, a fleeting pageant, impalpable plains bcyoni 
ahadowy river 7 These are but dreams, tlie idle viaiona of 
of thought. WTiat have we, who are the men of action, i 
with aught but reality 7 ' 
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'And wliat is I'ealityT' replied Calohas. 'la H without or 
witliinT Look from yonr own tent-door, noble Roman, and 
behold tLe glortoTia array that mocta your eye — the even camp, 
the created legionaries, the englea, the trophies, jind the piJca of 
arms. Beyond, tlie towera and pinnacles of Jeraaalem, and the 
wliite dome of the Temple \iith ita dazzling roof of golJ. Fur 
away, the purple hills of Moab looking over the plains of the 
Dead Sea. It is a world of heautifiil rnality. There cometh n 
flash from a thnnder-clond or an arrow off the wall, and your life 
is spared, but your eyesight is gone : which itt the reality now, 
the light or the darkness 7 the wide expanse of glittering minshine, 
or the smarting pain and the black night withm 1 So ia it with 
life and death. Titus' in his golden armour, Vespasian on the 
throne of the Cfcsnrs, diat etalwart soldier leaning yonder on Lis 
spear, or the wasted captive dying for hunger in the town — are 
they beinga of the same kind? and why are their shares bo un- 
equal in the common lot? Becaiise it mattere so little what may 
be the different Ulumona that deceive us now, when all may 
attain equally to the same reality at last.' 

Licinina pondered for a few minutes ere he replied. Like many 
another thinking heathen, he had often specidated on the great 
question which forces itself at times on eveiy i-eflective being, 
' WT:y are these things ho ? ' He, too, had been struek ere now 
with the obvious discrepancy between man's aspirations and hia 
efibrta — the imacconntable caprices of fortune, the apparent in- 
jiiBtice of fate. lie had begun life in the bold confidence of an 
energetic character, believing aJl things possible to the reaoluto 
strength and cour.ige of manhood. Wlien he failed, he blamed 
himseif with something of contempt; when he succeeded, he 
gathered freah confidence in his own powers and in the truth of 
hia theories. But in the pride of youth and happiness, sorrow 
took him by the hand, and taught him the bitter lesson that it ia 
good to loam c&rlj rather than late; because, until the plough 
haa passed over it, there can be no real fertility, no healthy produce 
on the mitiJled soil. The deeper they are scored, the heavier is 
the harvest from theae furrows of tlie heart. Lioiniua, in the 
prime of life, and on the pinnacle of succes.i, became a thoughtftxl, 
because a lonely and disappointed, man. He saw the complica- 
tions around him ; be acknowledged his inability to comprehend 
them. Wliile others thought him so strong and self-reliant, he 
know his own wealcnesa and his own need; the broken spirit wna 
" sable and docile as a child's. 
l^ There must be a reason for everything,' he exclaimei] at Inst ' 
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' tliere mUHt be a clue in tLe labyiintli, if a man's liand could c 
find it. Wliat is Irutli? Bay our philoaopliera. Oh, that I d&l 
but know ! ' 

Then, in the warlike tent, in the heart of the conquering m 
Ihe Jew imparted to the Eoman that precious wisdom to w 
all other learning is but an entrance and a path. Under the v 
ahadow of the e^les that were gathered to devastate his city, \ 
man to whom all viciEsitudes were alike, to whom all was 
because he knew ' what was truth,' showed to his brother, " 
aword wna even then sharpened for the destruction of hia peopj 
that talisman which gave him the mastery over all created thing! 
which made him superior to hunger and thirst, pain and b 
insidt, dishonour, and death. It is something, even in this woidi 
to wear a suit of impenetrable armour, such aa is provided for^ 
weakest and the lowest who enter the service that requireajj 
little and that grants so much. Licinius listened eagerly, greedx 
as a blind man would listen to one who taught him how to rec 
Iiis sight. Gladdening was the certainty of a future to o 
had hitherto lived so moumiiilly in the past. Freah and b 
fid waa the rising edifice of hope to one whose eye was diill v 
looking on the grey ruin? of regi'et. There was comfort forh 
there was encom^agement, tliere was example. When Caleb 
told, in simple earnest words, all (hat he himself had beard a 
seen of glorious self-sacrifice, of infinite compassion, and of prict) 
less ransom, the soldier's knee waa bent, anil hia eyes w 
with tears. 

By the ordwa of his commander, Licinins conducted hia gueisl^* 
back to the Great Gate of Jerusalem with all the customary 
lionouiB paid to an ambassador fi'om a hostile power. He bore 
the answer of Titus, granting to tlie besieged the respite they 
desired. Placidus had been bo far right that the Prince's bettetjn 
judgment condemned the ill-timed reprieve; but in this, aa M 
many other inatnnecs, Titus suffered hia clemency to prevail OTfli 
his experience in Jewish duplicity and hia anxiety to terminsi 
the war. ** 
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TnE comimmdtT of tlie Lost Legjou, when ha partctl ivith PlHoidiw 
after the council of war, retired moodily to his tent. He, too, was 
diaappoiuted and disaatisfied, wearied with the length of the eiege, 
liarusHed and uneasy about Uie ravagea inude by Eickneea among 
tiiti mtn, and anxioua moreover as to hia ahave of the spoil. 
Hippias, it is needless to «iy, was lavish in hia expenaes, and 
luxurious in his perBonal habits: like the mercenaries he com- 
manded, he looked to the aacliing of Jeruealem as n means of 
paying hia creditors, and supplying him with money for ftiture 
excesses. Not a man of the Lost I/egion but liad abeady calcu- 
lated the worth of that golden roof, to which they looked ao 
longingly, and Ina oiTn probable portion when it wna melted into 
coin. Kumour, too, had not failed to multiply by toaa the iimonol 
of wealth Btored in the Temple, and the jewels it contained. The 
besiegers ivere persuaded that every aoldier who should be for- 
tunate enough to enter it sword in hand, would be eni'iobed for 
life; and the gladiators were the last men to grudge danger or 
bloodshed for such an object. 

But there is a foe \vho smites an army far more surely than th« 
enemy that meets it face to face in the field. Like the angel who 
breathed on the host of the Assyrians in the night, so that when 
the Jews rose in the morning, their adversaries were ' all dead 
men,' this foe takes his prey by scores as they sleep in tlieir teals, 
or pace to and fro watching under their armour ia the«uii, Hia 
name is Pestilence; and wherever man meets man for mutual 
destruction, he hovers over the opposing multitudes, and secures 
the lion's slinre of both. 

Partly from their previous babits, partly from their looser dis- 
cipline,he had been busier amongst the gladiators than in any other 
quarter of tbe camp. Dwindling day by day in numbers and 
efficiency, Hippias began to fear that they would be unable to take 
the prominent part he had proraiued thera in the assiault, and tliu 
cbance of auch a disappointment was irritiiting enough ; but when 
to this grievance was added the proposal he had just heard, for 
the peacefiil aurrender of the city — a proposal which TitUM Hcenied 
to regard with favourable eyes, and which would entail the 
distribution in equal portions of whatever treasure was considered 
die spoil of the army, so that the gladiator and legionary should 
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but share alibe^diQ contingency waa uotlutig feai 

ing. He had given TituB a true report of hia legion i 

for Ilippias ^vaa not a man to take shelter in faJsehood, under anjr 

pressure ofnecesaitj, but lie repeuted, neverthelesa, of hia frank' 

nesa ; and, cursing the hour when he embaj-ted for Syria, begai 

to think of Borne with regret, and to believe that ha waa hapj^ 

and more prosperouH in the amphitheatre after 

Paamng amongst the tenia of his men, he wai 
old Hirpinus, who reported to him that another score bad.bOM 
ftriolten by the BicknesB since watch-setting the previouB i 
Every day was of the utmost importance now, and here wera fr. 
more to be wasted in negotiations, even if the asBuult ^oald b^ 
ordered to take place after all. The reflection did not eenre ^ 
Boothe him, and Hippias entered his own tent w' ' 
and a frown of ill-omen on hia brow. 

For a soldier it was indeed a luxurious home ; adorned y 
trophies of arms, costly shawls, gold and silver drinting-vi _^ 
and other valuables scattered about. There waa even a porosis 
vase filled with fresh flowers standing between two v ' 
and a burnished mirror, with a dehcate comb resting against | 
stand, denoted either an extraoi-dinary care for his personal ( " 
pearance in the owner, or a woman's presence behind the erimaa 
curtain which served ta screen another compartment of the tOlt 
Kicking the mirror out of his way, and flinging himself on 
couch covered with a dressed leopard-skin, Hippias set his a 
head-piece on the ground, and called angrily for a cup of win 
At the second summons, the curtain waa drawn aside, and 
woman appeared from belli ud Jta folda. 

Pale, haughly, and self-posaessed, tameless, and defiant, even jtt 
her degradation, Valeria, though lallen, seemed to rise auperioB 
to herself, and stood before the man whom she had never lored^ 
and yet to whom, in a moment of madness, she had sacrificed hci 
whole existence, with the calm, tjuiet demeanour of a mistreM ^ 
the presence of her slave. 

Her beauty had not faded — far from it — though changed « 
what in its character, growing harder and colder than of old. 
leea womanly, it was of a deeper and loftier kind. The eyi. 
indeed, hod lost the loving, laughing look which had once Ml 
their greatest charm, but they were keen and dazzling EtiH 
whUe the other features, like the shapely figure, had gained | 
^ severe and majestic dignity iu exchange for tlie flowing outUqei 
and the round comeliness of youth. She was dressed sumptnond 
and with an affoclation of Eastern habits thit suited her hoau 
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w«;ll. Alas I that beauty was her only wtapon loft ; and aJihougli 
■he Lad turned it ag&iuat heraeJf, a true wuman to the eud, ^e 
bad kepi it biighc and pointed atiil. 

Wheu Vuleria left hur home to follow the iortunei of a gladiator, 
ehe had not evea tiie excuse of bliadBeea for her fully. She knew 
tliat she naa abasdoning Irieads, fortune, potuUon — all the ad- 
vantages of life for thut which alie did not care to have. She 
believed hei-self to be utterly desperate, il«praved, and unaexed. 
It washer punishment tbatiilie could Dot rid heraulfol'hitr woman 'it 
nature, nor Btilte the voice ihat uo woman ever can etilie in her 

For a time, pei'hapo, the change of Bcene, Ibe voyage, the e.\- 
oitument of the step she had taken, the determination to abide by 
her chiiice and dely everything, served to deaden her mind to her 
otm misery. It wtu^ her whim to aiiutume on occasions the arms 
and accoutrements of a gladiator ; and it wa:^ even sold in the 
Lo»tt Legion, that she had fought in their I'anks more than once in 
aome of ihcir deapurfite euterprlsea against the town. It was 
certain that iihe never appeared abroad in tlie female dress she 
wore witliin her tent t Titus, indeed, would have scarcely &iled 
to notice such a flagrant breach of camp-diacipline ; and many a 
6erce swordEman wliispered to his eorarade, with a thrill of 
intenjst, tluit in a forci; like theirs ahe might mingle unaoticed in 
their ranks, and be with them at any time. It was but a whitiper, 
though, alter all, for they knew tLolr commander too well to 
canvaa his couduct openly, or to pry into matters he chose to keep 
secret. 

These outbrcuks, however, so contrary to all the impulses and 
instincts of a woman's nature, ftoon palled on the high-born 
Roman lady ; and as the aiege, with its various fortunes, was pro- 
tracted from day to day, the yoke under which she had voluntarily 
placed her proud white neck, became too galling to endure. She 
bated the long glistening line of tents ; she hated the scorching 
Syrian sky, the flasli of armour, the tnimp of men, the constant 
trumpet-calls, the eternal guiud- mounting, the wearisome and 
monotonous routine of a camp. She hated the hot tent, with ita 
Mtiding atmosphere imd ita narrow space ; above all, she waa 
learning daily to hate tbe man with whom slie sliared its ehell«r 

She handed liim the wine he aiiked for without a word, and 
standing there in her cold scornful beauty, never noticed him by 
look or geHtiire. She seemed mUea away in tbought, and utterly 
3 of his [iresence. 
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He remembered when it ivaa 80 iliiTercnt. _ 

how, even when fii-st he knew her, lik arriviJ used to call a smSt; 
of pleasure to her lips, a glance of welcome to her eye- 
be only on the surface, but etill it was there ; and he ffJt for h 
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him to Htriki 

He emptied tlie cup, and ilung it from him 
The golden vessel rolled oui. &ojn tmder the hangiags of the tent: 
she made no oiFer to pick it up and fetch it bock. 

He glared fiercely into her eyes, and they met hia own 
the steady scornful gaze he almost feared ; for that cold lu 
chilled him to the very heart. The inan was hardened, deprayt 
Bteepcd to the lips in cruelty and oriiuo ; bwt there was a defenc 
less plQoe in him atill that she could stub when she liked, for 
would have loved Iier if she had let him. 

' I am very weary of the siege,' said he, stretching hia limba- 
the couch with affected indifference, ' weary of the daily drvi 
gery, the endless consultations, the scorching climate, above a] 
thia Buffocating atmoKphere, where a man can liordly breallii 
Wowld that I had never seen this accursed tent, or aught that"' 
contains I ' 

'You cannot be more weary of it than I am,' she replied, i 
the same contemptuous quiet tone that maddened him. 

' Why did you come J ' he retorted, with a bitter laugh. * N« 
body wanted such a delicate dainty lady in a soldier's tei 
certainly nobody ever asked you to share it with him 1 ' 

She gave a little ga«p, as though something touched hi^ I 
the quick, but recovered heitielf on the instant, and answern 
calmly and scorniully, ' It is kindly wiid, and generously, cona 
dering all things, Just what I might have expected from ' 
gladiator ! ' 

' There was a time you liked " The Family " well enough I 
he exclaimed, angrily ; and then, softened by his own tccollectioa 
of tliat time, added in a milder tone : 

' Valeria, why will you thus quarrel with me ? It used not t 
be BO when I brought the foils and dumb-bells to your portioo 
and spared no pains to make you tlie deadliest fencer, as yen 
were the fairest, in Kome. Those were happy days enough, ani 
so might these be, if you had but a grain of common sense. On 
you not sec, when you and I fidl out, who must necessftrily hi 
tJie loaor ? What have you to depend on now but me 7 ' 
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He shfmJd have stopped at hia loader recollection a. Ai'gmnent, 
especially if it hae any show of reason ia it, is to an angry woman 
but as the handHlero'e goad lo the Iberian buIL Its flutter servea 
to init&te rather than to scare, and the deeper its pointed Htoel 
sinks in, tJie more actively indeed does the recipient swerve aside, 
btit returns the more rapidly and the more obstinately lo the 
charge. Of all considerations that which raoat maddened Valeria, 
and rendered her utterly reckless, was that she should be depend- 
ant on a gladiator. 

The cold eyes flashed tire ; bat she would not give him the 
advantage over her of acknowledging llint he could put her in a 
passion, bo she restrained herself, though her heart was ready to 
Ijurst. Ilad she cared for him she might have stabbed him lo 
drath in such a mood. 

' I thank you for reminding me,' she answered, bitterly. ' It 
is not strange that one of the Mutian lino should occaBionally 
forget her duty tfl Hippias, the retired prize-fighter. A patrician, 
perhaps, would have brought it more delicately to her remem- 
brance; but I have no right to blame the fencing-njaatersftr his 
plebeian birth and bringing Tip.' 

'Now, by the body of Hercules, this is too much 1 ' ho ex- 
claimed, springing erect on the couch, and grinding his teeth with 
rage. ' What I i/ou ta."t me with ray birth ! You scout me for 
my want of mincing manners and white hands, and syllables that 
drop like slobbered wine from the closo-diaven lip I You, tlie 
dainty lady, the celebrated beauty, the admired, forsooth, of all 
admirers, whose porch was choked with gilded chariots, whose 
Utter was thronged with every curly-headed, white-shouldered, 
crimson- cloaked, young Narcissus in Rome, and yet who sought 
her chosen lovers in the amphitheatre — who scanned witlijndicioua 
eye the points and the vigour, and the promise of naked ntldctes, 
and could find at last none to serve her turn, but ivar-wom old 
Hippias, the roughest and the rudest, and the worst-favoui-ed, 
but the strongest, nevertheless, amongst them all 1 ' 

Tlie storm was gathering apace, but she still tried hard to keep 
it down. An experienced mariner might have known by the 
fJiort-coming breath, the w!iite cheek, and the dilated nostril, 
that it was high time to shorten sail, and run for shelter before 
the squall. 

'It was indeed a strange taste,' she retorted. 'None con 
marvel at it more than myself.' 
^^^ ' Not so strange as you think,' he burst out, somewhat incon- 
^^Bitentiy. ' Do not fancy i/ou were the only lady in liome who 
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nas proud to be admired by Ilipplaa the gladiator. I taS ytia,' 

hod my choice amoogiit a liundred nuuds and maCi'oiM, Doblv 
bom, fairer, ay, and of better repute tlian youreelf I any one s 
whom would have been glad to bo here to-day in yow plM& T 
was a fuol for my pains; but I thought you were the fittest k 
bear the toil of campaigning, and the least able to do without a 
so I took you, more out of pity than of lave 1 ' 

' Gowai'd ! ' she biased between hei olenched teeth. ' TralH^, 
and fool, too 1 Must yon know the truth at last? Miut yW 
know what I have spared you this long time? what alona bas 
kept me fiom sinking under the weight of these weary days ¥ 
tlielr hourly degradation? what has been disease and ti 
wound and Ijalm, bitterest pvmishment, and yet deareat ci 
tion ? Take it tlien, since have it you leiU I Can you think tl 
■uch as I could ever love such as you 7 Can you believe y( 
could be more to Valeria than the handle of the blade, the i^ 
of the javelin, the oord of the bow, by which she could icHict' 
grievous wound in anotlier'a bosom 7 Listen ! When you w 
me, I was a Ecomed, an insulted, a desperate woman. I iov| 
one who was nobler, himdsomer, bettor. Ay, you pride 
OB your fierce courage and your brutal strengtli. I tell you wl 
was twice ai strong, and a Uioueaud times as brave aa tlia bwt 
you. I loved him, do you hear? as men like you never cm 
loved — with au utter and entire devotion, that asked but to m 
fice itself without hope of a return, and he scorned me, not : 
1/ou would have done, with a rough brutal frauknces tliat hi 
taken away half the pain, but so kindly, eo delicately, hi 
that even while I clung to him, and he ttuned away &om m^ 
felt he was dearer than ever to my heart. Ay, you may sit than) 
and look at me with your eyes glaring and your beard bristiiu 
like Home savage beaai of prey ; but you brought it on you"^ 
and if you killed me I would not spare you now. I had i 
looked at you but for your hired skill, which you imparted ti 
man I loved. I took you because he Boomed me, as I w 
have taken one of my Libnmians, had I thought it would hxf 
wounded him deeper, or made hi in hate me more. You ore 
fencer, I believe — one who prides himself on his skill in feii 
and parries, in giving and taking, in judging accurately of tl 
adveraary's strength and weakness at a glance. Have I failed yS 
to some purpose ? You thought you were tlie darling of t" 
high'borc lady, ike favom-ite of ber fancy, the minion to wLc 
she could retuse nothing, not even her fair fame, and t 
tuinff Tou all tlie time as a mere rod with which to smite a slaTtt 
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A tlave, do you hear? Yes, the man I prefevred, not only to 
you, but to a host of yonr betters, the man I loved fio dearly, and 
love 80 madly Htill, is but jour pupil Eaca, a barbariiin, and u 
tlave 1 ' 

Utsr anger Iiad supported her till now, but with Egcu'a name 
came a flood of teara, and, thoronghly unstrung, s'lc. sat down 
on the groiuid and wept passionately, covering her face with hci 
bandii. 

He could have almost found it in hia heart to atiiko her, bnl 
for her defenceless attitude, bo exasperated waa he, so niuddened 
by the torrent of her words. He could think of nothing, Iiowever, 
more bitter than to taunt Ler with her Lelpleaanesa, whilst undei 
Lis charge. 

' Tour minion,' said be, ' ia within the walla at lliia momrnt. 
From that tent door, you might almost see him on tlie rampart, 
if ho be not skulking from his duty like a slave as be is. Think, 
proud lady, you who are go ready, asked or unuaked, for slave ur 
gladiator, you need but walk £ve hundred jmces to be in lits orma. 
Surely, if they knew joiir mission, Iloman guards and Jewish 
aentries would lower tlieir spears to you as you paaaed ! Enough 
of this ! Remember who and what you are. Above all, remem- 
ber tehere you are, and bow you came here. I have Ibrborne 
too long, my patience is exhauated at lost. You are in a soldier'n 
tent, and you muat learn a Boldior's duty — unquestioning obe- 
dience. Go ! pick up that goblet I let till juat now. Fill it, 
■nd bring it me here, without a word I ' 

Somewhat to hia eurprise, ahe rose at once lu do his bidding, 
leaving the tent with a perfectly composed step and air. He 
might have remarked though, that when she returned with hia 
wine, the red drops fell profusely over her wliilo trembling 
fingers, though she looked in hia face as proudly and steadily as 
ever. The hand might, indeed, shake, but the heai't was lixed 
and resolute. In the veins of none of her anoeslors did tbe 
Mutian blood, so stiong for good and evil, ebb and flow with a 
fuller, more resiatless tide, than ia hers. Valeria had nuid<9 up 
her mind in the space of time it took to lift a goblet from the 
gruuud. 
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John of Gischala would never have obtained the aacendaiicyl 
enjoyed in Jtmsalem, had he not been aa wol! versed i 
ginuoiia orEa of intrigue, as in the simpler stratagems ol 
After coa£x)ntiiig his rival in the council, and sustaining : 
public opinion the worst of the encounter, he was more than ev< 
impressed with the necessity of ruining Eleazar at iiny piice 
therefore, keeping a wary eye upon all the movements of t' 
Zeaiota, he held himself ready at every moment to take advanti^ 
of the first false step on the part of his adversary. 

Elea/ar, with the promptitude natural to his character, hi 
commenced a repair of the defences, ahnoat before hia emisAn 
was admitted to the Eoman camp, thinking it needless to nwi 
the decision of TituB, either for or against his propoBal. Labour 
ing heart and eoul at the works, with all the available force h 
could muster, he left John and his party in charge of the Gret 
Gate, and it happened that his rival was present there in pei^on 
when Calchas was broiight back ta the city by the Koman guar* 
of honour Titus had ordered for his safe-conduct — a complimen 
his brother never expected, and far less desired. Eleazar madi 
sure hia m.essenger wotdd be permitted to return the way h 
came, and that his own communications with the enemy wouH 
remain a secret from the besieged. 

John saw his opportunity, and availed himself of it on tl: 
instant No sooner had Calchas placed his foot once morewithi 
the town, than his head was covered, so lliat he might not I 
recognised ; and he was carried ofi' by a guard of John's ac 
herents, and placed in secure ward, fJieir chief adroitly arresting 
him by a false name, for the information of the populace, lest thfl 
rumour should reach Eleazar's ears. He knew hia rival's readi^ 
neas of resource, and determined to take him by surprise. 

Then he rent his garment, and ran biireheaded throogh t 
streets towards the Temple, calling with a great voice, ' TresBOn 
Treaaon I ' and sending round the &agnien^ of hia gown among) 
the senattirs, to convoke them in baste upon a matter of life an 
death, in their usual place of deliberation. So rapidly did h 
take hia measures (hat the Outer Court waa already fdlod aoi 
the Council assembled, ere Eleazar, busied with his labours a 
the wall far off', opposite the Tower of Antoaia, knew that thq' 
had been summoned. Covered with sweat and dust, he obeveff 
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ftt onc« the bdieat of die Lcvitc wLo came breallileaaly to 
require his preaence, as .in elder of Imnel ; but it wns not with- 
out foreboding of evil tliat he obfierved tlie glanws of suspicion 
■ud mistrust ehot at him by hia collengiies when he joined 
them. John of Gischalo, with an affectation of extreme faimeaa, 
nad declined to enter upon the business of the Stato, untii this, 
the latest of her counciiiorH, hiid arrived ; but he had taken good 
care, by means of hia creanirea, to scatter rumonrs amongst the 
Senate, and eren amongst tlie Zealots tliemselves, deeply aflijcting 
the loyalty of their chief. 

No sooner had Ele.izar, still coTcred with the signs of his toii, 
tuken hia accustomed station, than John stood forth in. the hall 
and spoke out in a lond, clear voice. 

' Before the late troublous tiniea,' said he, ' and when every 
man in Judtea ate of hia own figs from his oivn fig-tree, and trod 
out Ilia own grapes in hia own vineyard ; when we digged our 
wella unmolested, and our women drew water unveiled, and 
drank it peacefully at sun-down ; when our children played about 
our knees ut the door, and ate butter and honey, and cakes 
baked in oil ; when the cruae was never empty, and the millt 
mantled in the milking-vessols, and the kid seethed in the pot — 
yea, in the pleasant time, in the days of old, it chanced that I waa 
taking .1 prey in the mountain by the hunter's craft, in the green 
niouniain, even the mountain of Lebanon. Then at noon I waa 
wearied and athirst, and I laid me down imder a goodly cedar 
and filept, and dreamed a dream. Behold, I will discover to the 
Eldera my dream and tjie interpretation thereof. 

' Now the cedar under which I lay was a goodly cedar, but in 
my dream it seemed that it reached far into tlie heavens, and 
spread its roots abroad to the springs of many waters, and shel- 
tered the birds of the air in its brjmches, and comforted the 
baiita of the field ivith its sliade. Then there come a beast out 
of t!ie moimiajn — a huge beast with a serpent between its eyes 
and homa upon its jaws — and leaned against the cedar, t^t tlie 
tree neither bent nor broke. So there came a great wind against 
the cedar — a mighty wind that riLshed and roared through its 
branches, till it rocked to and fro, bending and swaying to the 
blast — but the storm passed away, and the goodly tree atood firm 
and upright as before. Agam the face of heaven was darkened, 
and the fliunder roared above, and the lightning leaped from the 
cloud, and smote upon the cedar, and rent off one of its limba 
with a great ami teirible crash ; but when the sky cleared once 
Biore, tlie tree was a fair trefl yei. So I said iu my dream, 
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" BleBRed Is the cedar among the treei of the forest, for A 
linn Bhall not prevail against it." 

' Then I looked, and behold, the cedar vas already rotting, wi 
ita anna were withered up, and its head w!»b no longer bl«ok, for 
a little worm, and another, and yet another were creeping train 
within the bark, where thrv had been eating at ita heart. Then 
one drew near bearing fagguta on his nhoiilderH, and he builded* 
the iiiggota roimd the tree, and iet a light to them, and burned 
them with fire, and the worms fell out by myriads from the tree; 
and perished in the smoke. 

' Then said he unto rae, " John of Gischala, arise I 
is the Holy City, and tlie beaat is the might of the Itoman empir^ 
and the storm and the tempest are the iamine and the pestilenoe] 
and none of these shall prevail against it, save by the aid o~ 
enemies from within. Purge tliem therefore with fire, and i 
them with the sword, and crush them, ercn as the woi 
crushed beneath thy heei into the earth I " 

' And the interpretation of the dream hath remained with m* 
to this day, for is it not thus even now when the Roman i 
the gate, as it hath ever been with the Holy City in the time^ 
of old 7 

'When tlie Assyrian came up against ber, was not liia hort 
greater in number than the sands of the sea-shore ? But he ra- 
tired in discomfiture from before her, because she was true « 
herself. Would Nebuzar-adan have put his chains on our peopled 
neck, had Gedaliah acorned to accept honour from the conqueroii 
and to pay Iiim tribute ! When Pompey pitched bis camp fl 
Jericho and surrounded the Holy City with his legions, did no 
Ariatobulus play the traitor and oiTer to open flie gateT « 
wlien the soldiers mutinied, and prerented so black a treoeon, i 
not Hyreanus, who waa afterwards high-priest, assist the besiegen 
from within, and enable them t« gain possession of the town"! 
In later days, Herod, indeed, who was Bumamed the T "^ 
forHiied JeruBalera like a soldier and a patriot ; but eveo I 
our warrior king, soiled his hands with Roman goh!, and I 
his head to the Roman yoke. Will you tell me of Agrippa'a waJl, 
reared by the namesake and succeasor of the mighty monarch fl 
Why was it never finished ? Can you answer me that 7 I trow 
je knoiv too well ; there was fear of displeasing Cicsar, there w 
the old shameful truckling to Rome. Tliis is the leaven tha 
leaveneth all our leaders; this fa the palsy t]iat withereth ail o 
effort*. Is not the chief who defended Jotapata now a guest 
the lent of Titus? lanot Agrippa the younger a sUiunch adherent 
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of Teepasifln 7 la lie not a mere procurator of the empire, for 
the province, foraooth, of Judaa ? 

' And shall we learn nothing from our hiatory 7 Nothing from 
tlie events of our own linjes, from the ecenea we oiiraelvPB witnewi 
dav by day 7 Must the cedar fall because we fail to destroy the 
wdfEUs that are eating at its core 7 Slmll Jerusalem be desecrated 
bccnuse we fear to denoimoe the hand that would deliver her to 
the foe 1 We have a plague-spot in the nation. We have an 
enemy in the town. We have a traitor in the council. EleaEar 
Ben-Manaliem I I bid thee Btand forth ! ' 

There ia an instinct of danger whicli seems to warn tlie slates- 
man tike tile mariner of eoming stormB, giving him time tfl trim 
hia sail, while Uiey are yet below the horizon. When the a.isem- 
bled Senate turned their startled looks on Eleazoi-, they beheld a 
EOtmtenancfl unmoved by the suddonneflfl and gravity of the 
accusation, a bearing that denoted, if not conacions innocence, at 
least a fixed resolution to wear it'? aemblnnce without a shadow 
of weakness or fear, 

Pointing to bia dusty garmentR, and the stains of toil upon his 
hands and person, he looked round frankly among the Eldera, 
rather, as it seemed, appealing to the Senate than nnsireiiiig his 
accuser, in liis reply, ' These sbould be suflicient proofs,' said 
he, ' if any were wanting, that Eleanar Ben-Manaheni hath not 
been an instant absent from hia peat, I have but to strip the 
gown from my breast, and I can show yet deeper marks to attest 
iny loyalty and patriotism. I have not grudged my own blood, 
nor the biood of my kindred, and of my Other's houwj, to defend 
ihe walla of Jerusalem. John of GiMliala hath dealt with yon 
in parables, but I speak to you in the plain language tif truth. 
Thia right hand of mine ia hardened with grasping sword and 
spear against the enemies of Judah ; and I would cut it off with 
its own fellow, ere I stretched it forth in amity to the Roman or 
tlie heathen. Talk not to me of thy worms and thy cedars ! 
John of 0-ischala, man of blood and rapine — apeak out thine 
iccuaation plainly, that I may answer it 1 ' 

John waa stepping angrily ibrward, when he was arrested by 
the voice of a venerable long-bearded senator. ' It ia not meev 
said the sage, ' that accuser and accused should bandy words in 
the presence of tlie Council. John of Giaehala, we aummon thee 
to lay the matter at once before the Senate, warning thee that an 
ftccuaafion without proofs will but recoil upon the head of hiio 
'who brings it forward.' 
^V ilobn Piniled in j,Tini triiimpb. 
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' Elders oi Israel,' aaid he, ' I accuse Eltuizar Beo-JtlaiuUiem oT 
oflering terms to tlie enemy.' 

lileazar Btarted, but recovered himself iaatanbmeoualy. It was 

r to the knife, as well lie knew, between him and John. I!^ 
must not seem to liesitate now when liis ascendancy amongst Lhg 
people was at aach a. crisis. He took the plunge at once. 

' And I reply,' he exclaimed, indignantly, ' that rather than. 
make terms with tlie Roman, I would plunge the sword into a 

B body.' 

i murmur of applause ran through the assembly at th 
spirited declaration. The accused had great weight amongst ti 
nobility and the national party in Jerusalem, of which Ae CouiM 
chicHy consisted. Could Eleazar but persevere in his denial 
communication with Titus, he must triumph signally over h 
adversary ; and, to do him justice, there was now but lit) 
personal ambilioD mingled with his desire for supremacy. I 
was a fanatic, but he was a patriot as weh. He believed i 
tilings were lawful in the cause of Jerusalem, and trusting to tl 
secret way by which Calcbaa had left the city for the Bonn 
camp, and by which he felt assured he must have i-etumed, i 
thanks to John's precautions, nothing had been heard of k 
arrival at the Great Gate and subsequent arrest, he resolved 
persevere in his denial, and trust to his personal influence i 
carry things with a high hand. 

' Tbei'e hath been a communication made from his own hoiu 
and by one of Jiis own family, to the Eoman commander,' urg« 
John, but with a certain air of deference mid hesilation, for 1 
perceived the favourable imprension made on the Council by Ii 
adversary, and he was crafty enough to know the advantage > 
reserving Itis convincing proofs for the last, and taking the tide 
opinion at the turn. 

' I deny it,' said Eleazar, fiimly. ' The children of Bei 
Manahem have no dealings with the heathen ! ' 

' It is one of the seed of Ben-IHanaliem whom I accuee,' v 
plied John, htiU addressing himself to the Eldei-s. ' I can proi 
he hath been seen going to and fro, between the canip and th 
oily.' 

' His blood he on his own head 1 ' answered Eleazar, solemnljp 
He had a vague hope that after all they might but have inter 
cepted some poor half-etarved wretch whom the panga of hunge 
had driven to the enemy. 

John Jooked back amongst hia adlierents crowding in tht 
that led towards llie Temple. ' I speak not v/ilhimt proota,' 
he; ' bring forward tiie prisoner 1 ' 
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llierc was a slight ecuBlc iimon^jst tliG thratig, ami a murmiu 
which Bubaidcd aluioet iimncdialcly as two young fiicii nitpi-med 
iu the Court, leading between them a figure, having ita haiida 
tit^, and a mantle thrown over its head. 

' EleAzar Ben-Uanalicm ! ' raid John, in a loud, clear voiue 
that seemed lo ring amongst the porticoes and piiiuaclee of ihe 
overhanging Temple, ' Btand forth, and speak tlie truth ! Is not 
tliiii man thy brother ? ' 

At the same moment, the mantle viaa drawn from tlit )>ri- 
wner'B head, revealing the mild and placid featurei of Calchas, 
who looked round upon the Council, neither intimidated nor 

Tlie Senate gazed in each other's f:ii!ca with concern nnd 
aataniahnient : John seemed, indeed, in a fair way of siibsUm- 
liating his accusation ngainst the inAn they most trusted in all 
Jerusalem. The accuser continued, with an afiectation of ealm 
nuprejudiced judgment, in a cool and dispassionate voice ; 

' Tliis man was brought to the Great Gate to-day, under a 
guard of honour, direct from the Roman camp. I happened 
to be present^ and the captain of tlie gate handed liini over at 
once to me. I appeal to the Council whether I exceeded my 
duty in arrei^ting him on tlie ^ot, permitting him no communi- 
cation with any one in tlie town, until I had brought him before 
them in th'" Court. I soon learned that he was the brother 
of Eleazar, one of our most distinguialied leaders, to wibom more 
than to any other the defence of the uity has been entrusted, 
who knows better tJian any one our weakness and the extremity 
of otir need. By my orders he was searched, and on liis jiorwiii 
was found a scroll, jiurporting to be from no less n person tlian 
the commander of tiie Tenth Legion, an officer second only in 
authority to Titus him^If, and addressed to one £sca, a Gentile, 
living in the very house, and I am informed a meniber of the 
very family, of Eleazar Ben-Manahem, tliis elder in Judah, this 
chief of the Zealots, this member of the Senate, this adviser in 
council, this man whose right hand Is hardened with sword uud 
ppear, but who would cut it off with his left, rather tlian that it 
dimdd traffic with the enemy I I demand &om tlie Council 
an order for the arrest of Eaca, tl)»t he too may be brought 
before it, and confronted with him whose bread he eats. Prom 
ibe moulh of three offenders, our wise men may peradvcntiu-o 
elicit tlic truth. 

If I hare erred in my ^eal let t'.ie Senate reprove mo. U 
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Eleazar can purge bimEetf from my accuaadon, let him d«fiWai 
Cillier'a grare, and call nie Uur and villain to my Tery beard ! ' 

The Senate, powerfully aiTectcd by John's appeal, and yi 
unable to believe in the treachery of one who had earned tlw 
entire confidence, seemed at a la^ how to act. The condt 
of the accused, too, afforded no olue whereby to judge of '. 
probable guilt or innocence. Hia cheek was very pale, and o 
he stepped forward a pace, as if to place himself at hia Ittotli 
side. Then he halted and repeated his former words, ' Hii bloi 
be on hia own head,' in a loud and broken voice, tuniill 
away the while, and glaring round upon the senators like b 
fierce animal faken in the toils. Calchaa, too, kept bis eyes fi 
on the gi-ound ; and more than one observer remarked that i 
brothers Btudioualy abstained fiiDm looking each other in the fi 
There vraa a dead silence for several seconds. Then the siau 
who had before spoken, raised his hand to command attentii 
and thus addressed the Council : 

' This is a grave matter, involving as it docs not only die Ij 
and death of a son of Judah, but tJie honour of one of a 
noblest houses, and the safety, aay, the very existence of 
Holy City. A grave matter, and one which may not be t 
with, save by the highest tribunal in the nation. It must 
tried before our Sanhedi'im, which will assemble for ihe purp( 
without delay. Those of us here present who are memhl 
of that august body, will divest their minds of all they hi 
heard in this place to-day, and proceed to a clear and tinblas 
judgment of the matters that shall be then brougiht before tbi 
Nothing has been yet proved against Eleazw Ben-Manah« 
though his brother, and the Qentile who has to answer the m 
accusation, must be kept in secure word. 1 move thftt I 
Council, therefore, bo now dissolved, holding itself ready, neTi 
thelesB, seeing the immineat peril of the times, to reosssmble I 
an hour's notice, for the wellare of Judali, and the si ' 
of the Holy City.' 

Even while he ceased speaking, and ere the grave i 
broke up, preparing to di.'part, a wail was heard out^de t 
Court that chilled the very heart of each, as it rose and fell 1' 
B voice from the other world, repeating ever and again, in w 
unearthly tones, its solemn warning : ' Woe to Jemsaleni I ff 
to the Holy City I Sin, and sorrow, and desolation. Woe to li 
Holy City I Wue to Jerusalem I ' 
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The bigbest tribunal acknowledged by tlie Jewish law, tftking 
cojjnisance of mnttera especially afleoting die religitiua aud poli- 
ti(»l welfiire sf the nation, essentiidiy impartial iu its Jycisiona, 
and adiultting of no appeal from its Bontence, was tliat oa^uibly 
of Seventy, or rather of Seventy-three niembera, wliich was 
called the Sanhedrim. 

This court of justice waa Hupposed to esprces and embody the 
Dpinioofi of the whole nation, consisting aa it did of a number 
■which aubdivided wonld have gSven six representatives for eaoh 
tribe, besides a president to rule the proceedings of the whole. 
The latter, who was termed the Nasi or Prince of the Sanhe- 
drim, was necessarily of ilJiiatrious bii'th, venerable yeai's, and 
profound experience in all mutters connected with the law — not 
only the actual law aa laid down by inapiration for the guidance 
of the Chosen People, but also the traditional law, with its infi- 
nite variety of cuatoma, precedenta, and cei'emonious ohaervances, 
which had been added to, aud as it were overlaid on the other, 
much to the detriment of that Eimpler code, which came dirout 
&om heaven. 

The members themBelves of this Bupreme council were of 
noble blood. In no nation, perhaps, waa the pride of birth more 
cherished than amongst the Jews; and in buch an aMemhlago 
aa the Sanhediim, untainted lineage waa the first indiapensablo 
qualili cation. The majority, indeed, consisted of prie^ and 
Levites ; but other families of secular distinction who could 
count their ancestors elep by step, from generation to generation, 
through the Great Captivitv, and all the vicissitudea of their 
histoi'y, back to the magnificence of Solomon and the glories 
of David's warlike reign, liad their representativea in this solenin 
conclave. 

Not only waa nobility a retjuirecient, but also maturity of 
years, a handsome pcison, and a dignified benring ; nor were 
mental attainments held in less regard than the adventitious 
advantages of appearance and statian. Every elder of the Son- 
.hedrim waa obhged to study physic, to become an adept in 
the science of divination ia all its branchea, comprising astrology, 
the casting of nativities and horoacopes, the prediction of future 

inta, and those mysteries of White Magic, as it waa called, 

' h bordered so narrowly on the forbidden limits of (he Black 
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Art. He waa nlso required to be an excellent litiguwt,* and was 
indetd eupposcil to be proficient in tbe Bcvcnty languages, be- 
lieved to comprise ali the tonguea of tbe babilable eaith. 

No eunuch nor deformed perBon could aspire to bold ii plan 
in ttiia august body, no uaoxer, no sabbath-breaker, none iAok 
were in the practice of any unlawlul buainees or overt mi^ 
Those who sat in the highest place of the Jewish nation, vr^ 
riOcd her councils and held the right of life and death ore 
her children, must be prudent, learned, blameless nten, deckel 
with the patent of true nobility both in body and mind, ^ 

The Sanhedrim, in its original constitution, was the on^ 
Court which had tbe right of judging capital cases; and tbli 
right, involving so grave a roaponaibility, it waa carefiil to pnl 
Merve during all the calamities of tbe nation, until it fell ondlj 
the Eoman yoke. The empire, however, reserved to itself fl 
power of condemning its criminals to deatb ; but i 
bad the Jews broken out once more in open rcaiatanc 
eonquerora, than the Sanhedrim Tesumed all its former privily 
*nd sat again in judgment upon its countrymen. 

In a large circular chamber, half within and half witliout tl 
Temple, this awlul Court held ita deliberations, tbe membi 
ranged in order by seniori^, occupying the outer Bcmic' 
as it waa not lawful to sit down in tbe sacred precincts, 
chamber was now the theatre of a aolemn and imposing Beene* . 

The hall itself, which, though wide and lofty, appeared of y 
larger proportions from its circular form, was bung rotind in 
cloth of a dark crimson colour, tliat added much to the prevEuS 
aentimenta of gloom which its appearance called forth. Ovel 
entrance was suspended a curtain of the aame hue ; and 
accused who miderwent examination in this di'eaded locat 
Ibund themselves encircled by on unbroken wall the colour 
bloD<l. A black carpet was spread on the floor, bordered witK 
wide yellow margin, on which were written in black IIelB«l 
characters certain texts of tbe law, inculcating punishment ralJic 
than pardon, inflexible justice rallier than a leaning toward 
mercy and forbearance. The heart of the guilty died witlii 
him aa he looked uneasily around; and even the innocent migt 
well quail at these preparations for a trial over wliich an exactifl 
geverity waa so obviously to hold sway. 

The Sanhedrim were accustomed to assemble in an outer 
chamber, and march in grave procession to the court of trtat. 
The crimson curtain, drawn by an unaeen hand, rolled slowly 



from the door, and the members, dressed i 
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fUTB and took thvii' placee m order. As they eiitei^d, llicir 
names wei'<i caOed over by an oiBcial concealed behind ilie 
haDginga; and each man notified his aiTivol as he passed oa to 
hia seat, t>y tlie solemn answer ; 

' Here I In the presence of the Lord 1 ' 

Jjast of all, the President made hia appearance, and assumed a 
higher chair, Bet apfirC a little from the rest. 

Then the yonngest member offered up a ahort prayer, to which 
the whole asaembly responded with a deep and feiTent Amen ! 
The Court was now considered to he opened, and qualified for 
the trial of all causes that should bo brought before it during ita 
eitting. 

On the present occasion tlie junior member was a Levite, 
nearly tliree-acore years of age, of a stately presence, which ho 
had preserved notwithstanding the hardahipa of the siege, and 
who retained much of his youthful comeliness with the flowing 
heard and grave countenance of maturer years. Phineas Ben- 
Ezra posaessed the exterior qualitiea by which men are prone lo 
be influenced, with a ready tongue, a scheming brain, and an un- 
scmpuious heart. He was attaclied to Johu's faction, and a hitt«r 
enemy of the Zealots, by whom he had himaelf been formerly 
accused of treaaonablo correspondence with Vespaainn ; an ac- 
cusation that he refuted to hia own exultation and the utter 
confhaion of his enemies, but which those who had the btint 
meana of judging believed to be true nevertheless. He took hia 
suat now with an expression of cold triumph on his handsoino 
features, and exchanged looks with one or two of the colloagueH 
who seemed deepest in hia confidence, that the latter knew too 
well boded considerable dunger to the accused whom they were 
about to try. 

The Prince of the Sanhedrim, Matthias the son of Boethiis, 
who had ah-cady filled the office of high-prieat, waa a stera and 
conscientious man of the old Jewish party, whose opinions indeed 
were in accordance with those of Eleazar, and who entertained, 
besides, a personal friendship for tliat deteiTnined entJmsiast, but 
whose indexible obstinacy was to be moved by no earthly eon- 
sideration from the narrow path of duty which he believed his 
sacred character compelled him to observe. 

Uis great age and austere bearing commanded considerable 
influence among his countrymen, enhanced by tlie high office he 
bad pi-evioualy tilled ; noi was he the less esteemed that His 
seveie and even morose disposition, while it gained him few 
friends, yieldi.id no confidcncca and afforded no opportimity fof 
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tlie display of iLose Iiuman veakneflnea by ivm 
their nfTeclionB, wJiiie he loses the command over his ft 
nreatures. His face waa Tei^ pale and grave now, as he n 
haughtily to the seat reserved for him; and hia dark I 
rol)08, decorated, in right of his former priesthood, with oertflinl 
mystic Bymbola, Beemed weU-fitted to the character of a Ht«m and t 
infiexible judge. Tlio other members of the ansembly, thotigh 
vniying in form and feature, wore distinguished one and all by a 
family likenass, originating probably in similarity of habiti and 
opinions, no leea than in a common nationality and lie sharing of 
a common danger, growing daily to its wornt. The dark flaebbig , 
eye, the deep sallow tint, the curving nostril and the vm*&lt J 
beard, were no more distingnishlng marks of any one individiaJ' 
in the assembly, than were his long black gown and his expresdsk 
of BcyerG and inscrubibie giavi^' ; but eren these universal eharti^-| 
t«riatics were not so remarkable aa a certain ominous shadow S 
cast iti gloom upon the face of eaoh. It waa the shadoir 4^ 
that foe against whom eword and spear, and ehield, and JaTeliS|( 
bodily strength, dauntless courage, and skill in the art of MB 
were all powerless to make head — the foe who was imrfUiUlF 
because he lay at the very heart of the fortress. The 
anxious, longing look of hunger was on the faces even of ^H 
the noblest and the moat powerftil behind the wall. They li 
Btorea of gold and eilver, rich silks, sparkling jewels, costly n '' 
within their houses ; hut there was a want of bread, and f 
uneasy famine had set his seal, if not as deeply at least a 
upon these faces in the Sanhedrim as on that of the I 
ioldier, who girded his sword-belt tighter to stay his pangs, as Ai 
stood pale and wasted in his armour on the Himp.artB, over againl 
Ihe foe. 

There was a husli for several seconds after the Prinoe <^ tin 
Sanhedrim had taken his seat, and the general prayer had t 
offered up. It was broken at length by Matthias, who roM wil 
slow impressive gestures, drew his robe around him so na to ^T 
play the sacred symbols and cabalistio figures with which its hen 
was gamiahed, and spoke in steni and mtjasured tones! 

' Princes of the Housa of Judah,' said he, ' Elders and NobM 
and Prieata and Levites of the nation, we are met oncfl n 
to-day, in accordance with our ancient prerogative, for the riflii^ 
of ft grave and Kerious matter. In this, tl)e highest Council t 
our countiy, we adhere to the same forma that hare been hando 
down to UB by our fatliers from the carlifat times, even from thefr 
sojourn in the wilderness, that have been prcsci-ved through ths 
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Great Captivity of our natioo, that may have been prohibited by 
OUT conquerora, but that vre have resumed with that independenoe 
which we hftTe rcoenlly aaaerted, and which the Ruler to whom 
alone wg owe allegiance will assuredlj enable ua to atuin. We 
will not part with one iota of our privilegea, and least of all with 
our jurisdiction in matters involving life and death ; a jurisdiction 
OS inseparable from our very existence aa the Tabernacle itael^ 
which we have accompanied through ao many vicissitudes, and 
with which we are eo closely allied. That inferior assemblage 
from wLich our chosen body is selected has already considered 
the heavy accusation, which haa collected ua here. They have 
decided that the matter is of too ^ave a character to be dealt 
with by their oivn experience — that it involves the condemnation 
to death of one if not two members of the illuslxiaua family of 
Ben-Monaiiem — that it may deprive us of a leader who claims to 
be among the staunchest of our patriots, wbo haa proved himself 
the bravest of our defenders. But what then. Princes of the 
[louse of Judoh, Elders and Nobles, and Priests and Levites of 
the nation 7 Shall I apare the pruning-hook, because it ia the 
heaviest branch in my vineyard thnt ia rotting fi'om its stem ? 
Shall I not rather lop it off with mine oivn h.md, and ca^t it from 
me into the consuming fire 7 If my brother be guilty shall I 
screen him, brother though he be ? Shall I not rather hand 
him over to the Avenger, and deliver my own soul 7 We are all 
assembled in our places, ready to hear attentively, and t« try 
impartiaUy, whatsoever accusations may be brought before ua. 
Phineas Ben-E^ra, youngest member of the Sanhedrim, I call on 
thee to count over thy coileaguea, and proclaim aloud the earn 
thei'eof.' 

In compliance with established usage, Phineas, thus adjured, 
rose from Ida seat, and walking gravely through the hall, told off 
its inmates one by one, in a loud and aolemn voice, then finding 
the tale to be correct, slopped before the high chair of the Nasi, 
and proclaimed thrice ; 

'Prince of tlie Sanhedrim, the mystic number ia complete I' 

The President addressed him again in the prescribed for- 

la! 

Phineas Ben-Ezra, are we prepared to try each cause oo- 
; to the traditions of our nation, and the strict letter of the 
Do we abide by the decifdons of wisdom without favour, 
and jiistice without mercy 7 ' 

Then the whole Sanhedrim repeated aa with one voice, ' Wis- 
dom without favour, and juatioe without mercy 1 ' 
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TLe Prcaicleul uuw seated liimaelf, and looked once more 
PhineiiB, who, aa the youngest member present, was entitled t 
give hie opinion first. The lutter, answering hU glance, rose t 
ancc and addressed his fellows in a tone of diffidence which won 
have seemed nuBpiaced in oce of liia venerable appearance, I 
he not been amrounded by men of far greater age tha,n himsa 
' 1 am but S3 a disciple,' said he, ' at the feet of a master, 
pienence of Matthias the son of Boethus, and my honoured c 
leagues. Submitting to their experience, I do but venture to ai 
a question, vfithout preamning to offer ray own opinion on i 
merits. Sup^ioBing diat the Sanhedrim should be required to ti 
one of itfl own number, is it lawful that he should rem 
B9 it were, in judgment upon himself?' 

Eleazar, who was present in his place as a member of iJ 
august body, lelt that this attack was frpecially directed a 
liis own safety. He knew the virulence of the speaker, ai 
rancorous enmity to the Zealot^ and leeogniaed the danger 
himself of exclusioa from Uie coming deliberations. He waa 
Ihe act of rising in indignant protest against such an assumptloi 
wlien he was forestalled by Matthias, who replied in tones -I 
slern displeasure : 

' He muHt indeed be a mere disciple, and it will he long erel 
is worthy of the name of master in the Sanhedrim, who has yet 
learn, that our deliberations are uninfluenced by aught we hs 
heard or seen outside the chamber — that we recognise in oi 
august office no evidence but the proofs that are actually brou^ 
before ns here. Phineaa Ben-Ezra, the Court is osaemblect 
admit accusers and accused. Must I tell thee that we are 81 
ignorant of the cause we are here to try ? ' 

The decision of the Nasi, whicli was in accordance with trau,^ 
tional observance and estAblished custom, afforded Eleazar 
moment's respite, in which to resolve on the course 
adopt ; but though Lis mind was working busily, he sat parfed^ 
unmoved, and to all outward appearance calm and confidea' 
whilst the hangings were again drawn hack, and the tread of fe 
announced tlie approach of accuser and accused. 

The latter -wem now two in number ; for by John's orders 
strong guard had already proceeded to Eleazar's house, and lai 
violent hands on Esca, who, conlident in his own innocence am 

Jie influence of his host, accompanied thctn without apprehel 

1 of danger into the presence of tlie awfiil aaaembly. T' 

ton's surprise was however great, when he found himself c 
fronted with Cnlchas, of whose arrest, so skilllrdly had Johj 
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ttnaaged it, he was as imconacioua as the ceHt of the beaeged. 
The two prisonera were not permitted to commtinicate with each 
Other ; ami it was only from a warning glance shot at him by hia 
feUow-Bufl'erer, that Esca gathered they were both in a situation 
of extreme peril. 

It was not without considerable anxiety that Eleazar remarked, 
when the curtains were drawn back, how a large body of armed men 
filled tlie adjoining cloister of the Temple ; like the guard who 
watched the prisoners, theee were partisans of John ; and so well 
aware were the Sanhedrirn of that fierce Boldier'a lawleaa diapoai- 
tion, that they looked uneasily from one to the other, with the 
painful reflection that ho was quite capable of massacring the 
whole conclave then and there, and taking the supreme govern- 
ment of the city into his own hands. 

It wnfl the influence, however, of no deliberative assembly that 
was feared by a man like John of Gischala. Fierce and reckleisB 
to the extreme, he dreaded only the violence of a character bold 
and unacmpulous as his own. Could he but pull Eleazar from 
the pinnacle on which he had hitherto stood, he apprehended no 
other rival. The chief of the Zealots was the only man who 
eoidd equal him in crail as well as in courage, whose stratagems 
were as deep, whose strokes were even bolder, than his own. 
The opportunity lie had desired so long was come, he believed, at 
last. In that circular chamber, tliought John, before that council 
of stern and cruel dotards, he was about to throw the winning 
cast of hia game. It behoved him to play it ivarily, though 
courageously. If he could enlist the majority of the Sanhedrim 
on his own side, his rival's downfall whs certain. When he had 
assumed suprerae power in Jerusalem — and he made no doubt 
that would be his next step — it would be time enough to consider 
whether he too might not insure hia own safety, and make terms 
with Titus by delivering up the town to the enemy. 

Standing apart from the prisoners, and affecting an air of 
extreme deference to liis audience, John addressed the Nasi, in 
the tones mther of an inferior who excused himself for an exceaa 
of zeal in the performance of his duty, tlian of an equal denounc- 
ing a traitor and demanding justice lor on offence. 

' I leave my case,' said he, ' in the hands of the Sanhediim, 
appealing to them whether I have exceeded ray authority, or 
accused any man falsely of a crime which I am unable to prove. 
I only ask for the indulgence due to a mere soldier, who is 
chained with the defence of the city, and ia jealous of everything 
that can endanger her w>fety. Ei-om each member here present 
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without a ^gle exception, from Matthias tbe son of I 
Phineas Bcn-Bira of the family of Nebemiah, I implore a Sir( 

able hearing. Tiiere Btenda the man whom I secnred at n 
this dnj, coming dii'oct from Tltua, with a written ecroll upon li 
person, of which the superscription was to a certain Gen" 
dwelling in the house of Eleazor, who is also present before y 
and purporting to be in tlie writing of tliat warrior of the heatb 
who commands the Tenth L^ion. Was it not my duty t< 
such a roatter at once before the Council ? and was it noi 
dient that the Cotmcil fihould refer so grave a question t 
3(»nhedrim ■* ' 

Matthias beet bia brows atemly upon the fipeaker 
addressed him ; — 

' Thou art concealing thy thoughts from those to whose fi 
thou tnakest appeal. John of Gischala, thou art no unpractiM 
■oldier to draw a bow at a venture, and heed not where ll 
Htiail may strike, Speak out thine accusation, honestly, boldl 
without fear of maa, before the assembly, or for ever bold td 
peace 1 ' 

Thua adjui'ed, John of Gischala cast an anxious glance a' 
surrounding faces turned towards him, with varying t 
of expectation, anger, encouragement, and miatruHt. 
looked boldly at the President, and made his acousatton t 
the Sanhedrim as ha had already made it before the Counoil: 

' I charge Eleazar Ben-MaoAhem,' said he, ' '\rith treason, 
I charge these two men aa his irstnirapntia. Let them i 
tliemadvea if they can I ' 



CHAPTER IX. 



I rAVED nAi.i,, 



All eyes were now turned on Eleaaar, who sat unmoved in t 
place, affecting a composure which he was far fi'om feeling, 
mind, indeed, was tortured to agony, by the coniUot that t 
on within. Should he stand boldly forward and confess thw 
had aent his own hrothor into the Eoman camp, with proposa 
for surrender 1 Well he knew, that such a confesfdon wool 
be tantamount to placing hia neck at once under Jolm I 
Gischala'a foot. Who amongst his most devoted partizsna woul 
have courage to profess a belief in hia natriotic motives, or a]lo| 
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that he wa» wtiafied with die eiplnnation offered for Buch a 
flagrant act of treason 7 The conilemnation of the Sanhedrim 
would be llie signal for hia downfall and his death. When he 
waa gone who would be left to save Jej-usa!om ? This waa the 
consideration that affected him, far more than any peraonal 
iipprehenaiona of danger or disgrace. 

On the other hand, should he altogether renoiince hia brother, 
aud disavow the authority he had given liim ? It haa already 
been said, that as far as he loved any living being, he loved 
Calohas; perhapa had it not been bo, he might have ahrunk from 
the dLigrace of abandoning one who had acted under hia own im- 
mediate orders, and risked no much in obeying them ; but in the 
depths of hia fierce heart, something whispered that aelf-sacrifice 



I essentially akin to duty, and that becai 
therefore he must offer up hia brother, as a man 
at the altar. 

NeTertheleas, he ran hia eye hastily over 
colleagties, aa they sat in grave deliberation, 
rapidly the score of fiienda and foes. It was 
yet he knew there were many who would take their npiniona 
Irom the Nasi ; and from that stem old man he conld expect 
nothing but the severity of impartial justice. He dared rot look 
at Cttlchan, he dared not cover hia face with his hand to gain a. 
brief respite from the cold grave eyes that were fixed upon him. 
It was a bitter moment, b\it he reflected that, in the cause of 
Jerusalem, aliame and suffering and sorrow 
■acred, and he resolved to aacrilicc all, ei 
blood, to his ascendancy ia the town. 

Ho waa apared the pain, however, of si 
with his own hand. Matthjaa, acmpulouHii 
hud decided that until tlie accusation against him was supported 
by some direct evidence, no member of the Sanhedrim could be 
placed in tlie position of a culprit. He therefore determined to 
interrogate the prisoners himself, and ascertain whether anytliing 
would be elicited of bo grave a nature aa to cause Elcaznr'a ana- 
pensioa from hia present office, and the consequent reassembling 
of the whole Sanhedrim ; a delay that in the present critical state 
of matters it waa desirable to avoid, tlie more so that the day 
was already &r advanced, and tlie morrow waa the Sabbath. 

He therefore ordered the two prisoner to be placed in the 
centre of tlie hall ; and, looking sternly towards the accused, began 
his interrogations in the severe accents of one who ia an avenger . 
rather than a judge. 
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The mild eye aac) placid demeanour of Calc}iaaaK>rdud a si 

SODtrast to the frowniiig brows and flashing glances of the NaaL 

' Your name, old man,' said the hitter, abruptly. ' Your oaiu 
lineage, and generation ? ' 

' Calchas the son of Simeon,' vrna tlxc reply, ' the eon of U 
oahem, of the house of Miicahem, and of the tribe of Judah.' 

'Art thou not the brother of Elcazar Ben-Manahem, who i 
dtting yonder in his place as a member of the Sanhedrim, befcxrf 
whom thou hast to plead 7 ' 

Ere be replied, Calchaa stole a loot at Kleazar, who foi'ced 
himself to retnm it. There was something in the elder brother'ii 
llice that caused the yonnger to turn hia eyea away, and ben 
tiicm on the ground. 

The fierce old PreBident, impatient of that momentaiy deli 
broke out angrily : 

'Nay, look up, manl no aubterfiigea will avail thee hep 
Remember the fate of those who dare to lie in the presence c 
the Sanhedrim I' 

Calcbas fixed his eye on the President's in mild rebuke. 

' I am in a higher presence than thine, Matthias son of Boethm^ 
said he; 'neither need the children of Manahem be adjured t 
Bpeak truth before God and man I ' 

' Haet thou heard the accnsation brought against thee by Joh 
of GischalaT' proceeded the Nasi. ' Canst thou answ 
an open broiv and a clean heart 7 ' 

' I heard the chaise,' replied Calchaa, ' and I am ready t 
answer it for myself, and for him who is in bonda by my ei "" 
Have I permission to clear myself before the Sanhedrim 1 ' 

' Thou wilt have enough to do to slip thine own neck out < 
the yoke,' answered Matthias, sternly. ' Colleagues,' he addd 
looking roimd, ' ye have haird the accuser — ivill ye now listen t 
the ocoused 7 ' 

Then Phineas, spealdng for the rest, answered : ' We will hei 
him, Nasi, without favour, we will judge him without mercy.' 

Thus encouraged, Calchaa shook the white hair from his bron 
and entered boldly on his defence. 

' It is true,' said lie, ' that I have been outside the walls, 
true that I have been in tlie Roman camp, nay, tliat I have 
in the very presence of Titus himself. Shall I tell tlie aflaei 
of the strength of Rome, of the discipline of her armies, of th 
late reinforcement of her legions 7 Shall I tell tliem that I b 
the very ausiliariea eating wheaten bread and the flee^ of k 
and sheeji, whilst my couiilrymcn are stiirving behind the i"alla; 



THE PA^Tili HALL. 



349 



Sliall I fell tlieiii that we are ontnumbered by our foes, ami ure 
ourselvus weakened by dissensions, and wasting our stieneth and 
cniin^e day by day 7 Shall I tell them that I read on the face of 
Titiw confidence in himself and reliance on Ilia anny, and, even 
with a conviction thnt he slioiild prevail, a wish to show pity and 
clemency to the vanquished 7 All tliis they already know, all 
this must make it needless for me to enter into any defence be- 
yond a simple statement of my motives. Nay, I have gathered 
intelligence from the Roman camp," he added, now fixing his eyoa 
oQ his brother, to whom he had uo other means of imparting the 
answer, which the Prince had confided to him tlirough LioiniuB 
byword of mouth, — ' intelligence, the importance of which ehould 
well bear me harmless, even had I committed a greater oflence 
than escaping from a beleagueied town to hold converse with the 
enemy. Titus,' be spoke now iu a loud clear voice, of whicli 
■ ■ e building — ' Titiia bade me be 
la unalterable, to grant no fiirtlier 
delay, but, suiTender or no Etin-euder, io enter JeruBalem the 
day after the Sabbatli, and if he encountered resistance, to Jay 
waBte the Holy City with fire and sword I ' 

Eleazar started to his feot, but rccolleeted himself, and resumed 
his seat instantaneously. The action might well be interpreted 
as the mere outbreak of a soldier's energy, called, ae it were, by 
the sound of the trumpet to the wall. Tliie, llien, was what lie 
had gained, a respite, a reprieve of one day, and that one day he 
had pmxihaaed at the dear price of his brother's life. Yet oven 
now the fierce wan'ior reflected witli a grim delight, Low judi- 
ciously he had used the time accorded him, and how, when the 
proud Soman did make his threatened aasault, he would meet 
with a. reception worthy of the warlike fiimo ao long enjoyed by 
the Jewish nation. 

The rest of the Sanhedrim seemed scared and etiipelicd. Kvery 
man looked in his neighbour's face, and read there only dismay 
and blank despair. The crisis had been long threatening, and 
now it was at hand. Resistance ivas hopeless, escape impossible, 
and captivity insupportable. The prevailing feeling in the aa- 
sembly whs, neverUieless, one of indignation against tha bearer of 
such unwelcome tidings. 

The Nasi was the first to recover himself, yet even he seemed 
disturbed. ' By whose authority,' said he~-and every eye was 
turned on Eleazar while he spoke — ' by whose authority didst thou 
dure to enter thcciimpof the enemy, and traflic wilh the Gojitile 
who encompassetli the Holy Cily with bow and spcii i' 2 ' 
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The chief of the Zealots knew well that he wu Ae ohMTted i 

all his colleagues, many of whom woiild triuiuph at hia downiy 
whiht even his own partizatiB would detach themselves from i 
each to the beat of hia abilities, when his faction ceased to be i 
the ascendant. Ha knew, too, that on hia brother's answer hio 
not only hia life — which indeed he had risked too often to rate i 
a high value— but the stability of the whole fabric he had bw 
building for montha — the authority by which he hoped to aai 
Jerusoli^m and Judcea, fur which he grudged not to peril fa 
immortal soul ; and knowing all this, he forced hia features into 
sedate and solemn composure. He kept hia eye away from ll 
accused indeed, but £xed sternly on the President, and sal in fa 
place the only man in the whole of that panic-atrickea UMmU 
who appeared master of llie situation, and conHdent in himself 

Calchaa paused before ha answered, waiting till the atir » 
hushed, and the attention which had been diverted to hie broth 
settled once more on his own case. Then he addressed the Nu 
in bold Bunorous accents, hia form dilating, his face bri^teQin 
an he spoke : 

' By the authority of Ilim who came to bring peace on eartii- 
by the authority that is aa (hr greater than that of Saahedrim, Q 
priest, or conquerar, as the heavens are higher than the sordj 
speck of dust on which, but for that authority, we should ool 
Hwarm and grovel and hve one little hour, like the insecta daDcin 
m the BunbeumB, to die at the close of day — I a. 
Could I beor to Bee my country wasted by tlie armed hand, i 
torn by the trampling hoof? I love my neighbour aa myaffl 
Could I bear to know that hia grasp was day by day on hia brother 
throat? I have learned fl-ommy Master that all are brethr« 
besieger and besieged, Roman and barboriim, Jew and Geotit 
bond and free. Are they at variance, and shall I not set them ] 
one? Are their sworda at each other's breasts, and shall I n( 
Step between and bid tliem be at peace ? By whose authority 
dost thou ask me, Matthias son of Boethua 7 By Hia authoril 
who came to you, and ye knew Him not. WTio preached to jtf 
aiid ye heeded Ilim not. Who would have saved you in his o« 
good time from the great desolation, and ye reviled Him, at 
judged him, and put Him to death on yonder hill I' 

Even tlio Piince of the Sanhedrim waa staggered at the d 
Didn's boldness. Like other iniluential men of his nation, 1 
could not ignore the sxiateiice of a well-known aeot, wbioh hi 
already ejtchaoged Ha title of Nawirenss for that of Chriatiana, tl 
name In which it waa hereafrer to spread itaell' over the whot 
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nrtli ! but the very mention of theao self-devoted men waa an 
Abomination in his ears, and the lost house ia which he cunld 
IiuvQ expected to find a votary of the cross, vfoa that of Eleazar 
Ben-Manakem, chief of Buch a party as the Zealots, and ground- 
ing his influence on liie exclusive nationality and strict adhesion 
to the vevy bigotiy of the Jewish law. He looked on Calchaa for 
a apace, as if sciircely believing hia eyes. Then there came over 
his features, ulivays stem and hareb, an expression of pitiless 
Kveri^, and he addressed his coUeaguea, rather tJian the accused. 

' Thia ia even a graver matter than I had thought for,' said he, 
in a low yet distinct voice, that made itself heard in tlie jarthest 
corner of the Court. ' Princes of the house of Judah, Elders 
and Nobles, and Priests and Levitea of the nation, I am but tlie 
infitrument of your will, the weapon wielded by your collective 
might. Is it not the duty of mina office that I smite and spare not ?' 

'Smite and spare not!' repeated Phincas ; and the whole 
asaembly echoed the mercilesB verdict. 

There was not one dissentient, not even Eleazar, sitting gloomy 
and resolved in his place. 

Then Matthias turned once more lo Calchas, and said, still in 
the eame suppressed tones : 

' Thou epcakest in parables, and men may not address the Sun- 
hedrim save in the brief language of fact. Art thou then one of 
those acourscd Nazareaes who have called themselves Christians 
of late?' 

' I am indeed a Christian.' answered Calchas, ' and I glory iti the 
name. Would that tliou, Matthias son of Boethus, and these the 
elders of Judah, were partakei's with me in all that name afords.' 

Then he looked kindly and joyfully in Eleaiar'a lace, for he 
knew that he had saved his brother. 

Tlie corslet of the latter rattled beneath hia long block robe 
with the shiver that ran through his whole irame. The tension 
was taken off hia nerves at last, and the reUef was great, but it 
was purchased at too dear a price. Now that it was doomed, he 
felt the value of hie brother's life. Ke was totally umuonned, and 
shifled uneasily in his seat, not knowing what to do or say 
They seemed to have changed places at last — Culchaa to have 
aseamed the bold unyielding nature, and Eleazar the loving tendei 

He recovered himself, however, biilbre long. The ruling pas- 
sion triumphed once more, as he antieipated tlie discomfiture of 
bis rival, and the speedy renewal of hia own ascendancy amongst 
his -coualrymeQ. 
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The Prince of the Sanliedrim I'dkctcd for u few mometita lefl 
lie turned bis ievcre frown on Ebcs, and said : 1 

' What doth thia Geniiie here in the Court of the SonliediittM 
Let Iiim speak wliat lie knoweth iu this niatl«r, ei'e ]ie answer id 
own crime. Thy teetiiiiaiiy at least auiy ha valid,' ho addeS 
BOOrnJiilly, ' for thou surely art not a Christian ? ' 1 

Tho Briton raised his head proudly to reply. If there wna id 
of holy meeknesa in his demeanour tiiaa m Ihnt of Colchna, thM 
was the same bold air of triumph, the same obvious defiance a 
consequences, usunliy displayed by those who sealed their tcstH 
moBy mth their blood. m 

'I am B, Christian,' said he. ' I conlesa it, and I too, like am 
teacher there, glory in the name ! I will nut deny the bannn 
imdtr which 1 serre. i will fight under that banner, even a 
the death.' ■ 

The Nasi's very beard bristled with indignation ; he cai]ght vM 
the akirt of liia mantle, and tore it asunder to tLe hem. Th^M 
raising the pieces thus rent above his head, he cried out in a low 
voice, ' It is enough I They have spoken blasphemy before tU 
Sanhedrim. There is nothing more but to pronoimce iiomediaH 
sentence of death. Phincas Ben-Ezra, bid tSy coUeagucs adjouia 
lo the Stone-paved Hall ! ' J 

Then the assembly rose in silence, and, marching gravely tmj 
by two, passed out into an adjoining chamber, which was pavedl 
and roofed, and faced with stone. Here alone was it lawful H 
pass sentence of death on those whom the Sanhedi'im had cosj 
deinned ; and liere, while their judges stood round them in.4 
circle, tlie prisoners with their guard fronting the Nasi took \hvm 
position in the midst. The latter stooping 'to the gi'oimd 'wca| 
iJirough tlie form of collecting a handM of dust and tliruwing ■ 
into the air. J 

' Tliue,' said he, ' your Hvea are scattered to tlie wiiidK, aim 
your blood recoils on your own heads. You, Calclias the Bond 
Simeon, the son of Manahem, of the house of Mauahem, aiM 
you, Gentile, caJled Esca on the scroll which has been deliveiqil 
into jny hand, shall be kept in secure ward till to-morrow H 
past, seeing that it is the Sabbath, and at morning's dawn on^dH 
first day of the week ye shall be stoned with stones in the OabM 
Court adjoining the Temple m 1 ye die ; and thus shall \m 
done, and more rilso, to those wh.~. are found guilty of blaspheiwi 
in the presence of the Sanhedrim I ' M 

Then turning to Eleazar, ivho £till retained bis forced Don 
potjure throughout the hideous scene, he added: , M 
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For tliee, E]eazur Ben-Manahem, thy Uiime is etill imlamiBhod 
in tlie nation, and thy pliwe Btill knows thee amongat thy brethren. 
The testimony of a Niiz.irene ia inTalid ; nnd no nccusution hatli 
yet been broixght against tliee supported hy any Tritncsa save 
these two coademned and accursed meni That thou hast no 
poi-tion, my brother, widi blEsphemera scarcely needs thine own 
unsupported word in tlie cars of the Sanliedrim !' 

Eleazar, with the same fixed white face, looked wildly round 
'lim on the assembled eldere, turmng up the sleeves of his gown 
the while, and moving his hands over laeh other as though he 
were washing them. 

' Their blood be on their own hend,' said he. ' I renciunce 
them from my family and my household — I abjure them, 1 wa^di 
my hands of thorn — their blood be on their own head 1 ' 

And while he spoke, the warning voice wa.i heard again out- 
side the Temple, causing even the bold heart of the Nasi to thrill 
with a wild and Tmaocustomed fuai' — the voice of the wailing 
prophet crying, ' Woe to Jerusalem 1 Woe to the Holy City 1 
Sin and sorrow and desolation 1 Woe to the Holy City ! -Woe 

ito JeruHaium 1 ' 
[ „„.,.,....., 
The man who lias resolved that he mil shake liimself -free from 
those human aliections and human weaknesses whicb, like the 
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corporeal necessities of hunger and tliirst, seem to have been 
given us for oar enjoyment rather than our discomfort, will find 
he undertakes a task too hard for mortal courage and for mortal 
strength. Without those pleasant accesaories, hke water and aun- 
sjiine, the simple and universal luxuries of mankind, existence 
may indeed drag on, but it can scarcely be called life. The Great 
Dispenser of all knows best. Ilia children are not meant to stanit 
rvlone, independent of each other and of Him. While they help 
their fellows, and trust in His strength, they are strong indeed ; 
but no sooner do they lean on the staff themselves have fashioned, 
than they stumble and fall. It wounds the hand that grasps it, 
Hud breaks too sorely when it is most needed at the last 

Eleazar believed, when ho quitted tlie Paved Hall in whioh tlie 
Sanhedrim pronounced, their sentence, that the bitterest drop viae 
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drained in the cup he had forced himself to qiia£ He 1 
anticipated the remorseful nuHery that awaited him in i 
home — the einpty aeata, where Ikey were not — the tacit n ^ 
of every familiar object — worst of ail, the meeting with 1 
amne, the ds.np^ter of his aSectioaa, the only child of his hoi 

All that ilreDjy Sabbath 'niomiag tbe Zealot ^t in lila deBd 
home, fearing — yea, he who aeemed to fear nothing ; to vhaSt 
the battle-cry of ahouting thouRanda on the wall waa but as i 
lieart-Btirring and inspiring mnBio — fearing the glance of a p^£ 
dark eye, the tone of her gentle voice — and that giil bis c 
daughter. There was no daily sacrifice in the temple now; t 
last cherished prerc^tive of tlie Jewish religion had been s 
pended. Hia creed forbade him to busy himself in any flirl 
measuroa of defence which woidd involve labonr on the Sac 
Day. He might not work with lever and crowbar at tjie bra 
All that could be done in ao short a space of time had berai d< 
by his directiona yesterday. He must ait idle in his etata 
dwelling, brooding darkly over hia brother's fete, or traverse I 
marble floor in reatlesa atridea, with clenched hands, e 
teeth, and a wild deapair raging at his heart. Tet he nei 
yielded nor wavered in hia fiinatical resolve. Had it all to t 
done once more, he would do the same again. 

One memory tliere was that he could not shake off— 
and dreary memory that sometimeB aeemed to soothe, and sosn 
times to mailden him. The image of Mariamne would c 
before his eyea, not aa now in her fair and periect womanhoc 
but as a helpless loving httle child, running to him with at 
stretched arms, and round cheeks wet with tears, asking him i 
the precious favourite that had gone with the rest of the flock I 
one of those great sacrifices with which the Jews kept their si 
featdvals — the kid that was hia child's playfellow — that hew 
hare ransomed, had he but known it in time, with whole hee 
tomba of aheep and oxen, ere it should have been destroy* 
The child had no mother even then ; and he remembered, wi( 
a strange oleameaa, how he had taken the weeping little girl e 
hia knee and soothed her with unaccustomed tenderness, whil 
she put her arms round his neck, and laid her soft cheek a^ 
his own, accepting conaolatioa, and sobbing herself to sleep u 
his breast. 

After this there seemed to grow up a tacit confidence — t' 
strong though unspoken affection — between ftither and daughter. 
They seldom exchanged many words in a day, sometimes acoroel 
taore than a look. Nf^ two human beings could be much lea 
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alike, or have less in common. There was but tliia one slender 
Unk between them, and yet how etrorg ii had been I 

After a while it angered him to find thia memory Bofteninfr, 
while it oppressed him, whether he woTild or no. He resolved 
he TTOiild Bee Arariamne at once and face the wonit. 

She knew he liad avoided her, and held him in too great awe 
to risk giving offence by forcing herself upon him. Ignorant of 
Esca'a arrest, the instinctive apprehension of a woman for the 
mnn she loves had yet caused her to eu.ipect some threatened 
danger from his prolonged absence. She watched her oppor- 
tunity, therefore, to enter her father's presence and gain tidijigs, 
ij^ poaiible, of hia brother and the Briton. 

The hours Bped on, and the fierce Syrian noon was already 
glaring down npon the white porches and dazzling atreetH of the 
Holy City. The hnah of the Sabbath was over all; but it 
eeemed more like the brooding, unnatural hush that precedes 
earthquake or tempest, than the quiet of a day devoted to peace- 
fill enjoyment and repoEie. 

Her fether was accustomed to drink a cup of wine at this hoar, 
and Mariamne brought it him, trembling the while to learn the 
certainty of that which alie could not yet bear to leave in doubt. 
She entered the room, in which he sat with feltering stepa, and 
.stood before him with a certain grnceful timidity that aeeined to 
deprecate his resentment. His punishment had begun already, 
^e reminded him of her mother, standing there pale and beauti- 
ful in her distress. 

' Father,' she said, sofliy, as he took the cnp from her hand 
and Bet it down untaeted, without speaking, ' where is our kina- 
man, Calchas ? and— and Esca, the Briton? Father I tell me 
the woret at once. I am your own daughter, and I can bear it.' 

The worst, had she allowed herself to embody her vague fearn, 
would have applied to the yoimger of tho abacnt ones. It would 
have assumed that he was gravely woimded, even dangeroUHly. 
Not killed — siu'ely not killed I 

He turned hia eyes upon, her sternly, nay, angrily ; but even 
then he could not tell her till he had lifted the cup and drained 
it every drop. His lip was steady now, and his fnce was harder, 
gloomier, than before, while he epoke r 

' Daughter of Ben-Manahem 1 ' said he, ' henceforth thou ha?t 
no portion witli him who waa thy kinsman but yesterday, neithei 
witn him the Gentile within my gate, who has eaten of my broad 
and drank from my cup, and stood with me shoulder to shoulder 
againat the Komsn on the wall.' 
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She c!a«ped her hands in agony, and her veiy lips twril 

white; but she said true — she iviiH his owu daughter, and ft 
neither tottered uor gave way. In measured tones she repeated 
her former words, ' Tell me the woi'st, father. I can bear it' ; 

He found it .easier now that he had b^ui, nnd he could iai 
himself into a spurious anger as he went on, detailinj^ 
of the previous day; the charges brought forward by John ( 
Gischala, the trial before the Saiihediim, hia own nan-ow eaisa^ 
and the confession of the two ctilprits, owning, nay, glorying 'a 
their mortal crime. He fenced himself in with the BophiBtiy d 
an enthusiast and a fanatic. He deluded himself into the be^efi 
that he had been injured and aggrieved by tlie apostacy of t] 
condemned. He poured forth all the eloquence that might haTG 
vindicated him before Mattliias and his colleagues, had John^ 
accusation been ever brought to proof The girl stood petrifie9 
snd oveipowered with his violence; at last he denounced hers"' 
(or having listened bo eagerly to the gentle doctrines of her o' 
fa^her's brother, for having consorted on terms of friendship w 
the stranger whom he had been the iirst to encourage and wo 
come beneatli his roof. Once she made her appeal on F 
behalf, but he silenced her eve she had lialf completed it. 

' Father,' she urged, ' though a Gentile, he conformed to 1 
usages of our people ; though a stranger, I have heard youri 
declare that not a warrior in our ranks struck harder for ditf 
Holy City than your guest, flie brare and loyal Escn ! 
interrupted her with a curse, 

' Daughtei' of Ben-Manidiem 1 in the day in which tholi a. 
dare again to speak that forbidden name, may thine eye wax d 
and thy hmbs fail, and thy heart gi'ow cold within thy breas 
that tlioa be cut off even then, m thy sin— that tliou lall like 
rotten branch from the tree of thy generation — that thou go doW 
into the dual and vanish like water spilt on the sand — Uiat f" 
name perish everlastingly from among the miiidens cf Judah h 
ilie daughters of thy Father's house I ' 

Though liis fury tenified it did not master her. Some worn 
would have Rsd in dismay from his presence ; some woold bare 
Hung themselves on their knees and sought to move hirn ti 
[uMsion with prayers and tears. Majiamne looked him fixedly 
the fece with a quiet sorrow in her own that touched him to ti 
quick, and maddened him the more. 

' Fathw,' she said, softly, ' I have nothing left to fear in t 
world. Slay me, but do net curse me.' 

The ■;i»\aii of hir jhildhood, the memory of her mother, I 
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'iwdgned aadnosa of her bauing, and ilic conaciouaneaa of his own 
iojustice, conspired to infiiriato him. 

' Slay thee ! ' he repented between hiti set t«eth. ' By the boiiea 
of Mauahem — by the htsad of the high-priest — by the veil of tlie 
Temple itself, if ever I hear tliee utter that accurHed name again, 
I will elay thee witli mine oivn hand I ' 

It was CO empty threat to a daughter of lier cation. Sueli 
instanoea of innatioiam were noitlier unknown to the sterner sectti 
of the Jews, nor regarded witli entirely unfavourable eyea by tliat 
self-devoted and enthusiastic people. The t.ile of Jephthah s 
daughter was cherished rather as an example of holy and high- 
nuaded obedience, than a warning from rasli and inconsiderale 
vowa. The father was more honoured as n hero than the 
daughter waa pitied for a victim. And in later times, one Simon 
of Scythopolia, who had taken up anns against his own country- 
men, and repented of his treaoheiy, regained a high place in their 
estimation by putting himself t« death, having previously slHtii 
evety member of his family with hia own hand.* It would have 
only added one more incident, causing but Httle comment, to the 
horrora of the siege, had the life of Mariamne been taken by her 
own father on hia very threshold. 

She looked at him more in surprise than fear, witli a hurt 
reproachfu] glance that pierced him to the heart. ' Father 1 ' she 
exclaimed, ' you cannot mean it. Unsay those cruel worda. 
Am I not your daughter 7 Father I father ! you used to love 
me, when I was a little girl I ' 

Then hia savage mood gave way, and ho took her to him and 
apoke to her in gentle soothing accents, as of old. ' Thou art a 
claughter of Manahem,' said he, ' a maiden of Judali. It is not 
fit for thee to conaort with the eitemies of thy nation and of tliy 
&ther'a house. These men have avowed the pernicious doctrines 
of the Nazarenea, who call themselves Chiistians. Therefore 

* Nov when lie bad said lliis tie looked ruiind about him, upon his family, 
with ejes of commifleratiou nnd of rage (that foraily conaistsd of a wife 
and childrt'ti, and his aged pamuls), !iO iii the first plaui lie canglitbiBfalliDi 
hj hifl grey hairs, and rim his sword tlirough lum, and after him he did the 
■amo to liis mothpr, who willingly ccceived it ; and after them he did tha 
like to his wife and children, every oiio almoat oft^i'ing tlicm^elvea to Iiic 
BWord, aa deeirone to prerent being slain hy their encraics ; so when he h^tJ 
gone over s.l\ his family ho stood upon their bodies, to be seL<n by tJl, »ai 
■tKtuhing out hia right hand, that liis actiuu might be obsei'viid by all, hi 
■hesthed bis entire sword into bis own bowels. Tliis yirnng man wns to In 
"■'©d, on account of tlio strength of bia body, snii tlio touragp of bio aoal- 
ephos, Wan of the Jews, book ii. sec. 1 & 



358 uoinA. 

they are become an aboxainatioii in our sight, and are to be a 
off from amongst our people, Mariamne, il" I can bear unmon 
to see my brother perish, surely it is no liard task for thee to p 
up thia stranger guest. It is not that my heart ia iron to t 
core, though thou aeest me oft-times bo stem, even with the 
but the men of to-day, who have taken upon tLeniselveB 1 
defence of JeniEalom from the heathen, must be weaned fri 
human affectioua and human weaknesses, even as the child : 
weaned from its mother's niUk. I tell thee, girl, I would n 
count the lives of all my kindred agaiast one hoiu- of the eafet 
of Judah ; and Mariamne, though I love thee dearly, ay, bett< 
far than thou canst know — for whom have I now but thee, m 
daughter? — yet, if I believed that thou, too, couldst turn traitt 
to thy country and thy feith — I speak it oot in anger — lleah an 
blood of mine own though thou be, I would bury my sword ti 
thy heart 1 ' 

Had Eleazar's looks corresponded with bin words, such a thres 
in her present frame of mind, might have caused Maria 
avow herself a Christian, and brave the worst at once ; bu 
was a weight of care on her fether's haggard brow, a n 
tecdemeas in hia eyes, that stirred the very depths of her h 
in oompasaion — that merged all other feeliuga in one of int 
pi^ for the misery of that fierce, resolute, and desolate old n 
For the moment she scarcely realised Esca's danger in her ^ 
pathy for the obvious sufferings of one uaually ao self-reliant ■ 
uamoved. She came closer to his side, and placed her liand 1 
his without speaking. He looked fondly down at her. 

' Abide with me for a space, ' said he ; ' Mariamne, thou and ' 
are left alone in the world.' 

Then he covwed hia face with his hands, and remained wilb 
out speaking, wrapped, as it seemed, in gloomy retlectionB di 
she dare not distuib. So the two sat on through the we& 
lioiirs of that long hot Sabbath-day. "Whenever she made ti 
slightest movement, he looked up and signed for her to reniai 
where slie was. Though it was torture, she dared not disobey 
and while the time slipped on and the sliadowa lengthened, an 
the breeze began to stir, she knew that every minute, as it passe* 
brought her lover nearer and nearer to a cruel death. Thu 
miich she had learned too surely ; but with the certainty woi 
aroused all the enei^ies of her indomitable race, and she resolve 
liiat he should be aaved. ' 

Many a scheme passed tJirough her working brain, as she si 
in her feiher's uresence, fuai-ing now, above alt things, to awali 
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liis auBpicion of her intentions by word or motion, and ao make il 
iinpoBsible for her to escape. Of all her plana there wna bnt one 
tliat EKenied feasible; and e^'en that one prosimted tlil&uiiltiua 
ohuoEt Ll^i^l'))loaD table tbr a woman. 

She knew that slie was safe at least till the morrow. No 
ezeoutiun could take place on the Snbbath ; and although the 
holy day would conclude at sun-down, it was not the custom of 
her nation to put their cnminaLa to deatli till afler the dawn, ao 
that she liad the whole night bafoi-a her in whjuh to act. Rut, 
ou the other hand, lier father would not leave his home during 
the Sabbath, and ehe would be compelled lo remain under his 
observiition till the evening. At night, then, she had reeolved to 
make her escape, and taMug advantage of the private puBsage, 
ouly known to her Ikihor'a family, by whioli Calohas had readied 
the Eomiin camp, lu aeek 'lltua himseb', and o9er to conduct his 
Holdiers by that path into the city, stipulating as the price of her 
treachery an immediate assault, and the rescue of her kinisrain, 
Culchaa, with his fellow-Bufferer, Girl as she was, it never 
occurred to her that Titus might refuse to beUeve in her good 
mith towards himself, and waa likely to look upon the whole 
soheme aa a design to lead his army into an ambuah. The only 
difficulty that presented itself waa her own escape from the city. 
She never doubted but that, once in the Konmn camp, her tears 
and entreatieB would carry everything before them, and, what- 
ever became of herself, her lover would be saved. 

It was not, however, without a atrong conflict of feelings that 
she came to this desperate resolve, The blood that Uowed in Ler 
veins waa loyal enough to tingle with shame ever and anon, aa 
she meditated auch treachery ugainat her nation. Must she, a 
daughter of Judah, admit the enemy into the Holy City? Could 
the child of Eleazar Ben-Manahem, the boldeat warrior of her 
hosts, the statmcheat defender of her walls, be tlie traitor to delile 
Jerusalem with a foreign yoke? She looked at her lather sitting 
there,in gloomy mcditiLtion,Bndher heart failed her oa she thought 
of his agony of aliiune, if he lived to learn the truth, of the proba- 
bility that he would never survive to know it, but peiiah virtually 
by her hand, is an unprepared and desperate resistance. Then 
she thought of Esca, tied to the stake, the howling rabble, the 
cruel moclung lacea, the bare arms and the unUfted atonea. There 
was no further doubt after that — iio more wavering — nothing but 
'.he dogged immovable determiuation that proved whose daughter 
. ^e was. 

'When tlie sun Lad set, Elcaznr aeciited to ahukc off the lit of 
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denpoadenay Uiat had oppreascd Ijim during iht 
biitli was HOW past, and it was lawftU for him to occupy 
Ijody in any nccessaiy work. He bade Marianme light a, haay, 
nnd fetch him certain piccos of armour that had done him g 
BorricQ, and now atood in need of repair. It was a taalc in 
skiUfiil fiilfilbnuiit of which every Jeiviah warrior prided hjmi 
Men of the highest rank would unwillingly commit th( 
of these trusty defences to any fingers but fheir own; and Elea: 
entered upon it with more of cheerfulness than he had shown : 
Bome time. As he secured one rivet after ancitber, with 1 
patience and precision required, every stroke of the hnmn 
Eccmcd to smite upon his daughter's brain. There she was en; 
polled to remain a close priEoner, and the time was ghding aw 
so iaat I At length, when the night was already &x advano 
even Eleazar's strong frame began to feel the effects of hung 
agitation, labour, and want of rest. He nodded two or tiu 
times over his employment, worked on with redoubled vigon 
nodded again, let his head sink gradually on his breast, while tl 
hammer slipped from his relnsitig iingere, and he fell asleep. 



CHAPTER XI. 

THE DOOMED Cllr. 



Mauiamne watched her father for a few impatient minutes, l^ 
Beemed to lengthen themselves into hours, till she had made an 
by hia deep respiration that her movements would not wake hii 
Then she extinguished the lamp and stole soil;ly from the rooi 
scarcely breathing till she found herself safe out of the hou 
The door through which she emerged was a private egress, ope 
ing on the wide terrace that overhung the gardens. Its ate 
balustrades and broad flight of steps were now white and gliatc 
ing in the moonlight, whicli shone brighter and fairr in thi 
mellow skies than doth many a noon-day in tlie misty not! 
While she paused to draw bi-eath, and concentrate every iacull 
01) the task she had undertaken, she could not but admire tl 
scene spread out at her very feet. There lay the gardens in whii 
she had followed many a childish sport, and dreamed out many 
maiden's dream, sitting in the shade of those black cypi'essce,a 
turning her young face to catch the breeze that stirred th' 
wiiiflpering branches, direct from the hills of Mtiah, bleeding 
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Ae fer distance with the summer aky. And lately, too, amid nil 
the IioiTori and dnngera of the aioge, h.id she not trod tiiese levc! 
lawna with Esca, ami woiiilored l:ow she could bo so liappy ivluie 
all about her was Btrife, and desolation, and woo 7 The thought 
goaded her into action, and she passed rapidly on ; neverthelCBS, 
in that ono glance around, tlie fair and goi'geoua picture stamped 
itself for ever on her brain. 

Beneath her — here Lliick an eboay, tliere gUatening like sheiili 
of burnished steel — lay the cloar-iiut terraces and level lawna of 
liev father's stately home, dotted by tall tapering oypreasoa point- 
ing to the heavens, and guarded by the red stems of many a noble 
cedar, flinging ite twisted branches aloft in the midnight sky. 
Beyond, the spirca and domes and pinnacles of the Holy City 
glittered and rfione in the mellow light, or loomed in the alternate 
fiiade, fantastic, gloomy, and indistinct. Massive bloclui of buiid- 
irig, relieved by rows of marble pillars supporting their heavy 
porticoea, denoted the dwellings of her princes and nobles; while 
encircling the whole could be traced tlie dark level line of hor 
last defensive wall, broken by turrets placed at stated interrals, 
and already heightened at the fatal breach opposne the Tower of 
Antonia, from the summit of which glowed one angry spot of 
fii*e, a beacon kindled for some hostile purpose by the enemy. 
High above all, like a gigantic champion guarding his charge, in 
liurniBhed armour and robea of anoivy white, rose tlie Temple, 
with its marble dome and roof of beaten gold. It was the cham- 
pion's last watch — it waa the last sleep of the fair and holy City. 
Never again would she lie in the moonlight, beautiful, and gra- 
cious, and undefaeed. Doomed, hke the Temple iu which she 
IruHteJ, to be utterly demolished and destroyed, the plough waa 
already yoked that should score ita furrows deep into her comeli- 
ness ; the mighty Btonea, so hewn and carved and fashioned into 
her pride of strength, were even now vibrating to that shock 
which waa about to hurl them down into such utter ruin, that 
not one should be left to rear itself upon the fragments of 
another I 

The moonbeams shone cahn and pleasant on the doomed city, 
as they shone on the stunted groves of the Mount of Olives, on 
tlie distant crest of the hills of Moah, and, fhr away below these, 
on the desolate plains that skirt the waters of the Dead Sea. 
They shone down calm and pleasapt, aa though all were in peace 
and safety, and plenty and repose [ yet even now the arm of llie 
ijenger was 'up to strike, the eagle'a wing was primed, his bcsk 
" ; and Mnri-iiime, standing on the terrace by her felher's 
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door, could couiit the Roman watch-fii-ea alrewil/ eatabli^ed B 
(Jie lieart of the Lower City, twinkling at regular dialancoB a' 
the EUmmit of Mount Calvary. 

The view of tlie enemy's camp, the thought of Esca's don 
■purred her to exertion. Slie hurrietl along ilie terrace, t 
down into Hie garden, Ibllowing the path which she knew waf 
lead her to the marble basin with its hidden entranoe to t 
Bearet paaeagc. Her only thought now v/tm one of apprehen 
that her unosaiiited (ttreogth might be unable to liil the s 
Full but of tills cure, she advanced awiitly and conlidently it 
wards the diuused fountain, to etop within len paces of it, n 
almoab Rcream aloud in the high state of te^ialon to which I 
nervea had been atrung — ao startled was she and scared al 
ehe saw. Sitting with its hack to her, a long lean figure al 
and cowered over the empty basin, waving its amis, and n 
its body to and fi'O with atrange uneai'thly gestures, and bro 
muttered aenteneea, varied by gasps and moans. Her nation 
uot BuperstitiouB, and Mariomne had too many causes far i 
in this world to spare much dread fur the denizens of anodiflB 
nevertlu^esx »he stood for a. space almost paralysed with the ei 
Uenoess of the alarm, and the unex]iected nature ( 
rition, quaking in every limb, and unable either to advance oi 

There are times when the boldest of human miada beoo 
peculiarly auaceptible to supernatural terrors — wlien tho h 
and least impressionable personH are little stronger than t 
nervous and auaceptible brethren. A little anxlely, a little p 
tion, the omission of a meal or two, nay, even the convei 
such abstineuue in too great indulgeuce of the appetite^ I 
down the boasted reason of Dtankind to a sad state of weal 
and credulity. The young, too, are more subject to aiioh ti 
tastic terrors tb&n tlie old. Children aufier much iroin fean 
the supernatural, conceiving in their vivid imagiiutdons iufia 
and phantoms and situations, which they can never hare pn 
viously experienced, and of which it is thei'efore difficult f 
account for the origin. But all classes, and aU ages, if t 
speak truth, must acknowledge, that at one time or anothsi 
they have felt the blood curdle, the akin creep, the breath conf 
quick, and the heart rise wilb that desperate courage 1 " ' 
springs from intense fear, at the timcied presence or tlia dn 
proximity of soma ghostly object which eludes them afte, 
leaving a vague uncertain^ behind it, that neither satisfiea l] 
curiosity nor inaurea them against a second v' * ' 
nature. 
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Moriainuo was in a fit etate to become thi: victiu of nnjr auch 
mipematural deluaion. Her frame wiia iveakejied by ihe wutit of 
(bod ; for like the rest of the besieged, she hod bome her shore of 
the privations that created such eufferiiigs in tJie city for many 
long weeka before it was finally reduced. She had gone through 
nmch fiLtigue of late — the continuous unbroken Gitigue that weaif 
the spirits eveu faster than the bodily powers | and above all she 
had been harasaed for the liist few hourii by the taiture of in- 
action in a state of protracted Kuspcuae. It was no wonder that 
she should suffer a few momenta of intense and inexplicable 
fear. 

The figure, still with its back to her, and rocking to and fiv, 
was gathering handfuls of dust from the disused ba^in of the 
fountain, and scattering them, with ita long lean arms upon iUt 
head and shoulders, chanting at the same time, in wild, mournful 
tones, the words ' Wash and be clean,' over and over again. 

It obviously imagined itself alone, and pursued its monotonous 
task with that dreary earnestness and endless repetition so pecu- 
liar to the actions of the insane. 

Ailer a while, Mariamne, perceiving that she wasi not observed, 
summoned courage to conaider what was best to bo done. The 
secret of the hidden passage was one to be prcBerved inviolate 
under any circumstances; and to-night everything ehe moat piTzed 
depended on tta not being discovered by the besieged. While the 
figure remained in its pi'escnt position, she could do nothing 
towards the furtherance of her scheme. And yet the momenta 
were very precious, and Esca'a life depended oa her speed. 

There was no doubt, the unfortunate who had thus wandered 
into her father's gardens was a maniac ; and those who suffered 
under this severe affliction ivere held in especial horror among 
her people. Unlike the eastern nations of to-day, who believe 
them to be not only tmder its special protection, but even 
directly inspired by Providence, tlie Jews held that these iuf- 
ferera were subject to the great principle of evil ; that malignant 
spiritH actually entered into tlie body of the insane, afflictinj;, 
mocking, and torturing their victim, goading it in its paroicysms 
to the exertion of that supernatural strength with which they 
endowed its body, and leaving the latter prostrate, eshauated, 
and helpless when tliey had satiated their miUice upon its agonieA. 
To be ' possessed of a devil ' was indeed the climax of all mental 
and corporeal Kiisery. The ' casting out of devila ' by a mere 
word or sign, was perhaps the most convincing pioof of mii'a- 
^m Joue power tiial could be offered to a people with whi'm the 
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viaitatioii was oe genera! as it ivas raystCFious and inconii 
hGHBible. 

Maiiamne hovered about the fountain, notwitLatiLuding Kec^ 
great fear, as ii bird hovers about the buah under whidi a Bnaka' 
Hea coiIet[,butwhich shelters nevertheless her neat and hw caligut 
young. Standing there, in long dark robes, beneath a flood gl 
moonlight, her face and hands white as ivory by the coutru^ 
hex eyes dilating, her head bent forward, her whole attitude disl 
of painful attention and suspense, she might liave been an eOti 
chaatresa composing the spell that BhoiSd turn the writMj 
.ire before her into stone, cold and eenseleaa as t' 
ir which it bent. She might have been a fiend, in the top 
an angel, directing its eonvulaioiis, and gloating over j 
mies ; or she might have been a piu-e and trusting ■ 
exorcising the evil spirit, and bid(Ung it come out of a i 
leliow-creature in that name which fiends and mon and a 
must alike obey. 

Presently the night-breeze coming softly oTer the Uoiqi 
camp, brought with it the mellow notes of a trumpet, procli 
ing that the watch was changed, and the centurions, each ir 
quarter, pacing their vigilant rounds. Ere it reached Mariamst 
ears, the maniac had caught the sound, and sprang to his fe 
with his head thrown back and hia muscles braced for a Bprii 
B some beast of chase alarmed by tlie first challenge of £ 
honnd. Gazing wildly about him, he saw the girl's fign 
standing clear and distinct in the open moonlight, and raimng 
howl of fearful mirth, he leaped hia own height from the grottn 
and made towards her with the headlong i-nsh of a iiiadmqi 
Then fear completely overmastered her, and she turned and fl 
for her life. It was no longer a curdling torror tliat weigbi 
down the limbs Uke lead, and relaxed the nerves lilce a ^^ 
but the strong and natural instinct of personal safety, t^ 
doubled quioknosa of perception for escape and speed of foot ' 
flight. 

Between herself and her father's house lay a broad and e 
range of steps, leading upward to the terrace. Inatiactively el 
dared not trust the ascent, but turned downwards over the iei 
lawn "into the gardens, with the maniac in close pursuit. It VI 
a fearful race. She heard his quick-drawn breath, as he panto 
at her very heels. She could almost fancy that she felt it h 
upon her neck. Once the dancing shadow of her pursuer, in t 
moonlight, actually reached her ow'n ! Then she bounded fi 
ward again in her agony, and ckided the grasp tlial had but )U 
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missed its prey. Thus she reached a Iuw wall, dividing her 
latlier'a from « neighbour's ground ; feehng only that she must 
go Bti-aight on, she bounded over it, aha warce knew how, and 
made for an ooen doorway she saw ahead, tnistiug that it might 
lend into the Btreet. She heard his yell of triumph as ho rose 
with a vigorous leap into the air, the dull stroke of his feet as he 
inndcil on the tuif sn close behind her, and the horrer of tbnt 
moment waa almost beyond endurance. Beaidea, she felt her 
itreni»lli liii ling, and knew too well that she could not Bustain 
ihis rate of speed for many pacea iarther ; but escape was nearer 
ihan ahe hoped, and reaching the door a. few jarda before tlie 
madman, she gained slightly on him as she allot throiigh it, and 
sped on, with weakening limbs and choking breath, down the 

She heard his yell once again, as he caught sight: of her, but 
two human figurea in ftont restored her courage, and she rushed 
on to implore their protection fnan her enemy ; yet fear had not 
so completely mastered her self-posseaaion, as to tJrive her into an 
obvious physical danger, even to escape encounter with a lunatic 
Nearing them, and indeed almost within arm's lengdi, she per- 
ceived that one was blasted with the awfiil curse of leprosy. The 
moon shone bright and clear upon the white glistening surface of 
hiii Hoarrcd and mortifying flesh. On his brow, on his neck, in 
ihe patches of his wasting heard and hair, on his naked arms and 
chest, nay, in the very garment girt around his loins, tlie plague- 
spota deepened, and widened, and festered, and ate them all away. 
It would be death to come in contact, even with hia garments — 
nay, worse than dcalL, for it would entail a separatiou from the 
touch of human hand, and the help of human skill. 

Yet grovelling there on the bare stones of the street, the leper 
was straggling for a bone with a strong active youth, who had 
nearly overpowered him, and whom famine liad driven to subject 
himself to the certainty of a horrible and loathsome fate, ratber 
than endure any longer its maddening pangs. There was scarcely 
a meal of offiil on the prize, and yet ho tore it C'om the leper 
ivhcm he had overpowered, and gnawed it with a greedy brutish 
muttering, as a dog mumbles a bone. 

Gathering her dress around her to avoid a chance of the Cital 

contact, Mariamne scoured past the ghastly pair, even in her own 

imminent terror and distress feeling her heart bleed for thin 

flagrant example of the sufferings endured by her counhymen, 

|B-T]ie maniac, however, permitted his attention to be diverted for a 

^Bbw Uiomenis, by the two Htmggling figures from bifi purimit ; and 
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Mai'iainne, turning qiiicldy oeide into n narrow doorwHy, o 
Utivrn in its darkest coiner, and listened with leelings of relief asiB 
tliankfiiln&ss to the atepB of her pursuer, as, passiiig this Qli 
pected refuge, he sped in bis fraitlea"! chase niong the Rtreet. 



CHAPTER XII. 
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PAHTina like a hunted hind, yet true to the generoua blood thil 
flowed in her veins, Mariamne recovered her oounigB even before 
her strength. No sooner was the immediate danger passed, than 
slie cast aside all thoughts of personal «»fety, and only considercA 
how she might still rescue the man she loved. Familiar with ti 
atreet in which she had taken refiige, aa with every other i 
and comer of her native city — for the Jews permitted t 
women far more liberty than did their Eastern, neighbours— 
bethought her of taking a devious round in case ^e should J 
followed, and then returning by the way she had come, 1 
tatlier's gardens. It was above all things important that E 
Rhould nut be made aware of his daughter's absence ; and ahe a 
culated, not without reason, that the fati^es he had lately go 
through, would insure a few hours at least of sound unbroki 
sleep. The domestics, too, of his hoiiaehold, worn-out with watts 
ing and hunger, were not likely to be aroused before i 
she had, therefore, sufficient time before her to put her plan ii 



She reflected tliat it was impossible to approach her Jalh^l 
garden unnoticed at this hour, aive by the way she had taitxai ifl 
her flight. To go through his house from the street ivas notf 
be thought of, as the entrance was probably secured, and she o 
not gain admittance without giving an explanation of her aha 
and esciting the observation she most wished to avoid. ' 
she fell to thinking on the paths riie had followed in her headlot 
flight, tracing them backward in her mind with that clear femini 
perception, which bo nearly approaches instinct, and is 
to the more logical sagacity of man. She knew she could V 
them step by step, to the marble bnsin of the fountain ; and 
Bgain at that spot she felt as if her task would be half a 
plished, instead of scarce begun. 

Doubtless the exertion of mind served to calm her I 
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tarron, ami to distract attention from the dangers of Ler present 
Ktuation — alone in a Rtrange house, wiiii the fitreeta full of Biieh 
horrors aa those she had lately witneraed, and thronged by armed 
parties of Jawleaa and desperate men. 

She had gathered her robes about her, and drawn her veil over 
her head preparatory to emeipng from her hiding-place, when 
ihe was driven back by the sound of footsteps, and Uie clank oJ 
wcajMms, coming up the street. To be neen was to accept the 
cert^ty of insult, and to nm the rifik of ill-usage, and perhap* 
death. She shrank farther back, therefore, into the lower part of 
the bouse; and becoming more accnstomed to the gloom, looked 
anxiously about, to aaeertain what farther chanoe she had within 
for concealment or escape. 

It was a low irregulnr building, of which the ground-floor 
seemed to have been used but as a space for passage to and from 
the t^Jper apartments, and, perhaps, before the famine consumed 
them, as a shelter for beaaW of burden, and for cattle. Not a 
particle of their refuse, however, had been left on the dry earthen 
floor; and though a wooden manger was yet standing, not a 
vestige remained of halter or tethering ropes, which had been long 
since eaten in the scarcity of food.* A bomded staircase, fenced 
by carved wooden balustrades, led from this court to the upper 
chambera, which were carefully closed ; but a glimmer of light 
proceeding from the chinks of an ill-fitting door at its head, 
denoted that the house yraa not deserted. It was probably in- 
habited by Borne of the middle class of citizens ; a rank of Itte that 
had Bufiered more than the higher, or even the lower during the 
M«ge — lacking the means of the one, and drinking from the 
desperate resoarees of the otber. 

Mariamne, lirtening intently to every sound, was aware of s 
light step passing to and fro, within the room, and perceived 
besides a savoury smell as of roasted flesh, which pervaded the 
whole house. She knew by the quiet footfall and the rustle ot 
drapery, that it was a woman whose motions ahe overheard, and 
for an instant the desire crossed her mind to beg for a mouthflil 
of strengthening food, ere she departed on her way — a request she 

" MorwiTOT, tlieir hnngtr wm so infolerablp, (hit it oMi'swl thoro to chew 
cverylbmg, viiile they gathered such things as the moBt sordid animali would 
But touch, end eudnred to eat tljem ; nor did Ihey at lenglh abstain from 
ginUcs and Blioes; and the very leather which belonged to their shieldu 
lh*y pulled off and gnawed : the very wisps of old hay became food to wme ; 
d BOTne galbered up fibres, and sold a Tery Bnia.ll weight of them for firai 
"Ic (dtaEhnwei). — Joscphns, Wart of Ihe Jenii, book ri. bm, 3, 



had reaaoa to believe wotild be refused wit]i anger. 
OS slie thought how a morsel of bread was now grudged, ev( 
her own fatliei-'s gate ; and sIio remeinbei'ed (Le time when » 
of poor neighbonra thronged iteveryniorniag for their daily med 
when ahsep and oxeu were Bloin and roaBted at a moment's notiet 
on the arrival of some chance gaest with his train of followers. ' 

' It is a judgment ! ' tliought the girl, regarding the a. 
of liBr people in the light of her aew faith. ' It may be, we n 
be purified by suifering, and so escape the final doom. Woe i 
me lor my kindred and for my father's house ! Wiat am I 
that 1 should not take my share in the sorrows of the rest ? ' 

Then in a pure and holy spirit of self-saoriHoe, she tui 
wearily away, resolving rather to seek the enemy weak and fi 
iug, than shift from her own shoulders one particle of tJie bni 
borne by lier wretched fellow-citizen b ; and ere long the t 
came when she was thajikful she had not partaken, even i 
thought, of the food that was then being prep,ared. 

Seeking the street once more, she found, to her dismay, t] 
the aiTued party had halted immediately before the door. £^ 
was forced again to shrink back into the gloom of the loif 
coui't, and wait :a fear and trembliog for the result. These, ti 
had been arrested before the house by the smell of food. Wtt 
deiing up and down the devoted city, such hungry and d 
men scrupled not to take with tlie strong hand anything ofwbi 
they had need. By gold and silver, and soft raiment, th«y 8| 
now but little store — of wine they could procure enough to fi 
Uame aad madden them, but food was the one passionate dea* 
of their senses. Besides his own party, John of Giscliala 1 
now atlached to his faction numbers of t!ie Sicarii — a band t 
paid assasBina who had sprung up in the lato troubles to taai*j 
trade of murder— and bad also seduced into his ranks such of t& 
Zealots as were weary of Eleazor's rigid though fervent patriotisH 
finding the anarcliy withiu the walls produced by the siege n 
to their taste than the disciplined efForts of their chief to ri 
the enemy. The party that now prevented Mariamne's eg 
consisted of a few fierce pitiless spirits fi;om these thioe & 
tions, united in a common bond of recklessness and crime, 
was no troop for a maiden to meet by night in the house H 
a lone woman, or ori the stones of a deserted street, and 1 
girl, tremhling at. the conversation she was forced to t 
hear, needed all her courage to Bci7e the fii'st opportunity I 
escape. 

The clang of their arms mado hci heart leap, s 
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ffiOT at the door ; biit it was less tnigges' 
ffiolenuc tlian their words. 

' 1 Lave it 1 ' exdaimcd one, etriicing his mailud hand against 
die post, with a blow that vibrated through tlio buiiding. Not a 
bloodhound of Molossis hath a truer nose thau nunc, or hunts his 
game more steadily to its lair. I could bury my muzzle, 1 
wiirmnl ye, in the very entTaila of my prey, had I but the 
j^iance. There ia food here, comrades, I tell ye, cooking or, 
'Tie strange if we go fasting to tlie wall to- 

Well eaid, old dog 1 ' liinghod smother voice. ' Small sci ii[il<: 

thou, Sosaa, what the prey may be, ro long as it hath but 

blood in it. Came on ; up to the highest evat with thee ! No 

tbt we are expected, though the duora be dotted and we meet 

cold welcome ! ' 
Welcome I ' repealed Susas ; ' who talks of welcomo ? I bid 
ye all welcomo, coniriuies. Take what you please, and call lor 
more. mTeiy man what he likes best, be it sheep or lamb, or 
ddicat* young kid, or tendei' Bweet-moutlicd heifer. My gucsta 
ye are, and I bid you again walk up and welcome I ' 

' Twere strange to find a morBel of food here, too,' interposed 
one of the band. ' Say, Gyron, is not this the house thou and I 
have already ati'ipped these ihree times ? By the beard of old 
^ itthias, there was but half a bar!ey-cakc left when wo roads 
laet visit 1 ' 

True,' repKed Gyron, with a brutal laugh, ' and tlie woman 
it like a wild- cat. I wa.'S forced to lend her a wipe 
Ifec the wi'ist with my dagger, ere bIio lot go, and then the she- 
olf sucked her own blood from the wound, and dirieked out 
would not tven leave her that. We might let lior alone 
jhia time, I think, and go cl'^ewhere ! ' 

' Go to ! ' interrupted Sosas. 'Thou speakeet like oao lor whoni 
banquet is spread at every street corner. Art turning tender, 
delicate even as a weimcd child, with that grizzled beard nn 
tJiyohin? Go to I I say. The supper is getting eold, Follm* 
me I ' With these words the last speaker entered tlio houBc, aii'l 
proceeded to ascend the staircase, followed by his comrades, who 
pushed and ijhoiddered each other through the door witlr ribald 
jests and laighter, that made their listeners' Wood run cold. 
Mariamae, in her retreat, was thus compelled to i-etire step by 
etep before them to tlie top of the stairs, dreading every momeni 
that their eyes, gradually nceuatomed to the gloom, which was 
lerod more obscure by ihe moonlight without, should perceive 
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her figure, and their relentless grasp iseize upou her too surely fit 

It waa well for lier tiiat tie staixB were very dark, and tliat liar 
black dreaa offered no contrast in colour to the wall against wliieh 
ghe shrank, The door of the upper chamber ojjened outwards, 
and ahe hid herself close behind it, hoping to eaoape when hct 
pursuers had entered one by one. To her dismay, however, ahe 
found that, witli more of military caution thu.n might have beea. _ 
expected, they had lefl a scout below to guai'd against sorpriita^ 
Mariamne heard the unwilling sentinel growling and mutterii^fl 
liis discontent, as he paoed to and fro on the floor beneath. ^1 

Through the hinges of the open door, the upper apartment wi£V 
plmnly visible, even by the dim light of a solitary lamp that fiboMfl 
on the board, and threw its rays over the ghaalJy banquet &ai^>fl 
net forth. Sick, faint, and trembling with the great horror dii^H 
beheld, Marianme could not yet turn her eyes away. <H 

A gaunt grim woman was croucliiug at the table, holding aotfl^H 
thing with both hands to her mouth, and glaring sidelong at &l^| 
visitors, like a wild beast disturbed over its prey. Her grin^| 
tresses were knotted and tangled on her brow ; du-t, misery, B^q| 
hunger were in every detail of her dress and person. The IobjLI 
loiin arms and hands, with their knotted joints and fieahleHM 
lingers, like those of a skeleton, the sunken Sice, the sallow tigh^H 
drawn akin, through which the cheek-bonea seemed about to 8tiw^| 
the prominent jaw, and shrivelled neck, denoted too clearly t^^| 
tortures she must have undergone in a protracted state of &iaii^H 
bordering day by day upon atai'vation. w^M 

And what was that ghastly morsel hanging from those paroli^H 
thin lips ? ^H 

Mariamne could have shrieked aloud with mingled wrath ai^H 
pity and dismay. OlWn had ahe seen a baby's tiny fingC^H 
pressed and mumbled in a mother's mouth, with doting downca|^| 
looks and gentle soothing murmurs and muttered phrases, fi>^^| 
and foolish, meaninglesa to others, yet every precious syllabto^H 
golden link of love between the woman and her child. But non^l 
the red light of madneas glared in the mother's eye ; ahe I'H^H 
crouching fierce and startled, like the wild wolf in ita lair, U^H 
her teeth were gnashing in Ler accursed hunger over the whl^H 
and dainty limbs of her last-born child. J^| 

Its little hand was in her mouth when the ruffians enten^H 
whose violence and excesses hud brought this abomination j^| 
det<olation upon her house. She Icoked up with scarce a trace Q^| 
humanity left in her blighted face. 1H 
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* You have ibod here, mother ! ' elioiited Sosas, ruahing in at the 
head of his comrades. ' Savoury food, roaated ileSi, dainty 
moreek. WLat I hast got no welcome foe thy frienda ? ^Vi» 
have come to Bup with ihea unbidden, mother, for we know of 
old" the house of Hyssop ia never ill-provided. Ay, Gyi'on 
there, watching down below, misled us sadly. Ilia talk was but 
uf scanty barley-cakes ard gruJging welcome, while lo I here ia a 
supper tit to Get before the high-priest, and the mother givea a 
good example, though she wastes no breath on words of welcome. 
Come on, comradea, I tell you ; never wait to wash hands, but out 
with yoiu' knivea, and fall to I ' 

While he apoke, the ruffian atretched his brawny arm acrosa 
the table, and darted his long knife into the smoking dish. 
Mariamne behind the dooi-, saw him etart, and ahiver, and turn 
pale. The others looked on, horror-struck, with stai'ing eyea 
jixed upon the board. One, the tiurceat and strongest of the 
gang, willed hia brow, and sat down, aick and gasping, o]i the 
iionr. 

Then the woman laughed out, and her laughter was terrible tn 

' I did it I ' she cried, in loud, triumphant tones. ' He was my 
own child, my fair, liit boy. If I had a hundred sous I would 
■lay them all. All, I tell yon, and set them before you, that you 
might eat and rejoice, and deport full and mcny &um the lonely 
woman's house. I slew him at sundown, my masters, when the 
Sabbath was past, and I roasted him with my own hands, for we 
we« alone in the house, I and my boy. What I will ye not par- 
take? Are you so delicate, ye men of war, that ye cannot eat 
the food which keeps life in a poor, weak woman like me 1 It is 
good Ibod, it ia wholesome food, I tell ye, and I bid you hearty 
welcome. Eat your fill, my masters; spare not, I beseech you. 
But we will keep a portion for the child. The child I ' aha re- 
peated, like one who apeaks in a dream : ' he must be hungry ere 
now i it ia past hia bed-time, my masters, and I have not given 
hira his supper yet I ' 

Then she looked on the dish once more, with a vacant, be- 
wildered Btare, rocking herself the while, and muttering in atrange, 
unintelligible whispers, glancing from time to time stealthily at 
her gueuis, aad then upon the horrid fragment she held, which, 
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US tiongii fain to liide it, she turned over and over ili her g 
At length she broke out in another wild fihiiek of laug^tyr, and 
luij her head down upon the table, hiding her fnce in liei lumds. 

Pale and liorror-atnick, with quiet steps, and heiids averted- 
from the board, the gang departed one by one. Gyron, who n 
already weaiied of hia watch, met them on the stairs, to recdve^ 
whispered word or two irom Soeob, with a muttered exclamatid 
of dismay, and a frightiiil curse. The rest, who had b 
tlieir comrade only heard, were speechlesa etill, and I ' 
liEtening to their ciankmg, measured tread as it travereed t 
lower court and passed out into the street, heard it die awnyj 
tlie distance, unbrokcii by a single exclamatiDn evon of difgnst e 
surjirise. ' 

TJie boldest of them dared not have stood anotlicr montent & 
to iace witli tlie hideous thing from which he fled, 

Mariamne, loo, waited not nu instant after she had made s 
that they were gone. Not even her womanly pity for s 
could overcome her feelings of horror at wiiat she had ao latd; 
beheld, She seemed stifled while nhe remained under the nx 
where such a scene had been enacted ; and while she panted tl 
quit it, was more than ever determined to seek the Roman cam^ 
and call in the assistance of the enemy. 

It was obvious cvea to her, girl as she was, that there was o 
no hope for Jerusalem witliin the walls. While '. 
ftction, and that of John, were neutralising each other's efibrts & 
the common good — while to the pressure of femiue, and the neoe 
Bory evils of a siege, wei'e added the horrors of i-apino and violesc 
and daily bloodshed, and nil the worst featiures of civil wnr- 
eeemed that submission to the fiercest enemy would be a weloo 
rofitge, that the rule of the sternest conqueror would be mild a 
merciftxl by compariaou. 

She remembered, too, much tliat Calchas hod cxpl^iined in 
sacred writings they had studied together, with the assistance 
that Syrian acroll which proclaimed the good tidings of the i 
reUgion, elucidating and corroborating the old. She had not fi 
gotten the mystical menaces of the prophets, the fiery deuiu 
ciatioDB of some, the distinct statements of otliei's — above alJ,-tf' 
bving, merciful warning of the Master himself. Surely the do< 
bad gone forth al length. Here, if anywhere, was the cav 
Yonder, where tihe was going, was the gathering of the «(i 
Was not she in hci uiisnon ol' to-night an instrument in the h 
of Providence I A means for the fnlfilmunt of prophecy 7 If a 
had felt patriotic scruples before, they vanished now. If she h| 
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Ehrank fi'ora betraying her country, diHlionouring lier father, sad 
di^acjiig iier blood, nil sucli oonrnderations were na nothing now, 
compared to the hope oi' becoming a, divine messenger, that, lika 
the dove with its oHve-branch, diould bring back eventual peace 
and safety in its return. 

She had seen to-night madness and leprosy stalking abroad in 
the BtreelB. Within a Jewish home she had seen a more awful 
sight even than these. It was in her power, at least, to put an 
end to such horrors, and she doubted whether the task miglit not 
have been Bpecially appoinled her from heaven ; but she never 
asked Lerself the question if she would have heen equally satisfied 
of her celestial inission, had Esca not been lyiug uuder tJie wail of 
the Temple, bound and condemned to die wilh tlie light of to- 



^B CHAPTER Xin. 

^W THE UIOIOS or TUE LOST. 

Nebvimg herself with every consideration that coula steel a woman's 
heart, Maiiamne sought her father's gardens by the way she hud 
already come. 

They were deserted now, and the house, at which she could 
not forbear taking a look that would probably be her last, wm 
Btiil quiet and undisturbed. She would fain have seen her father 
once more, even in his sleep — would fiiin have kissed hia uncon- 
scious brow, and so taken a fenoied pardon for the treason she had 
resolved to commit — but it was too great a risk to run, and with 
a prayer for divine protection and nssistance, she beat down lo 
lift the slab of marble that concealed the secret way. 

Having been moved so lately in the egress of Calohas, it yielded 
easily to her strengUi, and she descended, not without considerable 
niisgivingB, a damp, winding stair, that seemed to lead into the 
bowels of !he earth. 

As the stone fell back to its former place, die was enveloped in 
utter darkness ; and while she groped her way along the slimy 
arch tliat roofed-in the long, mysterious tunnel, she could not for- 
bear ahuddering with dread of what she might encoimter, ere she 
beheld the light of day once more. It was hoi-ribie to tliink lA 
the reptiles that might be crawling about her feet ; of the un- 
known shapes with which, at any moment, she might come in con- 
~""Bt; of llie chances that iiiiuht block her in on both sides, and 
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GO con^ga her, 'narm and living, to the grave : ironA of klI,4Fl 
poesibilitj thai some demoniac, like liira Irom whom she had 
recently escaped, might have taken up his abode here, in t 
BtrangQ infatuation of the posReBsed, and that aho must aasura 
become his pi*ey, without the possibility of escape. 

Such RpprehensionB made tlie 'way tedious indeed ; and it W 
with TiO Blight feeling of relief, and uo mere formal Uiankagiyin 
that ^Inriamne caught a glimpse of light stealing through t 
black, oppressive darkness, that Feemed to take her breath awm 
and was aware that she had I'cached the otlier extremity of {£4, 
passage at last. 

A few armsfiil of bmahwood, skilfully disposed, concealed i 
^eaa. These had been replaced by Calchas, in his late viat t| 
the lloman camp, and Marianme, peering throiigh, could ag 
without being seen, while she considered what step she aliotil 
take next. 

She was somewhat uneasy, nevertlicleas, to observe that 
Eoman sentinel was posted within twenty paces ; she could hea 
the clank of his armour every time he Btirred ; she could eve 
trace tlie bumiahed plumage of the eagle on the ci'cst of H 
lielmet. 

It was impossible to emerge from her hiding-place vrilhoi 
passing him ; and short an his beat might be, he seemed indii 
posed to avail himself of it by walking to and fro. In the bri^ 
moonlight there was no chance of slipping by unseen, aod 
looked in vain for a coming cloud on the midnight aky. 
would not even turn his head away fram the city, on wlucli 1 
gaze was festened ; and she watched him with a sort of d 
fascinatioa, pondering what was best to be done. 

Even in her extremity she could act but remark the grace i 
his attitude, and the beautiful outline of hia limbs, as he leant 
wearily on his spear. His arms and accoutrements, too, betrayt 
more splendour than seemed suitable to a mere private eoldie 
while Ilia mantle was of rich scarlet, looped up and fastened 1 
the shoulder with a clasp of gold. Such details she took 1 
mechanically and uuoonaciously, even as she perceived that, 1 
intervals, he raised his band to his eyes, like one who wijM 
away unbidden leara. Soon she summoned her presence of mini 
and wf tehed him eagerly, for he stretched his arms towards Jetn 
salem tritli a pitiiiil, yeaining gcstiu-e, and, bowing wearily, Imq 
hie crested head upon both ai'ms, restinc them against his speaii 

It was her opportunity, and she seized it ; but at llie fir^ 
movement she made the Henlioel'B attention was aroused, and el 
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knew she was discorered, for be cimlleoged imitiediately. Evea 
then, Marinmne coiild not but observe that liia yoice was uu- 
Hteady, and the apenr he levelled trembled fike (in iwpen in hia 

She thought it wisest to make no attempt at deception, but 
walked boldly up to him, imploring hia «afe-conduct, and bMonght 
him to take her to the tent of the commander at once. The sen- 
tinel seemed imcertain how to net, and ahowed, indeed, but littU 
of that military promptitude and decision for which tic Roman 
army waB bo distinguished. 

After a panse, he answered — and the soli; toneB, mueicn! even 
in their trouble, that rang in Mariamne'a earn, were nnqueetion- 
ably those of awoman — a woman, too, whose instinets of jealon^ 
had recognised her even before she spoke. 

' You are the girl I saw in the amphitheatre,' she said, laying 
a white hand, which trembled violently, on the arm of the 
Jewess. ' Yon were watching him that day, when he was down 
in the sand beneath the net. I know you, I say 1 I marked 
you turn pale when the Tribune's arm was up to atrike. You 
loved him then. You love him now I Do not deny it, girl ! leat 
I drive tliia Bpear through your body, or send you to the guard 
to be treated like a spy taken captive in the act. You look pale, 
too, and wretched,' she added, suddenly relenting. ' Why are 
you here? TVhy have you left him behind the walls alone? 
I would not have deserted you in your need, Esca, my lost 
Eflcal' 

Mariamne shiyered when she heard the beloved name pro- 
nounced in such fond accenta by anotlier's lips. 'Womanliie, she 
had not been without suspicions irom the first, that her lover had 
gained the affections of some noble RomaTi lady — stispiciona 
which were confirmed by hia own admission to herself, accompa- 
nied by many a sweet a=imirance of fidelity and devotion ; but 
yet it galled her even now, at thia moment of supreme peril, to 
feel the old wound thua probed by the very band that dealt it ; 
and, moreover, through all her ansiefy and astonishment, rose a 
bitter and painful conviction of the surpassing beauty possesseil 
by this shameless woman, clad thus inexplicably in the garb of a 
Homan soldier. 

Nevertheleas, the Jewish maiden was true as steel. I^ike iiiet 
mother of her nation who so readily gave up aU claim to her own 
flesh and blood, to preserve it from dismemberment under the 
award of the wisest and greatest of kings, she wmild have saved 
her choris'iod Briton at any sacrifice, even tiiat of her own 
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etmataiit and unfitlioinable love. She knelt dcmn bel 
Bcntiae!, and clasped the scarlet mntitle in both hands. 

' I wUl not aak you what or wlio you are,' she said ; ' 
pjuT power, and at your mercy. I rejoice Uiat it ia a 
}on will help me, will you not ? You will Mse all your beaul 
and .lUyour influence to save him wlioni — whom we both lore 

She hesitated wliile she spoke the last sentence. It was i 
if she gave hira up voluntarily, when she thus acknowledge 
another's Eliare. But his very life was at atake; and wimt wj 
her Bore heart, her paltry jenlouay, to stand in the way at such 
moment as this ? 

The other looked scomfiiliy down on the loieeling girl, 
too, seem to have snfFered,' said the sentinel. ' It is true the 
all I have heard of the desolation and misery within the waUa 
But boast not of your sorrows ; think not you alone are 
pitied. There are weary heads and aching hearts here i 
leaguer, as yonder in tlie town. Tell me the truth, girl ! Wh 
of Eaca? Yon know him. Yon come from him 
Where ia he, and how fares it with him ?' 

' Bound in the Outer Court of the Temple 1 ' gasped Mariamn 
' and condenmed to die with the first light of to-morrow's sun 
His fate seemed more teifible and more certain, now that slio hi 
forced herself to put it into words. 

The Homan soldier's face turned deadly pole. The goldoi 
created helmet, laid aside for air, released a shower if rich brcn 
cnrlx, that fell over the ivory neck, and the smooth shoulders, ai 
the whita bosom panting beneath its breastplate. There ooo 
lie no attempt at concealment now. Mariamnc was obliged 
confess that, even in her male attire, the woman whom she ( 
feared, yet whom she must trust implicitly, was aa beautiful i 
die seemed to be reckless and nnsexed. 

Tlicy were a lawless and a desperate band, that body "j 
gladiators which Hippiaa had brought with him to the uege 
Jerusalem. None of tliem hut were deeply stained with blooi 
moat of them were branded with crime ; all were hopeless 
good, fearless and defiant of evil. In many a venturo' 
in m.Tny a hand-to-hand encountci-, fouglit out with ^ 
(ifrce and almost as skilful as themselves, they had ea 
oniinous title ; and the very legionaries, though they sneered ' 
thiar discipline, and denied their elliciency in long-probtusk 
warfare, coTild not but admit that to head a column of attot^' 
rnn a battci'ing-ram under the rcry ramparts of a citadel, to d 
in with a inad chpnr cvit ihe shattcrt'i! ruins df a breach, oi 
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eairy out any otlier liol nod deajierato service, tliere wci-o no 
soldiers in the army like tLe Legion of the Lost. 

Tfaey lind dwiniJIed ftway, indeed, Badly from slaughter and 
diacase ; yet there were BtiJl some five or sis hundred left, and 
this remnant consisted of the strongest and staunchest in the 
liand. They still constituted a separate legion, nor would it hava 
been judiciouB to incorporate them with any other force, whieh, 
indeed, might Lave been as unwilling to receive them as they 
tould be to enrol themselvea in ita ranks ; and they performed 
[lie same dutiea, and made it their pride to guard the same post? 
ihey had formerly watched when thrice their present strength. 

Under these ciroumatancea a freah draft would have been highly 
acceptable to the Legion of the Lost ; and in their daily increasing 
waut of men, even a single recruit was not to be despised. Occu- 
aionally one of the Syrian ausaliariea, or a member of any of the 
irregular forces attached to the Roman army, who had greatly 
diatingnished himself by hia daring, was admitted into their band, 
and these additions became less rare aa the original number 
decreased day by day. 

An appeal to the good nature of old Ilirpinus, hacked by a 
he.ivy bribe to one of his centurions, insui'ed Valeria's enrolment 
iiiio this wild, disorderly, and dangerous force; nor in their pre- 
sent las state of disciplme, with the prospect of an inm^ediate 
Bstisault, had she much to dread from the cui'iosity of her new 
comrades. Even in a Soman camp, money would purchase wine, 
and wine would purchase everything else. Valeria had donned 
in earnest the arms she had often before home for sport. ' Hip- 
plan taught me to use them,' she thought, with bitter, morbid 
exultation ; ' he shall see to-morrow how I have profited by his 
lessons 1 ' Then she resolved lo feed her fancy by gazing at tlie 
walls of Jerusalem; and she had little dilBculty in persuading a 
comrade to whom she brought a jar of strong Syrian wine, that 
he had better sufier lier to relieve him for the last hour or two of 
his watch. 

The Amazons of old, with a courage we might look for in vain 
amongst the otlier sex, were accustomed to amputate their right 
breast tliat it might not hinder the bow-string ivhen they drew 
the arrow to its head. Did they never feel, after tiie rfiapcly 
bosom was thus mutilated and defaced, a throb of anguish, or a 
weight of dull dead pain where the flesh was now scarred, and 
hardened, and cicatrised — nay, something worse than pain beneath 
tlie wound, when Ihey beheld a mother nursing a sucking-child ? 
Valeria, too, liud reaoli^ed, so to speuk, that she would cut the vei^ 
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heart from out of her breast — that ahe would never fed 
womaa fcela again. She knew she was miserabli 
desperate — she believed she could bear it nnbly n 
alie WM turned to atone. 

Yet, as fihe leaned on her apear ia the moonlight, wid gaaed i 
the city which contained the prize ahe had so coveted and la 
she waa compelled to acknowledge that the fibrea of that hea 
she had thought to tear out and cast away, retained their feeiin 
atill. For all that wbb come and gone, ahe loved faim, oh I i 
dearly, yet ; and the eyes of the loat, maddened, deeperate womfi 
filled with tears of as deep and un!!elfl!>h alFection aa could liai 
been shed by Mariamne herself in her pure and slainleaa youth. 

Valeria, as Hippias had learned by painiul experience, wi 
resolute for good and evil. It was tliis decision of characta 
joined to the impulaive disposition which api-ings from an tmdi'f 
ciplined life, that had given him his prey. But it was tliia tlii 
thwai'ted all the efforts he made to obtain the ascendancy oT< 
her which generally follows such a link aa theirs ; and it was thi 
too, that ere long caused her to tear the hnk asunder without 
moment's apprehension or remorse. With all his energy nn 
habits of command, the gladiator found he could not control tL 
proud Roman lady, who in a moment of caprice had bowed hi 
head to the very dust for the sake of following him. He coul 
neither intimidate her into obedience, nor crush her into deapoi 
though he tried many a haughty threat, and many an unmajrl 
taunt at her ahame. But all in Tain ; and as he would not jia] 
an inch in their disputes, there was but little peace in the t^t I 
Ihe brave leader who ruled ao sternly over the Legion of til 
Lost. The pair, indeed, went through the usual phaaea thi 
accompany such bonds as those they chose to wear ; but 
changes were more rapid than common, aa might well be e: 
when their folly had not even the escuso of true affection on I 
aides. Valeria indeed tired first; for aa far as the gladiator 
capable of loving anything but hia profession, he loved her, 
Ihis perhaps only embittered the guilty cup that was alrea^ 
Buffioiently unpalatable to both. Weariness, as usual, folloi 
fast on the heels of eatiety, to bo succeeded by irritation, 
tent, and dislike ; then oarae rude words, angry gesturea, 
overt Bggrea.^ion from the man, met by the woman with toi 
provocations, mute defiance, and anllen scorn. To love aimtha 
too, so hopeiesaly and so dearly, made Valeria's lot even mOi 
illdiciilt to bear, rendering her fretfiil, intolerant, and inacc^saibl 
o all efUjrts at reconciliation. Thua the breach widened liour h 
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htmr; and on" the dny wlien Ilippiaa returned to hie tpnt from 
ihe cotmeil of war before which Calclias had been brought, Valeria 
quitted it, vowing never to return. 

She had but one object left for which to hve. jraddened by 
shame, infuriated by the insults of the gladiator, her great lova 
yet surged up in her heart with an LrresiHtible tide ; and she re- 
solved that she would see Esca once more, ay, though the whola 
Jewish army stood with levelled spcara iDetween them. After 
that, she cared not if ehe died on the spot at hii ffaet I 

To get within the works was indeed no easy matter ; and so 
close a watch was kept by the Romans on all movements between 
the lines of the hostile forces, now in such dangerous prosimity, 
that it was impossible to escape from the camp of Titus and join 
ihe enemy behind the wall, though the Jews, notwithstanding the 
vigilance of their countiymen, were trooping to the beaiegerpi' 
camp by soores, to implore the protection of the conquaror, and 
tJirow themaelvca on his well-known clemency and moderation. 

Valeria, then, had taken the deaperate resolution of entering 
the city with the assault on the morrow. For this purpose she 
had adopted the dress and array of the Lost Legion. She wonld 
at least, she thought in her despair, be as forward as any of those 
rcckleiss combatants. She would, at least, see Esca once more. 
If he met her under shield, not knowing her, and hurled her to 
the ground, the arm that smote her would be that of her glorious 
and beloved Briton. There was a wild, sweet sadness in the 
thought that she might perhaps die at last by his hand. 

Full of such morbid fenciea — her imagination over-excited, her 
courage kindled, her nervea strong to their highest pitoh — it 
brought with it a fearful reaction to learn that even her last con- 
solation might be denied her — that the chance of meeting her 
lover once more waa no longer in her own hands. What I had she 
undergone all these tortures, submitted to all this degradation, for 
nothing ? And waa Esca to die after all, and never leam that 
she had loved him to the last? She could not have believed it, 
but for the calm, hopeless miseiy that she read in Mariamnc's 

For a. while Valeria covered her face and remained silent ; then 
she looked down scomluUy on the Jewess, who was still on her 
knees, holding the hem of the Koman lady's garment, and spoke 
in a cold, contemptunu.'} tone : — 

'Bound and condemned to death, and you are here? Yoti 
^jmat indeed love him very dearly to leave him at auch a 
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Mariamne'i despuii' was insensible to the taunt. 

' I am hei'G,' said she, ' to rare liim. It is the only duoo^ 
Oh, lady, help me I help me if only for his dear sake 1 ' ^ 

' What would you have me do 1 ' retorted the other, impatienflyii 
' Cfln I pull down your fortified wall with my naked handR^ 
Can yoii and I storm the rampart at point of apear, and bear hin 
away from the midst of the enemy to share him afterwards b« 
tween us, aa the legionariea aliare a prey?' — and she laoghefl 
Hti'ange, choking laugh while she spoke. 

'Nay/ pleaded the kneeling Jewess, ' look not down c 
angrily. I pray — I implore you only to aid me I ' Ay ! tliou 
fou alay me afterwards with your hand if I displease you 
word or deed. Listen, noble lady ; I can lead the Roman ann^ 
within tiie walle ; I can bring the soldiera of Titns into JerusaleS^, 
maniple by maniple, and cohort by cohort, where tiey shall m 
priae my countrymen and obtain easy possession of the town j « 
all I aak in retiini — the price of my shume, the reward of nrf, 
black treachery— ia, that they will rescue the two priaonerabouij 
in the Outer Coui't of the Temple, and spare thdr lives for h 
sake who lias sold honour, and counlry, and kindred here t 

Valeria reflected for a few seconds,. The plan promised v 
her woman's intuition read the secret of the other wonian'a he« 
A thousand schemes rose rapidly in her brain ; schemes of Ic 
of triumph, of revenge. Was it feasible? She ran over thepc 
lion of the wall, the direction from which Marianme had com 
her own knowledge gained Irom the charta she had studied in 1 
tent of Ilippias— charts that, obtained partly by treachery a 
partly by observation, mapped out every street and terrace : 
Jerusalem— and she thought it was. Of her suppliant's 
faith ahe entertained no doubt. 

'There is then a secret passage? ' blie said, preserving atill. 
stem and haughty manner to mask tlie anxiety she reid^ f^ 
How long is it, and how many men will it lake in abreast?' 

' It cannot be far,' answered the Jewess, ' since it extenda bi 
from that heap of brushwood to the terrace of my father's hoi; 
It might hold three men abreast. I ciitroat you lake me to Titfl 
that I may prevail on him to order the attack ere it be too hS 
I myself will conduct his soldiers into the city.' 

Valeria's generosity was not proof against her selfishness. ] 
many other wumen, her instincta of possession were strong; i 
00 sooner had she grasped the possibility of saving Esca, than 
old lierce longing to have him for her very DV/n returned v 
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Tliat 1 uiay rtiicue lliG Briton fuf llit' J«wes.il' site rtil^rted, 
with a fiiieei', ' Do yoti know to ivhom you upcak ? Listen, girl : 
I, too, liave loved tliis Eiica; loved Mm witli n love (o whicli 
yours is but as the glinimer on niy helmet compared to t!ie red 
glare of that watch-fire below the hill — loved him aa iho tigress 
tiives her culw — nay, Eomelimoa as the tigrees loves her prey ! 
Do yoa think I will save lilm for another 7 ' 

Miiriiirane's face was paler than ever now, btil her voice wm 
eledr, thou^ very low and sad, wliile she rephed : 

' You love him too I I know it, lady, and therefore I ask you 
to save him. Not for me ; oh 1 not for me 1 When he is once 
Bet free, I ivill never see him more : this is your price, ia it not 7 
Willingly, heartily I pay it; only eavo him — only save him ! 
You will, lady ; will you not 7 And bo you will take me direct 
lo Titus ? See I the middle watch of the night is already nearly 

But Valeria's plotting brain began now to shape its plans; ehe 
Raw the obstacles in her way were alia to conduct the girl at oaae 
into the presence of Titus. Her oivn disguise would be discovered, 
and the Koman commander was not likely to permit such a 
jlagrant breach of discipline and propriety to pass \mnoticed. II 
not punished, she would probably bo at least pubhclj shamed, 
and placed under restraint. Moreover, the Prince might hesitate 
to credit Mariamne'a story, and suspect the whole scheme was but 
a plot to lead the attacking party into an ambush. Eesidea, she 
would never yield to the Jeweaa the credit and the privilege ol 
saving her lover. No : nhc had a better plan than this. She 
knew that Titus had resolved the city sliould fall on the morrow, 
yiie knew the assault would take place at dawn ; she would prr- 
Guude Mariamne to return into &e town ; she would mark the 
Kecret entrance well. When the gladiators advanced to llie 
attack, ehe wotdd lead a chosen band by this path into the very 
heart of the eily ; she would save £sca at the supreme moment ; 
and surely his belter feelings would acknowledge her sovereignty 
then, when she came to him as a deliverer and a conqueror, like 
Mime iabuloua heroine of his own barbarian nation. She woold 
revenge on Hippiss all the past weary months of discord; slie 
would laugh Placidus to scorn with his subtle plana and hi* 
veaturouB course, and the ski]] he boasted ia the art of war. 
Nay, even Licuuua himself woiUd be brought to acknowledge her 
in her triumph, and be forced to confess that, stained, degraded 
•a she was, lib kinswoman bad at last proved herself a true scion 
~" tUeir noble line, worthy of llie name of Roman I There waa 
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R, Bting, though, in a cettain memory that Mnriamae's wen 
brought back ; their very tone recalled hia, whea he too it 
offeruil to sacrifice hia love that he might save ita object — and i 
thought how different were their hearts to hers. But the*pa 
only goaded her into aotiun, and iilie ruiaed the still kaeeling ^ 
with a kindly gesture, and a reassuring ismile. 

' You can trust me to save liim,' wid aba ; ' but it would 1 
unwise to declare your phtn to Titii).. He would not believ« : 
but -would simply muke you a prisoner, and prevent me 
fidfiUing my object til! too late. Show me the secret path, 
and by all a woman holds most Eiiored, by all I have moat priM 
yet lost, I swear to you that tlie Euglea Bhall shake their winga 
the Temple by to-morrow'a aunriae ; that I will cut Eaoa's ^M 
with the very sword that hangs here in my belt I Getum^ 
way you came ; be careful to avoid observation ; and if you a 
Valeria again ahve, depend upon her friendship and proteedt 
for hia sake^whom you and I shall have saved from death beTo 
another day be post I ' 

So strangely constituted are women, that something almost li: 
a carOEB passed between these two, as the one gave and the olli 
received the solemn pledge ; although Mariamoe yielded but is 
willingly to Valeria's arguments, and sought the secret way < 
her return with slow reluctant atepft. But die had no altemativi 
and the Iloman lady's certainty of success imparted some of ' 
own confidence to the weary and desponding Jewess. ' At teg 
thought Mariamne, ' if I cannot save him, I can die with ) 
wid tiien nothing can separate us any more I ' Sad aa it was, 
yet felt comforted by the hopeless reflection, while it tu^ed her 
to hasten to her lover at once. 

There was no time to be lost. As she looked back to the 
Roman sentinel, once more motionless on his post, and waved her 
hand with a gesture that seemed to implore assistance, while it 
expressed confidence, ere she stooped to remove the brushwood 
for her return, a peal of Roman trumpets broke on the silence, 
•otmding out the call which was tei-med ' Cock-crow/ an buur 
before the dmvn. 



CHAPTER XrV. 



Theke is nothing in the hialory of ancient or modem times 
ean at all help us to realise the feelings with which the Jewx 
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^^BHSWaar Temple. To them thoBacred building was not only 
flie very type and embodiment of tliM religion, but it represented 
also the magnificence of their wealtli, the pride of their strengtll, 
the glory, the antiquity, and the patriotism of tho whole people 
— noble in architecture, imposing in dimensions, and ghttETing 
with ornament, it w&s at onoe a church, a citadel, and a palace. 
If a Jew would eipresa the attribiitBB of strength, symmetry, or 
s|i!endour, he compared the object of hLs admiration with the 
Temple. His prophecies coniinually nlluded to the national 
building as being identical with the nation itaelf; and to speak 
of injiuy or contamination to the Temple was tantamount to a 
threat of defeat by foreign nrraB, and invasion by a foreign host 
—~M ita demolition was alwaye considered synonymous with tha 
total destruction of Judica; tor no Jew could contemplate the 
poSHibility of & national existence apart from this atronghold of 
hia faith. 

Ilia tendency thus to identiiy himHelf with his place of worship 
ivas also much fostered hy the general practice of his people, who 
uinually flocked to Jerusalem in great multitudes to keep the 
feast of the Passover; so that there were few of the posterity of 
Abraham throughout the whole of Syria who had not at some 
time in their lives been tliemselves eye-witnesses of iLe glories in 
wtich they took such pride. At the period when the Boman 
army invested the Holy City, an unusually large number of 
these worshippers had congregated within its walls, enhancing to 
a great degree the Bcarcilj of pi-ovisions, and all other miseries 
inseparable from a state of siege. 

The Jews defended their Temple to the last. Wbile the 
terrible otrcle was contracting day by day, while suburb after 
suburb waa taken, and tower after tower destroyed, they were 
driven, and, as it were, condensed gradually and suroly, towards 
the upper city and the Holy Place itself. They seemed to cling 
round the latter and to trust in it for protection, as though ila 
veryslonea were animated by the sublime worship they had been 
reared to celebrate. 

It waa a little before the dawn, and the Outer Coiu't of the 
Temple, called the Court of the Gentiles, waa enveloped in the 
gloom ofthis, the darkest hour b tie whole twenty-lour. Nothing 
could be distinguished of its surrounding cloisters, save here and 
there the stem of a pillar or the segment of an arch, only viaibla 
because brought into relief by the black recesses behind. A 
star or two were faintly twinlding in the open sky overhead; but 

! morning waa preceded by a light vapoury haze, and tha 
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bi-oezc lliul wafkd it came moist nnd dull from 
wailing and mooning round tlie unseen pillars 
the niiglity building above. 

Except tho aacred precincts themselves, this Wiia perhaps 
only place of secuiity left to the defendera of Jerusalem; 
here, witliin a apear's length of each other, they had bound 
two Christiana, doomed by the Sanhedrim to die. Provided 
a moreel of bread, scarce aa it was, and a jar of water, sup_ 
by that Hpurious mercy which keeps the oondemoed alive 
orda: to put liim to death, they had seen the Sabbath, *'' 
glowing hours of fierce pitiless heat, pass slowly and 
uway ; they had dragged tlirough the long watehes of the t 
ing night, and now tiey were on the brink of that day, 
was to be their last on earlli. 

Esca stirred nneasily where he sat ; and the inoveracnt 
to rouae his companion from a fit of deep abstraction, 
judging fay tho cheei'fid tones of his voice, could have bee 
depressing nature. 

' It hath been a tedious watch,' said Culchus, ' and I am'gladia 
is over. See, Eaca, the dty grows daiier and darker, even 
eiir fate on earth. In a little while day will come, and wil 
our great and crowning triumph. How glorious will be the ' 
shining on thee and mc, in another world, an hour after daw 

The Briton looked admiringly at his comrade, almost eni 
him the heartfelt happiness and content betrayed by bia 
accents. He had not himself yet arrived at that pinnacle 
faith, on which his li'iend stood so confidently ; and, inde 
Providence seems to have ordained, that in most cases such pi 
should be gradually and insensibly attained, that the ascent i ' 
be won slowly step by step, and that even as a man breaBtitJI 
a mountain scales height afler heigjit, and sees his hori; 
widening mile by mile as he strains towards its crest, so 
Christian must toil ever upwards, thankful to gain i 
time, though he finds tliat it but leads him to a high 
and a farther aim ; and that, though his tIbw is extending 
around, and increasing knowledge takes in much of which. 
never dreamed before, the piospeut expands but aa the eye aso 
while every summit gained is an encouragement to alt 
another, nobler, and higher, and nearer yet to heaven. 

' It will be daylight in an hour,' said Esca, in a for less cl 
fill voice, ' and the cowards will be here to pound us to t 
against tliia pavement with their cruel atones. I woiUd ihin 
my bonda cut, and a weapon within 
Calclins, and tso die Ltt bay anirmgst thi 
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'Be thankful that s nwa'a death is not at his own choice,' 
replied Calchas, gently. ' How would poor Luman nature be 
perplexed, to lake the happy method and the proper moment ! 
Be thankful, above all things, for the boon of death itself. It 
was infinite mercy that bade the inevitable deliverer wait on sin. 
What curse could equal an imaiortalily of evil ? Would you live 
for ever in such a world as oura if you could ? nay, you in your 
youth, and strength and beauty, would you wish to remain till 
your ibrm wsua bent, and your beard grey, and your oyes dim J 
Think, too, of the many deaths you might have died, — atrieken 
with leprosy, civuching like a dog In some hidden corner of tli* 
ci^, or wasted fay fiimine, gnawiog a. morsei of offal from which 
tlie Bustenance had long einco been extracted by some wretch 
already perished. Or burnt and sufibcated amongst the flaming 
ramparts, like the maniple of EomanB whom you yourself saw 
consumed over against the Tower of Antonia but u fciv ehorl 
days ago I ' 

' That, at least, was a soldier's death,' replied Esca, to whose 
reaolute nature the idea of yielding up h*U life without n struggle 
seeraod so hard. ' Or I might have fallen by sword-stroke, or 
Bpear-thrust, on the wall, like n man. But to be stoned to dcalli, 
ns the shepherds stone a jackal in his hole I It is a horrible and 
on ignoble fate 1 ' 

' Would you put away from you the great gloty tJiat is olTiTcd 
you?' asked Calchas, gravely. ' W"ould you die butaa a heathen, 
or one of our own miserable Eobbera and Zealots, of whom the 
worst do not hesitate to give their blood for Jerusalem? Are 

£)u not better, and braver, and nobler than any of these? 
isten, young man, to him who speaks to you now words for 
whioh he must answer at the great tribunal ere another hour be 
past. Proud should you be of His favour whom you will be 
permitted to gloriiy to-day. Adiamed, indeed, as feeling your 
own imworthiness, yet exulting thnt you, a young and inexperi- 
enced disciple, ahoiild have been ranked amongBt the leaders and 
the champions of the true faith. Look upon me, Esca, bound and 
waiting here like yourself for death. For two-score yearg have 1 
striven to follow my Master, with feeble steps, indeed, and many 
a Bad misgiving and many a humbling fall. Por two-score yearn 
have I prayed nightandmorning; first, that I might have strength 
to persevere in the way that I had been taught, so that I might 
contiaue amongst His servants, even though I were the very 
lowest of the low. Secondly, that if ever the tune should come 
I was estiiemed worthy to suffer for llis sake, I might not 
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be too much exalted 'witli that glory wLloK I have M 

attain, 1 tell thee, boy, that in an hour's time ft'oi , 

and 1 Hhnll be received bji those good and great men of whonLllfl 
)i»ve BD often apoken to thee, coming forward in shining ganneoti^ * 
-with outstretched armB, to welcome our approach, and lead iw 
into the eternal light of 'which I dare not apeak even now, in the 
place which eye hatli not eecn, nor ear heard, uof the heart of 
man eonceived. And all this guerdon ia for tliee, coming into 
ihe ririnvaid at the eleventh hour, yet sharing with those who 
have Ivirne the labour and heat of the day. Oh, Eaca, I have 
loved thee like a son, yet from my heart, I cannot wish thea 
anywhere but bound here by my side this night,' 

Thii odier could not but kindle with his companion's enthu- 
siasm. ' Oh, when they come,' said he, ' they shall find me ready. 
And 1 Loo, Calclins, believe me, would not flinch from thee sovr 
if I ccitild. Nay, if it be His will that I muat be stoned to death 
hei-G ia the Outer Court of the Temple, I have learned from thee, 
old friend, gratflfiiUy and humbly to accept my lot. Yet I am 
but Imman, Calchaa, Thou sayest truly, I lack the long and 
holy training of thy two-score yeara. I have a tie that binds n« 1 
tael to earth. It is no sin to love Mnriamne, and I would lain iii,IIm 
iii:'j onco again.' 9 

\ tear rose to the old man's eye. Chastened, purified, aa WmJ 
hia spirit, and ready to take its fhght for home, he could yet feaB 
for human love. Nay, the very ties of kindred were stKO^n 
within him, liere in his place of auifering, as tliey had been iul 
hiii brother's hearth. ^H 

It was no Bma]l subject of congratnlation lo liim, that hla flDOH 
fession of &ith before the Sanhedrim, while it Tindicated nj^l 
Master's honour, ahoald at the same time have preserved Elmariifl 
character in the eyes of the nation, while his e.xultation at ^^M 
prospect of sharing with hia disciple the glory of iiiiiil^i'ili^^B 
was damped by the reflection that Mariainno must grieve bitto^H 
ns the htimaa heart will, ere her nobler and holier self eo^^l 
become vocont'lled to her toss. For a moment he spoke n^B 
though hia lips moved in silent prayer for both, and Eaca pnrsiilH 
the subject that occupied most of hia thought.^ even at suah aiVS 
hour as this. jfl 

' I would fain see her,' he repented, dreamily. ' I Icved V^M 
so well ; my beaiitifVil Mariamne. And yet it is a selfish and >^^| 
worthy wish. She would suffer so much to look on nie lj^^| 
bomid and helpless here. She will know, too, when it \b n'f^H 
iliat my lart thought was of her, and it may bi she vrill Wtiqll 
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becARBe ulie waa nol here to cateli my Inat looV l)efore I died, 
Tell mo, Cjilclias, I sliall Burely meet liar in that other worlil? 
It can be no aia to love her na I hnve loTed I ' 

'Ho sin,' repeated Culcliaa, grayely j 'none. Tlie Gcd wlio. 
bean eadi lore for them has c&lled nine^teaOia of his creaCurca 
to Ilia knowledge through their afFectiona. When these are suf- 
fered to beoorae tlio primaij objoct of tlie heart, it may be that 
he will Eee fit to crmh (hem in the dust, and will smite, with th« 
bitterest of all aiQictions, yet only tbat he may beal. Hon- many 
men have followed the p>alh to heaven tliat waa firnt pointed out 
by a woman's hand? That a woninn hath pcrhapa gone on tg 
tread, beckoning him aAcr her aa slie vaniahed, with a holy 
hopefiil smile. No, Esca, it is not an to love as thou haat done ; 
and because thou hast not scrupled to give up even this, the great 
and precious treasure of thy heart, for thy Master's honour, thou 
ahalt not lose thy reward.' 

' And I BhaU see lier again,' he insisted, clinging yet somewhat 
to eartlily feelings and eartkly r<^ets, for was he not but a young 
and untrained disciple 7 ' It seems to me, tliat it would be un- 
jtiBt to part her from me for ever. It seems to me that heaven 
Itself would not be heaven away from her I' 

'I fear thou art not fit to die,' replied Calchas, in a low and 
Borrowful voice. ' Pray, my son, pmy feirently, unceaaingly, 
Hiat the himian heart mnj be taken away from tliee, and the new 
heart given which will fit tlice for the place whither thou goest 
to-dny. It ia not for thee and for me to say, " Give me here. 
Father, a morsel of bread, or give me there a cup of wine." 
We need but implore in our prayers, of Infinite Wisdom and 
Infinite Mercy, to grant that which it knows ia best for our 
welfare ; and Ho who haa taught ua bow to pray, has bidden ua, 
even before we ask for food, acknowledge a humble unquestion- 
irg resignation to the wilt of our Father which is in hoaven. 
Irfave all to Him, my son, satisfied that He will grant thee what 
ia best for thy welfare. Dbtresa not thyself with weak misgivings, 
nor Hubtla reasonings, nor vajn enquiries. Trust, only trust and 
pray, here in the court of death, aa yonder on the rampart, or at 
home by tlie beloved hearth, so shalt thou obtain the victory; 
for, indeed, the battle drawelb nigh. The watches of the night 
are past, and it ia already lime to buckle on our armour for the 
fight.' 

While he apoke the old man pointed to the cast, where the 

Srat fiiint tinge of daivn was stealing up into the sky. Looking 

■ J his companion's lace, only now becoming visible In the dull 
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twilight, he was Btmok with tl)e change that 
Buffering and imprisonment had wrongbt upon those foir yonnftl 
features. Escu seemed ten years older in thiLt one day anX-l 
niglit; nor could CiJchae repress a throb of exultation, as 
tLought how his own time-worn frame and feeble nature had 
been supported by the strong faith widiin. The feeling, how- 
ever, was hut momentary, for the Christian identified himself at 
once with the suffering and the sorrowfiil ; nor would he ha» 
hesitated in the hearty eelf-Bacrificisg spirit that his faith i 
laught him, that no other faith either provides or enjoina, to ti 
on his own shoulders the burden that seemed so hard for bia lei™^ 
advanced brother to bear. It was no self-confidence tLat gM 
the willing martyr such inyincible courage ; but it wM ik 
thorough abnegation of self, the entire dependence on Him, vif 
alone never fails man at hia need, the fervent faith, which c 
see BO clearly through the mists of time and humanity, as tc 
cept the infinite and the eternal for the visible, and the tang 
and the real. 

They seemed to have changed places now ; that doomed pal 
waiting in their bonds for death. The near approach of mor^lf 
seemed to call forth the exulting spirit of the warrior in. t) 
older man, to endow the younger with the humble redgnationH 
the saint. ' Pi-ay for me that I may be thought worthy," vlSl 
pered the latter, pointing upwards to the grey light mdeningev* 
moment above their heads. 

' Be of good cheer,' replied the other, his whole face Idndli^ 
with a triumphant smile. ' Behold, the day is breaking, and tii6 
iind I have done with night, henceforth, for evermore ! ' 



GITArXER XV. 

FANATICISM. 

I, fanaticism alw c 



Weile faith has its n 

md its championB. Calchas 

ihan Eleazar in his breastplate ; but the zeal that brought peal 

lo the one, goaded the other into a restless energy of defiaitqj 

which amounted in itself to torture. 

The chief of the Zealots was preparing for the great stru 
that his knowledge of warfare, no le.^s than the words of"E 
lirother before the Sanhedrim (words which yet rang in hia e.. 
with a vague monotony of repetition) led him to expect wil 
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niomiog. Soon afW niidntgbt, ho IihcI wuke from the filumber 
in whiiih Mariamne left tiiii wrapped, and without making 
enquiry Ibr Ida daughter, or indeed taiiug any thought of her, he 
had alined himself at once and prepared to visit the renewed 
defences with the first glimpse of day. To do so he was obligwi 
to pasa through the Court of the Gentiles, where his brother and 
his friend lay bound; for in the strength of the Temple itself 
GOtksisted the last hopes of the be^eged, and its security war of 
the more importance now that the whole of the lower town was 
in possession of the enemy. Eleazar had decided that if neces- 
sary he wouJd abandon the rest of tlie city to the Romans, and 
throwing himself with a chosen band into this citadel and fortress 
of his faith, would hold it to the last, and rather pollute Uie 
Bacred places with his blood, than surrender them into the hand 
of the Gentiles. Sometimes, in hia more exalted moments, he 
persuaded himself that even at the extremity of their need, 
heayen would interpose for the rescue of tlie choneu people. Ab 
a member of the Sanhedrim and one of the chief nobility of the 
nation, he had not failed to acquire the rudiments of that magic 
lore, which was called the science of divination. Formerly, 
while in compliance with custom he mastered the elements of the 
art, hia strong intellect laughed to acom the power it pretended 
to confer, and the mysteries it professed to expound. Now, 
harassed by continual anxiety, sapped by grief and privation, 
warped by the unvaried predominance of one idea, the sane mind 
sought refuge in the shadowy poaaibihtiea of the aupematural, 
from the miseries and horrors of its daily reality. 

He recalled the prodigies, of which, diongh he had not himself 
been an eyewitness, he had heard from credible and trustworthy 
sources. They could not have been sent, bo thought, only to 
alarm and astonish an ignorant multitude. Signs and wonders 
must have been addressed to him, and men hke him, leaders and 
rulers of the people. He never doubted, now that a sword of 
lire had been seen flaming over the city in the midnight sky ; 
that a heifer, driven there for sacrifice, had brought forth a lamb 
in tlic midst of the temple; or that the gi-eat sacred gate of brass 
in the same building had opened of its own accord in the middle 
watch of the night ; nay, diat chariots and horsemen of fire had 
been seen careering in the heavens, and fierce battles raging fi^m 
the horizon to the zenith, with alternate tide of conquest and 
defeat, with nil the slaughter and confusion and vicissitudes of 

^^^iTlai war." 

^^^b* For adtscripllun of these porleulo us appearances, bolb pl'l'^iclls to and 
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These ooneidemtloiia endowed liim with Uie exalted confident 
whiuli borders on iiipanjty. As tlio dreamer finds liimeelf pogseased 
of HupernatuTol strength and dul-iog, attempting and achleTing 
feats whicli yet he knows the while are imposaibilitiea, eo Els 
walking armed tluough tho waning night towards the Ten 
Almost believed that with his own right hand ha could s 
countiy — ahnoat hoped that witli daylight he should £nd ai 
or a fiend at his aide empowered to aaalat liim, and renolved ^tt^ 
he would accept the aid of either, with equa! gratitudsanddelj^ 

Neverthelesa, as he entered the oloiBtera th^t Eurrowided ti 
Court of the Gentiles, hia proud crest sank, his step grew ^iu 
and less aeaurod. Nature prevailed for an ioBtant, and hs VOF 
lain have gone over to that gloomy comer, and bidden fl 
brother a lust kind Ikrewell. The posaibHity even crossed] 
brain of dra^nsg his sword and setting the priMmem £eea i 
couple of strokes, bidding them escape ia the darkuosa, and d 
for themselves; but the fanaticism which had been so kmg gi ' 
on hia better judgment, checked the Lealihy impulse ai 
' It may be,' thought the Zealot, ' that this last great aacrifii 
required from me — from me, Eleaiiar Ben-Manahem, chosei^ill 
eave my people from destruction this day. Shall I grudge tT 
victim, bound as he is now with cords to the altar? 
though my lather's blood will redden it when he dies, 
spare tlie bruve yonng Gentile, who hath been to me aa 
man, though but a stranger within ray gate, if hia life to^'fi 
required for an oblation ? No 1 not though my child's heart 9 
break when she learns that he is gone fortli into the nigh^ usa 
to Toturn. JephUiah grudged not his daughter to redeen^ h 
vow ; diall I murmur to yield the Eves of all my kindred, &ek 
as mine own, for the aalvation of Jerusalem 7' And thus.tlua 
ing, he steeled himself against evay aofler feeling, and resolr 
he would not even bid the prisoners fiireweU, He could i 
trust himself It might iwman him. It might deetr oy. his ibi 
tude ; nay, it might even offend the vengeance he hoped to p 
pitiate. Bs^ddea, if ho were known to have held communicat, 
with two professed Chiifltians, where would bo the popnlari^ a) 
iufluenoe on which he calculated to bear him in triumph thro 
the great decisive struggle of the day 7 It was better to b 

fluiiiig tbe fliege of Jecnsaleni, see Josephua, Wan of the JcW», badtfl 
tDC. 5, as related by tlie historiHii with perfoct gooil fettb, md ao dightflT 
[(Kiaches lo the iniicdulity of liia obdunits couiitrjmMi^thttt ganioMia ' 
whom tht grcateet aathority liHS said, ' Esci^pt je eee BignH and wcadm 
will aut bi^ljcve,' 




niWK. 301 

mab fiwiish jMirninga. It was wiser to hni-den his heart sad paae 
by on the oilier eide. 

Nevertheless he paiised for a momeat and atrcichcd hia anna 
'with a yearmng gesture towards that comer in which his brollier 
lay boiitid, tmd, while he did so, a light step glided bj in iho 
-gloom; a light figure pissed so near that it almost touched him, 
and & womon'B lipa were pressed to the hem of hia garment with 
a long clinging kiss, Uiat bade him a last ferewell. 

Mariamne, returning to the city by the secret way fi'oni her 
interview with "Valeria in the-Roninn camp, had been careful itot 
to enter her father's hoiue, leet her absence might have been dis- 
covered, and her Uberly of action fbr the future impnu-ed. Slia 
would have liked to see that Either once more ; but till other cou- 
■ideratioas were awaUowed up in the thought of Esca'a danger, 
and the yearning to die with him if her efTorlK hud been too lata 
to save. She sped accordingly through the dork Hti-eet« to tlic 
Temple, despising, or rather ignoring, those dangers which h&d so 
(errihed her in her progress during the earher part of the night. 
While she atole under the shadow of the cloisters townrde lier 
lover, her ear rceogniaed the sound of u familiar elep, and her 
eye, accustomed to the gloom, and sharpened by a child's aft'ec- 
Uim, made out the figure of her father* armed and on his way t<i 
the wall. She could not but remember that tlie morning light 
wlrich waa to bring certain death to Seaa, might not, improbably, 
ahine upon Eleazar'a corpse m well. He Would defend the place 
she knew to the last drop of hia blood; and the Roman would 
never enter the Temple but over the Zealot's body. She coulu 
never hope to see him again, the father, whom, notwithstanding 
hia fierceness and hie faults, she could not choose but love. And 
all ahe could do was to shed a tear upon hia garment, and wisli 
him this silent and unacknowledged farewell. Thus it was that 
Eleazar bore ivith him into the battle the last c'lreaa he was ever 
destined to receive from hia abiid. 



CHAPTEE XVI. 



Tub day soon broke in earnest, cold and pale on the loivera ant! 

pinnacles of the Temple. The lofty dome that had been looming 
; an the ahy, grand and grey and indistinct, hke the mass of cliiiida 
""■"it rolls away before the pure clear eye of morning, glowed with 
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« flush i)f pink; and changed again to its own glittering wbile 
polished marblp, as its crest caught the full beams of the riai 
sun. Ere long the golden roof was epartling here and there 
points of lire, to blaze out at last in one dazzling sheet of flam 
but Btill the court of the Gentiles below was wrapped in gloo 
and the two bound figures in its darkest comer, turned their p 
feces upward to greet the advent of another day — their last on ear 

But their attention was soon recalled to the Court itself; 
through the dark recesses of the yaulted cloisters, was windii^ 
ominous procession of those who had been their judges, and M 
now approached to seal the fiat of their doom. Clad in longdi 
i-obes, and headed by their ' Nasi,' they paced slowly out, man 
ing two by two with solemn step and stem nnpifying mien : 
was obvious that the Sanhedrim adhered strictly to that article 
Iheir code, which enjoined them toperfbrm 'justice without raer 

Gravely advancing with the same slow step, gradual i 
inevitable as time, they ranged tlicmsclvcs in a semidrcie roi 
the prisoners — then halted every man at the snroe moment; wl 
all exclaimed aa with one voice, to notiiy their coinpletaon I 
iheir unanimity : 

' Here in the presenco of tlie Lord ! ' 

Again a death-like silence, intolerable, and apparently int 
niii^able to the condemned. Even Calchas felt his heart bi 
with a keen sense of injustice and a strange instinct of reaii 
while Esca rising to his fidl height, and in spite of his b«» 
folding his brawny arms across his ehest, frowned back at j 
pitiless assembly a defiance tliat seemed to challenge them to 
their worst 

Matthias the son of Boethus then stepped forward &om amoni 
his fellows; and addressed, according to custom, the yonugi 
member of the Sanhedrim. 

'Phineaa Ben-Ezra. Hatli tlie doom gone forth?' 

' It hath gone forth through the nation,' answered Phineas, 
deep sonorous tones. ' To north and south, to east and west; 
all the people of Judcea hath the inevitable decree been ma 
manifest. The accuser hath spoken and prevailed. The accuM 
have been judged and condemned. It is well. Let the senten 
be executed without delay I ' 

' Phineas Ben-Ezra,' intciposcd Matthias, ' can the condemn 
put forth no plea for pardon or reprieve 7 ' 

It was according to ancient custom that the Nasi should erl 
at tht! last moment urge this mereifid appeal — an appeal tl 
never obtained a moment's respite for the most innocent of mi 
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ferera. Ere Calchaa or Esca could have suid a word on their own 
beLalf, PhineaB took upon himself the estnbliahed reply : 

' TheVfiice of the Sanhedrim hath apoken I There is nn plea; 
thei'e IB no pardon ; there is no reprieve.' 

Tiicu Matthias raised both hondsabove his head, and spoke in 
low grave accents : 

' For the accused, juslice ; for the offender, death. The San- 
hedrim hath heard; the Sanhedrim hath judged; i.lie Sanhedrim 
hath condemned. It ia written, " If a man be found guilty of 
blasphemy, let him be stoned with atones until he die I " Again 
I aay uato you, Calchaa Beu-Manahem, and you, Esca the 
Gcnlile, your blood be upon your own heads.' 

Lowering bis l>andB, the signal was at once answered by tho 
inward niah of some score or two of vigorous young men, who 
liad been in readiness outaide the Court. These were stripped to 
tlie waist, and had tlieir loins girt. Some bore huge stones iu 
their bare anna ; othere, loosening the pavement widi crow and 
pick-axe, stooped down and tore it up with a fierce and cruel 
energy, as though, tlieyhad already been kept waiting too long. 

They were followers of John of Gischala, and their chief, though 
lie took no part in tte proceeding, stood at their head. His firat 
glanc« was one of savage triumph, which faded into no less aavage 
disappointment, as he saw Eleazar'a place vacant in the aasembly 
of judges — that warrior's duties against the enemy excusing hia 
attendance on the occasion. John had counted on this critical 
moment for the utter discomfiture of his rival ; but the latter, 
whose fortitude, strung as it had been to the highest pitch, could 
scarcely have carried him through such a trial as was prepared 
for bim, had escaped it by leadmg a choaen Land of followers to 
the post of danger, where the inner wall was weakest, and the 
breach so lately made had been hastily and insufflciently re- 
paired. 

John saw in this ivell-liraed absence anotbei' triumph for his 
invincible enemy. He turned away with a curse upon hia lipa, and 
ordered the young men to proceed at once in the execution of their 
ghastly duty. It seemed to him that he must not lose a moment in 
following hia rival to the wall, yet he could not resist the brulal 
pleasure of witnessing that rival's brother lying defaced and 
mangled in the homble death to which he had been coademncd. 

Already the atones were poised, the fierce brows knit, the bart 
anna raised, when even the savage execntioners held their bauds, 
and the grim Sanhedrim glanced from one to another, liatfin iin- 
(Wrtainty, half in pity, at what thev beheld. The figure cif a 
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womiin dardng from the gloomy cloislcr, rashed rctohs & 
to fall in Esca's anus iritli a etranga wild cry, not quite 
of triumph, not quite a ehrick of deepoir ; and the Briton looki 
down upon Marianme, folded her head to hia brenst, with, 
inurtnui of maul}' tendemesa that even eudi a momeat could i 
repress, while he shielded her with Lis body from the tl 
miisilee, in mingled geatleneBs and dofionce, as a. wih 
turned to bay protects its young, 

She paflscd her hands across his brow with a fond impnl 
caress. With a woman's instinct, too, of cars and compai 
she gently stroked his wiist where it had been chafed and ^ 
by Ilia bonds ; then she smiled up in his fece, a loving hap^ 
smile, and ivhispered, ' My ovra, my dear one; they shall ne* 
part ua. If I cannot eayc thee, I can die with thee ; oh 1 
happy. Happier dian I have ever been before in my life.' 

It woe a strange feeling for him to slirink from the beloT 
presence, to avoid the desired caretw, to entreat Ilia Mariai 
leave him ; bnt though his first impulae liiid been to clasp llcr 
his arms, hie blood ran cold to think of the danger she was bnt 
ing, the fate to which those tender limbs, that fair young delioi 
body, wuiild too sui'aly be espoaed. ^^^ 

'No, no,' he said, 'not so. You are too yoimg, too bcftutii 
to die. MariMane, if you ever loved me — nay, as you love n 
1 chaise you to leave nie now.' 

She looked at Calchas, whom she had not yet seemed to re 
niae, and tJiero was a smile. Yes I a smile on her fiic^ v 
she stood forth between the prisoners, and fi.'onted that yrhi 
assembly with dauntless fcrehead and bvave flashing eyes ; I 
fair slight figure the one centre of all observation, the < 
prominent object in the Courl. 

'Listen,' she said, in clear sweet tones, that rang like miif 
to the very farthest cloisters. 'Listen all, and bear witoefll 
Princes of the House of Judah, Elderaand Nobles, and Piiesta ai 
Levitea of the nation 1 ye cannot shrink from your duly, ye a 
Dot put off your sacred character, I appeal to your own (XMiati 
tion and yoiii own awful vow. Ye have sworn to ob^ t 
dictates of wisdom without favour; ye have sworn to fulfill I 
behests of juslioe without mercy. I charge yo to condemti n 
Mariamna, tlie daughter ofEIeazar Ben-Manahem, to be atoned wil 
stones until I die ; for that I too am one of those Nazorenea w 
men call Christians. Yea, I triumph in their belief, as I gloryi 
their name. Ye need no evidence, for I condemn myself out ( 
my own month, Priests of my father's faith, here in its vet 



tenple I deny your holineas, I abjure yonr worship, 1 renoonoB 
jour creed 1 Tbia building diat overshadows me shall testify to 
my demmciationa. It may be that this YOry day it shall fall in 
upon yon, and cover you with its rulna. If these have Bpoken 
blaaphemy, bo have I ; if these ai'e offenders Worthy of death, 
BO am I. I bear witness against you ! I doiy you I I bid you 
do your worst on those wlio are proud and liappy to die for 



Her cheel! glowed, her eye Unshed, hiir very figure dilated og 
she shook her white hand afoft, and thus braved the aaaomblcd 
Sanhedrim with her defiance. It was strange how like Eleazar 
she was at that moment, while the rich old blood of Manaheni 
mounted in her veins; and the courage of her fathers, that of 
yore had smitten the armed Philistine !n the wilderness, and 
turned the lieroe children of Moab in the veiy tide of conquest, 
now blazed forth at the moment of danger in the fairest and 
gcntteat descendant of their line. Even her very tones thrilled 
to the heart of Calchas, not so much tbn her own sake, as for 
that of the brother whom he so loved, iind whose voice he 
seemed to hear in hers. Esca gazed on her with a fond RBtonish- 
inent; and Joha of Gischala quailed where he stood, as he 
bought of his noble enemy, and the hereditary courage lie 
bad done more wisely not to have diiven to despair- 
But the tension of her nervca was too much for her woman's 
Strength. Bravely she hurled her challenge in their very teetli ; 
and then, shaking in every limb, she leaned against the Bnton's 
■towering form, and hid her face once more on hia breast. 

Even the Nasi was moved. Stem, n'gid, and exacting, yet 
apart from hia olhco he too had himinn nifections and human 
weaknesses. Ho had mourned for more than one brave son, 
he had loved more than one dark-eyed datighter, lie woidd 
have spared her if he could, and he bit hia lip hard under the 
long white beard, in a vain effort to steady the quiver he could 
not control. He looked appeaUngly amongst his colleagues, and 
met many an eye tliat obviously sympathised with Ida tendency 
to mercy ; but Jolm of Gischala interposed, and cried out loudly 
for justice to be done without delay. 

'Ye have heard her I' he exclaimed, with an assumption 
of holy and zealous indignation ; ' out of her ovm mouth aha is 
condemned. Wliat need ye more proof or further delibe- 
ration? The doom has gone forth. I appeal to the Sanhedrim 
that justice be done, in the name of our faith, our nation, our 
Temple, and our Holy City, which such rigliteous acta om thesa 



396 



It fiom the deaolation that in t! 




ttajT preserve even 
the very gate I ' 

With such an assembly, audi an appeal admitted of no ra 
fusal. The Seventy looked from one to another aud shook th "■ 
heads, Borrawfidly indeed, hut with knitted brows and gi-ave eti 
faces that denoted no intention to spare. Already Fhineos Bea 
Ezra Itad given the accustomed aignal ; already the young nn 
appointed as executioners had closed round the doomed thrt 
with huge blunt missiles poised, and prepared to launch the 
forth, when another interruption arrived to delay for a while ti 
cruel sacrifice tkat a Jewish Sanliedrim dignified witli the 1itl« 

A voice that hud been often heard before, though never : 
wild and piercing as at this moment, rang through the Cotq 
of the Gtentiles, and seemed to wail among the very pinnacleB 
tile Temple towering in the morning ^r above. It was a Toii 
that stnick to the hearts of all who heard it — eucb a voii 
as teiTJfies men in their dreams; chilling the blood, and makii 
the flesh creep with a vague yet unendurable horror, so tb 
when the pale sleeper wakes, he ie drenched with the cold awe 
of mortal fear. A voice that seemed at onoe to threaten and 
warn, to pity and to condemn ; a voice of which the moan and ti 
burden were ever unbroken and the same — ' Woe to Jeraaaleni 
Woe to the Holy City ! Sin, and sorrow, and desolation 1 Wo 
to the Holy City 1 Woe to Jerusalem I ' 

Naked, save for a fold of camel's hair around hia loins, 1 
coarse black locks matted and tangled, and mingled with ti 
uncombed beard that reached below his waist — hia dark ey 
gleaming with lurid fire, and his long lean arms tosang ^ 
with the wild gestures of insanity — a tall figure stalked into ^ 
middle of the Court, and taking up its position before the Nasi 
the Sanhedrim, began scattering ai'ound it on the floor the bun 
ing embers fi;om a brazier it bore on its head ; accompanying i 
actions with the same moumfid and prophetic ciy. The yoi 
men paused with their arms up in act to hurl; the Naa stt_ 
motionless and astonished; the Sanhedrim seemed paralyse 
with fear ; and the Prophet of Warning, if prophet indeed ^ 
were, proceeded with his chant of vengeance and denuuciatit 
against his countrymen. 

' Woe to Jerusalem I ' said he, once more, ' Woe to the Hoi 
City I A voice fi'om the East, a voice from the West, a voi< 
from the four winds; a voice against Jerusalem and the hoi 
honse; a voice against tlie brid^'ooms and the brides; and 
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roioe ag^Ht the whole people ! ' Then kc turned aside nnd 
walked round the priaonera in a circle, still casting hnrninj: ashep 
on the floor. 

Mntthifts, like hia coUeaguca, was puzzled how to act. If this 
were n demoniac, he entertained for him a natural hoiror and 
avei'sion, enhanced by (he belief he held, in comnion with hia 
countrymen, that one possessed had the strength of n score of 
men in hia single arm; biit what if thia should be a true prophet, 
iDajnred directly from heaven 7 The difficulty would then ho- 
come fer greater. To endeavour to suppress him might provoke 
Divine vengeance on the spot; whereas, to suffer his denun- 
ciations to go abroad amongst the people as having prevailed 
"with tlie Great Council of the nation, would be to abandon the 
inhabitants at once to despair, and to yield up all hope of offering 
n successful defence to the coming attack. From this dilemma 
the Nasi was released by the last person on whom he could have 
ooimted for assistance at such a time. Pointing to the prisoners 
with his wasted arm, the pophet demanded their inatnnt release, 
threatening Divine vengeauce on the Sanhedrim if they refused; 
and then addressing the three with the same wild geatnrea and 
incoherent language, he bade them come forth from their bonds, 
and join him in hia work of prophecy through the length and 
breadth of the city. 

' I have power to bind,' he exclaimed, ' arid power to loose 1 I 
command you to rend your bonds asunder ! I command you to 
come forth, and join me, the Prophet of Warning, in the cry 
that I am commissioned to cry aloud, without ceasing — "Woe to 
Jerusalem I Woe to the Holy City ! Woe to Jerusalem I " ' 

Then Caichaa, stretching out hia bound hands, rebuked' him, 
calmly, mildly, solemnly, with the patience of a good and holy 
man — with the instinctive superiority of one who is standing on 
the verge of his open grave. 

' Wilt thou hinder God's work ? ' he anid. ' Wilt thou dare to 
iuppreas the testimony we are here to give in His presence 
to-day ? See I even thia young girl, weak indeed in body yet 
strong in faith, stands bold and unflinching at her post I And 
thou, man ! what art thou, that thou shouldst think to come 
between her and her gloriona reward? Be still ! be still ! Be 
no more vexed by the unquiet spirit, but go in peace, or rather 
stay here in the Court of the Gentilea, and bear witness to the 
truth, for which we are so thankful and so proud to die ! ' 

The prophet's eye wandered dreamily from the speaker's face 
those of the surrounding listeners. His feattuoa worked as 
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tliough lie strove against aome Sbtoa ivithia that La -wu pawarli 
to tesiHt; then liia whole fmiiia collapsod, as it wflro, bito 
helpless npntliy, and placing his brazier on the ground, he e 
down beside it, rocking his body to and fro, while he moapi 
oat, aa it eeemed unconscioualy, in a low and wailing voice, tl 
burden of hia accuBtomed chant. 

To many in tho assembly that aoene was often present in tht 
after lives, When they opened their eyoa to the fight of axon. ' 
they Eaw its glow onoe more on ilic bewildered fkcea of 
Sanhedrim ; on the diaplcasuro, mingled with wonder and ad 
ration, that ruffled the austere brow of Matthias ; on the do' 
ward icowl that betrayed how ahame and fear wore tortiuiB 
John of Giiohala ; on the clcar-out figures of the young mca l 
had marshalled, girded, and ready tor their eniel office ; i 
Esoa'a towering frame, haughty and undaunted still ; on Bf 
riamno^s drooping form, and pale patient face ; above all, on Ij 
Bmile that illumined the countenance of Calchaa, standing the 
m his bonds, so venerable, and meek, and happy, now turning 
encourage his companioaa in affliction, now raiaing hia sy 
thankfully to heaven, his whole form irradiated tho while 1 
a flood of light, that seemed richer and more iustrous thim t! 
glow of the morning sun. 

But while tho prophet, tliuB tranquilUsed and silenced 1^ tl 
rebuke he had provoked, aat muttering and brooding among 
his dying embers on llio iloor ; while the Sanhedrim, with tbt 
Nasi, stood aghoat; while John of Gischala gnawe<l his lip 
impatient vindictiTe hatred ; and the young men gathered do 
round their victims, as (lie woivea giitlier in upon their pve^j 
Miu'iamne raised her head from Esca's breast, and, puebiiig 1 
hair back from hei' ears and temples, stood for an instant w 
and motionlesa, with every feculty absorbed in the one aei 
of listening. Tiien she turned her flashing eyen, lit mp 
great hope and triumph, yet not untinged by wistful mou 
tenderness, upon the Briton's bee, and sobbed in broken soci 
between teats and laughter : 

' Saved I Saved I belovedi And by my hand, Ihougli 
tomel' 

Shai-pencd by intense aifection, her ear alone had caught 
distant note of the Roman trumpets sounding lor the aEsault. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 



BtJT the youHg men woulJ hoU Iheir hands no longei-. Impa- 
tient of delay, and encouraged by a sign from their leader, they 
ruahed in upon the prisonera. Esoa shielded Mariamne witli hia 
body. CalcliuH, pale and motionless, ofilmly awaited his fate. 
Gioras, the son of Simeon, a prominent warrior amongat tlie 
Scarii, harling on him a block of granite with mercilesH energy, 
atruck the old man bleeding to the eacth; but while the missile 
left hia hands — while he yet stood erect and with extended arma, 
n Roman aiiow quivered in the agj^reisor'a heart. He fell iipon 
hia face stono dead at the very feet of his victim. That random 
shaft was but the first herald of the storw. In another moment a 
huge maM of reck, projected from a powerfiil catapult against 
the building, feUing Khort of ita mark, struck the prophet as be 
sat moaning on the F>round, and crualied him a lifeless, ElmpelesB 
mass beneath its weight. Then joae a cry of despair ftom the 
outer wall — a confused noiue of etriie and shouting, the peal nf 
the torumpeta, the cheer of the conquerors, the wild roar of dc- 
iitiace and despair from the besieged. Era long fugitives were 
pouring througli the Court, seeking the shelter of tlie Temple 
itself. Thei'e was no time to complete the execution — no time to 
think of the pi-isoners, John of Gisohala, summoning his adhe- 
rents, and bidding the young men hasten for tlieir armour, betook 
himseli' to his ationghold within the Sacred Place. The Sanhe- 
diim fled in consternation, although Matthias and the braver of 
his colleagues died afterwards in the streets, as became them, 
under shield. In a few minutes ihs Court of the Gentiles waa 
again dear, save for the priaonera, one of whom was bound, 
and one mangled and bleeding on the pavement, tended by 
(tariamnc, who hent over her kinsman in speechless sorrow and 
consternation. 'I'he fragment of I'ock, too, which had been pro- 
pelled against the Temple, lay in the centre, over the crushed and 
flattened body of tlie prophet, whose hand and arm alone pro- 
truded from beneath the masta. The place did not thua remain 
in solitude for long. Fighting their retreat step by step, and, 
althougli driven backward, contesting every yard with their 
faces to the enemy, the flower of the Jeiviah army soon paraed 
through, in the beat order they could maintain, as tJiey retired 
n the Temple. Among the last of these was Elea/ar ; bopeleas 
r, for he knew all was lost, but brave and unconqiiered istJIl- 
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He cnst ono look o£ afTection at hia brother's proBtnte feno, 
Baton ishment and reproof on liia kneeling cliild ; but ere he coul 
approach or even speak to her, he waa swept on with the resistles 
tide of the defeated, ebbing before the advance of the Koman hoi' 

And now Eaca'a eye kindled, and his blood mounted, to awaf 
known bflttle-ory. He had heard it in the deadly Circus; I 
had heard it on the crumbling breach ; he had heard it whereva 
blows rained hard and blood flowed free, and men fought dogg 
and hopeleaaly, without o chance or a wish for escape, 
heart leaped to the cheer of the gladiators, rising fierce, rectlea 
and defiant above all the combined dia of war, and he knew till 
Ilia old comrades and late antagoniBts had carried the defencM mfl 
their wonted bravery, as they led the Roman army to the asBBnll 

The Legion of the Lost had indeed borne themselvpa nobly » 
this occasion. Their leader had not spared them ; for Hi[^ 
well knew that to-day, with the handful left him by slai^hter m ' 
dUeaae, he must play his last stake for riches and distiaction ; ni 
had his followers failed to answer gallantly to hia call, Thouf. 
opposed by Eleazar himself and the best he could muster, th0 
had carried Ihe breach at the first onset — they had driven t'' 
Jews before them with a wild headlong charge that no courae 
could resist, and they had entered the outskirts of the Tem^ 
almost at the same moment with its discomfited defenders. 

It was their trumpets aoimding the advance that reaohei 
Mariamne'a ear aa she stood in the Court of the Gentiles, awaifr 
ing the vengeance she had defied. 

And amongst this oonrageous band two combatants bai 
especially signalised tliemselvcs by feats of reckless and unuana 
daring. The one waa old Hirpinus, who felt thoroughly it 
element in such a scene, and whose natural valour was enha 
by the conacionsneas of the superiority he had now attained as • 
Boldier over hia former profesaion of a gladiator. The other ws 
a comrade whom none could identify; who waa conspicuous n 
less &om his flowing locks, his beautiful fiimi, and his golde 
armour, than fi^m the audacity with which he courted dang^ 
and the immunity he seemed to enjoy, in "' ' ' 

diaplay a real contempt for death. 

As he followed the golden head-piece and the long browi 
hnir, that made way so irresistibly through the press, more thai 
one stout swordsman exulted in the belief that some tutelarv dei^ 
of hia country had descended in human shape to aid the E 
arms; andTituahimselfenquiTed,andwaited tnvainforanni 
' Who was that dashing warrior, with white arms and ahiniii 
ooralet, leading the gladiatore so gallantly to the attaok?' 
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But old Hirpinua knew, and smiled ivilliin bis helmet as lie 
fought. ' The Captain is well rid of her,' thought he, congratu- 
lating himself the while on hia own freedom from such incon- 
veniencea, ' For all her comely face and winning laugh, I had 
rather have ii tigresa loose in ray tent than this fair, fickle, fighting 
fury, who takea to Bhield and spear as other women do to the 
sliuttle and the distalF ! ' 

Valeria, in truth, deserved little credit for her bravery. While 
appreheneioD of danger never for a. moment ovfermastered her, 
the excitement of its presence seemed (o offer a temporary relief 
to her wounded and remorseful heart. In the fierce ru^ of 
battle she had no leisure to dwell on thoughts that had lately 
tortured her to madness; and the very physical exertion auch a * 
scene demanded, brought with it, although she waa unconscioUB 
of its aeverity, a sure anodyne for mental auttering. Like all 
persons, too, who are unaccustomed to bodily perils, the impimity 
with which she affronted each imparted an overweening coali- 
dence in her good-fortune, and an undue contempt for the next, 
till it aeemed to herself that she bore a charmed life; and that, 
though man after man might fall at her side as she fought on, sJii 
was destined to fulfill hev task unscathed, and reach the prcEcnco 
of Eaca in time to aave him from destruction, even though she 
should die the next minute at his feet. 

The two first aasailaata who entered the Court of the Gentiles 
were Yaleria, in her golden armour, and Htrpinus, brauditihing 
the short deadly weapon he knew how to use so well. They were 
close together ; but the former paused to look around, and the 
gladbtor, rushing to the fi:ont, made for his old comrade, whom 
he recognised on the instant. His haste, however, nearly proved 
fiiL-d. The heavily- nailed saadala that he wore afibrded but a 
treaoheroua foothold oa the smooth stone pavement, his feet 
slipped from under him, and he came with a heavy back-Jail to 
the ground. ' Hahet ! ' * exclaimed Hippias, from the sheer force 
of custom, following close upon his tracks; but he sti-ained 
eagerly forward to defend hia prostrate comrade while he spoke, 
and found himself instantly engaged with a score of Jewish 
warriors, who came swarming back like beea to settle on tliu 
fallen gladiator. Hirpinus, however, covered hia body skillliilly 
under hia shield, and defended liimself bravely with Jus sword- 
dealing more than one fatal thruat at such of his assailants as 
were rash enough to believe hira vanquished because down. As 
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Taoci of tlie gladiators came pouring in, they ivere o_ _ 
troops of the Jews, who, with Eleazar at theu- head, 
desperate sally from the Temple to which they had retired, K 
Gercehan,d-to-haudBtniggle,Uiat lasted Bevera! minatea, tookp 
round Eirpinua in the centre of the Court.. "When lie at lea 
regained his feet, hia powerfiil aid sooa made itself fyt 1 
fray, and the Jews, though fighting stubbornly still, were 
once more to retreat before the increasing ooluinna of the 1) 

Valeria, in the meantime, rushing through the Ckimi to yrhet 
the spied a well-known form atnaggiing in its bonds, came acroa* 
the path of Eleazar, at whom she deUvered a savage thrust as she 
met him, Jest he should impede her course. The fierce Jew, who 
had enough on his hands at such a moment, and was prea-^ng 
eageily forward into the thickest of the struggle, was content fo 
parry the stroke with his javelin, and launch that weapon in re- 
turn at hig assailant, while he passed on. The cruel missile did 
its errand only too woll. The broad ihirsty point clove through 
a crevice in her golden corslet, and sank deep in her white tender 
side, to drink the life-blood of the woman-warrior as she sped 
onward in fulfillment of her iiitol task. Breaking the javelin's 
ehafl: in her hands, and flinging the fragments from her with a 
scornful smile, Valeria foimd strength to cross the Court, nor did 
her swift step falter, nor did her proud bearing betray wounds or 
weakness, till she reached Esca's side, A loving smile of recog- 
nition, two strokes of her sl)arp blade, and he was free 1 but tu 
the severed bonds fell fiom his arms, and he stretched them forth 
in the delight of reatered liberty, hia deliverer, throwing away 
sword and shield, seized his hand in both her own, and, pi-esslng 
it convulsively to her bosom, sank down helpless on the pavement 
nt his feet, 



CHAPTEE XVIIl. 



Mabiamhe turned from the still insensible form of Calchas to o 
beautifiil face, that even now, though pale from exhaustion ai 
warped with agony, it pained her to see so fair. Qentiy a 
tenderly she lifted, the golden helmet from Valeria's browS;'^ 
gently and tenderly she smoothed the rich brown hair, and vriped 
aivay iJie dews of coming death. Compassion, gratitude, and an 
ai'ileut doeire to soothe and tend the sufferer left no room Ibi 
bitternesa or unworthy feehng in Mariamne'i breast. 
had redeemed her promise with her hfe — had ransomed the n 
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wLom they both loved ao dearly, at ihat fatal price, for her 1 and 
the Jewess could only think of all she owed tho Eoman lady in 
return ; could only strive to tend and comfort her, nud minister 
to her wnuta, and support hor in the awful moment ahe did not 
fail to see waa fast npproaohiiig. The dying woman's face was 
turned on her with a sweet sad Fmile ; but when Mariamne'a 
toQoh eoftly approached the head of her father's javelin, etill 
protruding from tho wound, Valeria stayed her hand. 

' Not yet,' she whispered with a noble eiFort that steadied voice 
and Ijpa, and kept down mortal agony ; ' not yet ; for I knoiv 
too well I am Btricksn to the death, While the steel is there it 
Bervea to ataunoh the life-blood. Wlien 1 draw it out, then 
seatter a handiiil of dust over my forehead, and lay tho death- 
pamy on my tongue, I would fain laat a few moments longer, 
Esea, were it but to look on thy dear face 1 Baise me, both of 
you. I have somewhat to say, and my time is short.' 

The Briton proppe<i her in hia strong arms, and sJie leaned 
hei heed against hia shoulder with a gesture of contentment and 
relief. The winning eyes had lost none of their witohery yet, 
though soon to bo closed in death. Perhaps they never shone 
with BO soft and sweet a lustra as now, while they looked upon 
the object of a wild, foolish, and impossible love. Wliile one 
white hand was laid upon the javelin's head, and held it in its 
pitiee, the other wandereii over Esoa's features in a fond caress, to 
be wetted with his tears. 

Her voioe was failing, her strength was ebbing fast, but the 
brave spirit of the Mutian line held out, tameless and onshaken 
Btlll. ' I have conquered,' gasped the Koraan lady, in broken 
accents and with quick-coming breath. ' I have conquered, 
though at the cost of Ufe. What then t Victory can never be 
bought too dear. Esca, I swore to rescue thee. I swore thou 
gfaotJdst be mine. Now have I kept my oatli. I have bought 
thee with my blood, and I give Ihee — give thee, my own, to thii 
brave girl, who risked her lilb to savo thee too, and who lovei 
thee well ; but not so well, not haJf so weU, as I have done. Esca, 
my noble one, come closer, closer yet.' She drew his iace down 
nearer and nearer to her own while she guided his hand to the 
javelin's head, still fast in her side, ' I can bear tliia agony no 
longer,' she gasped, ' but it is not hard to die in thine arms, and 
by tby dear hand 1 ' 

Thus apeaking, she closed his grasp within her own, round the 
teel, and drew it gently from tho wound. The blood welled up 
jLdark'red jets to pour forth, aa it cleared its ehanuoL in oa» 
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coufinuouB stream that Boon drained life away, With a 
cf bei' dainty limbs, with a amile deepening in her fiui- faee, * 
hat fond eyes fixed on the man she loved, and her Hpa prei 
against his hand, the spirit of that beautiful, imperious, a 
wilful woman passed away into eternity. 

Blinded by their tears, neither Eeca uor Mariamne were, ■ 
the moment, conacioua of anght bnt the ead fate of her who h| 
twice saved the one trom death, and to whom &e other hi 
lately appealed as the only source of aid in her gi'Cat 1 
Dearly aa he loved the living woman by his side, the Brid 
C0T.ild not refrain from a burst of bitter sorrow while he lotdP 
on the noble form of Valeria lying deadat his feet; and Marii 
forgot her own griefs, her own injuries, in holy pily for her « 
had sacrificed virtue, happiness, wealtJi, life itself in hia b ''' 
whom she, too, loved more dearly than it behoves hmnan fl 
nesB to love anything this ride the grave. 

But the living now clnimed that nttention which it nvwle^ 
ibnger to bestow upon the dead. Calchas, though sadly bru 
and mangled, began to show aigns of restored life. The t 
tbat stretched him ou the pavement had, indeed, dealt a 
injurj' ; but though it stunned him for a time, had failed to i 
instantaneous death. The colour was now returning to his che^ , 
hia breath came in long deep sighs, and he raised his hand to iSam 
head with a gesture of renewed eonsciousnesa, denoted by a sense 
of pain. 

Esca, careless and almost unaware of the conflict raging around, 
tunt Borrowfully over his old friend, and devoted all his faculties 
[o the task of aiding Mariamne in her efforts to alleviate his 
sullerings. 

In the meantime, the tide of battle surged to and fro, witli 
increasing volume and unmitigated ftiry. The Legion of the 
T,ost, flushed vrith sucooss, and seciue of support from the whole 
Jtoniau army in their rear, pressed the Jews with (he exulting 
und imremitting energy of the hunter closing in on his prey. 
These, like the wild beasts diiven to the toils, turned to bay with 
tlie dreadflil courage of despair. Led by Eleazar, who was ever 
present where most needed, they made repeated sallies fioin the 
body of the Temple, endeavouring to regain the ground tliey liad 
lost, at least as far as the enti-ancc to the Court of tlie GentiM9 
Tliia became, therefore, an arena in which many a mortal Comt6<B 
was fonght out hand to hand, and was several times taken M iJB 
rttakeu with alternate suceeas. ~jM 

Hippias, according to hia wunt. Was conspicuous in the 'fis49 
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It was hia ambition to lead hia gladiatora into the Holy Plai* 
iteelf, before Titua ahouW coiae up, and with Buch an object lie 
seemed to outdo to-day tlio daring feats of valour for wliich he 
had previously been celebrated. Hirpinna, who had no Booner 
regained his feet than he went to work again as though, like the 
tabled Titan, La derived renewed energy from the kiHseH of 
mother Eartli, expostulated more tLan once with his letuler on 
the dangera be at&onted, and tbe numerical odda he did not 
hesitate to engage, but received to each warning the same reply. 
Pointing witb dripping aword at tbe golden roof of the Temple 
flashing conspicuously over their heads, ' Yonder,' said the fencing- 
niaater, ' ia tbe ranaom of a Icingdom. I will win it with my own 
hand for the legion, and share it amongst you equally, man by man.' 

Such a proapect inspired tbe gladiators with even more than 
their usual daring ; and though many a stout swordsman went 
down with bia lace to the enemy, and many a bold eye looked it.i 
lasrt on the coveted spoil, ere it grew dark for ever, the aurvivora 
did but close in the fiercer, to fight on, step by step, and stroke 
by stroke, till the Court was strewed with corpses, and its pave- 
ment slippery with blood. 

During a pause in the reeling strife, and while mnrsbaliing bia 
men, who had again driven the Jews into tlie Temple, for a fresh 
and decisive attack, Hippias found himself in that corner of the 
Court where Esca and Mariamne were still bending over the 
prostrate form of Calchas. Without a symptom of astoniabment 
or jealousy, but with his carelesa half-contemptuous laugh, the 
fencing-master recogniaed his former pupil, and the girl whom ho 
had once before seen in the porch of the Tribune's manaon at 
Rome. Taking off his heavy helmet, he wiped bis brows, and 
leaned for a space on his shield. 'Go to the rear,' said he, 'and take 
the lass with-thee, man, since she seems to hang like a clog round 
thy neck, wherever there ia fighting to be done. Give yoiirselvea 
up to the Tenth Ijegion, and tell Licinius, who commanda it, you 
are my prisoners. 'Tis your only chance of safety, my pretty 
damsel, and none of your sex ever yet had cause to rue her 
trust in Hippias. You may tell him also, Esca, that if he make 
not the more haste, I ahall have taken the Temple, and all be- 
longing to it, without his help. Off with thee, lad I this is no 
place for a woman. Get her out of it as quick aa thou canst.' 

But the Briton pointed downward to Calchas, who had again 

become unconscious, and whose head was resting on Mariamne's 

knees. Hia geaturc di'ew the attention of Hippiaa to the ground, 

F«umliered ns it was with slain. He had begun with a bmtal 



■^ 




40C 



Inugh to hi J his pnpU ' leave the eari'iDn for tlie yulturea,' Iwl thsl 
eentence died out on liia lips, whioh tunied deadly wliite, wbilfl 
his eyea stared vacantly, and the sliield ou which he had bets 
leaning fell with a clang to tte stouea. 

There nt hia very feet over the gdden breaatpJate waa the dend 
face of Valeria ; and the heart of the bravo, recklessj and unprin- 
cipled soldier smote him with a oruol pang, for something told him 
that hiB own wilful pride and sclfiahneEs had bc^n that work, 
which waa completed, to hia eternal self-reproaoh, down there. 

He never thought he loved her so dearly. Ha recalled, aa if it 
were but yeBterday, the first time he ever saw her, beautiiul and 
sninptuouB, and haughty, looking down from her cushioned chair 
by ijie ec[uealrian row, with the well'known scomfa! glance that 
poBsessed for him bo keen a charm. He remembered how it 
kindled into approval as it met his own, and how hia heart thnlle*! 
under hia buckler, though he atood face to feoe with a mortnl foe. 
He remembered how fondly ho clung to tliat mutual glance of 
recognition, the only link between them, renewed more frankly 
and more kindly at every eiicceeding show, till, raiaing hie ^e« 
to meet it once too often in the critical moment of encounter, he 
went down badly wounded under the blow he had tiiua failed ta 
guard. Neverthelcaa, how richly was he rewarded when fighting 
Btubbomly on hia Imea, and from that diaadvantagcoua atlitude 
vanquishing hia antagonist at jaat, he diatinguialied amidat ihe 
cheera of thousanda her marked and musical ' £^gi I ' syllabled 
Eo clearly though bo softly, for hia special ear, by tiie lipa of tlie 
proud lady, whom from that moment hu dared to love 1 

Afterwards, when admitted periodically to her Louse, how 
delightful were the alteroationa of hope and fear with which he 
saw himself ti'eated ; now as an honoured guest, now as a met-o 
inferior, at another time with mingled kindness and reatraintt 
that, impasaiblB as he thought himself, woke such wild wiaheB im3 
his heart 1 How sivcet it was to be aure of seeing her at c^^mH 
Btatcd hours, the recollecljon of one meeting bridging over t^H 
intenrening period so pleasantly, till it was time to loot: fonvann 
U) another 1 She wan to him like the beautiful rose blooming ju 
hia garden, of which a man is content at first only to admire ^lU 
form ere he learns to long for its fragrance, and at laat deaireg tn 
pluck it ruthlessly from the stem that he may wear it on hlM 
breast. How soon it withers there and dies, and then how bitteriy^ 
liow sadly, he wishes he bad left it blushing where it grewra 
There arc plenty more JIuwers in the garden, but none of thflMd 
are quite equal to tlie rose. |S 
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It was strnnge how little Hippiaa dwelt on the immeJiate past- 
how it waa ita Valeria of Home, not the Vnleria of Jwdtea, for 
whom hia heart wsb OGhing now. He acnrcely reverted even to 
the delirious happiness of the first few days whan she accompanieiJ 
him to thQ East ; he did not dwell on his own mad joy, nor the 
foolish triumph that lasted bo short a time. He forgot, as thongh 
they had never been, her capi-icc, her wilfulness, her growing 
wearinesa of hia society, and the aoom ahe scarcely took the 
trouble to conceal. It was all ^ant and gone now, that oOQBtraint 
and repugnance in tlie tent, that impatience of each ollier's pre- 
sence, those angry Tecriminations, those heartless biting taunU 
and the final rupture that could never be pardoned nor atoned for 
now. She was again Valeria of tlie olden time, of the haughty 
bearing, and the winning eye?, and the fi'eah glad voice that 
sprang from a heart which had never known a Htrnggle nor a fell 
— the Valeria whose every mood and gesture were gifted ivilh a 
d^igeroua witchery, a subtle essence that seema to pervade tha 
very presence of such women — a priceless aharm, indeed, and yet 
a iatal, lui'ing the possessor to thedestructionofothersandherown. 

Oh, that eho could but speak to him once more ! Only one*, 
though it were in words of keen reproach or bitter acorn 1 It 
flaemed like a dream tliat he should ni ' ' 
and yet his i^enses vouched that it wu 
waa slie not lying there before him, si 
his devoted legion 7 The foremost, 0: 
lost, amongst them all ! 

lie took no further note of Calchaa n 
not to mark the renewed charge of his comrades, nor the increased 
turmoil of the fight, hut he stooped down over the body of the 
dead woman, and laid hia Kps reverently to her pale cold brow. 
Then he lifted one of her long brown tresses, dabbled as they 
were in blood, to sever it gently and carefully with his sword, and 
unbuckling his corslet, hid it beneath the eteel upon his heart. 

After this, he turned and took leave of Esca. The Briton 
scarcely knew him, his voice and mien were so altered. But 
watching his figure aa he disappeared, waving hia sword, amidst 
the press of battle, lio knew instinctively that ho had bidilea 
Hippias the gladiator a long and lost Jki'Gwell. 
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SnouiiNQ their well-known war-crj', and j>!acing hiniHell' at the 
head of that Landfill of heroes ivho constituted the remnant c( 
the Lost IJeg^o^, Hippiaa rallied tliem for one laet desperate efibi^.ij 
ngainat the defendera of the Temple. These had fonnod a hnntyw 
burricade on the oxigeucy of tlie moment from certain beams amfl 
timbers tliey had pulled down in the Sacred Place. It aflbrded^l 
Blight protectioiiagniiistthe javelinji, arrows, and other misfnlcaor 
t.jie Romans, while it checked and repulsed ilie impetuous rush of 
the latter, who now wavered, hesitated, and began to look about 
tliem, making enquiry for the battering-ram s and other cmdnes 
of war that were to have supported their onset fl'om the Ti 
vain Hippias led them, once and again, to carry thin unibre 
obstacle. It was high and firm, it bristled widi apears and yi 
lined with archers ; above all, it was defended by the indomttal _ 
vatotir of Eleazar, and the gladiators were each time repulsed wiftv 
loss. Their leader, too, had been severely wounded. He 
never lifted bis shield fi'om the ground whi?re it lay by Yah 
side ; and, in climbing the baiTicade, he had received a thrust iS 
lliebody from an unknown hand. While he staunched the b~ 
with the folds of hia tunic, and felt within hia breastplate for d 
tresB of Valeria's hair, he looked anxiously back for hia prom" 
reinforcements, now sorely needed, convinced that his shath 
Imnd would bo unable to obtain posaeasion of the Temple wili 
the assistance of the legions. 

Faint from loaa of blood, sti-ength and courage failing him'l 
the same moment, an overpowering sense of hopeless sorrow buS 
cecding the triumphant excitement of tliG last hour, his thoughw 
tveie yet for Ida swordsmen; and coUccting them with voice aatt^jB 
gesture, he bade them form with their shields the figure that ■« 
called ' The Tortoise,' as a screen againtit the shower of miaal 
that overpowered them from the baiTicade. Cool, confident, a 
wcU-drilled, the gladiators soon setded into this impervious oti 
of defence ; and the word of command Lad hardly died on * 
lips ere the leader himself was the only soldier left tut of t 
movable fortress of steel." 



• In bringing forwttrd thpir Iieavj battering- rams, i 
tlio nltiick of fi fortified place, Iho Romnu aoldiera v 
■it BliiclilsolliqiieJjaboTo tkeii' head* anil linkin; 
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Turning from the enemy to inspect its security, his side was 
left a moment exposed to tLeir darta. The next, a Jewish arrow 
quivered in hia heart. True to bia instincta, ho waved bis sword 
over his head, as he went down, with a triumphant cheer ; for his 
failing ear recognised the blust of the Roman trumpets — hia dark- 
ening eye caught the glitter of their epears and the gleam of their 
brazen helmets, as fee legions advanced in steady and imposing 
order to complete the work he and his handful of heroes had 
begun. 

Even in the act of fulling, Eiica, looking up from his charge, 
saw the fenclng-maBter wheel half-round that his dead face might 
be turned fowarda the foe ; perhaps, too, the Briton's eye was 
the only one to observe a thin dark stream of blood steal slowly 
along the pavement, till it mingled with the red pool in which 
Valeria lay. 

Effectual assistance had come at last. From tlie Tower of 
Antonia to the outworks of the Temple a broad and easy cause- 
way had been thrown up in the last hour by theEoman soldiers, 
Where every man was engineer as well as combatant, there was 
no lack of labour for such a task. A large portion of the adjoining 
WBll,aa of the Tower itBelf,had been ba-stily thrown down tofumisli 
materials; and while the gladiators were storming the Court of 
the Gentiles, tbeir comrades had constructed a. wide, easy, and 
gradual ascent, by which, in regular succeaaion, whole coiumna 
cotild be poured in to the support of the first assailants. 

These were led by Juliua Placidua with hia wonted skill and 
coolness. In his recent collision with Bsca be had sustaiaed such 
sevei'e injuries as incapacitated him from moimting a horse; but 
with the Asiatic auxiliaries were several elephants of war, and on 
one of these huge beasts he now rode exalted, directing from hia 
movable tower the operations of his own troops, and galling the 
enemy when occasion ofiered with the ahafU of a few archers who 
accompanied him on the patient and sagacious animal. 

The elephant, in obedience to its driver, a dark supple SjTiaii, 
perched behind its ears, ascended the alope with ludicrous and 
iolemn caution. Though alarmed by the smell of blood, it never- 
thelefjs came steadily on, a formidable and imposing obj ect, striking 
terror into the hearts of the Jews, who were not accustomed to 
confront such enemies in warfare. 



I impcrvjona roof of etftl, midpr which they eonld maiiffi 
It freedoiQ. Tliia formation waa Galled the tesirrdo^ or tort 
{te sappoaed resBioUanco lo tha defensive covering with which Li 
' u that animaL 
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The Tribune'i arniR were more daxiilmg, his drras a 
eoEtly tlion umial. It seemed thnt witli Lie Kaatein charger)! 
KiFeuted nlso something of Eastern luxiuy and epJendoiir ; but ^ 
encouraged his meo, as he whs in tliQ hiibit of doing, ivith jefj 
»ud acolT, and eucit coarse jests a& Boldiei's best understand t 
itppreoiate in the moment of danger. 

No Booner had he entered the Court, through its battered « 
lialf-demDllBhed gateway, than his quick eye caught ught of ti 
Jljll glowing embers, Hcattfired by the Prophet of Warning or f! 
payeraent. Those su^eated a means Ibr tlie destructiou of i 
bari-ioade, and he mooked the repulsed gladiators, with numy'fl 
bitter taunt, for not having yet applied thera to that piupose, 1 

Oalllng on Hirpinus, who now commanded the renmatit of thfl 
Lost Legion, to collect his followers, he bade thera advwioe utitltf 
[he testudo to pile theee embei-a against the fbuudatious of tl 
wooden barrier. 

'The defenders cnniwt find a drop of water,' eaidhe, laughingfl 
' ihey have no means of stiihng a fire kindled from without. I( 
five minutes all that diy wood will be in a blaire, and in leffl thai 
ten, there will be a smoking gap in the gateway large enough fi 
me to ride through, elephant and all I ' 

Aseisttd by fresh retnforcemenls, Uie glndiatora promptly obeye^ 
hia orders. Heaps of live embers were collected and applied tr 
the wooden obstaale so hastily erected. Dried to tinder in tl 
Hcorching sun, and loosely put together for a temporary purpofl 
it eould not fail to be sufficiently inflammable; and the hearts oj 
the besieged snnlc within Ihcm as tJie flame began to leap and tl. 
wfwd-work to crackle, while their last defences seemed about tl 



The Tribune had time to lean over from hia elephant n 
question Hirpinua of liis commnndei'. With a grave sad b 
Lind a heavy heart, the stout old swordsman anawui-ed bypointii 
[o the ground where Hippian lay, his face oalm and fised, h 
right hand closed firmly round hia sword. 

' Hahet I ' csclaimed the Tribune with a bratal laugh ; addiiq 
to himself, as Hirpinus turned away tiorrowftil and disgni ' 
' My last rival down ; my last obstacle renioved. One i 
throw for the Sixes, and the great game is ialrly won 1 ' 

Placidus was indeed now witliin a stride of all he mostct 
all lie most wisliod to grasp on earth. A dozen feot below himg 
prilc and rigid en the ground, lay the rival he had iearod r 
win llie first place in tLe triumph of to-d.iy ; the rival whom hm 
knew to posseas the favour of Titiia; the rival who had supplant 
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Lim in Ae good gniceB of tlie woman lie luvetL He had ncitliet 
forgotten cor forgiven Valeria ; but, lie bore none tlie leat ill-will 
ojrainat him witli whom she had volimtariij fled. When he 
ji'ined the Koniao army before Jonisftlem, and found bar beamiful, 
niifleraijle, degraded, in the tent of the gladiator, he had but dis- 
sembled and deferred hifl revenge till the ocoaBion should arrive 
whcB he might Btill more deeply humiliate the one and infiiot a fatal 
blow on ihe other. Now Oio man waa under hia elephant's feet, 
and the woman leit alone yonder, friendlsHs and deserted in tlie 
camp, coiild cot, he thought, ftil eventually to become his prey, 
lie little knew that those who had made each other's minory in 
life were at last united in the cold embrace of death. He had 
arriTed, too, in the nick of time, to seize and place on lii« own 
brows tlie wreath that had been twined for him by the Lost 
Legion and tlieir leader. A littlo earlier aud Hippiaa, supplied 
hy himself with freah troopa, would have won the credit of first 
entering the Temple ; a little later, and his triumph muat have 
been sliared by Licinius, already with tlie Tenth Legion close 
upon hia rear. But now, at the glorious opportunity, there was 
nothing between him and viotory save a score of Jewiah upeni-men 
and ft few feet of blaring wood. 

Leaning over to the unwilling driver, he urged him to goad the 
elephant through the (lames, that its weight might at once bear 
down what remained of the barricade and make a way for his 
foilowers into the Temple. Ambition prompted him not to lone 
a moment. Tlie Syrian unwound the phaw! from hia wnist, and 
spread it over the animura eyes, while he persuaded it, thua 
blindfolded, to advance. Though much alarmed, the elephant 
pushed on, and thei'e was small hope that the shattered smoul- 
dering barrier would reniat the pressure of its enormous weight. 
The last chance of the besieged seemed to feil them, when Eteazar 
leaped out through the smoke, and, running swiftly to meet it, 
dadied tinder the beast's upliited trunk, and stabbed it fiercely 
with oiuok repeated thrusts in the belly. At endi fresh stroke 
the elephaut nttei'ed a loud and hideous groan, a shriek of pahi 
and fear, mingled with a trumpet-note of ftiry, and then sinking 
on ita knees, fell elowly and heavily to the ground, ciTishing ihe 
devoted Zealot beneath its huge cai'casa, aod scattering the band 
of archers, as a man scatters a handfid of grain, over the Court. 

Eleaiar never spuke again. The Lion of Judah died as he had 
lived — fierce, stubborn, unconquered, and devoted to the caiise o/ 
Jerusalem. Mariamne recognised him na ho sallied forth, but no 
niUtan! giaiice had passed between thefatlier and t!ie child, Palo, 
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erecti motionless, she watched him disappear under the elepbEii _ 
but the scream of hon-or tliat rang from her white lips whep die 
realised hia fafe was loat in tlie wild cry of pain, and anger, and 
dismay, that filled the air, while the huge quivering mass tottered 
and went down. 

Placidus was hurled to the pavement like a stone from a sling. 
Lying there, helpless, though conscious, he recognised at oncu thai 
living Esca and the dead Valeria ; but baffled wrath and cherialied. 
hatred left no room in his heart for sorrow or l-emorse. Hia eya< 
glared angrily on the Briton, and he ground his teeth with rage 
to iee! that he could not even lift his powerless hand from the' 
ground ; but the Jewish warriors were doaing in with fierce arma. 
up to strike, and it was but a momentary glimpse that Esc&' 
obtiuned of the Tribune's dark, despairing, hand»)me face. 

It was years, tLongh, ere he forgot the vision. The costly roboH, . 
the goodly armour, the shapely writhing form, and the wild bope- 
iess eyes that gleamed with hatred and defiance both of the world 
lie leli, and that to which he went. 

And now the Court was filling last with a dun lurid Bmoko 
that wreathed its vapours round tlic pinnacles of the Temple, an ' 
caused the still increasing troops of combatants to loom like phar 
torn ahapes struggling and fighting in a dream. Ere long, bright 
tongues of flame were leaping through the cloud, licking thewalta< 
and pillars of the building, gliding and glancing over the golden i 
surface of its roof, and shooting upwards here and there inta- 
shiiting pyramids of fire. Soon was heard the hollow nadung 
roar with which the consuming element declares its victory, and 
showers of sparks, sweeping hke storms across the Court of the 
Gentiles, proclaimed that the Temple waa bunaing i 
quarter. 

One of the gladiatars, in the wild wantonness of strife, had 
caught a blazing Iragment of the barricade, as its remains were 
carried by a rush of hia comrades, atler the fall of Eleazar, and 
flung it into an open window of the Temple over his head. 
Lighting on the carved wond-work, with which the casement waa 
decorated, it soon kindled into a atrong and steady flame, that w 
fed by the quantity of timber, all thoroughly dry and highly o 
iiamented, which the building contained ; thus it had commi 
nicated fi'om gallery to gallery, and from story to story, till the 
whole was wrapped i« one glowing sheet of fire. From every 
quarter of the city, from Agrippa's wall to the Moimt of Olives, 
from the camp of the Aesyrians to the Valley of Hinnom, awe- 
struck faces of friend and foe, white with fear, or anger, 
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aatonialunent, marked ibat rolling column, expanding, Bwaying, 
Bhifticg, and ever rising higher into tha summer sky, ever Ring- 
ing out its red forked banner of destruction broader, and briglilev, 
and fiercer, willi each chauging breeze. 

Then the Jews knew that their great tribulation was fulfilled— 
that the curse which had been tfl them hitherto but a dead letter 
and a sealed book, waa poured forth literally in streama of fire 
upon tteir heada — that their sanctuary waa desolate, their pros- 
perity gone for ever, their very existence as a nation destroyed, 
and ' the place that had known them should know them no more ! ' 

The very Romans themselves, the cohorts advancing in serried 
columns to support their comrades, the legions massed in solid 
squares for the completion of its capture, in all the open places of 
the town, gazed on tlie burning Temple with concern and awe. 
Titua, even, in the flush of conquest, and the exulting joy of 
gratified ambition, turned hia head away with a pitj'ing sigh, for 
he would have spared the enemy had they but truated him, would 
fain, have saved that monument of their nationahty and their 
religion, as well for their glory as hia own. 

And now with the flames leaping, and the smoke curdling 
around, the huge timbera crashing down on every side to throw 
up showers of sparkhng embers as they fell — the very marble 
glowing and riven with heat — the precious metal pouring from 
the roof in streama of Dioll«n fire — Escaand Mariamne, half sufTo- 
cated in the Court of the Gentiles, could not yet bring themselves 
to aeek their own safety, and leave the helpless form of Calchaa U) 
certain destruction. 

Loud ahouta, cries of agony and despair, warned thenl that even 
the burning Temple, at fuinace heat, was still the theatre of a 
inurderooa and u»eleas conflicL The defenders had set the ex> 
ample of merciless bloodshed, and the Eomans, exasperated to 
cruelty, now took no prisoners and gave no quarter. John of 
Gisohala and hia followers, driven to bay by the legions, still kept 
up a resiettuice ihe more ftiricus that it was the ofiapring of despair. 
Hunted from wall to wall, from roof to roof, firom story to atory, 
they yet fought on while life and atrength remained. Even thooe 
whose weapons failed them, or who were hemmed in by over- 
whelming numbers, leaped down like madmen, and perished 
horribly in tlio flames. 

But although steel waa clashing, and blood (lowing, and men 

fighting by myriads around it, the Court of the Gentiles lay silent 

and deserted under its canopy of smoke, with its pavement covered 

Rjy the dead. The only living crcaluru's iifl ivere the thrco whu 
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had stood tliBre in tlie rooming, bound and doomed to ffl», 

e, one had his Jbot already on tbe border-land behreea tiM 
iinil etflmity. 

' I will never desert him,' eald Eaca to his pale companion. 
■' but thou, Harianine, hast now n cbance of escape. It m&j 1 
tbe Eomans will leepect thee if thou cftuat reach some hig^ con 
mander, or yield thee to some cohort of the reserve, whose bloa 
lOE a-fire wiih slaugbter. Wliat said HippiaB of tte Tettl 
Legioa and Licinius? If thou couMsE but lay hold on U 
garment, thou ivert safe for my Bake I ' 

' And leave thee here to die I ' answered Miiriamne. ' 01 
EBoal what would life be then? Besides, have 
tlirough tbi" terrible night, and Bhall we not trust still? t kua' 
who is on my side. I have not forgotten all he taught me wf 
liea bruised and senselesa here. See, Esca I He opens bia eyi 
lie knows us 1 It may be we shall save him now! 

CaichaB did indeed seem to have 
the life BO soon to &de glowed one 
an expiring lamp that glimmei 
its flame is estuiguislied for eve 



on his wasted che 
momentary brightu 



GliAl'TER XS. 



I 

L 



The Tenth Legion, commanded by Licioius and guarding ll 
]^>ersou of tlieir beloved Prince, were advancmg steadily upon tl_ 
Temple, Deeming themselves the flower of the Roman arm; 
accustomed to fight under the eye of Titus himself, there woe t 
unseemly haste in tbe movements of these highly-discipliiK 
ti'oops, None even of that fiery dash, wbicii is eometimeB i 
irresistible, sometimes so dangerous a. quality in the eoldie 
The Tenth L^on would no more have neglected the even reg 
Int'ity of their line, the meohaaical precisioD of their step, it 
ohaige than in a retreat. They were, aa they boasted, ' equal 1 
eitliei fortune.'* Not ilushed by euccoss, because tfaey qoH 
sidered victory the mere wages to which they were entitled-' 
not discouraged by repulse, becauae they were satisfied that t' 
Tenth Legion conJd do all that was possible for soldiers: at 
tlie very fact of theii- retiring, was to them in itself a suffidd) 
proof that sound strategy required such a 

• 'Ufrinque puMti.' 
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Thus, when ihe Legion of the Lost daslied forward with wild 
elieere aud an irapetuoiia niali to the attack, the Tenth eupportpd 
them with even I'aiiks and regular pace and a scornful smile on 
their keen, bronzed, quiet faces. Thej would have taken the 
Temple, tiiey thought, if they had the order, with hall' the noise 
and in lialf the time, so they cloaed remOreelcKaly in, as man after 
man fell under tlie Jewish missilea, and preserved through tlieji 
whole advanue the same stern, haughty, and immovable de- 
meanour, which was the Givourits affectalioQ of their courage. 
Titus had addiessed them, when he put himself at their head, to 
rucommend neither steudinesii, viiloui', nor implicit compliance 
vn[h ocdera, for in all such requirementa he could depend on 
tliem, OS if they were really what he loved to call them, ' hifl own 
children 1' but ho exhorted them to spare the lives of the van - 
(luislied, and to reaped as fat as posaible the property as well ita 
tjio persons of the citizens. Above all, he had hoped to save the 
Temple ; and this hope he espresaed again and again to Licinins, 
who rode beaide him, even until gazing sorrowfully on the mase 
of lowering smoke and yellow flame, hia own eyes told him that 
his clemency was too late. 

Even then, leaving to hia General the duty of completing iLa 
capture and investing ite defences, he put spurs to his horse and 
rode at ^eed round the building, calling on his eoldiers to aasiat 
him in quenching the Barnes, dioutiug, signing, gesticulating ; 
but all in vmn.* Though the Tenth Legion were steady aa a 
I'ock, the rest of the army had not resisted the infection of suc- 
ueea ; and eldmulnted by the example of the gladiators, were more 
disposed to encourage than to impede the conHagration — nor, even 
had they wialied, would their moat strenuoua efforts have been 
now able to extinguish it. 

Though fighting etill went on amonget the cloisters and in the 
galleries of the Temple ; though John of Gischola was still ahve, 

• Then did Csssar, both b/ culling to the aoldiora tliat were flghtiDB with 
a loud voice, and by giving a eigiwl to tbem with his right hand, order them 
to qneneh the fire ; but they did not heof what he said, though he epoke eo 
toad, having their eaia already dinufd by a greater doigb anothor way ; qoc 
did Ihey atteud to the eigual he made with hia hand u?tElier, u still soma 
cf Ihi'Di were diiiti!act(.-d with pi^siiion, aud others with fighting, neither tmy 
thrDiit4>iiings nor any pei^inasiDns emdd leatcuin their violeniw, but cacn 
one's own passion wa* his cnmniandpf attbistiniB ; and as they were ctowd- 
fiieiiito the Totnpio together ttouy of thiMn were trampled on by one another, 
while a great numbFr fell alnong the ruins of the cloiiitus, which wore atill 
I btft and smoking, aud were deatcoy^ in the same miseralile way wi<U Uiok 
^^o^om tliey hiid conquprod.— Joeci'hus, Wars nf tha Jcii'B, book I'i. aec 4. 
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and the ixibben h<ild oiit, here and there, in &Bt~SLni|&lalua| 
>^hlHtera ; tboQgb the Zealots Lad sworn to follow their leadeiv 
example, dying to a man in. defence of the Holy Plaoe ; and 
though the Sicarii were not yet completely exterminated— Jenw 
aalem might aevertheleits be considered at length in posseasion (H 
the Hamon army. Licinios, leading the Tenth Legion throu^J 
the Court of the Gentiles, more effectually to occnpy the TenipbB 
and prevent if possible itn total destruction, was accoBted at ifl 
eatrance by Hirpinne, who saluted him with a sword drippiin 
from hilt to point in blood. 9 

The old gladiator's armour was hacked and dinted, his dreol 
scorched, his face blackened with smoke ; but though wearjn 
won&ded, and exhausted, bis voice had lost none of its roi^n 
jovial Ji-anknesE, his brow none of the kindly good'humoui^ifl 
courage it had worn through all the liardshipa of the siege. m 

' Hail, PrietoT I ' said he, ' I shall hve to see thee sittiag yfl 
once again, high on the golden car, in the etreeta of Rome. Tlfl 
Temple is thine at last, and all it contains, if we can only save a 
from these accursed flumes. The fighting is over now; and fl 
came back to look for a prisonGr who can tell me where vata 
may be foimd. The yellow roof yonder is flariitg away like a 
torch in an oil-cask, and they must be fond of gold who oan catcM 
it by handiiils, guttering down like this in streams of fire. Od 
people, too, have cut their priaonei's' throats as fast as tbey tixifl 
them, and I cannot find a Hving Jew to show ttie well oi cisterd 
lUustrioua I I have won spoil enough to-day to buy a proTiocj| 
— I WDidd give it all for as much clear water as would go into mU 
helmet. Tlie bravest old man in Syria is dying in yonder eomei| 
for want of a mouthful ! ' m 

Returning through the Court, in obedience to the PrincaM 
orders, to collect men and procure water, if possible, for thB 
cxtjnotion of the conflagration, Hirpinus had recognised 14| 
young fiiend Esca with no litlle surprise and delight. Sedm| 
Calchas, too — for whom, ever since his bold address t« tin 
gladiators in the training-school, he had entertained a sincafl 
admiration — lying half suffocated, and at his last gasp, on tbfl 
utones, the old swordnman's heart smote bim with a keen sense a| 
pity, and something between auger and shame at hia own he^a 
lessuess to assist the sufferer. He said nothing but truth, indeeM 
when he declared that he would give all his share of spoil &irM 
helmctf'id of water; but he might have offered the price vtm 
kingdom rather than a province, with aa little chance of ptiM 
^hasin^whftt he desired. Blood there was, Ikwing in strcaniH 
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but of wnWr not ft drop I It waa more in deapair than hope iLut 
he told his Eod talc to Liciiiitis, on whom it seemed natural for 
every soldier in tlie army to depond when in trouble, pither for 
himself or for others. 

Giving hia orders, clear, concise, and imperative to his tribunesi 
the Boman General aocompanied Hirpinua to the corner of the 
Court where Calchna lay. Fallen beama and masaea of charred 
dmber were amonldering ajound, dead bodiea, writhed in the 
wild contortiona of mortal agony, in heaps on every side — he vrafl 
sick and fiiint, cruahed, mangkd, dying from a painful wound, yet 
the Christian's face looked calm and happy ; and he lay upon the 
hard stones, waiting for the coining change, lite one who aeelcs 
refi'eGhing slumber on a bed of down. 

Aa the kind eyea turned gently to Licinius, in glajice of friendly 
recognition, they were lit witli the smile that ta never worn bui 
by the departing traveller whoae bark has already cast off its 
moorioga from tlie shore — the smile in which he seems to bid * 
hopeful. Joyful farewftll to those he leaves for a little while, with 
which he seems to welcome the chill breeze and the dark waters 
because of the haven where he would be. Marianinc and Esca, 
bendmg over witli tender care, and watKihing each passing shade 
on that placid countenance, knew well tiat the end waa very near, 

His strength waa almost gone; but Calchas pointed to his 
kinswoman and the Briton, while looking nt Licinius he said, 
' They will be your care now. 1 have bestowed on yoti countless 
treasures freely yonder in the camp of the Aflsyrians." This 
you shall promise me in return.' 

Licinius laid his abJeld on the ground and tcok the dying niaii'a 
hand in both his own. 

' They are my children," said he, ' from this day forth. Oh 1 
my guide, I will never forget tJiy teaching nor thy behest.' 

Calchaa looked enquiringly in the face of EirpinuB. The 
gladiator's rugged feattttes bore a wistful uspreasion of sorrow, 
mingled with admiration, sympathy, and a dawning light of hope. 

' Bring him into the fold with you,' he murmured to the other 
three, and then his voice came loud and strong in full triumphant 
tones. 'It may be that tliia man of blood, ^ao, shall be one of 
the jewels in my ci'own. Glory to Him who has accepted my 
humble tribute, who rewards a few brief hours of imperfect ser- 
vice; a blow fkim a carelesa hand with an eternity of happiness, 
on immortal crown of gold ! I shall see you, friends, again. We 
Bk&ll meet ere we have scarcely parted. You will not forget me 

^^V ■ The ground DCcU[iied by tlio Romaa linns duritig tlio sifs» 
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in that short interval. And you will rejoice with me in humble 
thankful joy that I have been permitted to instruct you of heaven, 
and to show you myself the way,' 

Exhausted with the efibrt, he sank back ere he had scai'ce 
finished speaking, and his listeners, looking on the calm dead face, 
from which the radiant smile had not yet &ded, needed to keep 
watch no longer, for they knew that the martyr's spirit was even 
now holding converse with the angels in heaven. 



FRINTBD BY BALLANTYNE, HANSON AND CO. 
EDINBURGH AND LONDON 





POPULAR NOVELS. 1 




By H. BTDEK HAOQABD. fl 


6HE. Grown 8vo, 3h. 6d. 


MAIWA'S REVENGE, Cr. ■ 


ALLAN QUATERMAIH". 

Crown 8vo, 3.. Sd. 


Swo. S3, boards; 2a. Cd. eloth. S 

C0LONEL|QUARITCH,V.C. ■ 


CI^EOPATRA. Crown 8vo, 


Crowa Sio, 39. )id. ■ 


6f. 




BEATRICE. Crown 8vo, 68. ■ 


By THE EABL OT BEAOON'SFIEIJ), S..G. H 


Price li. eacli, boi.rJs; Is. tij. eaoh, cloth. ■ 


LOTHAIR. 


TANCRED. 


ALROY. S 


ENDYinON. 


VENETU. 


THE YOUNG .■ 


CONINGSEY. 


HENRIETTA TEMPLE. 


DUKE. ■ 


SYBIL. 


CONTARINI FLEMING. 


VIVIAN GREY. ■ 


B 


y a. J. WHYTE MELVILLE. ■ 


Plica If. each, boBrda ; Is. lid. aaoh, cloth. ■ 


BIGBT GRAKD. 


HOLMBY HOUSE. ■ 


GENERAL BOUNCE. 


THE INTERPRETER. "■ 


THE GLADIATORS. 


KATE COVENTRY. ■ 


GOOD FOR JS 


OTHING. 


THE QUEEN'S MARIES. 9 


B 




Prioe Is. 61I. exob, cloth pUia ; 2f. 6d. each, oloth eitia, gilt odgiH. ^| 


AMY HERBERT. 


KATHARINE ASHTON. ■ 


GERTRUDE. 


CLEVE HALL ■ 


LANETON PARSONAGE. 


IVORS. H 


MARGARET PERCIVAL, 


EARLS DAUGHTER. 


URSULA. 1 


The EXPERIENCE of LIEF. 


A GLIMPSE of the WORLD. fl 


Bjr the AUTHOB of "THE ATELIER BU IjYB." H 


THE ATELIER DU LYS ; , IN THE OLDEN TIME: A B 


or, Ad Art Stade-it in the Beign 


Tiilo of the Poflsant War in H 


of Tari'ur. 3». 6rf. 


Gerninoy. 29. lid. H 


MADEMOISELLI': MORI ; 


HESTER'S VENTURE. M 


A Tale of Modern Eomfl. is.Gd. 


2a. ea. H 


By BBET~HABTB. ■ 


IN THE CARQUINEZ WOODS. 1b. boards; Is.Crf. cloth. ■ 


OK THE FRONTIER. Is. aewei ■ 


BY SHORE A 


lND SEDGK Is. sowed 


■ 


^^. LOND 


jw : LONGMANS, GEEEM 


, & CO. ■ 



r 



^n 



POPULAR NOVELS. 



By ElilZABETH K. SEWBLI,. 

PriBB Is. 6rf, enob, elotli plftiii ] 2a, 6rf. each, cloth estre 



AMY HEliBEET. 
GEETEIJDK 

LANETON PAHSONAGE. 
MAEGAKET PEECIVAL. 
EARL'S DAUGHTER. 
The EXPERIENCE of Life, 



gilt eiJgSK. I 



KATHARINE ASHTOS. j 

CLEVE HALL. 

IVORS. 

URSULA. 

A GLIMPSE of the WORU 



By BRET HAUTE. 

IW THE CARQUINEZ WOODS. Is. hoards ; U. Sd. oloti 
ON THE FRONTIER. Is. sewed. 
BY SHORE AND SEDGE. 1a hbwb<1. 



By IfBS. OLIFHANT. 

Pnce 1), each, boards; Is. Ed. enoh, cloth. 

IN TRUST. I MADAM. 



By JAUES FAYN. 

Price Is. EE.oh, boards ; 1*. 6ti. each, cloth. 

THICKER THAN WATER. 

THE LUCK OE THE DARRELLS. 



By the AUTHOR of "THE ATELIEB DTJ ITS." 



IN THE OLDEN TIME : 
Tolo of the PoFtBuit Wu i 
Germany. 2>. 6d. 

HESTER'S VENTUES 



THE ATELIER DU LYS j 

or, An Art Studciii in the Reign 
of Terror. 2s. 6d. 

MADEMOISELLE MORI r 
ATfllBofModemRomo. 2s. 6d. 

MARRYING AND GIVING IN MARRIAGE. By 1 

MOLEBWOBTH, Antborof " Carrots," Ac. Orown 8vo, 2i. fid. 

JOHN WARD, PREACHER. By Margaket DklasI 

Crown 8to, 3g. hoards ; 2«. 6d. clotb. 

THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A SLANDER. By ] 

LTiLt. li. BEWed. 

THE BLACK POODLE, aad Other Stories. By F. Ahbts 

Author of " Vine Veraii." Crown 8to, Is. boards ; 2i. 6i oloth. 

jnCAH CLARKE ; A Tale of Monmouth's RebalHon. 

A. COKAS DoiLE. Cro' 

THE TWO CBHEFS OF DUNBOY ; or, An Irish Eomai 

of the Laat CBntnrj. By JAUEB A. FBOnDR. 



London : LONGMASS, GB.EEN, & CO. 



on 



//>)/^. , 



U 





riiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii ^m 


^ 




1 1 

STANFORD UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES 

STANFORD AUXIUARY LIBRARY 

STANFORD, CALIFORNIA 94305-6004 

(4151 723-9201 

All books may be recalled ofter 7 days 


m. 


DATE DUE 


# 


i 




M^H T935 


1 




# 


1 




9^'°' 





Modern Novelist's 

Price 21. eailt, btiardi ; aj. dti. chtlt. 



TIIF FOLLOWING MAV N'-W BE HAD :- 
ENDYMIIJ.V. Fiy Iht l-ji.i. oi IIKACOK5F1KU., KG. 
LOTHAIR. ESy the Eaki, of BtAawsnn.n, K.O 
CONINGSBV. P- llic Raul of itiAciiKsMn 1.. KG. 
SVHII.. By the Ea«i. .11 1« 'coN.v/ii A .'M;. 
TA.VCRKD, By Ihe r,Ai L OF B«ACO»sriILl>. X.i i. 
VENKTiA. U, the Kakl of Bi aconsfiflo, K-G. 
HF.NRIinTA TEMPI. K By Il'.e Karl OF BbacoksfI 
CONTARINl FLIiMIr.G. By the Earl OF Bkaconsi 
Al.RGV. By the Earl of Bkaco.vsfiki.u, K.G. 
YOUNG DUKK, By tl.e Karl of Beacovsfielo, K.C 
VIVIAN GREV. IIV.C Earl Of BEACo.-i»FiF.ui, K.l| 
THE WARlH,^ . By An-t loNV Trollopr. 
BARCHES'i'Lk TOW^.KS. By Anthony "J-KOu-oFI 
THE SIX f.s.ERS I ■ -fHE V.,!.l.i:VS. Bv 

Ii« n. V, .„„.,. A. 
PHP. GLAlJl.i TO' S. I'v C- J. Wuri-j. M.-lvillr 
HULMBV HOUSE. B. .;, J. Whvtk .vlttLviLLR. 
THE INTEPPRETER.' I'-J G. J. IVmTi MlnHLLtl 
GOf>I) FOR NOTHING. Bv O. J. >f utfl Mjxviu I 
THE QUEEN'S MARIP.S. i.y G. T. WuvT^ MflviiT 
K.VPE vJOVr.N ri'Y. By G J. U'uv IK '•fri-viLLK. 
DIGBV GRAivH. B C ;. Whvtk Mk..vi' Li^ 
GKNERAI, Ei'U.NCE. I, n. I. WiivjF MLniLLr. 
-WHKRS/ONE PRIORY. !h L. N. Lon*i. 
THE Bl ;,(:.>: 'A.Si'ER'S FAMII.V. 
El.SA A,-]) HER VULTURE, a Tale i,f the TyrolJ 
UNAIVA.IES a 81 .ry of an OIJ Eren 1. Town. 
MADL.MOIL, E'.E MORI, a P.' ■; f Modern Ro.i^, 
THE ATEIIER UU LYS. B> the Authol of " M 



Mor 



IN 



3N THE CARQUINF7. WOOl ;, Itv Ban Hap 
p-HICKER THAN WATER. By Ja««s Pa»». 

LONDON: LONGMANS, (;[<i:i N, AND 



